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At  the  period  in  which  we  are  entering,  the 
afpe£t  of  the  univerfe  was  changed.  Great 
nations  covered  the  globe,  under  ancient  names; 
but  neither  the  men  nor  the  governments  were 
the  fame,  and  (till  lefs  the  religions* 

THE  ARABS. 

Mahomet  appeared.  Under  the  ftandard  of  Mahomet, 
this  euthufiaftic  conqueror,  and  the  banners  of572” 
his  fucceflors,  the  Arabs,  whofe  infancy  we 
have  fketched,  became  powerful,  and  extended 
their  dominion  into  Alia,  Africa,  and  even  into 
Europe.  No  period  could  be  more  favourable 
to  the  fuccefs  of  this  new  legiflator.  The 
luxury  and  indolence  of  the  Greeks,  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  decline  of  the 
Perfian,  the  corruption  and  divifions  which  pre-  N 
vailed  among  the  chriftians,  all  announced  a 
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general  convulfion  throughout  Alia.  Lawlefs 
imaginations  capable  of  every  vice,  and  a  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  morals  unreftrained  by  any  curb ; 
Mahomet,  a  man  formed  to  take  advantage  of 
thefe  circumftances,  was  born  at  Mecca,  a  town 
of  Arabia  Felix,  towards  the  end  of  the  fixth 
century,  of  a  family  whofe  origin  the  Muflul- 
man  doctors  carry  back,  in  a  direft  line,  to 
Abraham. 

He  was  forty  years  of  age  before  he  declared 
himfelf  the  prophet  and  miffionary  of  God  ;  his 
difciples  fill  up  this  interval  with  miracles, 
which  began  at  his  birth.  At  that  inftant,  a 
molt  wonderful  light  illuminated  all  Syria.  In 
giving  him  birth,  his  mother,  throwing  herfelf 
on  her  knees,  devoutly  pronounced  thefe  words  : 
ic  God  is  great :  there  is  but  one  only  God  !” 
He  was  born  circumcifed;  at  this  moment,  all 
the  demons,  or  evil  genii,  ftationed  as  fentinels 
in  the  fiars,  and  figns  of  the  zodiac,  to  tempt 
the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  were  caft  down,  and 
from  that  time  they  ceafed  to  animate  idols,  in- 
fpire  oracles,  and  were  deprived  of  all  their 
power.  The  Perfian  fire  went  out,  and  the 
waters  of  a  revered  lake  flopped  their  courfe. 
A  dreadful  earthquake  overthrew  the  greater 
part  of  the  king  of  Perfia’s  palace,  and  fourteen 
of  its  towers.  When  the  monarch  demanded 
the  caufe  of  this  event,  his  magician  announced 
to  him,  that  after  fourteen  reigns  the  Perfian 
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empire  fhould  be  fubdued,  and  the  throne  filled 
by  the  defcendants  of  an  infant  who  was  juft 
born  at  Mecca.  The  king  paid  a  vifit  to  the 
child,  and  foretold  his  future  grandeur  to  his 
parents.  Thefe  are  faffs  which  cannot  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  for  the  mother  of  Mahomet  related  them. 

Mahomet  loft  his  father  at  four  months,  and 
his  mother  at  fix  years  old,  and  was  brought  up 
firft  by  his  grandfather,  and  then  his  uncle,  who 
carried  him  with  him  at  thirteen  years  of  age 
into  Syria,  where  his  commerce  called  him* 
Mahomet  made  himfelf  very  ufeful,  became 
faftor  to  a  widow  named  Khadijah,  who  mar¬ 
ried  him,  and  thereby  made  him  one  of  the 
moft  opulent  inhabitants  of  Mecca.  Before  his 
marriage,  he  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  under  his 
uncle’s  command,  in  one  of  thofe  wars  which 
the  Arab  tribes  continually  wage  againft  each 
other.  During  his  firft  journey  into  Syria,  with 
his  uncle,  he-  had  frequent  converfations  with 
a  neftorian  monk,  named  Sergius,  who  taught 
him  the  tenets  of  the  jewifh  and  chriftian 
religions :  thefe  converfations  were  continued  . 
in  different  journeys  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  Mahomet,  although  at  a  diftance, 
ftill  found  means  to  correfpond  with  the  Syrian 
monk  5  confequently,  the  prophet  of  the  Mufful- 
men  entered  on  his  million  polleffed  of  three 
things  of  great  importance  to  all  founders  of  a  new 
fe£t ;  vizi  confiderable  wealth,  a  name  famous 
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for  courage  and  military  fkill,  and  a  reputation 
for  learning :  all  powerful  engines  on  a  people 
totally  ignorant,  and  wavering  in  their  opinion. 
-Such  were  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Ara¬ 
bia  where  Mahomet  lived,  united  by  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  carrying  on  their  commerce  with  the 
neftorian,  eutychian,  and  every  fe£t  of  chrif- 
tians,  and  with  the  Jews  and  idolaters,  who 
furrounded  them.  They  drew  from  the  countries 
they  vifited,  a  greater  inclination  to  doubts  and 
errors,  than  any  light  of  reafon.  They  Hill  re¬ 
tained,  however,  a  faint  glimmering  of  their 
primitive  religion  ;  but  fo  faint,  that  it  differed 
but  little  from  darknefs.  The  chief  part  of  them 
knew  neither  of  a  providence,  a  refurreftion, 
nor  a  future  ftate.  They  had  no  idea  of  angels 
and  fpirits,  performed  neither  form  of  prayer 
nor  any  worfhip,  except  a  profound  veneration 
for  the  Caaba,  or  houfe  of  Abraham,  tran- 
fported  to  Mecca  in  a  miraculous  manner, 
which  they  vifited  with  the  greateft  refpeft,  ac¬ 
companied  with  ablutions,  prayers,  and  proftra- 
tions.  They  all  agreed  in  the  belief  of  one 
God,  and  Mahomet  made  this  tenet  the  found¬ 
ation  of  his  religion  :  he  alfo  preferved  the 
pilgrimages  to  the  Caaba,  and  the  refrefhing 
purification  fo  neceffary  in  burning  climates. 
If  he  repulfed  the  idolators,  by  his  preaching 
only  one  God,  he  foon  brought  them  back,  by 
the  voluptuous  lure  he  fpread  for  them.  The 
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pleafures  he  promifed  in  another  life  made  the 
refurretfion  dc-firable;  and,  as  he  declared  they 
were  chiefly  deftined  for  thofe  who  tell  in  his 
caufe,  he  made  enthufiaftic  foldiers,  intrepid  in 
danger,  into  which  they  rufhed  without  precau¬ 
tion,  pre-poflefied  as  they  were  with  the  principle 
of  fatalifm  ;  that  is,  that  ourlaft  hour  being  fixed 
in  heaven,  we  thould  precipitate  ourfelves  for¬ 
ward,  without  caring  about  the  event,  which  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  human  prudence.  Ma¬ 
homet,  in  fine,  faid,  he  did  not  pretend  to  teach 
a  new  religion,  but  only  to  re-eftablilh  the 
true  and  ancient  one  profeflfed  by  Adam,  Noah, 
Abraham,  Mofes,  Jofhua,  and  the  reft  of  the 
prophets. 

After  having  planned  his  fyftem,  the  unfold¬ 
ing  of  which  took  place  gradually,  Mahomet 
leads  his  wife,  Khadijah,  into  a  cave  in  Mount 
Hara,  near  Mecca.  There  he  reveals  to  her 
that  the  angel  Gabriel  had  appeared  to  him, 
and  announced  to  him,  that  he  was  deftined  to 
be  the  apoftle  of  God :  fhe  pioufly  believes  him, 
and  filled  with  joy,  goes  and  informs  Waraka, 
her  coufin,  who  was  a  chriftian,  knew  how  to 
read  and  write,  and  was  tolerably  acquainted 
with  the  Old  and  New  Teftament.  Whether  from 
fimplicity  or  policy,  Waraka  appeared  to  give 
credit  to  this  revelation  of  his  relation’s.  Ma¬ 
homet  is  fo  tranfported  at  this  fuccefs,  that  he 
walks  feven  times  round  the  Caaba,  in  thankf- 
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giving.  The  fecret  circulates  through  the  fa¬ 
mily:  fome  believe  it,  others  ridicule  it.  Befides 
his  old  nurfe,  and  fome  other  women,  Ali,  a 
relation  and  ward  of  Mahomet’s,  a  youth  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  after  Waraka, 
is  his  firft  difciple.  Thefe  are  followed  by  a 
perfon  of  much  more  importance,  named  Abu 
Beer,  a  man  very  much  efteemed  in  the  Koreiffi 
tribe,  of  which  a  part  openly  declared  in  favour 
of  the  new  prophet.  However,  not  being  certain 
of  the  zeal  of  his  partizans,  Mahomet  catechized 
them  in  fecret, and  young  Ali  greatly  affifted  him 
in  this  office.  As  for  Abu  Beer,  he  preached  the 
truth  of  Mahomet,  became  a  voucher  for  all  the 
prophet’s  vifions,  his  interviews  with  angels, 
and  his  converfations  with  God. 

When  the  prophet  found  he  had  a  fufficient 
number  of  difciples,  he  affembled  the  chief  of 
them  at  a  feaft,  and  addreffied  them  as  follows  : 
‘c  I  know  no  one  who  can  offer  to  mankind  any 
<c  thing  more  excellent  than  the  laws  I  prefent 
<c  to  you  this  day.  I  offer  you  happinefs  both  in 
“  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 
<c  The  Almighty  God  has  commanded  me  to 
“  call  you  unto  him.  Who  among  you  will  be 
“  my  affffiant,  my  brother,  my  vicegerent  ?” 
They  all  hefitated,  and  were  filent.  Ali,  en- 
fiamed  by  the  ardour  of  youth,  arofe,  and  re¬ 
plied,  £<  It  is  I,  oh  prophet !  I,  who  will  be  thy 
<c  vicegerent.  I  will  daffi  out  the  teeth,  I  will 
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“  tear  out  the  eyes,  I  will  rip  up  the  belly,  and 
“  I  will  break  the  legs  of  all  thofe  who  fhall 
“  oppofe  thee.”  Mahomet,  embracing  him, 
exclaimed,  “This  is  my  vicegerent,  fubmit  your- 
“  felves  to  him  and  obey  him.”  Therefore, 
this  religion,  even  in  its  earliefl  infancy,  fhewed 
the  intolerance  and  violence  of  its  principles. 
Some  perfons  in  the  affembly  laughed  at  this 
fpeech  of  the  young  adept’s  ;  but  it  encouraged 
Mahomet  no  longer  to  confine  himfelf  to  fecret 
inftrufilion  :  he  began  to  preach  publicly.  Some 
commended,  others  blamed  him.  From  this 
difference  of  opinion  arofe  the  difcord  which 
prevailed  in  the  tribe  of  Mahomet,  and  even  in 
his  own  family.  The  Koreifh  tormented  and 
perfecuted  each  other:  many  of  his  followers 
were  obliged  to  flee  into  Ethiopia.  He  himfelf 
remained  at  Mecca,  expofed  to  the  hatred  of 
the  contrary  party,  and  the  affaults  even  of  the 
populace,  who  were  ftirred  up  by  the  idolaters 
whenever  he  preached  againfl;  their  worfhip. 
Their  animofity  became  fo  great,  that  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  Tayef,  a  fmall 
town  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles,  where  he 
had  fome  relatives ;  but  there  he  was  not  better 
treated,  and  he  returned  to  Mecca.  During 
twelve  years,  which  had  elapfedfince  he  had  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  a  prophet  in  the  Cave  of  Mount 
Hara,  he  had  had  many  vifions;  but  none  of  them 
approached  the  following,  of  which  we  will  at- 
/  b  4 
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tempt  to  give  an  idea:  by  this  we  may  judge 
more  or  lefs  of  all  the  reft.  As  he  was  lying 
in  the  open  air  between  two  hills,  near  Mecca, 
the  angel  Gabriel,  accompanied  by  another  ce- 
leftial  fpirit,  comes  to  him,  opens  his  heart, 
fqueezes  from  it  the  black  drop,  or  principle 
of  original  fin,  cleanfes  it,  fills  it  with  faith 
and  fcience,  and  returns  it  to  its  place.  Then 
Gabriel,  borne  on  his  feventy  pair  of  wings, 
brings  Mahomet  the  afs  A1  Borak,  a  beaft  ufu- 
ally  rode  by  prophets.  This  animal  is  of  a  milky 
whitenefs,  and  equally  refembles  an  afs  and  a 
mule,  but  is  larger  than  the  firft,  and  lefs  than  the 
latter.  It  has  a  human  face,  with  the  jaws  of 
a  horfe,  which  is  not  eafy  to  defcribe.  Its  eyes 
are  as  brilliant  as  ftars,  and  piercing  as  the  fun. 
It  has  a  pair  of  wings' like  the  eagles’:  its 
fpeed  can  only  be  compared  to  that  of  light¬ 
ning.  A1  Borak  underftands,  refle&s,  but  does 
not  fpeak ;  however,  when  Mahomet  was  going 
to  mount  her,  after  having  pranced  and  kicked, 
on  Gabriel’s  faying,  <c  Submit  to  Mahomet,” 
for  a  wonder  the  fpoke.  “  What !”  faid  fhe, 
is  this  Mahomet,  the  mediator,  the  ambafta- 
“  dor,  and  author  of  the  new  religion,  whofe 
fundamental  article  is,  there  is  no  god,  but 
et  God?”— “  Yes,”  replies  Gabriel,  “  this  is 
ee  Mahomet,  the  prince  of  the  children  of 
fc  Adam,  the  chief  of  prophets  and  apo- 
■  e  files.  He  is  the  feal — his  religion  is  the  true 
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r<  one.  All  men  hope  to  enter  into  Paradife 
“  through  his  interceffion.  On  his  right  hand 
“  is  Paradife,  and  on  his  left  the  flames  of  hell. 

Whofoever  {hall  accufe  him  of  falfehood, 
*f  lhall  be  caft  into  hell.” — •“  Oh,  Gabriel !”  re¬ 
plies  A1  Borak,  “  I  conjure  thee,  obtain  of  Ma- 
“  hornet,  that,  through  his  interceffion,  I  may 
<e  enter  into  Paradife  on  the  day  of  the  refur- 
«  region.” — “  Be  eafy,  A1  Borak,”  fays  the 
prophet,  “  through  my  mediation  thou  (halt  be 
“  with  me  in  Paradife.”  The  animal  inftantly 
approaches,  prefents  his  back.  The  prophet 
mounts,  and  fcts  off.  In  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  he  arrives  at  Jerufalem.  enters  into  the  tem¬ 
ple,  where  he  is  received  with  eagernefs  and 
refpeft  by  Abraham,  Mofes,  and  Jefus,  He 
leaves  A1  Borak,  and,  by  a  ladder  of  light,  af- 
cends  with  Gabriel  to  the  firft  heaven,  which  is 
of  pure  filver.  The  ftars,  immenfe  as  moun¬ 
tains,  are  fufpended  from  golden  chains.  There 
he  meets  a  decrepit  old  man,  whom  he  knows  to 
be  Adam.  Adam  recommends  himfelf  to  his 
prayers.  This  heaven  is  filled  with  angels  in  a 
variety  of  fhapes,  all  of  them  praying  for  the 
animals  they  refemble.  Thofe  who  bear  the 
form  of  men,  pray  for  mankind.  The  mofi  ex¬ 
traordinary  curiofity  of  this  heaven  is,  the  great 
cock,  as  white  as  fnow,  and  fo  tall,  that  his 
head  reaches  to  the  fecond  heaven,  diftant  from 
fhe  firft  fo  yaft  a  fpace,  that  it  would  require 
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five  hundred  years  to  traverfe  it.  This  is  the  chief 
angel  of  cocks.  His  chaunt  is  fo  tranfcendent 
that  it  is  heard  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  except  man :  when  he  crows,  all  the 
cocks  on  the  earth  crow  with  him,  and  God  is 
fingularly  delighted  with  this  melody.  The 
fecond  heaven,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  five 
hundred  years  travelling  from  the  firft,  is  of 
iron.  Mahomet  faw  there — and  what  faw  he 
not  there,  as  likewife  in  all  the  reft,  even  to  the 
feventh,  compofed  of  diamonds,  emeralds,  brafs, 
pure  gold,  and  hyacynths  ?  all  of  them  five  hun¬ 
dred  years  journey  from  each  other,  but  which 
Mahomet  traverfes  with  a  fpeed  that  does  not 
prevent  his  remarking  whatever  is  curious,  or 
of  importance  in  each.  In  one  he  is  called  by 
Jefus  and  John  the  mod  excellent  of  men  and 
of  prophets.  He  there  finds  an  angel  as  big  as 
the  great  cock  ;  but  this  is  a  dwarf  when  com¬ 
pared  to  that  of  the  third  heaven,  whofe  fize 
we  are  enabled  to  eftimate ;  for  his  eyes  are 
at  the  diftance  of  feventy  thoufand  days  journey 
from  each  other.  An  hundred  thoufand  angels 
are  under  his  command.  Seated  at  a  table, 
with  a  great  book  before  him,  he  is  continually 
writing  and  blotting  out.  Thofe  whom  he 
writes,  are  born  ;  thofe  whom  he  erafes,  die.  Ma¬ 
homet  here  is  very  civilly  treated  by  David  and 
Solomon.  In  another  heaven  he  is  extremely 
politely  treated  by  the  patriarch  Jofepb,  and 
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two  other  angels  ;  one  of  them  is  in  a  mourning 
habit,  and  weeps  inceffantly  for  the  fins  of  man¬ 
kind.  The  other,  furrounded  by  a  blaze  of 
light,  teaches  the  prophet  the  different  proftra- 
tions  and  motions  that  are  commanded  to  be 
ufed  in  prayer.  Mofes,  Aaron,  Enoch,  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  John  the  Baptift,  take  their  turns,  as 
one  may  fav,  to  do  him  the  honours  of  all  thefe 
heavens.  The  moft  extraordinary  of  creatures 
inhabits  the  fixth ;  it  is  a  celeftial  fpirit  with 
feventy  thoufand  heads,  each  head,  as  one  may 
fuppofe,  having  as  many  mouths,  each  mouth 
as  many  tongues,  and  each  tongue,  in  a  different 
language  appropriate  to  it,  celebrating  the 
praifes  of  the  Almighty.  The  prophet,  {tunned 
a  little,  no  doubt,  by  this  concert,  paffes  rapidly 
on  to  the  feventh,  where  he  finds  a  tree  loaded 
with  large  fruit  fvveeter  than  honey;  and  cer¬ 
tainly  he  well  deferved  this  refrefhment.  An 
angel  likewife  prefents  him  three  goblets,  one 
filled  with  milk,  one  with  wine,  and  one  with 
honey.  He  prefers  the  milk.  A  voice  is  heard 
to  pronounce  thefe  words  :  “  Thou  haft  made 
“  a  happy  choice,  Mahomet;  hadft  thou  drank 
“  wine,  the  nation  would  have  quitted  the 
tc  right  road,  and  its  enterprizes  would  have 
“  failed.”  At  length  he  arrives  at  the  throne 
of  the  Almighty ;  on  the  fide  of  which  was 
traced,  in  lucid  charadters,  this  infcription, 
which  is  become  the  motto  of  the  muffulmen  : 
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t£  There  is  no  god  but  God,  and  Mahomet  is 
<£  his  prophet."  The  Eternal  then  fays  to  him, 
“  Advance  and  approach."  He  lays  one  hand 
on  his  bread,  and  the  other  on  his  fhoulder. 
This  touch  fpreads  through  his  frame  fo  cold  a 
fenfation,  that  it  penetrates  even  to  the  marrow 
of  his  bones;  but  the  prefence  of  God,  at  the 
fame  time,  infpires  in  him  the  mod  eneffable 
and  extatic  emotion.  The  prophet  talks  fami¬ 
liarly  with  the  Deity,  learns  from  him  all  that  he 
mud  teach  mankind,  repafles  the  feven  heavens, 
finds  Borak  at  Jerufalem,  where  he  had  left  her, 
remounts,  and  arrives  at  Mecca  :  and  all  this  in 
one  night.  ££  I  greatly  apprehend,”  faid  Maho¬ 
met  to  Gabriel,  ££  that  my  difciples  will  refufe 
*£  their  belief,  and  tax  me  with  falfehood,  when 
££  1  fhall  relate  all  thefe  wonders  to  them.” — • 

Fear  nothing,  oh  Mahomet,"  faid  the  angel, 
S£  Abu  Beer  (which  in  Arabic  fignifies  the  faith- 
4£  ful  witnefs)  will  judify  thee." 

In  effect,  when  Mahomet  related  the  hi  dory 
of  his  journey  to  his  principal  profelytes,  they 
confidered  it  as  fo  ridiculous,  that  they  did  all  in 
their  power  to  prevent  his  fpeaking  of  it  to  the 
red  of  the  Koreifh ;  but  he  refufed  to  liden  to 
them,  and  even  told  it  to  one  of  his  mod  im¬ 
placable  enemies,  who  did  not  fail  to  turn  it 
into  ridicule.  Abu  Beer  came  forward  again, 
on  this  occafion,  to  his  adidance.  What  this 
man’s  powers  of  perfuafion  were  are  not  known; 
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whether  eloquence  or  force,  or  perhaps  both ; 
but  he  affirmed  that  there  never  was  any  thing 
more  true  than  the  journey  and  its  feveral  inci¬ 
dents  :  and  as  the  greateft  abfurdities  ceafe  to 
excite  furprize,  when  once  the  mind  is  prepared 
to  receive  them,  many  of  the  Koreiffi  believed 
the  faithful  witnefs ;  others  apoftatifed,  and 
there  arofe  a  very  dangerous  fchifm  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Mecta.  Mahomet  kept  firm  to 
his  purpofe.  “  Although  my  adverfaries,”  faid 
he,  tc  fhould  fet  the  fun  on  their  right  hand,  and 
“  the  moon  on  their  left,  in  league  againft 
“  me,  yet  will  I  not  relinquiffi  my  enterprize.” 
His  profelytes  were  required  to  take  an  oath, 
which  was  called  the  women’s  oath ;  not  that 
any  women  were  there  at  that  time,  but  be- 
caufe  it  was  that  which  was  afterwards  exa£ted 
from  them.  Its  form  was  to  this  effect,  viz. 
they  fhould  renounce  all  idolatry ;  they  fhould 
not  deal ;  they  fhould  not  deftroy  their  chidren, 
according  to  the  Arabian  cuflom,  wrhen  they 
had  not  fufficient  to  fupply  them  with  food ; 
they  fhould  calumniate  no  one,  and  they  fhould 
obey  the  prophet  in  all  that  was  juft.  At  that 
time  there  was  no  mention  made  either  of  de¬ 
fence  or  attack  :  Mahomet,  till  then,  had  al¬ 
ways  declared  that  his  miniftry  confided  in 
preaching  and  exhortation.  “  I  am  not,”  faid  he, 
<c  authorized  in  forcing  any  one  to  embrace  my 
“  religion  ;  whether  they  believe  or  do  not  be- 
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lieve  my  word,  it  is  not  my  affair,  but  that  of 
"  God.”  * 

It  happened  that  fome  miffionaries  he  had 
fent  to  Medina,  a  city  of  Arabia  Felix,  near 
three  hundred  miles  from  Mecca,  made  fome 
nioft  zealous  converts.  They  came,  and  took 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  Mahomet,  promifing  to 
defend  him  again  ft  the  blacks,  and  the  reds; 
that  is,  they  intended,  and  fo  the  prophet  un- 
derflood  it,  to  declare  war  againft  all  thofe  na¬ 
tions  who  fhould  oppofe  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
new  religion.  They  not  only  engaged  them- 
felves  on  the  defenfive,  but  in  open  hoftilities. 
Mahomet  affirmed  that  God  had  permitted  him 
to  ufe  both  means,  and  received  the  oath  of 
thefe  enthufiafts.  This  fpecies  of  confpiracy, 
the  divifions  which  began  to  reign  in  Mecca, 
and  which  threatened  a  civil  war,  alarmed  the 
inhabitants,  the  principal  of  whom  held  a  coun¬ 
cil  on  what  meafures  they  fhould  purfue.  The 
devil,  faid  Mahomet,  was  there  in  the  difguife 
of  an  old  man,  and  induced  them  to  come  to  a  re- 
folution  to  kill  him.  He  was  informed  of  their 
intention,  and  he  fled  and  concealed  himfelf  in 
a  cavern,  where  his  life  was  in  danger,  and 
thence  efcaped  to  Medina,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  moft  honourable  manner  :  at  this 
period,  begins  the  Muffulman  era  called  Hejra, 
or  flight,  A.  D.  622. 

As  foon  as  Mahomet  had  retired  to  Medina, 
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he  declared  himfelf  at  war  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Mecca.  He  plundered  the  caravans  of  that 
city,  and  enriched  himfelf  with  the  booty :  the 
Muffulmen  hiftorians  dignify  with  the  name  of 
battle  every  little  Ikirmifh  which  took  place  be¬ 
tween  two  or  three  hundred  men.  The  moft 
celebrated  confided  of  three  hundred  men  on 
one  fide,  and  nine  hundred  on  the  other,  the 
latter  embarrafled  with  all  the  baggage  of  a 
caravan.  Mahomet  attacked  them  with  his 
three  hundred  warriors  ;  but  his  perfonal  prow- 
efs  is  not  mentioned  on  this  occafion:  it  is  only 
obferved,  that  before  the  battle,  he  prayed  to 
God  with  great  fervour,  and  fell  into  a  fwoon, 
during  which  he  allured  his  followers,  that  God 
had  promifed  them  the  viftory.  He  then  took 
a  handful  of  dull,  which  he  threw  at  the  enemy, 
exclaiming,  “  May  they  be  confounded  !”  and 
they  were  difperfed,  like  the  dull  carried  away 
by  the  wind.  The  prophet  was  never  in  want 
of  divine  infpiration.  Sometimes  it  vifited  him  in 
his  dreams,  fometimes  it  was  communicated  on 
written  leaves,  which  were  fent  him  from  heaven 
whenever  he  thought  proper.  Thefe  leaves  after¬ 
wards  compofed  the  Koran,  the  gofpel  of  the 
mahometans.  Rites,  ceremonies,  ablutions  ;  on 
which  fide  to  turn  during  prayer ;  the  Ramadan, 
that  fall:  fo  fevere  all  day,  and  fo  licentious  for  its 
gluttony  and  pleafures  all  night ;  every  thing 
was  forefeen,  and  regulated  in  thefe  leaves.  He 
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even  made  ufe  of  them  to  authorize  peace,  wary 
or  revenge;  and. to  fandlify  whatever  might  be 
reprehenfible,  or  capricious  in  his  own  addons. 
In  refpedl  to  polygamy,  as  a  good  legiflator,  he 
gave  both  the  precept  and  example  :  he  married 
twelve  wives,  although  the  laws  permit  but  four 
lawful  ones.  Ayefha,  Abu  Beer’s  daughter, 
whom  he  took  at  eight  vegrs  old,  becoming  a 
little  more  experienced,  gave  him  fome  fufpi- 
cions,  but  he  prudently  determined  that  his 
enemies  fhould  not  rejoice  at  it,  for  he  pro- 
feribed  in  a  chapter  in  the  Alcoran  upon  ca~ 
lumny. 

By  another  revelation,  he  was  authorized,  to 
the  great  fcandal  of  all  good  mulfulmen,  to 
marry  the  wife  of  Zeid,  his  adopted  fon,  who 
out  of  complaifance  to  his  father,  feparated 
himfelf  from  his  beloved  fpoufe.  At  lafl  be¬ 
ing  furprized  by  two  of  his  wives,  with  one  of 
his  fervants  named  Mary,  he  called  down  from 
heaven  a  permiffion  to  violate  engagements, 
even  ratified  by  oath.  It  is  thought  that  it  was  on 
account  of  the  danger  to  which  he  was  expofed 
at  a  gambling  party,  with  fome  intoxicated  men, 
that  he  prohibited,  by  revelation  alfo,  all  ftrong 
liquors,  and  games  of  chance;  with  regard  to 
his  not  permitting  his  difciples  to  eat  pork,  that 
he  took  from  the  jewilli  lawr.  Notwithftanding, 
Mahomet  was  not  on  perfedlly  good  terms  with 
this  nation.  In  awrar,  which  he  carried  on  againft 
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the  Jews  of  Kaibar,  not  far  from  Medina,  he 
pretended  to  have  been  bewitched  by  one  of 
them.  The  angel  Gabriel  taught  him  how  to 
break  the  charm,  fpread  by  the  yew,  over  him 
and  his  two  daughters.  Of  what  artifice  did 
not  the  prophet  make  ufe  to  render  his  enemies 
odious,  and  always  was  the  interpofition  of  the 
Deity  employed  for  his  affiftance  !  it  failed  him, 
however,  in  a  battle,  in  which  he  was  over¬ 
thrown,  ftruck  by  two  arrows,  one  of  which 
wounded  him,  and  his  life  was  in  great  danger  j 
a  proof  that  he  could  expofe  his  perfon  when 
occafion  required l,  a  method  which  ought  never 
to  be  negledted  by  every  ufurper  who  wiihes  to 
fucceed.  People  of  all  religions,  attracted  by 
his  fucCefs,  enlifted  under  his  banners,  and  be-* 
came  his  profelytes.  He  failed  Hot  to  join  the 
refources  of  commerce,  to  his  plunder  of  the 
caravans,  and  inroads  on  his  neighbours.  He 
fent  agents,  who  were  alfo  fpies,  into  all  the 
chief  towns,  even  as  far  as  to  Conftantinople,  to 
give  him  notice  of  the  departure  of  the  car  a* 
vans.  Already  he  invited  foreign  princes  to 
embrace  his  religion,  and  he  uttered  menaces* 
which  were  often  followed  with  effedt,  againft 
thofe  who  contemned  him.  With  refpedt  to  his 
difciples,  a  fingle  glance  would  make  them 
tremble  ,  never  did  they  approach  him  but 
with  the  mod  profound  veneration,  and  tokens 
of  refpedt,  almoft  idolatrous. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Mecca  were  a  long  time 
before  they  fubmitted  to  this  fpecies  of  adora¬ 
tion.  Their  faith  in  the  prophet  had  always 
been  wavering:  they  even  drove  him  from  their 
walls,  when  he  wifhed  to  enter  the  town,  to 
praflife  round  the  Caaba  the  ceremonious 
rites  he  had  invented.  Returning  better  ac¬ 
companied,  his  countrymen  left  him  in  poffef- 
lion  of  the  place,  and  retired  to  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  mountains.  He  found  the  houfes  empty, 
and  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  pilgrimage,  with¬ 
out  committing  any  diforder.  Another  time,  he 
took  them  by  force  of  arms,  and  pardoned  them. 
Thefe  inftances  of  generofity  gained  him  the 
hearts  of  the  Koreifb,  the  principal  of  the  Ara¬ 
bian  tribes,  and  the  others  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample.  He  then  returned  to  Mecca  in  great 
pomp,  and  carried  off  the  idols  from  the  Caaba, 
which  had  been  preferved  there  from  time  im¬ 
memorial.  What  thefe  gods  were  that  the 
Arabians  adored  is  not  known ;  they  refembled 
neither  the  Egyptian,  Greek,  nor  Scythian:  it  is 
fuppofed  they  were  fome  attributes  of  the  god¬ 
head  perfonified.  Mahomet  banilhed  them  from 
all  Arabia.  It  is  but  juft  to  admit  his  zeal 
for  the  unity  of  the  Deity,  which  tenet  he  eftab- 
lifhed  throughout  all  the  countries  he  fubdued. 
In  about  fixteen  years  which  had  elapfed  fince 
his  flight  from  Mecca,  he  conquered  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  Arabia  Felix,  and  laid  the  founda- 
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tion  of  one  of  the  moft  extenfive  empires  that 
ever  exifted,  and  which  (till  exifts. 

He  died  at  Medina  at  feventy  years  of  age, 
of  an  illnefs  occafioned,  it  is  faid,  by  the  re¬ 
mains  of  a  fubtle  poifon,  adminiftered  to  him 
fome  years  before.  His  tomb  is  to  be  feen  in. 
this  city,  which  the  muflulmen  vifit  as  a  Ample 
a£t  of  devotion ;  but  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca 
is  enjoined  them  as  an  indifpenfible  duty.  Once 
in  the  courfe  of  his  life  every  muffillman  is 
obliged  to  perform  this  journey,  or  to  engage 
fome  one  to  go  in  his  ftead,  or  to  free  himfelf 
from  it  by  alms. 

It  fignifies  little  for  Us  to  know  that  Mahomet 
was  of  a  middle  fize,  well  proportioned,  and  of  a 
fanguine  conftitution;  that  he  had  a  great  head,  a 
bufhy  beard,  ftrong  bones,  large  black  eyes,  florid 
complexion,  mafculine  and  regular  features, 
thick  eyekrovvs,  fine  teeth,  a  wide  mouth,  and 
good  hair,  according  to  fome,  ftraight,  and 
others  curled :  all  thefe  particulars  are  very  in¬ 
different.  But  it  is  not  fo  to  be  able  to  difcover 
by  what  means,  with  a  boundlefs  ambition,  in¬ 
ordinate  defires,  an  entire  indulgence  in  all  his 
paffions;  how  by  the  aid  of  abfurd  vifions,  and 
ridiculous  miracles,  fuch  as  his  fplitting  the 
moon;  how,  in  fine,  deftitute  of  learning,  for 
it  is  even  faid  he  could  not  read,  he  was  able 
to  perfuade  the  Arabs,  a  nation,  it  is  true,  not 
cultivated,  but  wanting  neither  in  fagacity  nor 
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fenfe,  that  he  was  a  privileged  being,  the  friend 
of  God,  the  apoftle,  the  prophet  by  excellence. 

Mahomet,  it  is  true,  poffeffed  many  of  thofe 
qualities  which  are  neceffary  to  make  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  man ;  valour,  eloquence,  and  perfe- 
verance.  In  his  undertakings  an  air  of  affability 
or  command,  according  to  the  circumdance, 
the  art  of  gaining  friends,  and  the  much  more 
rare  art  of  preferving  them ;  but  that  which 
diftinguifhes  him,  and  enfured  his  fuccefs,  was 
not  the  convidfion — for  a  man  cannot  perfuade 
himfelf  of  thefe  things — but  the  undeviating  and 
conflant  attention  he  always  obferved  in  appear¬ 
ing  convinced,  that  he  was  the  man  of  God. 
Day  and  night,  in  the  midd  of  bufinefs  or  difli- 
pation,  with  the  army,  at  table,  in  company 
with  his  wives,  never  did  he  forget  the  infpired 
character  he  had  affumed.  Even  natural  events, 
apparently  the  lead  likely  to  affid  him,  he  made 
fubfervient  to  his  purpofe.  Epileptic  fits,  to 
which  he  was  fubjedl,  he  converted  into  extatic 
vifions,  and  a  wen  between  his  Ihoulders  he 
called  the  feal  of  prophecy. 

The  habit  he  had  acquired  of  never  lofing 
fight  of  his  objedt,  never  permitting  himfelf  in 
his  mod  fufceptible  moments,  neither  word  nor 
adiion  capable  of  undeceiving  thofe  who  were 
prefent,  left  them  no  means  to  efcape  his  feduc- 
tion.  Appearing  to  be  convinced,  he  convinced. 
Their  belief  grew  from  edeem.  The  fmalled 
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doubt  he  made  a  punifhable  crime.  This  opi¬ 
nion  has  been  preferved  with  energy  by  his 
difciples,  from  his  addrefs  in  joining  in  his  pro- 
feflion  of  faith  two  things,  of  which  one  is 
inconteftable,  and  ferves  as  a  fort  of  paffport  to 
the  other: — There  is  one  God,  and  Mahomet 
is  his  prophet. 

Two  days  before  his  death,  notwithftanding 
the  weak  and  languid  ftate  to  which  a  burning 
fever  had  reduced  him,  he  preached,  and  per¬ 
formed  public  prayer,  in  quality  of  Caliph  and 
Iman,  that  is,  as  chief  of  the  government  and 
fovereign  pontiff. 

As  the  throne  and  the  altar  ennoble  thofe  who 
belong  to  them,  Mahomet,  in  poffeffion  of  both, 
has  made  things  worthy  the  obferv'ation  of  his 
followers,  which  would  have  been  difregarded  in 
others.  They  have  preferved  the  memory  of  his 
courtiers,  his  friends,  of  their  employments,  of 
thofe  who  had  greater  or  lefs  accefs  to  him,  his 
wives  and  concubines,  their  beauty  and  defeats. 
His  affes,  horfes,  and  camels,  have  all  been  enu¬ 
merated,  and  particularized  by  name.  His  cha¬ 
riots*  his  arms,  his  furniture,  have  been  defcrib- 
ed  :  in  fine,  all  that  concerns  his  animal,  even 
fecret  functions,  his  hours  of  repaft,  of  riling,  of 
lying  down,  his  exaCtnefs,  and  punctuality  in 
every  thing,  nothing  has  been  omitted. 

The  doCtors  and  commentators  have  found 
an  inexhauftible  theme  in  the  privileges  and 
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prerogatives  of  their  prophet.  All  pious  mufful- 
men  fpend  a  part  of  the  day  in  counting 
them,  while  they  roll  between  their  fingers  the 
beads  of  a  large  chaplet,  which  hangs  from  their 
neck.  This  litany,  which  we  will  confiderably 
abridge,  is  nearly  in  thefe  terms  :  Mahomet, 
the  laft  of  the  prophets  in  the  order  of  creation, 
is  the  firft  in  the  order  of  the  million.  His  name 
is  written  on  all  the  gates  of  paradife.  The 
devil  was  call;  out  at  his  birth.  He  vifited  the 
feven  heavens.  Mahomet  was  fuperior  to  all 
men  in  genius  and  wifdom.  He  performed  three 
thoufand  miracles,  without  reckoning  the  Alco¬ 
ran,  which  contains  fixty  thoufand  in  itfelf,  fince 
every  verfe  is  a  miracle.  He  cleft  the  moon. 
At  his  command,  Hones  and  trees  have  fpoken. 
Fountains  of  pure  water  have  gulhed  from  his 
fingers.  God  divides  with  him  his  bleflings. 
God  has  ordered  the  univerfe  to  obey  him.  All 
the  earth  belongs  to  him.  Before  him,  it  was 
ftained  by  the  chriftians,  by  the  idolaters,  and 
the  Jews  He  purified  it  by  his  doftrine.  Ma¬ 
homet  inftituted  prayer,  the  cuftom  of  walhing 
the  hands  after  meals,  making  a  hollow  on  one 
fide  of  the  tomb,  the  fafhion  of  wearing  turbans 
with  dreamers  hanging  from  behind,  a  mark  of 
diftinflion  even  among  the  angels.  His  family 
are  exempt  from  taxes.  Although  polluted  by 
the  ardour  of  his  confiitution,  never  did  he  lofe 
fids  purity,  Mahomet  enjoyed  prerogatives  de~ 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

nied  to  every  other  perfon;  he  was  allowed  the 
company  of  his  wife  on  a  fall  day  ;  to  marry 
more  than  four  wives;  to  commit  murder  in  all 
the  faci'ed  territory,  even  in  Mecca;  to  judge 
according  to  his  will ;  to  receive  prefents  from 
the  clients,  and  to  parcel  out  lands  even  before 
he  became  in  poffeffion  of  them.  Whatever  was 
belt  among  the  fpoil  taken  from  the  enemy  was 
his  right.  Celeftial  fpirits  obeyed  him.  The 
angel  of  death  did  not  take  his  foul  till  he  firft 
had  aiked  his  permiffion. 

As  the  people  of  Medina  were  ignorant  of 
this  circ.umftance,  they  could  not  perfuade  them- 
felves  that  the  prophet  had  undergone  the  fate 
of  other  mortals.  Omar,  one  of  his  molt  en- 
thufialtic  captains,  exclaimed  :  “  No,  the  apoftle 
“  of  God  is  not  dead ;  he  is  gone  only  for  a 
“  time,  as  Mofes  was,  when  he  quitted  the 
“  Ifraelites  during  forty  days,  and  then  re- 
“  turned  to  his  people.”  fde  fwore  he  would 
extirpate  all  thofe  who  fhould  fay,  that  the 
miffionary  of  God  was  dead.  But  Abu  Beer, 
father-in-law  to  the  prophet,  prudently  made 
it  appear  by  the  Alcoran  itfelf  that  he  was  to 
die ;  and  the  putridity  which  began  to  affeft 
the  corpfe  was  a  demonftrative  proof  to  the 
people,  who  ceafed  to  be  fhocked,  i'mee  it  was 
foretold.  His  power  and  dignities,  had  there 
been  a  right  of  fucceffion,  ought  to  have  de¬ 
volved  to  Ali,  his  fon- in-law;  but  the  public 
-choice,  after  balancing  fome  time  between 
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Omar  and  Abu  Beer,  at  length  prevailed  for 
the  latter,  and  Ali  himfelf  acknowledged 
him. 

The  prophet,  with  fo  many  wives,  had  but 
one  fon,  who  died  very  young. 

In  the  time  of  Mahomet  there  had  arifen 
men  rivals  of  his  power,  whom  the  prophet 
had  defeated ;  but  one  furvived  him,  a  very 
dangerous  one,  named  Mofeilama,  the  chief  of 
a  powerful  tribe.  It  is  faid,  that  he  affifted 
Mahomet  in  his  impofture;  but  determined  not 
to  be  his  inferior,  and  afpiring  to  a  divifion  of 
the  empire,  he  wrote  to  him  as  follows  :  “  Mo- 
(i  feilama  the  apoftle  of  God,  to  Mahomet  the 
((  apoftle  of  God.  Let  half  the  earth  be  thine, 
ff  and  the  other  half  mine.”  Mahomet  anfwer- 
ed  him  :  “  Mahomet  the  apoftle  of  God,  to 
((  Mofeilama  the  impoftor.  The  earth  belongs 
*£  to  God.  He  has  given  it  as  an  inheritance 
“  to  thofe  of  his  fervants  who  pleafe  him,  and 
((  thofe  who  fear  him  fhall  have  good  fuccefs.” 
This  good  fuccefs,  Mofeilama  endeavoured  to 
obtain.  He  gained  more  territory  than  he  loft 
during  the  few  months  he  furvived  Mahomet ; 
but  Abu  Beer  fent  a  fuperior  force  againft  him, 
and  overcame  him.  The  caliph  alfo  ftifled  fome 
revolts  which  had  been  fermented  by  the  differ¬ 
ent  fchifms,  the  colledting  taxes,  and  fome 
difputes  on  religious  tenets,  fufficiently  violent 
to  threaten,  for  a  fhort  time,  a  total  diffolution 
pf  the  empire.  There  even  appeared  pro* 
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phetefTes,  whofe  arts  of  fedu&ion  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  illamifm,  had  they  not  been 
fupprefled  immediately. 

Thefe  confli£ts  gave  rife  to  a  new  degree  of 
fervour  among  the  muffulmen  who  remained 
faithful.  They  made  it  a  point  of  honour  to 
propagate  their  religion,  and  to  extend  it,  if 
in  their  power,  throughout  the  whole  earth. 
Abu  Beer  was  a  proper  perfon  to  dire£t  this 
enterprize  :  he  fhewed  a  profound  refpedt  to  the 
memory  of  the  prophet,  appeared  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  his  million,  and  was  extremely 
exa£t  in  the  obfervance  of  the  molt  minute 
ceremonies. 

This  caliph  does  not  feem  to  have  been  him- 
felf  a  warrior  ;  but  he  had  great  generals,  among 
whom  was  Kaled,  who  joined  to  valour  much 
military  Ikill,  and  above  all  was  fo  furioufly 
zealous,  that  he  perfecuted  whatever  was  not 
muffulman.  He  had  a  fon,  named  Said,  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  fame  qualities.  At  the  head 
of  his  other  captains,  of  whom  the  enumeration 
would  be  long,  we  mull  place  Yezid,  Obeidah, 
Derar,  Ralii,  and  Serjabil,  all  intrepid  foldiers, 
and  alternately  abfolute  commanders  and  docile 
fubalterns.  Abu  Beer  knew  the  art  of  infpir- 
ing  his  army  with  that  enthufiafm  which  in- 
fures  fuccefs.  His  troops  confidered  themfelves 
as  fo  many  miffionaries,  appointed  to  plant  the 
faith  in  the  furrounding  countries,  to  ere£t  the 
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crefeent  on  the  mins  of  the  crofs,  at  the  rifle  of 
their  lives,  certain  of  the  crown  of  martyrdom, 
and  the  joys  of  paradife,  if  they  died  in  the 
caufe  of  their  religion. 

Their  camps  were  like  great  mofques,  where 
prayers  were  performed,  at  the  appointed  hours, 
with  as  much  devotion  as  the  bufinefs  of  war 
would  allow.  No  licentioufnefs,  no  tumults, 
exifted  in  the  armies,  although  there  were  a 
great  number  of  women ;  they  marched  and 
fought  by  the  fide  of  their  fathers,  their  bro¬ 
thers,  their  hufbands,  as  patient  as  themfelves 
in  fatigue,  and  as  intrepid  in  danger.  One 
fpirit,  that  of  making  profelytes,  animated  all  the 
troops.  Abu  Beer  took  care  to  preferve  it  by 
the  pathetic  exhortations  he  fent  the  chiefs,  and 
which  were  read  at  the  head  of  each  battalion. 
A  letter,  a  Single  billet,  would  create  him  armies. 
He  wrote  to  Mecca  only  thefe  words :  “  This 
“  letter  is  to  inform  you,  that  I  intend  to  take 
“  Syria  out  of  the  hands  of  the  infidels  $  and  I 
“  with  you  to  know,  that  in  fighting  for  the 
“  propagation  of  the  true  religion  you  obey 
<c  the  will  of  God.”  The  people  of  Mecca  ran 
in  crouds,  encamped  round  Medina,  and  re¬ 
mained  there,  notwithstanding  the  fcarcity  of 
pruvifions,  till  the  muffulman  army  was  com¬ 
plete,  and  ready  to  march. 

At  the  moment  of  departure,  Abu  Beer,  in 
fight  of  the  whole  army,  addreffed  a  prayer  to 
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the  Almighty,  to  fill  him  with  courage,  and 
grant  him  a  happy  iffue.  Then  turning  to  the 
general,  he  faid:  “  Yezid,  be  careful  to  treat 
“  your  troops  with  affe&ion  and  kindnefs.  Con- 
<e  fult  your  officers  on  all  important  occafions. 
“  Encourage  your  foldiers  to  combat  valiantly 
“  and  firmly.  Should  you  gain  the  vidtory,  do 
<c  not  put  to  death  either  old  men,  women,  or 
tfC  children.  Do  not  deftroy  the  palm-trees. 
“  Neither  burn  the  corn,  nor  cut  down  trees, 
“  nor  do  any  harm  to  the  cattle,  except  what 
tc  you  kill  to  feed  your  people.  When  you 
“  make  any  treaty  or  agreement,  inviolably 
“  keep  your  word.  Do  not  murder  the  monks, 
“  let  them  live  in  their  monafteries;  and  do 
“  not  deftroy  the  places  where  they  have  de- 
“  voted  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  God.  But 
“  for  thofe  tonfured  members  of  the  fynagogue 
“  of  Satan,  cleave  their  heads  afunder,  unlefs 
“  they  either  became  muffulmen,  or  pay  tri- 
“  bute.”  By  thefe  tonfured  members,  he  molt 
probably  meant  the  chriftian  priefts,  who  by 
their  exhortations  and  zeal  greatly  retarded 
the  propagation  of  mahometifm. 

The  alternative  of  becoming  muffulmen,  pay* 
ing  tribute,  or  fuffering  death,  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  chiefs  of  religion,  it  equally  com¬ 
prized  all  thofe  whom  the  muffulman  arms 
could  reach.  From  Arabia,  which  was  en¬ 
tirely  fubdued,  they  penetrated  into  Syria,  as 
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far  as  the  fertile  plains  of  Damafcus.  This 
place  was  enabled  to  hold  out  a  long  liege,  be- 
caufe  the  emperor  Heraclius  fent  forces  to  its 
affiftance.  Two  tnuffulman  generals  attacked  it 
on  oppofite  fides,  and  while  Obeidah  entered 
through  one  gate  by  capitulation,  Kaled  ftormed 
the  other.  They  met  in  the  town,  the  one  treating 
the  inhabitants  with  kindnefs  and  humanity,  the 
other  carrying  devaluation  with  fire  and  fword. 
Ready  to  rufh  on  each  other,  they  came  to  an 
agreement  that  they  Ihould  both  have  the  liberty 
of  purfuing  the  conduct  they  chofe  :  fo  that  Da- 
inafcus  exhibited  the  lingular  fpe&acle  of  a 
city,  one  part  of  which,  fuffering  all  the  horrors 
of  war,  refounded  with  the  lhrieks  of  defpair, 
while  the  other  loaded  with  bleflings  its  com- 
paflionate  conqueror. 

Abu  Beer’s  reign  was  not  quite  of  three 
years’  duration.  He  is  celebrated  not  only  for 
his  conquefts,  which  are  extraordinary  for  fo 
Ihort  a  fpace,  but  more  for  the  great  fervice  he 
rendered  the  muffulman  religion,  by  compiling 
the  Alcoran.  It  confifts  of  thofe  leaves  which 
Mahomet  alked  from  heaven  as  he  wanted 
them,  and  others  which  he  compofed  in  private, 
to  ferve  on  fome  emergency.  As  the  prophet 
could  not  read,  it  is  faid,  that  his  fecretary  fome- 
times  inferted  notes  of  his  own,  which  dif- 
figured  the  text,  and  even  made  it  ridiculous. 
It  was  neceflary  to  free  it  from  thefe  interpola- 
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lions,  which  was  not  eafy ;  to  colleft  whatever 
was  miflaid,  or  if  loft,  to  fupply  it  by  the  aid  of 
memory,  and  the  tradition  of  the  elders.  Abu 
Beer  took  all  this  trouble  with  the  moft  feru- 
pulous  attention.  His  labour  has  produced  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  chapters,  divided  nearly 
according  to  their  different  fubjefts.  Such  is 
the  Koran,  the  facred  volume  of  the  maho- 
metans,  whofe  ftyle  fay  they,  is  inimitable,  “  a 
te  permanent  miracle,  greater  than  the  refur- 
“  reftion  of  the  dead.”  They  have  another 
book,  containing  the  words  and  deeds  of  the 
prophet,  named  the  Sonna,  lefs  divine,  but 
highly  refpeffed. 

The  mahometan  religion,  unlike  almoft  every 
other,  has  neither  oblations  nor  facrifices.  All 
its  rites  confift  in  fermons,  prayers,  and  purifi¬ 
cations;  to  which  may  be  added,  circumcifion  for 
both  fexes,  the  Ramadam,  which  is  the  month 
fet  apart  for  faffing,  and  the  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca,  once  during  life.  Mahomet  in  found-* 
ing  his  political  laws  on  the  facred  code  has 
rendered  them  religious,  and  by  that  means 
has  infured  them  more  force  and  permanence 
than  if  he  had  made  them  merely  civil.  If 
he  preferibe  duties  on  contrafts  between  in¬ 
dividuals,  whether  marriage,  divorce,  inherit¬ 
ance,  punifhment,  treaties  with  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  or  any  other  object  of  natural  right,  or 
fimple  agreement,  it  is  all  done  in  the  name  of 
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God  ;  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  alms,  loans 
without  ufury,  the  ranfoming  of  captives,  and 
other  praife-worthy  a&ions,  are  all  infifted  on 
as  the  command  of  God,  as  well  as  the  pro¬ 
hibitive  laws,  which  require  his  followers  to 
abftain  from  fome  kinds  of  meat,  from  inebriating 
liquors,  from  all  games  of  chance,  and  from  the 
ftudy  of  divination. 

Predeftination,  or  Fatalifm,  was  of  the  greateft 
afliftance  to  Mahomet.  If  he  were  told  that 
one  of  his  difciples  was  juft  dead  in  battle,  he 
would  reply :  <c  His  days  were  numbered  ;  the 
<c  angel  of  death  would  have  ftruck  him  at 
*c  the  fame  hour  in  his  own  houfe.”  This 
opinion  made  them,  fince  they  muft  die,  prefer  . 
meeting  death  in  the  field  of  glory,  where  with 
a  ferene  brow  they  could  look  on  the  raifed 
poniard  juft  ready  to  ftrike  a  mortal  blow, 
firmly  perfuaded  they  were  going  to  receive 
the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and  the  rewards 
attached  to  it.  “  The  reward  of  every  believer5 
was  feventy  moft  beautiful  women;  a  tent  of 
incomparable  coftlinefs ;  a  prodigious  number 
of  fervants ;  an  aftonifhing  variety  of  viands, 
ferved  in  golden  difhes;  feveral  kinds  of  delicious 
liquors,  prefented  in  goblets  of  the  fame  metal; 
the  choiceft  wines,  free  from  all  intoxicating 
qualities ;  an  affortment  of  magnificent  dreffes, 
fuitable  to  the  fumptuoufnefs  of  the  table  ;  a  nu¬ 
merous  retinue;  in  fine,  all  that  can  flatter  the 
fenfuality  of  the  greateft  voluptuary ;  and,  to  be 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


3i 


able  to  enjoy  them,  endlefs  renovated  youth  and 
ftrength.  Such  is  the  mahometan  paradife.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  well-informed  muffulmen  give 
very  little  faith  to  thefe  chimerical  promifes  5  but 
the  people! — oh  Ample  people,  how  ye  are 
deceived ! 

Omar,  who  had  been  the  competitor  of  Abu  om2r. 
Beer,  fucceeded  him.  The  deceafed  Caliph  634- 
left  but  three  drachmas  in  money.  When  an 
account  of  this  treafure  was  given  to  Omar,  he 
exclaimed,  <e  God  forgive  Abu  Beer  y  he  has 
“  fet  an  example  to  his  fucceffors  very  hard 
“  for  them  to  follow.”  This  difinterefted  pon¬ 
tiff  ufed  to  fay,  <c  Good  aflions  are  a  defence 
“  againft  adverfity,” — — u  Death  is  the  mod 
<c  trifling  thing  in  the  world  when  it  has  hap- 
<e  pened,  and  the  moil  terrible  of  all  things  be- 
<f  fore  it  does  happen.”  Omar  took  the  title  of 
Emperor,  or  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  which 
has  been  continued  by  his  fucceffors. 

One  would  be  inclined  to  think,  that  a  prince 
who  had  conquered  the  fineft  part  of  Syria,  who 
faw  victory  always  enlifted  under  his  banners, 
become  by  the  force  of  arms  fovereign  of-Mefo- 
potamia,  all  Judea,  Egypt,  and  the  mod  flourifh- 
ing  towns  of  that  country,  Antioch,  Emefa, 
and  Alexandria;  who  entered  triumphantly  into 
Jerufalem ;  whofe  army,  after  many  fan gui nary 
battles,  penetrated  into  Perfia,  and  even  (hook  the 
throne ; — it  is  natural  to  think  that  fuch  a  prince 
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mull  have  been  a  great  warrior.  But  Omar  did 
not  even  head  his  troops.  He  fent  orders  from 
Medina,  his  place  of  abode,  in  the  fententious 
ftyle  of  the  Alcoran ;  and  not  only  his  generals 
regulated  themfelves  by  them,  but  even  the 
foldiery  fubmitted  to  them  with  the  moft  pious 
refignation.  The  army  commanded  by  Obeidah 
gave  a  fignal  proof  of  this.  The  general  had 
written  to  the  caliph,  that  fince  their  being  in 
Syria  his  troops  had  ufed  themfelves  to  drink 
wine.  Omar  ordered  the  guilty  to  be  punifhed 
with  eighty  ftrokes  on  the  foies  of  their  feet. 
The  general  informed  them  of  this  fentence, 
and  exhorted  thofe  who  were  confcious  of  guilt 
to  voluntarily  confefs  their  fault,  and  prove  the 
iincerity  of  their  repentance  by  patiently  fub- 
mitting  to  the  chaftifement  impofed  by  the 
caliph.  A  great  number  acknowledged  their 
fault,  and  fuffered  the  punilhment,  without  any 
other  accufer  than  their  confcience.  This  Obei- 
dah  was  Omar’s  favourite  general :  he  preferred 
him  to  Kaled,  whom  he  degraded.  “  Obeidah,” 
faid  he,  “  is  good  and  moderate,  and  always  has 
<c  behaved  with  kindnefs  towards  the  mufful* 
<c  men  ;  whereas  Kaled  is  of  a  ferocious  and  urn 
“  tra£table  difpofition,  greedy  of  plunder,  and 
“  guilty  of  many  exceffes.  God  himfelf  will 
**  guide  the  defigns  of  fo  virtuous  a  man  as 
“  Obeidah,  and  will  affift  and  blefs  his  mild 
**  and  gentle  meafures.”  Kaled’s  difgrace  did 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


33, 


not  prevent  him  from  ferving.  He  diftinguifhed 
in  Omar,  two  diftinft  perfons.  cc  I  have,”  faid 
he,  “  a  natural  averfion  from  him  ;  but  I  fub- 
<c  mit  to  the  will  of  God,  expreffed  by  the 
“  caliph,  the  lawful  fucceffor  of  Mahomet.” 
With  fuch  fentiments,  which  the  caliph  well 
knew,  what  might  he  not  expert  from  his 
foldiers  and  their  chiefs  ?  He  took  great  care  to 
wean  their  affeflions  from  every  obje£l  which 
could  attach  them  to  this  world.  He  wrote  to 
Obeidah,  as  follows :  “  I  command  thee  to  put 
<c  thy  truft  in  God,  and  not  to  be  among  the 
“  number  of  thofe,  of  whom  he  fayeth,  If  your 
<c  fathers,  or  your  children,  or  your  brethren,  or 
<f  your  wives,  or  your  relations,  or  the  riches 
“  you  have  acquired,  or  the  merchandize  you 
“  fear  you  fhall  not  fell,  or  the  houfes  in  which 
“  you  take  delight,  are  dearer  to  you  than  God 
“  and  his  apoftle,  and  the  progrefs  of  his  religion, 
“  tremble  left  he  fulfil  againft  you  that  he 
“  hath  refolved.” 

If  we  wifh  to  know  what  right  the  Arabs 
pretended  to  have  to  Syria,  the  fineft  part  of 
their  conquefts,  it  will  be  found  in  a  converfa- 
tion  between  Amru,  one  of  Omar’s  generals, 
and  Conftantine,  the  fon  of  Heraclius.  “  The 
tc  Greeks  and  the  Arabs  being  near  relations,” 
faid  this  prince,  “  are  to  blame  to  go  to  war.”  “If 
“  even  they  were  brethren,”  replied  the  Arab, 
“  if  their  religion  be  different,  that  is  a  fufficient 
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“  reafon  to  go  to  war ;  but  I  am  ignorant  of 
“  the  relationlhip  between  the  Koreifh  and 
“  the  Greeks.”  Conftantine  replied  :  “  Adam, 
cc  Noah,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and.Efau,  were  the 
cc  fathers  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabs :  they  are 
**  then  relations,  and  fhould  not  quarrel  about 
“  the  land  which  their  fore-fathers  divided 
“  among  them.”  “  That  is  true,”  faid  Amru, 
a  but  that  divifion  no  longer  exifts.  The  coun- 
“  try  you  po  fiefs  does  not  belong  to  you  :  it  was 
te  inhabited  by  the  Amalekites  before  you,  and 
<c  they  were  the  defendants  of  Shem,  and  lo 
“  are  we.  We  claim  the  inheritance  of.  our 
“  brethren :  we  on!>r  intend  to  put  things  on 
<l  their  former  footing,  and  take  pofieflion  ol 
“  your  fertile  fields,  your  rich  pafturage,  your 
“  fine  rivers,  your  magnificent  houfes ;  and  we 
“  will  give  you  in  exchange  our  rocks,  our 
,c  deferts,  our  dry  and  barren  lands,  which  were 
,c  the  fhare  of  Ham  and  Japhet,  from  whom 
tf  you  are  defended.”  Conftantine  infilled  on 
their  long  poflefiion,  which  annulled  every  other 
title.  ccYou  are  very  right,”  anfwered  Amru; 

but  we  find  Syria  fo  charming  a  country,  in 
°'c  comparifon  of  ours,  that  we  fliall  never  confent 
to  quit  it;  but  abfolutely  refolve  to  make  our- 
**  felves  mailers  of  it :  however,  you  have  two 
<c  ways  of  remaining  peaceable  pofteftors  of  your 
immenfe  wealth  ;  either  by  embracing  illam- 
M  ifm,  or  paying  the  tribute  we  require  of 
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“  infidels.”  With  fuch  arguments,  fupported 
by  a  powerful  army,  what  might  not  be 
achieved  ? 

The  motive  the  mahometans  affigned  for  tak¬ 
ing  pofleflion  of  Jerufalem  was  much  of  the  fame 
fort.  It  was,  faid  they,  the  holy  city,  whence 
the  prophet  fet  off  on  his  journey  to  the  feven 
heavens ;  and  it  was  very  improper  that  it  (hould 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  infidels.  The  in¬ 
habitants  obtained  leave  to  refign  it  only  to 
Omar  himfelf.  He  condefcended  to  undertake 
the  journey,  and  they  had  great  reafon  to  ap¬ 
plaud  his  kindnefs  and  juftice.  According  to  the 
maxims  of  the  muflelmen,  every  place  where 
the  caliph  had  prayed  belonged  to  him  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  had  the  delicacy  not  to  pray  in  the  church ; 
and  he  gave  the  chriftians,  without  folicitation, 
a  written  protection  againft  the  invafion  of  his 
fucceffors.  The  capitulation  he  granted  them 
contains  many  privileges  for  the  chriftians  in 
the  city,  and  is  the  foundation  of  thofe  they  en¬ 
joy  under  the  Turkifh  government.  Omar  de- 
ferves  the  more  praife  for  this  action,  becaufe 
he  was  an  enthufiaft,  who  faw  fcience  and  wif- 
dom  only  in  the  mahometan  religion,  and  had 
no  idea  how  any  perfon  could  profefs  another. 
His  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft  are  but  too  well 
known,  from  the  deftruftion  of  the  famous  Alex¬ 
andrian  library,  which  had  been  half  deftroyed  by 
accident  under  Csefar.  When  Amru  his  general 
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enquired  what  was  to  be  done  with  what  re¬ 
mained,  Omar  replied  :  “  If  the  books  of  which 
cc  you  fpeak  agree  with  what  is  written  in  the 
“  book  of  God,  that  is  fufficient,  and  all  others 
“  are  ufelefs  ;  if  they  contain  doitrines  contrary 

to  this  divine  book,  they  (hould  be  regarded 
<f  as  pernicious,  and  fhould  be  deftroyed.” 
Amru  therefore  employed  the  books  in  heat¬ 
ing  the  baths  of  Alexandria,  which  were  four 
thoufand  in  number,  and  which  they  conftantly 
fupplied  with  fuel  during  fix  months. 

This  dreadful  effect  of  fanaticifm  has  already 
been  mentioned,  but  it  is  repeated  here  as  a 
ufeful  leffon  to  fhew  that  fanaticifm,  whether 
in  religion,  the  caufe  of  liberty,  or  any  other 
object,  is  always  deftructive. 

The  people  of  Medina  were  apprehenflve 
that  Omar,  attracted  by  the  charms  of  Paleftine, 
would  abandon  them,  and  fx  his  feat  of  empire 
at  Jerufalem.  The  defcriptions  left  us  by  the 
hiftorians  of  thofe  times  of  the  plains  of  Judea, 
its  fertility,  and  numerous  towns,  enriched  by 
commerce,  correfpond  with  thofe  of  the  facred 
writings,  and  convince  us  that  the  Jewifli 
authors  have  been  unjuftlv  fufpedted  of  exag¬ 
gerating  the  delights  of  this  country :  “  a  land 
'c  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.” 

What  are  now,  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Turks,  the  countries  watered  by  the  Tigris  and 
•the  Euphrates  ?  Is  it  becaufe  thefe  rivers,  inter¬ 
cepted  in  their  courfe  by  the  ruins  of  bridges. 
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have  inundated  the  plains,  and  formed  miry 
fwamps;  becaufe  the  veftiges  of  the  magnificent 
towns  which  formerly  adorned  them  are  fcarcely 
vifible;  or  becaufe  in  thofe  parts  which  have  been 
difcovered  the  oniv  inhabitants  are  hordes  of 
wandering  Arabs,  whofe  fight  is  to  be  dreaded  ? 
Are  thefe  fufficient  reafons  to  conclude  that  this 
country  was  not  the  mod  fertile  and  the  beft 
peopled  in  the  world  r  The  fame  may  be  faid 
with  refpefl  to  Judea. 

On  Omar’s  departure  for  Jerufalem,  he  vifited 
the  tomb  of  Mahomet,  and  appointed  Ali  his 
lieutenant  during  his  abfence.  He  mounted  a 
dun  camel,  loaded  with  two  bags :  one  con¬ 
tained  his  fawick,  a  mixture  of  barley,  rice,  and 
wheat,  boiled  and  cleaned ;  the  other  was  filled 
with  fruit.  Before  him  he  carried  a  leather 
bottle  full  of  water — a  neceflary  article  in  thefe 
fandy  countries — and  behind  him  a  wooden  dilli. 
He  began  the  day  with  prayer  ;  then  turning  to 
his  travelling  companions,  addrelfed  them  in  a 
lhort  exhortation  intermixed  with  pious  ejacu¬ 
lations,  filled  his  difh  w'ith  fawick,  and  regaled 
them  with  it :  they  all  ate  with  him  without  any 
diftin&ion.  When  he  was  not  on  a  journey, 
his  ufual  food  confifted  of  barley-bread,  feafoned 
with  a  little  fait ;  and  frequently,  by  way  of  mor¬ 
tification,  he  even  ate  it  without.  His  drink  was 
water;  and  his  clothes  were  interwoven  with  ca¬ 
mels’  hair  in  great  diforder,  apd  eyen  torn.  There 
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never  was  any  thing  fo  flovenly  as  his  appear¬ 
ance.  The  motive  of  this  negligence  of  the 
caliph’s,  whether  real  or  affefted,  is  found  in  a 
converfation  between  Heraclius  and  Rafaa,  an 
Arabian  prifoner;  and  fince  Omar  is  the  perfon 
fpoken  of,  no  wonder  that  his  motives  were  more 
worthy  of  an  afcetic  than  of  an  emperor. 

Heraclius  queftioned  him  in  this  manner: 
“  Why  is  Omar  dreffed  in  fo  fimple  a  garb,  fo 
different  from  the  cuftom  of  princes  ;  he  who 
“  has  taken  fuch  vaft  treafures  from  the  chrif- 
“  tians  ?”  Rafaa  replied:  “From  the  fear  of 
“  God,  and  a  value  for  the  life  to  come.” 

“  In  what  fort  of  a  palace  does  he  dwell  ? 
<c  In  a  palace  built  of  earth.  Who  are  his 
“  domeftics  ?  The  poor  and  needy.  On  what 
“  carpet  does  he  fit  ?  Uponjuftice  and  equity. 
ct  What  is  his  throne  ?  Moderation,  and  the 
“  knowledge  of  truth.  His  treafures  ?  His  truft 
t:  in  God.  His  guards  ?  The  braveft  of  the 
“  Unitarians.”  The  muffulmen  took  this  title, 
in  oppofition  to  the  chriftians,  whom  they  called 
affociators,  from  the  doftrine  of  the  trinity. 
Rafaa  terminated  this  converfation  with  this 
trait  of  monkifh  modelty  :  “  Know,  that  many 
<c  perfons  have  faid  ro  Omar  :  c  You  who  poffefs 
the  treafures  of  the  Csefars,  wrho  have  kings 
“  and  princes  fubjefted  to  your  power,  why  do 
<£  you  not  wear  coflly  apparel Omar  replied: 
“  You  feck  the  good  things  of  this  world ;  but 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

ee  I  feek  .the  favour  of  him  who  is  fovereign  of 
“  this  world,  and  of  the  world  to  come.” 

The  oriental  hiftorians  defcribe  Omar  as  gene¬ 
rous,  beneficent,  and  a  ftri6t  obfervec  of  juftice, 
which  he  difpenfed  with  the  greateft  impar¬ 
tiality.  “  His  cane,”  fay  they,'"  or  his  walking 
"  ftafF,  infpired  more  awe  in  the  guilty  than 
“  the  fword  of  another  man.”  This  fevere 
equity  coft  him  his  life.  A  Have,  named  Lulua, 
came  to  complain  of  his  mailer ;  Omar  thought 
the  accufation  unfounded.  Lulua  withdrew, 
murmuring  infolently,  and  menaced  him.  “  This 
“  Have,”  exclaimed  the  emperor,  “  dares  to 
“  threaten  me  ;  if  I  were  capable  of  putting  any 
“  one  to  death  only  on  fufpicion,  I  fliould  inftant- 
“  ly  have  him  beheaded.”  A  Ihort  time  after¬ 
wards,  as  Omar  was  reciting  the  morning  prayers 
in  the  mofque  of  Medina,  the  Have  approached, 
and  gave  him  three  ftabs  in  the  belly.  His  at¬ 
tendants  attempted  to  feize  him,  but  he  de¬ 
fended  himfelf  like  a  defperado,  wounded  thir¬ 
teen,  and  feven  of  them  mortally.  One  of  thofe 
who  furrounded  him  threw  his  cloke  over  his 
head,  when  finding  himfelf  taken,  he  plunged 
his  dagger  into  his  breall,  and  expired. 

During  three  days  that  Omar  furvived  his 
being  wounded,  his  courtiers  and  minillers  foli- 
cited  him  to  appoint  a  fucceffor,  and  propofed 
feveral  perfons  to  him,  but  he  rejefiled  them  all. 
One  was  not  grave  enough,  another  too  ayari- 
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cious,  a  third  favage  and  unforgiving,  a  fourth 
too  proud  and  haughty.  In  his  opinion,  the 
fucceffor  of  the  prophet  ought  to  be  affable  and 
full  of  condefcenfion.  His  fon  was  mentioned 
to  him.  “  Ah  !”  faid  he,  “  it  is  fufficient  that 
te  one  man  in  a  family  is  obliged  to  give  an 
{<  account  of  a  charge  fo  arduous  as  the  office 
“  of  caliph  ”  He  named  fix  electors,  who  were 
to  chufe  after  his  death.  One  of  them  offered 
to  refign  his  dignities,  if  the  reft  would  permit 
him  to  make  the  choice ;  they  confented,  and 
after  fecretly  confulting  the  wifh  of  the  people, 
he  appointed  Othman,  whom  Omar,  though  he 
knew  him  poffelfed  of  the  requiftte  qualities  in 
other  refpefls,  had  rejefted,  becaufe  he  was 
too  much  inclined  to  favour  his  friends  and 
favourites. 

In  the  reign  of  Othman,  the  muffulmen  took 
poffeffion  of  the  fineft  provinces  of  Perfia, 
ftrengthened  themfelves  in  Egypt,  fettled  colo¬ 
nies  in  Cyprus,  and,  it  is  thought,  even  got 
footing  in  Spain.  Thefe  conquefts  were  all 
obtained  by  his  generals,  notwitbftanding  the 
diffenfions  which  prevailed  at  the  court  of  Oth¬ 
man.  Omar  was  not  miftaken  when  he  feared 
that,  ffiould  he  afcend  the  throne,  his  predilec¬ 
tion  for  his  friends  and  relatives  in  his  diftribu- 
iion  of  offices  would  be  fatal  to  him.  He  gave 
the  government  of  Egypt  to  his  fofter-brother, 
who  could  not  be  young,  fipce  Othman  was 
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feventy  years  old  when  he  was  raifed  to  the 
dignity  of  caliph.  He  was  appointed  to  this 
government  to  the  prejudice  ot  Amru,  who  had 
conquered  the  kingdom,  and  was  greatly  be¬ 
loved  for  his  mild  and  equitable  adminiftration. 
On  the  loud  and  reiterated  complaint  of  the 
people,  the  emperor  was  obliged  to  reinftate 
Amru,  and  even  make  a  new  election  to  feveral 
other  polls,  where  his  former  choice  had  brought 
him  into  difefteem. 

The  people,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe,  threw  on 
him  all  the  blame  due  to  his  minitters  and  gene¬ 
rals,  fome  of  whom  were  incapable  of,  and  others 
traitors  to,  their  trull.  Othman  felt  the  confe- 
quence  of  his  imprudent  condmft.  He  publicly 
acknowledged  it,  promifed  to  reform,  and  re¬ 
gained  the  affections  of  his  fubje£ts :  but  there 
were  finilter  defigns  formed  againlt  him,  from 
which  his  repentance  could  not  protect  him. 

At  Onlar’s  death,  two  fa£tions  had  arifen  : 
one  headed  by  Ali,  coufin  and  fon-in-law  to 
Mahomet,  who  afpired  to  the  office  of  caliph 
after  the  prophet’s  deceafe  ;  the  other  by  Avefha, 
his  widow,  whom  he  had  loved  more  than  all 
his  wives,  who  aimed  at  fetting  Jelha,  her  rela¬ 
tion,  on  the  throne. 

It  was,  it  feems,  to  obviate  the  dangers  of  this 
contell,  that  they  were  both  reje£led,  and  Oth¬ 
man  chofen.  As  he  was  in  years,  the  rival  fac¬ 
tions  agreed  to  this  arrangement,  flattering  them- 
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felves  that  the  time  was  not  diftant  when  they 
might  renew  their  pretentions  :  but  all  the  un- 
eafinefs  they  caufed  the  old  man  was  in  vain, 
grief  could  not  kill  him  ;  and  though  his  fub- 
jecrs  whifpered  their  difcontent,  they  ftill  re- 
fpefited  him.  Other  means  then  were  neceffary  to 
deprive  him  of  this  kind  of  truft  which  he  kept 
too  long.  Merwan,  his  fecretary,  who  was  con¬ 
cerned  in  Ayetha’s  cabal,  became  the  inftru- 
ment  of  the  moil  diabolical  plot  that  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  can  conceive.  Othman,  had  juft 
pardoned  fome  of  the  Egyptian  rebels,  and  fent 
them  back  well  pleafed  to  their  own  country. 
Merwan,  in  his  matter's  name,  wrote  to  the 
governor  as  follows :  “  As  foon  as  fach  and 

O 

<£  fuch  perfons,  whom  he  named,  arrive  in 
<c  Egypt,  do  not  fail  to  cut  off  their  hands  and 
“  feet,  and  impale  them.”  The  villain  con¬ 
trived  that  the  letter  fhould  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  party  threatened.  The  Egyptians,  furious 
with  rage,  returned  to  Medina,  where  Ali,  who 
was  on  the  fpot,  made  fome  feeble  efforts  in  the 
caliph’s  defence.  Othman  wTas  inhumanly  maf- 
facred  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  after  a  reign  of 
twelve  years,  glorious  in  appearance  5  but  the 
joy  of  his  foreign  victories,  was  continually  im- 
bittered  by  his  domeftic  vexations.  He  was 
brave,  magnificent,  generous,  and  liberal.  Lefs 
confidence  in  traitors,  and  a  better  choice  of 
friends,  would  have  contributed  more,  than  his 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


45 


great  qualities,  to  his  own  happinefs,  and  that 
of  his  fubjefts. 

Ayefha  was  .not  tat  Medina  when  Othman  was  ah,  4th 
affaflinated,  and  herabfence  obliged  her  party  to  655.P  * 
affiftin  ele&ing  Ali.  He  fhewed  great  unwilling- 
nefs,  either  real  or  affe£ted,  to  accept  the  fove- 
reignty.  “I  would  rather,”  fa  id  he,  “ferve  a 
“  mailer,  in  the  quality  of  vizier  or  prime  minif- 
“  ter,  than  myfelf  talie.  charge  of  the  empire.” 

This  refiftance  was  carried  fo  far  that  the  people 
menaced  him  with  death,  if  he  refufed  to  be 
enthroned.  The  ceremony  was  performed  pub¬ 
licly  in  the  grand  mofque ;  Yelha,  Ayefha’s 
favourite,  and  Zobeir,  another  pretender,  were 
the  firft  to  do  him  homage,  but  were  not  long 
in  proving  their  hatred.  Ayefha,  if  fhe  wrere 
not  concerned  in  Othman’s  death,  at  leaf! 
had  wifhed  it,  that  fhe  might  fee  Yelha  in  his 
place.  Difappointed  in  her  hopes,  fhe  fent  for 
him  and  Zobeir,  the  other  competitor,  to  join 
her;  but  not  finding  themfelves  able  to  cope 
with  Ali,  who  had  the  fuffrage  of  the  public, 
the  cabal  agreed  to  fet  up  Moawiyah,  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Syria,  in  oppofition  to  him.  Ali  had 
the  imprudence  when  he  afcended  the  throne 
to  recal  this  governor;  but  the  latter  being  too 
powerful  to  obey,  he  from  that  time  became  an 
implacable  enemy,  and  a  dangerous  rival.  The 
people  muft  have  a  pretext :  there  was  one 
wanting:  that  which  they  fixed  on,  was  an  in- 
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finuation  that  Ali  had  been  acceffary  to  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Othman.  The  little  exertion  he  had  ufed 
in  his  defenfe  gave  fome  colour  to  this  accufa- 
tion;  but  it  was  much  more  probable  that  the 
crime  was  concerted  by  thofe  who,  during  the  ca¬ 
liph’s  reign,  had  endeavoured  to  deprive  him  of 
the  affedtion  of  his  fubjedfs,  than  by  Ali,  who 
had  conciliated  them.  However,  this  charge, 
adroitly  managed,  prevailed.  Ayefha  raifed  the 
flandard  of  rebellion  at  Mecca.  The  pious 
muffulmen  ran  and  enrolled  themfelves  beneath 
the  banners  of  the  mother  of  the  true  believers. 
She  began  her  march  attended  by  Y  elha  and 
Zobeir,  intending  to  join  Moawiyah  in  Syria : 
Ali  intercepted  their  route,  and  a  dreadful  battle 
enfued.  The  widow  of  Mahomet,  mounted  on  a 
camel,  rode  through  the  ranks,  haranguing  her 
troops.  She  w^as  in  the  thickeft  of  the  affray  : 
<c  Her  litter  refembled  a  porcupine,  it  was  fo 
sc  briltled  round  with  fpears  and  arrows.”  Her 
camel  was  hamflrung,  and  fhe  remaining  on  the 
field  was  taken  prifoner,  and  prefented  to  Ali. 
He  received  her  with  great  marks  of  diftinclion 
and  refpcdf,  and  contented  himfelf  with  con¬ 
fining  her  to  her  houfe  at  Mecca,  with  orders 
that  flie  fhould  no  more  meddle  with  affairs 
of  hate. 

Yelha  was  mortally  wounded  by  the  fecre- 
tary  Morwan,  who  confeffed  to  Ali,  that  it  was 
this  favourite  of  Avefha’s  who  had  planned 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


45 


Othman’s  death.  Zobeir,  her  other  chief,  was 
overtaken  in  his  flight  and  beheaded. 

Ali  then  turned  his  arms  againft  Moawiyah, 
and  gained  many  advantages.  The  rebel  mull 
have  been  defeated,  had  not  Amru,  one  of 
his  captains,  fuggefted  a  flratagem  to  in¬ 
duce  Ali’s  troops  to  defert  him.  Moawiyah, 
according  to  his  advice,  ordered  feveral  alco- 
rans  to  be  fattened  to  the  points  of  fome 
lances,  and  carried  at  the  head  of  the  army ; 
while  the  bearers  cried  in  a  loud  voice  :  “  This 
“  is  the  book  which  ought  to  adjutt  all  dif- 
“  putes  :  here  is  placed  between  you  and  us 
“  the  book  of  God,  which  abfolutely  forbids 
“  the  fhedding  of  muflulman  blood.”  At  this 
fight,  Ali’s  troops  refufed  to  engage,  and  infilled 
on  their  chiefs  confenting  to  an  arbitration, 
which  fliould  decide  between  him  and  Moa¬ 
wiyah.  His  foldiers  would  not  even  permit  him 
to  chufe  his  umpire,  but  obliged  him  to  take 
Aba  Mufa,  a  perfon  of  weak  intellects,  who  had 
already  betrayed  him  twice ;  while  Moawiyah 
was  allowed  to  have  Amru,  a  man  of  abilities 
and  firmnefs  of  charafter  and  who  had  in¬ 
vented  the  expedient  of  the  alcorans. 

Amru,  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  genius 
of  his  colleague,  managed  him  fo  well,  that  he 
in  a  thort  time  became  his  matter.  He  per- 
fuaded  him,  that  to  eftablifh  peace  in  the  muf¬ 
lulman  empire,  it  was  neceflary  to  depofe  both 
Ali  and  Moawiyah,  and  eleft  a  new  caliph. 
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who  fihould  be  agreeable  to  all  parties.  This  im¬ 
portant  point  fettled,  a  tribunal  was  raifed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  armies,  on  which  both  the  arbi¬ 
trators  were  to  publilh  their  decifion.  Amru 
adjudged  to  Abu  Mufa  the  honour  of  fpeaking 
firft.  He  mounted,  and  pronounced  thefe  words: 

<c  I  depofe  Ali,  and  Moawiyah  likewife,  and 
“  I  take  the  throne  from  them,  as  1  do  this 
<£  ring  from  my  finger.”  Amru  then  arofe,  and 
faid  :  “  You  have  juft  heard  Abu  Mufa  depofe 
“  Ali : — I,  a!fo,  depofe  him,  and  1  inveft  Moa- 
c£  wiyah  with  the  fovereign  power,  as  1  put  this 
<c  ring  upon  my  finger.” — He  added  fome  argu>- 
ment  in  favour  of  his  candidate,  and  reverted  to 
the  perfidious  infinuations  relative  to  the  fibare 
Ali  was  fufpefted  to  have  had  in  the  murder  of 
Gthman.  Abu  Mufa  complained  loudly  of  his 
colleague’s  treachery,  and  Ali  protefted  againft: 
it ;  but  though  no  one  was  deceived  by  this  ar¬ 
tifice,  yet  the  number  of  Ali’s  partifans  were  di- 
mJnifhed,  and  thofe  of  Moawiyah  augmented  by- 
it.  The  governors  of  the  provinces  divided  with 
the  two  rivals  according  to  their  intereft,  and 
the  war  became  more  fanguinary  than  before. 

Two  devout  but  wild  enthufiafts,  moved  by 
the  miferies  the  war  occafioned,  and  believing 
that  every  a£l  was  fan£tioi:  ■'  which  would  pre¬ 
vent  a  further  effufion  of  mmTulman  blood, 
agreed  to  attempt  it,  by  a  more  certain  method 
than  arbitration.  cc  If  Ali,  and  Moawiyah,”  faid 
they,  cc  thofe  falfe  imans,  wTere  both  dead,,  the 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY, 


47 


“  moflem  affairs  would  profper :  let  us  endeavour 
cc  to  rid  ourfelves  of  them.”  They  feparated, 
firmly  determined  to  facrifice  themfelves  in  the 
caufe  of  religion.  Moawiyah  was  {tabbed  by 
one  of  them,  but  the  wound  was  not  mortal. 
Ali  received  a  blow  from  the  other,  which 
would  have  had  no  fatal  confequence,  had  not 
the  affaffin  provided  himfelf  with  a  poifoned 
dagger.  Ali  at  his  death  was  upwards  of  fixty 
years  of  age,  and  had  reigned  five  years. 

The  reign  of  Ali  forms  a  remarkable  epocna 
in  the  modem  hiftory,  on  account  of  the  fchifm 
which  then  arofe,  and  which  ftill  exifts.  The 
partifans  of  Ali,  confider  Abu  Beer,  Omar,  and 
Othman,  the  three  firft  caliphs,  as  intruders  and 
ufurpers.  The  appellation  of  Shiites,  meaning 
feftaries,  which  their  adverfaries  gave  them  as 
a  mark  of  contempt,  they  regard  as  a  title  of 
honour.  But  the  opponents  of  Ali  confider  him 
as  a  falfe  iman.  They  call  themfelves  Sonnites  or 
traditionaries,  becaufe  they  follow  the  traditions, 
whereas  the  fhiites  acknowledge  the  alcoran 
only,  which,  however,  the  fonnites  accufe  them 
of  having  corrupted.  They  alfo  ftyle  themfelves 
Ommiades,  from  Omar  and  Othman,  whom  they 
hold  in  veneration.  Thefe  two  parties  hate  and 
anathematize  each  other  as  the  mo!i  abominable 
of  all  heretics,  more  ignorant  of  the  truth  than 
even  the  Chriftians  and  the  Jews.  At  prefent 
all  Perfia,  part  of  the  princes  of  Tartary,  and 
fame  of  the  kings  of  Judea,  are  fhiites  or  fee- 
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taries  of  All.  The  Turks,  and  other  maho- 
metans,  are  fonnites  and  ottomans,  or  difciples 
of  Othman.  Thefe  two  principal  branches  of 
iflamifm  are  divided  into  a  multitude  of  different 
fe£ts,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  enumerate. 
Ali  was  courageous,  pious,  humane,  compaf- 
fionate.  His  enemies  even  allow  him  thofe 
qualities.  He  wanted  only  the  vigour  and  firm- 
nefs  neceffary  to  govern.  Had  he  been  lefs  in¬ 
clined  to  conciliatory  meafures,  he  mod  pro¬ 
bably  would  have  been  more  fuccefsful. 

Hafan,  the  eldeft  of  his  children,  wffio  were 
verv  numerous,  fucceeded  him.  He  -was  better 
adapted  by  his  difpofition  to  the  retired  walks 
of  life,  than  to  hold  the  reins  of  government. 
After  a  dreadful  daughter,  the  mangled  remains 
of  which  he  could  not  behold  without  horror, 
fcattered  over  the  field  of  battle,  he  refigned  the 
fovereign  power  to  Moawiyah,  referving  to  him- 
ielf  it  is  thought  the  quality  of  iman.  Moa¬ 
wiyah  eager  to  unite  the  two  titles  which  pro¬ 
perly  conftitute  the  caliphate,  caufed  him  to  be 
poifoned. — Hafan  was  very  generous  :  half  the 
revenue  he  enjoyed,  he  diftributed  in  alms. 
This  prince  poffeffed  in  an  eminent  degree,  the 
mild  and  focial  virtues  which  infure  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  private  life.  His  gentle  and  amiable 
manners  endeared  him  greatlv,  from  his  earlieft 
infancy,  to  the  prophet,  his  grandfather.  Kind 
towards  every  perfon,  he  feems  to  have  had  the 
common  defect  of  fuch  characters,  that  of  no 
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folid  attachment*  for  he  often  repudiated  his 
wives*  who,  apparemlv  grateful  for  the  affection 
he  had  (hewn  them,  flill  prefefved  fome  partiality 
for  him  even  after  their  divorfe. 

During  the  reign  of  Mahomet’s  fifth  fucceffor,  Moaw  iyah? 
many  of  his  courtiers,  generals,  and  minifters,  hill  66o?nlphf 
lived.  The  remainder  of  the  prophet’s  cotem¬ 
poraries  difappeared  under  Moawiyah.  He  was 
the  fon  of  a  great  general  of  the  Koreifh  tribe,  to 
which  the  caliphate  appeared  exclufively  to  be¬ 
long.  He  had  therefore  a  fort  of  right  to  this 
dignity  ;  but  that  would  not  have  been  of  much 
avail,  had  he  not  been  able  to  enforce  it  by  his 
ability  in  the  council,  and  his  valour  in  the  field. 

It  is  alfo  evident  from  the  fate  of  Hafan  that  he 
was  by  no  means  delicate  with  refpefl  to  the 
mode  of  removing  any  obftacles  that  might  op- 
pofe  his  defigns  ;  and  {feel  fometimes,  in  fimilar 
eircumftances,  ferved  him  as  effectually  as  poifom 
All  his  enterprizes  were  powerfully  feconded  bv 
his  natural  brother  Ziyad,  the  iroft  abfolute  of  all 
men  in  command,  and  the  molt  exact  in  enforc¬ 
ing  obedience.  Moawiyah  ufually  fent  him  in¬ 
to  the  countries  the  moft  difficult  to  govern:  his 
reputation  for  feyeritv  preceded  him,  and  pre¬ 
pared  the  way  for  the  moft  implicit  fubmiffion, 
Commiffioned  to  clear  the  country  of  Bafra  from, 
the  robbers  who  infefted  if.  which  his  predecef- 
fors  had  in  vain  attempted,  he  began  with  the 
capital;  forbade,  under  pain  of  death,  anyperfon 
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being  Teen  in  the  ftreets,  or  public  places,  after 
the  hour  of  evening  prayers.  The  firlt  night  two 
hundred  were  killed  by  the  patrol ;  the  fecond, 
five  perfons;  and  the  third,  noteven  one.  After  this 
exploit  he  commanded  each  individual  to  have 
the  door  of  his  houfe  open,  promifing  himfelf  to 
become  refponfible  for  whatever  damage  might 
be  fuftained,  but  none  enfued,  except  what  was 
caufed  by  the  cattle  entering  fome  of  the  drops, 
which  he  then  permitted  to  be  clofed  with  a 
hurdle.  A  poor  flrepherd  palling  with  his  flock 
through  the  city  after  the  fatal  hour,  was  feized 
and  taken  to  Ziyad.  He  pleaded  his  ignorance 
of  the  order.  “  I  willingly  believe  thee,”  faid 
the  governor,  “  but  the  fafety  of  this  place  de- 
s‘  pends  on  thy  death  ;  thou  mull  be  facrificed 
“  for  the  public  good;”  and  he  commanded  him 
him  to  be  beheaded.  His  lieutenant,  Samrah, 
was  as  mercilefs  as  himfelf. — Being  in  the  rear 
of  bis  cavalry  one  day,  as  they  paraded  out  of 
the  town,  he  perceived  a  man,  pierced  by  a 
lance,  lying  on  the  ground,  and  bathed  in  his 
blood.  On  enquiring  the  reafon  of  this  murder, 
and  being  anfvvered  that  it  was  a  peafant  who 
had  not  turned  out  of  the  way  in  time,  he  palfed 
on,  faying  very  coolly  :  “  When  we  march,  every 
“  one  mull  take  care  of  himfelf.” 

Moawiyah  had  fixed  his  relidence  at  Damaf- 
-Cus.  He  ordered  the  prophet’s  pulpit  to  be  re¬ 
moved  thither.  It  was  a  foot-flool,  from  whence 
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Mahomet  delivered  his  fermons,  fitting  on  the 
fecond  ftep  from  the  top,  the  firft  being  left  for 
God.  The  fucceeding  caliphs  occupied  the  reft, 
in  the  order  of  defcent,  as  a  mark  of  humility. 
Moawiyah  probably  thought  that  his  fermons 
would  have  more  effedt  were  they  alfo  delivered 
from  this  fpecies  of  tribunal ;  but  the  people  of 
Medina  refufed  to  part  with  this  precious  de- 
pofit.  The  caliph  had  better  fuccefs  in  an  affair 
in  which  he  expected  to  find  much  greater  dif¬ 
ficulty.  He  had  a  fon,  named  Yezid,  whom  he 
beheld  with  the  partial  eye  of  a  father.  He  fancied 
he  poffeffed  a  majeftic  air,  and  qualities  fuited 
to  the  government  of  a  vaft  empire.  Thofe  who 
faw  him  as  he  really  was,  found  him  prefump- 
tuous,  arrogant,  and  totally  indifferent  to  all  re¬ 
ligious  concerns — a  capital  crime  in  thofe  times 
'  of  fervour.  He  was  accufed  even  of  drinking 
wine,  loving  mufic,  and  clothing  himfelf  in  filk. 
However,  Moawiyah  determined  to  have  him 
acknowledged  his  fucceffor,  and  even  during 
his  life-time  his  colleague.  Notwithftanding 
the  various  obftacles  that  oppofed  him,  he  more 
eafily  obtained  an  objedt  fo  repugnant  to  the 
willies  of  his  people,  and  of  fuch  importance  to 
their  happinefs,  than  the  difplacing  of  the  pro¬ 
phet’s  pulpit. 

This  caliph  was  very  fuccefsful  in  all  his  un¬ 
dertakings.  The  Arab  arms  continued  to  be 
tormidable  during  his  reign.  His  banners  waved 
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even  beneath  the  walls  of  Conftantinople.  He 
held  the  reins  of  empire  forty  years  in  quality 
of  governor  of  Syria  and  caliph,  and  nineteen 
alone  from  Hafan’s  abdication.  He  was  tall  in 
ilature,  extremely  corpulent,  had  a  good  confti- 
tution,  a  broad  cheft,  a  firm  look,  and  a  ftrong 
Voice.  Although  he  may  with  juftice  be  accufed 
of  fome  afls  of  cruelty,  yet,  in  general,  he  was 
gentle  and  humane,  acute,  brave,  ealy  of  accefs, 
and  complaifant  in  his  behaviour. 

Moawiyah  loved  poetry.  A  robber  appre¬ 
hended  for  a  flagrant  crime  was  on  the  point 
of  lofin^  his  hand,  according  to  the  risrour  of  the 
law.  He  implored  for  mercy  in  verfes  fo  replete 
with  genius,  that  the  caliph  pardoned  him.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  was  the  firft  fen- 
tence  pronounced  among  the  mulTulmen  that 
was  not  executed: — never  before  had  any  ca¬ 
liph  prefumed  to  pardon  thofe  whom  the  law  had 
condemned.  Another  poet  wras  alfo  indebted 
to  this  talent  for  the  return  of  a  happinefs 
which  had  been  torn  from  him.  He  had  placed 
all  his  wifhes  in  the  pofleflion  of  a  beautiful 
young  Arab,  and  had  obtained  her  for  his  wife, 
by  facrificing  the  greater  part  of  his  fortune  to 
her  parents.  The  governor  of  Cufa  carried  her 
off  b\  force.  The  young  poet  in  defpair  com¬ 
plained  of  his  lofs  to  Moawiyah,  and  painted  his 
wretchednefs  in  fuch  exquifite  verfe,  that  the  ca¬ 
liph  was  affe&eu,  and  wrote  immediately  to  the 
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governor  to  return  her  to  her  hvifband.  The 
ravifher  was  fo  enamoured,  that  he  replied  to 
the  caliph  :  “  Father  of  the  true  believers,  per- 
te  mit  me  to  pafs  only  one  year  with  her,  and  at 
“  the  end  of  that  period  behead  me.”  Moa- 
wiyah  paid  no  attention  to  this  ridiculous  pro- 
pofal,  but  gave  back  the  lovely  Arab  to  her 
hufband,  according  to  her  own  defire ;  and  join¬ 
ing  generofity  to  juftice,  he  liberally  rewarded 
the  poet,  bv  coftly  prefents,  -for  the  fortune  he 
had  fpent  to  obtain  her. 

At  eighty  years  of  age,  Moawiyah  perceived  Yezid, 
that  he  was  not  fo  active  in  command  as  for¬ 
merly.  “  Old  age,”  he  would  fay  to  thofe  who 
furrounded  him,  “  cools  every  thing :  I  have 
<£  governed  you  fo  long,  that,  in  fine,  we  are 

wearv  of  each  other.”  His  fon  was  abfent 

J 

when  he  died,  but  he  found  means  to  inform 
him,  that  though  he  had  fucceeded  in  having 
him  acknowledged  his  colleague,  he  feared  his 
fuceeflion  to  the  throne  would  not  be  uncon- 
tefted,  would  not  be  pacific,  nor  his  reign  with¬ 
out  trouble. 

The  old  caliph,  by  his  abilities  and  prudence, 
had  retained  his  competitors  within  bounds.  As 
loon  as  he  was  dead,  two  formidable  rivals  ap¬ 
peared,  in  Hofein,  the  fon  of  Ali,  and  brother 
of  Hafan  ;  and  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Zobeir,  who 
had  fallen  at  the  fame  time  with  lelha,  the  fa¬ 
vourite  of  Mahomet’s  widow.  The  former  had 
never  approved  of  his  brother’s  abdication ;  but 
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finding  himfelf  treated  with  refpeft  by  Moa- 
wiyah,  he  had  continued  to  refide  at  Medina-, 
where  he  wms  both  elfeemed  and  beloved,  in 
the  bofom  of  a  family,  who  were  raoft  ten¬ 
derly  attached  to  him :  Zobeir's  fon  being  aifo 
unmolefted  remained  tranauil ;  indulging  how¬ 
ever  a  fecret  hope  or  feizing  that  dignity  which 
had  eluded  his  father’s  grafp.  Medina,  being 
reduced  to  a  governor,  faw  with  regret  the 
fplendour  of  the  caliphate  removed  from  Arabia 
into  Syria,  and  took  pieafure  in  foftering  thofe 
families  likelv  to  revive  her  ancient  honours, 
which  Damafcus  then  enjoyed.  Mecca,  united 
in  intereft  with  Medina,  adopted  the  fame  fen- 
timents,  and  -,be  fame  withes.  All  that  divifion  of 
Arabia  among  whom  iflamifm  had  its  birth, 
openly  embraced  the  caufe  of  thofe  whazealouflv 
profeffed  a  religion  to  which  Yezid  betrayed 
more  than  indifference.  As  loon  as  Hofein  per¬ 
mitted  his  intentions  to  be  known  the  whole  pro¬ 
vince  of  Irak  declared  for  him,  and  although  the 
governor  had  been  ltricily  charged  to  watch  his 
motions,  he  effected  his  efcape  from  Medina, 
and  retired  to  Mecca  to  concert  the  meafures 
moft  likely  to  enfure  him  fuccefs. 

Abdallah  followed  him,  intending  to  frame 
his  conduct  according  to  the  event.  The  more 
cautious  and  prudent  of  Hofein’s  party  ob- 
ferved,  not  without  pain,  that,  flattered  by  the 
preference  given  him  by  the  Arabs,  this  prince 
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expreffed  his  views  too  publicly.  They  advifed 
him  not  to  place  any  great  dependence  on  po¬ 
pular  favour.  Abdallah,  on  the  contrary,  pleafed 
to  fee  the  fon  of  All  rifk.  the  firft  experiment,  ex¬ 
horted  him  not  to  fuffer  the  ardour  of  the  faithful 
mulTulmen  to  cool.  Hofein  adopted  this  coun- 
fel,  and  advanced,  but  badly  attended,  towards 
the  cities  who  invited  him,  and  whom  he  fup- 
pofed  ready  to  embrace  his  caufe.  Such  oertainly 
was  their  intention,  but  fome  were  fo  effectually 
bribed  by  the  governors,  all  chofen  by  Moa- 
wiyah,  that  they  dared  not  declare  themfelves ; 
and  the  reft  were  feduced  by  the  infinuations  of 
perfons  employed  for  that  purpofe  by  Yezid. 
Negotiations  were  begun  between  the  chiefs, 
the  two  armies  being  in  fight  of  each  other. 
During  thefe  conferences,  the  zeal  of  Hofein’s 
troops  was  confiderably  abated,  and  they  almoft 
all  difperfed.  He  remained  with  only  fifty 
horfe  and  a  hundred  foot,  his  relations  and 
friend,  the  braveft  of  the  brave,  all  devoting 
themfelves  to  death,  which  they  knew  was  in* 
evitable,  but  determined  to  fell  their  lives  as 
dearly  as  poffible. 

To  the  unfortunate  Hofein,  encompaffed  by 
an  army  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  was  it  a 
caufe  of  encouragement,  or  defpair,  to  fee  him- 
felf  furrounded  by  his  wives,  his  daughters,  his 
fifters,  their  children  and  his  own,  whom  he  had 
dragged  in  his  train  contrary  to  the  remon* 
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ftrances  of  his  beft  advifers  ?  This  battle  recals 
the  rec.olleflion  of  tho.fe  heroes  of  antiquity,  who 
parleyed,  fufpended  the  attack,  uttered  the  mod 
infulting  threats — and  concluded  by  murder¬ 
ing  each  other.  It  was  propofed  that  Hofein 
lhould  fwear  allegiance  toYezid:  ‘‘Better  to 
“  die,”  replied  he,  “  than  yield  mv  right  to  a 
“  tyrant.”  He  demands  time  for  the  evening 
prayer— this  delay  is  granted — the  night  is  fpent 
in  fortifying  the  camp  and  faftening  the  tents 
together — and  with  the  dawn  begin  menaces 
and  daughter. 

On  the  inftant  of  aftault,  the  air  is  rent  with 
the  Ihrieks  of  the  women  and  children,  mingled 
with  bitter  reproaches  to  the  affailants,  once 
their  friends  and  aflociates — Zeinach,  Hofein’s 
lifter,  quits  her  tent,  and  haftening  to  one  of 
them,  exclaims :  “  Can  you  have  the  heart  to 
“  malTacre  your  old  friend  !”  He  is  moved ; 
tears  run  down  his  cheeks  ;  he  averts  his  face } 
but  arrows  fhower  from  every  quarter  on  this, 
feeble  detachment.  The  horfes,  grown  furious 
with  pain,  roll  themfelves  on  the  earth  ;  their 
riders  difengage  themfelves  in  hafte,  rufh  im- 
petuoufly  on  the  foe,  and  foice  them  to  fall  back. 
A  little  child,  the  nephew’  of  Hofein,  runs  to 
embrace  his  uncle:  while  ftretchin^  out  his 
arms  towards  him,  his  hand  is  cut  off;  he  falls 
and  inftantly  expires.  Y  oung  Abdallah  is  fiain 
by  an  arrow,  while  fitting  on  his  father’s  knee  j 
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and  the  unhappy  Hofein  himfelf  falls,  cover¬ 
ed  with  thirty-three  contufions,  and  thirty-four, 
wounds.  The  conquerors  fevered  his  head  from 
the  trunk,  and  hold  it  up  in  triumph-  At  this 
fpeftacle,  thofe  who  yet  have  fufKcient  (Length 
flee,  and  his  family  are  taken  prifoners.  The 
enemy’s  general  (hewed  them  no  great  refpeft: ; 
but,  on  this  occafion,  Yezid  conduced  himfelf 
like  a  truly  magnanimous  prince*  Far  from 
exulting  in  his  rival’s  death,  when  his  head  was 
prefented  to  him,  he  exclaimed  :  ‘  Oh  !  Hofein, 
*■  could  I  have  fayed  thee,  thou  (houldeft  not 
‘t  have  fallen!”  On  obfery  ng  his  wives  and 
children  meanly  clad,  and  in  a  fituation  unbe¬ 
coming  their  rank,  he  blamed  his  general,  order¬ 
ed  young  All  and  Amru,  who  had  been  fpared, 
garments  fuitable  to  their  quality.  He  treated 
the  widows  with  all  pofiiblc  deference,  and  even 
gave  them  as  affociate  mourners  for  Hofein’s 
death  the  widows  of  Maowiyah  his  own  father. 
When  they  were  recovered  (rom  their  fatigue, 
he  took  leave  of  them  with  the  greateft  kind- 
nefs,  and  appointed  a  (Long  efcort  to  condufl 
them  from  Damafcus  to  Mecca,  commanded  by 
a  man  of  mild  and  gentle  manners,  who,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  caliph’s  defire,  endeavoured  to  alle*' 
yiate  their  forrow  by  the  mod  ftudied  marks  of 
delicate  attention,  flofein  was  about  fifty  years 
pld  when  he  was  (lain. 

His  death  difembanaffed  Ytzid  only  of  one 
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rival :  there  remained  another  equally  dangerous 
in  Abdallah  the  fon  of  Zobier.  We  have  already 
obferved,  that  he  had  perfuaded  Hofein  to  ven¬ 
ture  a  firff  trial ;  and  he  now  expended  to  turn 
that  prince’s  dreadful  cataflrophe  to  his  own  ad¬ 
vantage.  He  began  Dubliclv  to  lament  his  late 
in  Medina,  where  he  refided.  This  companion 
procured  him  a  great  number  of  partifans,  which 
he  augmented  by  donations  judicioufly  diftribut- 
ed  among  the  pious,  vvhofe  fuffrages  might  affift 
his  defigns.  He  had  the  lefs  trouble  in  gaining 
them,  becaufe  the  accounts  which  arrived  from 
Damafcus  gave  Yezid  a  very  indifferent  cha- 
radfer  in  regard  to  religion,  and  reprefented 
him,  with  juflice,  as  a  perfon  by  no  means  exact 
in  the  obfervance  of  its  duties.  The  people 
being  impreffed  with  thofe  unfavourable  fenti- 
ments,  a  man,  either  bribed  for  the  occafion,  or 
an  enthufiafl  in  reality,  rofe  up  in  the  mofque  of 
Medina,  and  threw  his  turban  on  the  ground,  ex¬ 
claiming,  “  I  caff  off  Yezid,  as  I  do  this  turban 
another  taking  off  his  fhoe,  cried,  Irejedt  Y  e- 
“  zid,  as  I  do  this  fhoe.”  In  an  inffant  the 
whole  pavement  of  the  mofque  was  covered  with 
turbans  and  lhoes.  The  inhabitants  of  Medina 
openly  rebelled,  confined  the  governor,  and  all 
thofe  wrho  might  afford  him  any  affiffance. 

Informed  of  this  fudden  infurredtion,  Yezid 
immediately  fent  thither  his  troops ;  Medina 
was  furrounded,  fformed,  and  facked.  The  army 
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then  marched  towards  Mecca,  where  Abdallah, 
who  was  known  to  be  the  author  of  the  re¬ 
bellion,  had  retreated.  Juft  as  this  city  was  on 
the  point  ot  fuffering  the  fate  of  Medina,  tidings 
arrived  of  Yezid’s  death.  He  was  not  forty 
years  of  age,  and  his  reign  had  not  been  quite 
of  four  years’  duration.  It  would  be  unjuft  to 
judge  of  this  prince  from  the  accounts  given 
of  him  by  the  Perfians,  who  execrate  his  me¬ 
mory  becaufe  of  Hofein’s  maffacre,  and  the 
facking  of  Medina.  His  character  was  that  of  a 
man  of  pleafure,  enemy  to  all  forms,  fuppofing 
him  poffeffed  of  any  religious  principles.  He 
was  fond  of  wine,  mufic,  and  dogs — inclinations 
forbidden  the  muffulmen,  even  not  rigoroufly 
pious.  He  was  the  firft  caliph  ferved  by  eunuchs. 

His  empire  in  Perfta  was  confiderably  extended 
by  his  lieutenants,  without  much  trouble  on  his 
part  to  direct  their  operations. 

Son  of  a  parent  fo  little  fcrupulous,  Moawiyahi  Moa^iyjh 
the  Second  carried  his  doubts  fo  far  as  to  srh  caliph, 
hefitate  whether  *  he  could  inherit  a  dignity  6S+* 
which  he  confidered  his  father  to  have  poffefled 
unjuftly.  He  abdicated  the  throne  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  fifty  days,  without  fuffering  himfelf 
to  be  perfuaded  to  nominate  his  fucceffor.  When 
his  nobles  remonftrated,  he  replied,  “  As  1  have 
“  not  enjoyed  any  of  the  prerogatives  annexed 
“  to  the  caliphate,  it  is  not  juft  that  I  (hould 
“  load  my  confcience  with  -its  mpft  dangerous 
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“  part.  Permit  me,  then,  to  return  you  this 
“  burthen.  Decide  among  yourfelves  who  is 
“  the  moR  capable  of  fupplying  my  place.” 
He  died  about  a  month  after,  either  of  the 
plague  or  bv  poifon. 

Atdai'ah,  Abdallah  being  delivered  by  the  death  of 

and  Mer-h>  Yezid  from  the  danger  of  the  Syrian  army 

684’ 3cth'  which  befleged  Mecca,  where  he  then  was, 
might  have  derived  the  greateft  advantage  from 
that  event.  The  general  offered  to  proclaim 
him  caliph  if  he  would  eflablifh  his  throne  at 
Damafcus,  but  he  refufed  to  quit  Mecca.  In¬ 
formed  of  his  determination,  the  Syrian  chiefs 
eledted  Merwan,  one  of  their  own  party,  but 
Rill  of  the  Koreifh  tribe.  His  firft  care  was  to 
interdict  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and  in  its 
Read  to  fubRitute  the  pilgrimage  to  Jerufalem, 
leR  his  fubjedts  fliould.  be  feduced  by  the  par- 
tifans  of  Abdallah.  Although  he  was  in  a  very 
advanced  age>  he  married  one  of  Yezid’s  widows  j 
and  named  Khaled,  yet  a  minor,  fon  of  that 
emperor,  his  fucceffor,  to  the*  exclufion  of  his 
own  children. 

The  family  of  Ali  remained  tranquil  during 
thefe  commotions,  but  Hofein’s  death  was  not 
forgotten.  Thofe  among  his  partifans  who  had 
abandoned  him,  reflecting  on  the  fatal  effects  of 
their  defertjon,  bitterly  reproached  themfelves; 
and  the  remorfe  they  felt  infpired  them  with  a 
defire  of  avenging  his  murder.  At  the  head  pf 
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thefe  penitents,  the  appellation  they  affuitied, 
was  Soliman,  a  companion  of  Mahomet’s,  con- 
fequently  a  very  old  man,  in  great  repute  for 
his  attachment  to  religion,  but  little  endowed 
with  militarv  virtues.  He  acled  as  if  zeal  could 

J 

fupply  the  place  of  every  deficiency.  Under  his 
command  was  formed  a  fpecies  of  crufade,  com- 
pofed  of  pious  muffulmen  who  crowded  to  his 
ftandard:  their  cry  was,  “Vengeance  for  Ho- 
fein!”  and,  like  true  enthufiaifs,  .hey  devoted 
themfelves  to  death  as  an  atonement  for  their 
fin.  “  My  child,”  faid  a  father  to  his  weeping 
daughter,  who  conjured  him  not  to  leave  her, 
“  thy  father  abandons  his  crime  to  return  to 
“  God.”  The  general  himfelf  being  itnpreffcd 
with  thefe  fentiments,  infpired  his  toldiers  with 
the  fame.  “It  is  for  the  world  to  come  you 
“  fight,”  faid  he,  “and  not  for  this:  therefore, 
“  whatever  may  be  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent 
“  expedition,  you  may  depend  hereafter  on  un- 
“  alterable  and  eternal  happinefs.” 

Soliman  conducted  them  to  Kofein’s  tomb. 
They  wept,  uttered  mod  woeful  lamentations, 
and  wifhed  they  had  died  with  him.  So  great 
was  their  grief,  and  fo  fincere  their  repent¬ 
ance  for  having  deferted  Hofcin,  that  when 
Soliman  commanded  them  to  march,  they  firft 
threw  themfelves  on  the  grave  and  intreated  his 
forgivenefs.  All,  however,  were  not  fo  zealous  ; 
for  fome  of  them  obfervingthe  general’s  inability, 
and  the  erroneous  meafures  he  purfued,  with- 
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«3rew  :  among  the  number  was  a  man  named 
Mokhtar,  one  of  tbofe  characters  whofe  element 
is  intrigue,  and  who  though  totally  indifferent 
to  the  juftice  of  a  caufe,  embrace  it  from  a  na¬ 
tural  reftleffnefs  of  mind. 

Soliman  feeing  them  retire,  faid  to  his  faithful 
followers :  “  The  Almighty  does  not  approve  that 
r<  thefe  deferters  fhould  unite  themfelves  to  us  : 
“  it  is  for  our  advantage  that  he  feparates  them  : 
“  therefore  praife  God  and  the  prophet.”  With 
this  excefs  of  confidence,  he  led  thefe  wretched 
victims  of  his  credulity  under  the  raifed  fcime- 
tars  of  the  Syrians,  who  maffacred  all  thofe 
whofe  prudence  or  agility  did  not  affift  their 
flight.  This  was  one  of  the  principal  events  of 
Merwan’s  reign,  which  was  not  of  a  year’s  con¬ 
tinuance.  Notwithffanding  his  having  nomi¬ 
nated  Khaled,  the  fon  of  Yezid,  whofe  mother  he 
had  married,  as  his  fucceffor,  he  cauied  his  own 
fon  Abdalmalec  to  be  proclaimed.  His  wife, 
irritated  at  his  conduct,  poifoned  him,  or  ac¬ 
cording  to  other  accounts  fmothered  him.  He 
was  nearly  feventy  years  of  age.  Egypt  was 
fubdued  by  his  generals. 

Mokhtar,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken,  affembled 
the  fcattered  remains  of  the  enthufiaft  Sol i- 
man's  army,  and  conduced  thefe  foldiers,  grown 
wife  from  misfortune,  with  order  and  difcipline, 
which  gained  him  confiderable  fuccefs.  He 
adroitly  turned  the  remainder  of  their  former 
credulity  to  his  advantage.  In  a  circumliance 
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where  it  was  neceffarv  that  fanaticifm  fliould  Tup- 
ply  the  place  of  force,  he  caufed  a  portable 
throne,  to  which  he  attributed  extraordinary 
virtues,  to  be  paraded  through  the  camp,  and 
carried  on  a  mule  in  the  rear  of  the  army.  “  This 
<c  throne,”  faid  he  to  his  troops,  “  will  be  as 
“  ufeful  to  you,  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was 
“  to  the  Ifraelites.”  As  they  were  at  firft  fuc- 
cefsful,  this  pageant,  to  which  they  thought 
themfelves  indebted  for  their  victories,  became 
a  fort  of  idol  in  their  fight  ;  but  its  virtues  foon 
evaporated,  and  a  total  reverfe  of  fortune  enfued  ; 
Mokhtar  wras  flain  in  battle,  and  his  troops 
difperfed.  From  the  licentioufnefs  of  thefe 
interior  commotions  were  formed  wandering 
hordes,  deffitute  of  every  moral  and  religious 
principle,  who  loudly  expreffed  their  contempt 
and  abhorrence  of  all  government,  both  temporal 
and  fpiritual  Thefe  banditti  committed  every 
fpecies  of  devaluation,  and  the  moll  horrid  bar¬ 
barities,  without  any  diftinclion  of  party,  age,  or 
fex.  Maffacre  and  plunder  was  their  religion 
and  their  law.  One  of  them  meeting  a  lady  of 
extraordinary  beauty  and  piety,  feemed  inclined 
to  fpare  her :  “  What,”  faid  one  of  his  affociates, 

“  thou  wilt  fuffer  thyfelf  to  be  vanquifhed  oy  her 
“  charms,  thou  dcnieft  thy  faith  then  !”  lie  in- 
flantly  ftruck  off  her  head  with  his  fabre.  Thefe 
are  the  fruits  of  civil  wars  ;  they  render  anarchy 
lawful,  and  embolden  crimes,  unlefs  they  are 
timely  fuppreffed  with  a  rod  of  iron. 
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Abdalmalec  infenfibly  rofe  fuperior  to  his 
rivals,  one  of  the  mod  formidable  of  whom 
was  Mufab,  the  brother  of  the  caliph  Abdallah, 
who  had  been  defeated  in  a  battle  near  Cufa» 
As  he  fat  at  table  in  the  caff Ie  of  that  town,  his 
head  was  brought  him.  One  of  the  guefts  feeing 
it.  faid  :  <c  In  this  fame  place  have  I  feen  Ho- 
“  ft'n’s  head  prefented^to  Obeidallah  ;  Obei- 
“  dallah’s  to  Mokhtar;  Mokhtar’s  to  Mufab, 
“  and  now  Mufab’s  to  you.”  Abdalmalec 
caufed  the  caftle  to  be  demolifhed,  left  his 
own  fhould  alfo  be  carried  thither.  At  the  ca¬ 
liph’s  repaft  fat  an  old  man,  whofe  converfa- 
tion  mav  give  an  idea  of  the  simplicity  of  that 
period:  “What  difii  do  you  prefer  ?”  faid  the 
prince  to  him:  “An  afse’s  head  1  icely  i  o  fted 
“  and  feafoned,”  replied  he:  “That  is  but  an 
“  ordinary  diffc,”  anfwered  the  caliph  ;  “  what 
“  tliink  you  of  a  quarter  of  roafted  lamb,  with 
“  a  fauce  of  milk  and  butter  ?”  But  little  varia¬ 
tion  therefore  had  taken  place  in  the  difhes  and 
cookery  of  thele  countries,  where  Abraham 
feventeen  hundred  years  before  bad  offered  the 
angels,  as  a  delicacy,  a  roafted  calf  with  a  fauce 
of  milk  and  butter.  But  we  find  no  anterior  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  cuftom  then  prevalent ; — that  of  forc¬ 
ing  the  couriers  to  eat  the  letters  they  brought, 
if  they  contained  difagreeable  intelligence. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  after  Hofein’s 
death,  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Zobeir,  had  affumed 
the  dignity  of  caliph.  He  might  have  preferred 
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it  iolely,  had  he  confented  to  refide  at  Damafcus, 
but  he  chofe  to  confine  himfelf  to  Arabia  : .  his 
forces  confequently  were  very  inconfiderable  com¬ 
pared  with  thofe  of  his  opponent  Abdalmalec,  who 
united  the  armies  of  Syria,  and  of  other  parts  of 
the  empire  fubjedt  to  his  control.  With  thefe 
numerous  battalions,  all  commanded  by  brave 
■generals,  the  Syrian  obliged  his  unfortunate  rival 
to  retreat  from  poll  to  pod,  till  at  length  he  in¬ 
trenched  himfelf  in  Mecca,  the  only  place  remain¬ 
ing  to  him; 

Here  he  valiantly  defended  himfelf  during  eight 
months.  At  length  he  was  deierted  by  almoft  all 
his  friends,  ten  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
even  by  his  two  fons.  The  general  of  the  enemy 
offered  him  any  terms,  on  the  fingle  condition  of 
his  refigning  his  pretenfions,  and  acknowledging 
the  caliph  of  Damafcus.  Although  he  was  fe- 
venty-two  years  old,  his  mother,  the  daughter  of 
Abu  Beer,  ftill  lived :  he  confiilted  her  on  this 
occafion  J  but  fhe,  not  enduring  the  thought  of 
feeing  her  fon  reduced  to  a  private  Ration,  ex¬ 
horted  him  not  to  furvive  the  lofs  of  his  dignity. 
Determined  by  this  counfel,  though  deftitute  of 
arms,  troops,  and  fortifications,  he  held  out  ten 
days  longer.  In  the  laft  vifit  he  paid  her,  file  ob- 
ferved  he  wore  a  coat  of  mail,  which  {he  adviied 
him  to  take  off,  that  his  death  might  not  be 
lingering.  He  expreffed  fome  fears,  left  his  body 
fhould  be  expofed  to  the  enemy’s  infults,  to  which 
VOL.  v.  f 
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fhe  replied — 44  A  dead  fheep  feels  not  when  it  is 
44  flayed.”  After  bidding  his  mother  a  laft  fare- 
wel,  animated  by  defpair,  Abdallah  ruflred  into 
the  midil  of  the  befiegers,  and  flew  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them  while  they,  not  daring  to  advance, 
affailed  him  with  flones  from  a  diftance,  and 
wounded  him  in  many  places  before  he  received 
a  mortal  blow.  By  his  death  Abdalmalec  remain¬ 
ed  foie  caliph,  which  dignity  he  poffeffed  thirteen 
years. 

Abdalmalec  had  a  general  named  Hejaj,  who 
was  alfo  a  moll  formidable  orator  :  to  him  he 
gave  the  government  of  Irak,  -whofe  inhabitants 
formerly  deferted  Hofein,  and  had  not  proved 
more  faithful  to  Abdallah.  On  Hejaj’s  arriving 
at  Cufa,  their  capital,  they  crouded  round  him. 
44  Your  curioflty  fhall  foon  be  gratified,”  faid  hey 
44  you  will  know  me  before  it  is  long.”  He  then 
afcended  the  pulpit  of  the  mofque,  harangued 
them  in  very  fevere  terms  on  their  former  infur- 
reftions,  and  fwore  that  he  would  not  pardon 
one  who  fhould  be  guilty  in  future.  After  a 
paufe,  calling  his  fiery  eyes  round  on  the  audi¬ 
ence,  he  exclaimed  r  44  What  numbers  of  heads 
44  do  I  behold  ready  to  be  ftruck  off  I — What 
44  quantities  of  beards  and  turbans  bathed  in 
“  blood !”  Hejaj  was  attended  by  twelve  thou- 
fand  refolute  foldiers,  very  capable  of  realizing 
thefe  rhetorical  figures. 

Abdalmalec,  chief  of  the  houfe  of  the  Onunyades, 
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declared  himfelf  the  avenger  of  Othman,  and 
Vowed  the  bittereft  enmity  to  the  houfe  of  Ali, 
.whom  he  accufed  of  his  murder.  That  he  might 
the  better  perpetrate  the  diflenfions  among  his 
fubjedts,  he  fupported  the  pilgrimage  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  reduced  the  temple  of  Mecca,  which  Hofein 
had  embellilhed,  to  its  ancient  fimplicity,  and 
began  to  build  a  fuperb  mofque  at  Damafcus. 
Aided  by  his  generals,  he  extended  the  limits  of 
his  empire  further  than  any  of  his  predeceifors ; 
fubdued  Armenia,  added  a  confiderable  portion  of 
India  to  Egypt  and  Perfia,  and  carried  his  vidto- 
rious  arrfis  even  into  Spain.  To  judge  by  his 
fuccelfes,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  pofleffing 
great  abilities,  both  political  and  military.  The 
emperor  Heraclius  frequently  curbed  his  invafive 
difpofition  ;  but  though  the  Arabs  were  fome- 
times  defeated  by  the  Greeks,  yet,  at  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  war,  the  former  preferved  their  con- 
quefts.  Abdalmalec  is  accufed  of  the  moll  fordid 
avarice — a  debafmg  vice  in  princes.  He  might  alfo 
be  reproached  of  the  moft  ferocious  cruelty,  were 
we  to  decide  oil  his  charadter  from  a  fingle  fact. 
He  fentenced  one  of  his  relatives  to  be  beheaded, 
and  after  giving  this  order,  went  very  coolly  to  the 
mofque.  On  his  return,  he  learned  that  his  bro¬ 
ther,  whom  he  had  charged  with  the  commiffion, 
touched  with  companion,  had  not  executed  it ;  and 
by  his  command,  the  condemned  man  was  brought 
into  his  prefence,  and  held  down  on  his  back. 
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while  he  plunged  a  dagger  into  his  breaft.  The 
blood  gulhing  out  upon  him,  caufed  a  revolution 
in  his  frame,  and  he  fainted.  Happy,  if  this  re- 
vullion  of  nature  evinced  his  repentance  for  the 
atrocity  of  fuch  a  deed  !  He  is  not  faid  to  have 
perpetrated  any  other  aft  of  barbarity,  nor  even 
to  have  commanded  any.  At  his  death  he  was 
aged  fixty-five,  and  had  reigned  twenty-one  years. 
Arabian  money  rvas  firft  coined  in  his  caliphate. 
Waiid,  nth  Walid  was  proclaimed  the  fame  day  his  father 

sa.  ph  7 ->5.  ^  r  J 

died.  He  extended  his  conqueils  towards  Cappa¬ 
docia  and  Thrace,  which  induced  him  to  raife  his 
ftandard  beneath  the  walls  of  Conftantinople  ;  but 
being  compelled  foon  to  withdraw  it,  he  removed 
into  Africa  and  Spain,  where  it  continued  fixed  ; 
while  the  greater  part  of  Afia,  the  confines  of 
Europe  contiguous  to  it,  and  the  lengthened  coafts 
of  Africa,  acknowledged  the  divine  million  of 
Mahomet.  Throughout  all  thefe  countries,  the 
■  mulfulmen  demolilhed  the  idols,  with  a  zeal  that 

fullered  very  few  to  efcape.  They  preached  the 

* 

unity  of  the  Godhead  with  arms  in  their  hands ; 
but  as  the  belief  in  the  prophet  was  always  made 
an  article  of  the  faith,  not.  many  chriftians  nor  jews 

'j  .  *■ 

became  profelytes  to  their  doftrine.  Thefe  mif- 
fionaries  reaped  an  abundant  harvell  only  among 
the  pagans,  who1  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  renounce 
their  abfurd  religion  ;  and  for  the  moll  part  be¬ 
came  as  zealous  mulfulmen,  and  as  ardent  propa¬ 
gators  of  illamifm,  as  their  conquerors.  Walid 
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was  forty  years  old  when  he  afcended  the  throne, 
and  reigned  nine  in  uninterrupted  profperity.  His 
difpofition  was  the  reverfe  of  his  father’s — gene¬ 
rous,  and  magnificent.  He  adorned  many  towns 
vvith  fuperb  mofques  ;  and  was  the  firft  who 
founded  an  hofpital  for  the  Tick,  and  built  cara- 
vanfaries,  or  inns,  for  the  traveller  or  the  ftranger. 
As  a  recompenfe  for  his  fervices,  Walid  per¬ 
mitted  Hejaj,  the  formidable  governor  of  Irak,  to 
fettle  in  a  fort  of  fmall  principality  of  Perfia,  where 
he  lived  as  fovereign,  and  died  peaceably  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five  ;  after  having  exterminated  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  people,  by  the 
fword,  and  fuffered  fifty  thoufand  men  and  thirty 
thoufand  women  to  perifh  in  prifon, without  reckon¬ 
ing  the  victims  facrifked  in  war  during  twenty  years 
that  he  commanded  the  armies,  and  governed  the 
difaffected  provinces  with  a  rod  of  iron.  ^  Being 
fond  of  haranging,  he  condefcended  one  day  to 
juflify  his  conduct  to  the  Irakins,  in  the  Following 
terms :  <f'  God  has  given  me  power  over  you,  and 
“  though  I  ufe  it  with  feVerity,  do  not  flatter  your- 
“  felves  that  when  I  am  dead  you  will  efcape  chaf- 
“  tiiement ;  for  God  has  a  multitude  of  fervants, 
“  and  after  my  death,  he  will  fend  you  one  who 
(C  will  execute  his  orders  refpecting  you,  perhaps, 
“  with  more  rigour  than  I  do.  Would  you  have 
<c  the  prince  be  mild  and  gentle — follow  the  dic- 
4‘  tates  of  juflice,  and  obey  his  commands :  your 
**  own  conduit  will  be  the  principle,  and  thq; 
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44  caufe,  of  either  the  good  or  bad  treatment  you 
44  receive  from  him.  The  fovereign  and  his  lieu* 
4C'  tenant  may  be  aptly  compared  to  a  looking- 
44  glafs :  all  that  appears  in  this  glafs  is  but  the 
44  reflexion  and  Image  of  the  objects  placed  be- 
44  fore  it.”  Obedience  to  princes  being  emphati¬ 
cally  recommended  in  the  alcoran,  Hejaj  infill¬ 
ed  that  it  was  before  that  due  to  God,  becaufe, 
though  that  divine  book  fays  — -  4  Obey  God,J 
yet  the  prophet  immediately  adds,  4  as  much  as 
4  in  your  power  j*  44  whereas,”  faid  he,  44  there  is 
44  no  refervation  with  refpeft  to  the  obedience  due 
44  to  princes,” 

Walking  one  day  in  the  country,  he  met  an 
Arab  of  the  defert :  he  accofted  him,  and  among 
other  things  faid,  44  Who.  is  this  Hejaj  they  talk 
44  To  much  of  ?”  44  A  very  wicked  man,”  replied 

the  Arab,  44  Doll  thou  know  me  ?”  refumed 
the  governor.  44  No.”  44  Well,  I  am  that  Hejaj,  of 
44  whom  thou  fpeakell  fo  harfhly.” — Without  be¬ 
traying  the  fmalleft  emotion,  the  Arab  rejoined : 
44  Do  you  know  who  I  am  ?”  44  No.”  44  Well,  I 
44  belong  to  the  family  of  Zobeir,  whofe  defcend- 
44  ants  have  a  fit  of  infanity  three  days  in  the  year, 
44  and  this  is  one  of  them.” 

Hejaj  admired  this  ingenious  evafion,  and  com¬ 
mended  the  Arab’s  prefence  of  mind.  Courage 
was  as  fure  of  favour  in  his  elteem  as  underltand- 
Ing.  Having  condemned  fome  officers,  his  pri- 
fpners,  to  fuffer  death,  one  among  the  number 
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petitioned  Hejaj  to  grant  him  his  life,  on  the  plea 
of  his  having  fome  time  before  reproved  a  man 
for  fpeaking  ill  of  him.  “  Have  you  any  wit- 
(i  nefs  ?”  faid  the  governor.  “  I  have,”  replied 
the  captive,  immediately  naming  an  officer  pre- 
fent,  alfo  under  fentence  of  death.  The  latter  de¬ 
clared  it  was  a  fad.  “  And  why,”  continued 
Hejaj, <#  did'  not  you,  as  well  as  your  comrade,  pre- 
‘c  vent  their  defaming  me?”  “  Becaufe,”  anfwered 
this  intrepid  man,  haughtily,  “  you  were  my 
<6  enemy.”  He  extended  his  pardon  to  them 
both.  He  miffed  his  way  one  day  in  hunting,  and 
found  himfelf  in  the  nlidft  of  an  herd  of  camels, 
whofe  owner  was  leading  them  to  pafture.  The 
animals  were  ftartled.  The  Arab,  in  a  paffion, 
cried  in  a  rough  tone  of  voice — “  What  fellow  is 
“  this  in  his  fine  cloths,  come  into  the  defert  to 
te  fcare  my  camels !  may  God’s  curfe  light  upon 
“  him !”  Hejaj  begged  his  pardon,  and  afked 
him  for  a  little  water.  “  Difmount,”  faid  the 
clown  rudely,  “  and  draw  fome  for  yourfelf.” 
Notwithftanding  this  bad  reception,  the  governor 
entered  into  converfation  with  this  man,  and  after 
feveral  queftions  anfwered  in  the  mod  furly  man¬ 
ner,  he  enquired  what  he  thought  of  the  emperor. 
The  Arab  hefitated  a  moment,  and  then  did  not 
conceal  that  he  thought  him  a  very  bad  prince. 
“  Why  ?”  faid  Hejaj.  “  Why,  becaufe  he  has  fent 
“  us  for  a  governor  the  mod  wicked  man  upon 
earth.”  Scarcely  had  he  fpoken,  when  the 
,  f  4 
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governor’s  guard  appeared.  The  Arab  was  corn-, 
manded  to  attend  them.  The  following  day  He- 
jaj  invited  him  to  dinner.  The  gueft,  after  re¬ 
peating  his  prayer,  feeing  an  elegant  repaft,  ex-, 
claimed,  44  God  grant  that  this  meal  may  end  as 
44  happily  as  it  begins !”  The  company  ate  and  con- 
verfed.  Hejaj  introduced  the  adventure  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  when  the  Arab  interrupted  him,  fay¬ 
ing,  44  God  profper  you  in  all  things  !  but  refpeft- 
44  ing  the  fecret  of  yellerday,  take  care  you  do 
44  not  divulge  it  to-day.”  44  I  will  not,”  replied  he, 
44  on  this  condition  ;  either  that  thou  remain  in 
44  my  fervice,  or  that  I  fend  thee  to  the  emperor, 
44  informing  him,  at  the  fame  time,  of  thy  opinion 
44  of  him.”  44  There  is  a  third  way,  much  pre- 
44  ferable  to  either  of  .thofe,”  returned  the,  Arab. 
44  What  is  it  ?”  44  To  order  me  to  return 

44  home  ;  and  may  we  never  meet  again  !”  He¬ 
jaj  permitted  him  to  depart  according  to  his  defire, 
and  made  him  a  handfome  prefent, 

We  mud  not  omit  another  very  ingenious  re¬ 
ply  of  a  man,  named  Kumeil,  whom  Hejaj  ac- 
cufed  of  having  loaded  him  with  the  following 
imprecations,  before  witneffes,  in  a  garden  :  44  May 
44  God  blacken  his  vifage !- — meaning,  may  he  be 
44  covered  with  lhame  and  confufion.  May  his 
44  throat  be  cut,  and  his  blood  Ihed!”  44  It  is 
44  very  true,”  anfweredKumeil,  44  I  did  fay  all  this 
44  in  the  garden  you  mention  :  I  was  (landing  un- 
44  der  a  vine,  looking  at  fome  bunches  of  grapes 
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*1 ; that  were^not  yet  ripe  ;  and  I  wiftied  them'  to 
“  turn  black  that  they  might  be  cut  down  and 
“  made  into  wine.” — This  explanation,  given  with¬ 
out  heiitation,  faved  his  life.  The  fame  good  for¬ 
tune  did  not  attend  his  aftrologer,  who,  more  ralh 
than  wife,  had  the  impudence  bluntly  to  foretel 
Hejaj’s  death  to  him,  adding  fome  proofs  to  his 
prediction,  which  the  tick  man  confidered  as  fuffici- 
ently  convincing.  44  Well,”  faid  he,  44  fmce  you 
44  are  fo  clever,  I  may  want  your  fervices  in  the 
44  other  world,  therefore,  you  lhall  fet  off  before 
me.”  fie  fent  him  there  in  reality. 

Walid  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Soliman,  aSa,:iMD  . 

'  '  i3thC  flk* 

very  merciful  prince,  furnamed  the  44  Key  of  715* 

44,  goodnefs.”  He  redreifed  the  grievances  com¬ 
plained  of  before  his  accelfion  ;  curbed,  the  licen- 
tipufnefs  of  the  times,  encouraged  commerce,  and 
liberated  all  the  prifoners,  except  thofe  confined 
for  capital  crimes,  Confcantinople  was  again  at¬ 
tacked  in  his  reign.  In  the  fpace  of  twelve 
inonths,  which  the  fiege  lafted,  thirty  thoufand 
people  died  of  famine,  and  nearly  an  equal  number 
of  the  plague ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  fcarcely  an 
Arab  returned  home.  Woe  be  to.  the  town  that 
during  a  fiege  lhould  contain  men  with  fuch  an 
inordinate  appetite  as  Soliman.  Three  roafted  ~ 
lambs  are  faid  to  have  been  not  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  for  his  breakfaft ;  and  this  plenteous  meal 
did  not  prevent  his  making  a  very  good  dinner, 
ft  is  fuppofed,  he  died  of  indigeftion.  Other 
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accounts  relate  that  he  was  poifoned  by  Yezid  his- 
brother,  becaufe  Soliman  had  excluded  him  from 
the  caliphate,  and  nominated  Omar,  his  coufin, 
for  his  fucceffor.  Soliman  reigned  only  three 
years. 

Omar,  whom  he  had  appointed,  did  not  long 
enjoy  the  fovereignty.  He  preferved  on  the 
throne  thofe  virtues  for  which  he  had  been  dif- 
tinguifhed  before  his  exaltation  :  a  confcientious 
attention  to  every  religious  duty,  and  even  its 
moft  minute  ceremonies  ;  a  difregard  of  pleafure  ; 
a  tafte  for  retirement ;  all  the  qualities  of  an  an¬ 
choret,  except  intolerance,  which  but  too  frequent¬ 
ly  is  predominant  in  a  devout  character. 

No  blame  can  be  attached  to  him,  if  the  parti- 
fans  of  Omar  and  Ali  remained  at  enmity.  He 
prohibited  the  maledictions  uttered  againft  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  the  mofque  during  public  prayer,  as  was 
the  cuftom.  The  bigots  exclaimed, ci  The  faith  is 

in  danger!  the  faith  is  deftroyed!”  He,  never- 
thelefs,  abolifhed  this  practice,  which  ferved  as  a 
fignal  of  fchifm  among  the  muffulmen  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  antipathy  they  vowed  each  other.  This 
prince’s  death  is  imputed  to  his  piety.  He  could 
not  look  with  indifference  on  the  evils  that  feemed 
to'  menace  religion,  fhould  his  coufin  Yezid,  who 
was  reprefented  to  him  as  an  impious  man,  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  throne.  The  houfe  of  Ommiyah 
dreading  to  fee  the  fceptre  defcend  to  another  fa¬ 
mily,  caufed  him  to  be  poifoned.  The  caliph’s 
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friends  fufpecting  the  truth,  advifed  him  to  take 
an  antidote.  “  I  am  fo  firmly  convinced,”  faid  he, 
in  anfwer  to  their  perfuafions,  “  of  the  fatal  and 
“  inevitable  term  of  man’s  exiftence  here,  that  if 
“  by  rubbing  a  little  oil  on  the  tip  of  my  ear  I 
“  could  effedt  a  cure,  I  would  not  do  it.”  Soli- 
man  was  frugal  in  the  extreme :  his  apparel  was 
always  of  the  fimplefl  kind  ;  his  wives  even  allow 
that  he  never  had  more  than  a  change  of  linen  at 
a  time.  During  his  laft  iilnefs,  one  of  his  gene* 
rals  vifiting  him  in  his  chamber,  was  furprized  to 
find  him  in  fuch  a  flate  of  negligence  and  diforder,  . 
that  it  would  have  done  honour  to  the  dervife 
the  leafl  addi&ed  to  cleanlinefs. 

The  fufpicions  which  had  been  inflilled  intoYezWii. 
the  mind  of  Soliman,  refpe&ing  his  coufin  Yezidj  71^  ^‘lliph# 
were  unjufl :  he  had  not  indeed  the  piety  of  his 
predecefior  ;  but  he  did  not  degenerate  from  his 
father  Abdalmalec,  in  his  zeal  for  propagating 
mahometifm.  He  likewife  built  fuperb  mofques  ; 
and  moreover  perfecuted  the  chriflians,  which 
could  not  have  been  the  conduct  of  a  luke-warm 
mulfulman.  Hiftorians  mufl  have  found .  a  great 
dearth  of  incident  in  his  reign,  fince  they  relate 
his  having  iffued  a  command  for  the  extirpation  of 
all  white  dogs,  cocks,  pigeons  ;  in  fine,  every 
animal  of  that  colour.  Four  years  that  he  held 
the  reins  of  empire  furely  wrould  have  fufficed  to 
annihilate  the  whole  race,  had  his  orders  been 
properly  executed.  He  was  paflionately  fond  of 
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a  finger,  named  Hababah,  to  whom  he  threw  a 
large  grape  at  a  rural  entertainment,  which  fhe  at¬ 
tempting  to  fwallow  was  unfortunately  choaked. 
He  fhortly  after  died  of  grief  for  her  lofs. 

Hefham,  There  is  nothing  of  more  importance  known  of 

72$!  P  ’  Hefham  his  brother.  He  was  in  all  things  the 
reverfe  of  his  ante-predeceffor,  Omar  II.  whofe 
penury  and  voluntary  privation  has  been  remark¬ 
ed.  Omar,  at  his  death,  fcarcely  poffeffed  one 
fhirt ;  Hefham  at  his,  left  ten  thoufand,  and  feven 
hundred  coffers  filled  with  habiliments  of  every 
fort.  The  noticing  tfiefe  fingularities  will  not  be 
deemed  ufelefs  by  thofe  who  make  mankind  their 
ftudy  : — nor  will  the  vanity  of  the  artifl,  exempli¬ 
fied  in  the  condudi  of  a  lute-player.  This  man  was 
addicted  to  wine,  and  the  company  of  fingers,  and 
acciifed  of  thefe  crimes  before  the  caliph.  44  Beat 
44  the'  caitif’s  drum  about  his  ears,’’  faid  the 
judge.  While  they  infiidted  the  punifhment  he- 
jfhed  tears,  for  which  they  upbraided  him.  44  It 
44  .is  not  becaufe  I  fuffer  that  I  weep,”-  replied  he, 
44  but  becaufe  my  lute  is  degraded,  and  put  upon 
44  a  footing  with  a  drum.”  Hefham,  at  his  death, 
was  fifty-three  years  old,  and  had  reigned  nine¬ 
teen.  During  the  fovereignty  of  thefe  princes,  the 
Arabs  continued  their  formidable  conquefts.  They 
overran  the  provinces  of  the  eaftern  and  wefteru 
empires;  from  Africa  fpread  through  Spain;  from 
Spain  inundated  Gaul,  and  formed  a  dike  againfl 
the  Turks,  who  poured  in  torrents  from  the  fhores 
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of  the  Cafpian  fea,  to  divide  with  the  Arabs  the 
rich  and  fertile  countries  they  had  invaded.  From 
their  palaces,  the  abode  of  every  luxury  and  de¬ 
light,  the  caliphs  iffued  their  orders  to  armies  dif- 
tant  fometimes  three  thoufand  miles.  In  fuch 
high  refpedt  were  thefe  mandates  held,  that,  at  - 
their  fight,  conquering  generals  remitted  the  com¬ 
mand  ;  or  if  they  refilled,  were  violently  depofed, 
or  alfalfmated.  This  prodigy  could  be  effected 
only  by  the  extreme  veneration  with  which  the 
fuccelfor  of  the  prophet  was  confiaered.  We  mull 
not  forget,  that  their  obedience  was  always  prompt 
and  implicit,  whofoever  the’  fuccelfor  of  Mahomet 
might  be — whether  pious  or  impious — edablilhed 
on  the  throne,  or  in  danger  of  being  depofed:  con- 
fequently  the  dillurbances  which  Ihook  the  centre 
of  the  empire  were  unfelt  in  its  extremities. 

Helham  was  fucceeded  bv  Walid  II.  the  fon  of  Wa,‘t)rT-or 

'  Abul  Ab¬ 

bas,  17th 
Caliph, 

felfed  of  his  uncle’s  treafures,  he  dill'ributed  them  742- 
with  a  profufe  hand.  Helham  locked  up  his  pro- 
vifion  and  apparel  in  chells,  the  keys  of  which 
he  kept  himfelf,  and  fo  effedlually  concealed,  that 
at  his  death  not  even  a  fheet  could  be  found  to 
wrap  his  body  in.  Walid  opened  all,  divided  thefe 
hoards  among  the  poor  of  Damafcus,  and  pre- 
fented  the  ladies  of  the  city  with  a  vail  quantity 
of  perfumes  and  magnificent  drelfes.  They  might 
jullly  be  compared  to  tw°  merchants,  one  of 
whom  returns  thofe  riches  back  to  commerce 


Yezid  his  brother.  As  foon  as  he  became  pof- 


which  the  other  had  accumulated.  Walid’s  libe¬ 
rality  gained  him,  for  a  time,  the  affection  of  the 
people,  hut  his  vices  foon  difgufted  them.  He  was 
accufed  of  drunkennefs,  and  every  fpecies  of  de¬ 
bauchery;  and  above  all,  of  openly  profefTmg  zen- 
dicifm,  which  is  nearly  the  fame  as  fadducifm 
among  the  jews,  and  deifm  among  the  moderns. 
The  general  difcontent  ripened  into  fedition.  He 
reminded  the  muflulmen  of  his  generofity,  and 
his  attention  in  never  augmenting  the  taxes  ;  to 
which  they  replied  :  “  We  grant  you  thefe  good 
“  qualities,  but  they  are  furpaffed  by  your  vices;” 
and  they  enumerated  them.  He  was  depofed 
and  malfacred  at  forty-two  years  of  age,  after  a 
reign  of  fifteen  months.  Walid  left  feveral  child¬ 
ren,  as  well  as  his  predeceffors  and  fucceffors, 
who  formed  a  multitude  of  uncles,  nephews,  and 
coufins,  whofe  interests  clafhing,  kept  them  in  a 
continual  Hate  of  difcord. 

Yezid  iii.  Walid’s  children  did  not  fucceed  him,  but  his 

ibrahtm|ptl  coufm  Yezid  III.  fon  of  Walid  I.  He  died  of  the 

19th  cahpb,  p|agUe  plx  months  after,  and  his  brother  Ibrahim 
afcended  the  throne.  A  governor  of  Mefopotamia, 
named  Merwan,  appeared,  declaring  himfelf  the 
avenger  of  Walid  II.  He  obtained  a  fignal  vie-' 
tory,  and  proclaimed  the  two  fons  of  Walid,  Ha- 
kin  and  Othman,  caliphs.  Thefe  young  princes 
were  unfortunately  at  that  time  in  the  power  of 
Yezid,  who  caufed  them  to  be  alfaffinated.  Fore- 
feeing  the  fate  that  awaited  them,  they  appointed, 
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in  cafe  of  that  event,  Merwan  for  their  fuccefTor  ; 
and  ordered  the  muffulmen  to  confider  him  as 
caliph.  Hence  arofe  his  title  to  that  dignity, 
which  he  immediately  afferted,  purfued  Ibrahim, 
and  depofed  him,  after  a  reign  of  three  months. 

.He  made  no  attempt  on  his  life;  but  it  is  fufpected 
that  one  of  Merwan’s  fons  deprived  him  of  it  fome 
years  afterwards. 

During  five  years  that  Merwan  poffeffed  the  Merwan, 
caliphate,  his  whole  employ  was  to  defend  it  againft  ^ clIip"'' 
various  competitors,  who  attacked  him  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  empire.  The  moil  formidable  of 
thefe  were  two  brothers,  Ibrahim  and  Abul  Abas, 
defcen dents  of  Ali.  They  appeared  in  arms  in 
Khorafan,  near  Irak ;  and  declared  their  deter¬ 
mination  never  to  acknowledge  Merwan  as  ca¬ 
liph  :  and  as  by  the  ceffion  of  Hakin  and  Oth- 
man  in  his  favour,  the  right  of  the  houfe  of 
Ommiyah  feemed  to  centre  in  the  governor  of 
Mefopotomia,  they  purfued  him  with  the  greatefl: 
ferocity,  in  the  hope  of  removing  the  only  ob- 
ftacle  which  oppofed  their  pretenfions.  The  two 
brothers  were  preceded  by  prophecies,  predicting 
that  they  fhould  extirminate  the  houfe  of  Om¬ 
miyah.  A  ftandard  was  carried  by  their  parti- 
fans,  on  which  thefe  words  were  infcribed— 

“  Shadow  and  clouds,”  which  they  explained 
thus  :  te  As  clouds  will  for  ever  cover  the  earth ; 

66  and  as  its  fhadow  will  never  fail ;  fo  in  fu- 
“  ture  the  world  will  be  governed  by  caliphs  of 
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4C.the  houfe  of  the  Abaffides.”  Art  appearance 
of  conviction  frequently  has  more  weight  with 
the  people  than  juftice.'  The  Irakans  crouded 
to  affifl  thole  whofe  anceftors  they  had  de- 
fertedi 

Merwan  had  the  imprudence  to  diftfuft  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Damafcus,  and  removed  the  treafures 
of  the  caliphate  into  his  armoury,  where  he 
thought  them  more  fecure.  This  conduct  alie¬ 
nated  the  minds  of  the  Syrians :  however,  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  fupport  himfelf  by  the  aid  of  his  other 
troops.  Ibrahim,'  one  of  his  opponents,  fell  into  his 
power  :  he  caff  him  into  prifon,  where,  according 
to  the  moll  authentic  accounts,  he  died  of  poifon. 
But  Merwan  himfelf  at  length  was  compelled  to 
flee  into  Egypt,  where,  having  taken  refuge  in  a 
mofque,  he  was  pierced  by  a  lance,  which  at  once 
terminated,  at  the  age  of  fixty,  his  honours  and  his 
life.  In  one  of  his  expeditions  he  took  poffefiion 
of  a  convent,  and  became  captivated  by  the  beauty 
of  one  of  the  nuns  :  as  his  manners  feemed  to 
exprefs  defires  alarming  to  her  mode  fly,  the  chrif- 
tian  virgin  offered  him  an  ointment,  which  fhe 
faid  would  render  the  part  rubbed  with  it  invul¬ 
nerable,  and  propofed  his  trying  the  experiment 
on  herfelf.  Merwan  anointed  her  neck,  drew  his 
fabre,  aimed  a  blovr,  and  (truck  off  her  head. 
The  timid  fex  is,  perhaps,  that  in  which  is  found 
the  moft  frequent  examples  of  calm  determined 
intrepidity. 
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From  the  name  of  Abul  Abbas  is  derived  that  AbuiAbb?.^ 

r  .  2 1  ft  ca'.^h,, 

of  Abaffldes,  the  fecond  dynafty  or  the  caliphs.  7*3. 

No  efforts  were  fpared  by  this  prince  to  deftroy 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  which  was  the  firft,  but 
notwithftanding  all  his-  refearches,  one  efcaped  him, 
from  whom  defcended  Abdulraahman,  who  re¬ 
newed  that  family  in  Spain,  and  affirmed  the  title 
of  caliph  there.  Abul  Abbas,  though  on  molt  other 
occafions  accounted  mild  and  humane,  maffacred 
all  thofe  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  who  came 
within  his  power ;  neither  did  he  fhew  pity  to  thofe 
of  his  own  family,  defendants  as  well  as  himfelf 
from  Ali,  if  their  pretenfions  to  the  throne  inter¬ 
fered  with  his.  After  having  freed  himfelf  from 
all  his  competitors,  and  when  he  was  on  the  point, 
as  he  vainly  flattered  himfelf,  of  uninterrupted  en¬ 
joyment,  after  four  years  fpent  in  commotions  and 
fatigue,  he  died  of  the  fmall-pox  at  the  age  of 
thirty. 

A1  Manfur,  his  brother,  followed  his  example,  A1 

1  2 2d  caliph* 

and  did  not  fcruple  any  more  than  he  had  done  753- 
to  facrifice  thofe  whofe  pretenfions  could  caufe 
him  any  apprehenfion,  whether  of  the  houfe,  of 
Omar  or  Ali.  The  moll  celebrated  events  of  his 
caliphate  are,  his  expedition  againfl:  the  Turks, 
whom  he  drove  out  of  Armenia,  and  the  conquefl, 
of  Cilicia  and  Cappadocia;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
loft  his  influence  in  Spain,  where  Abdujraahmap 
rendered  himfelf  as  famous  by  the  magnificent 
edifices  eredled  at  Cordova,  as  A1  Manfur  in  Afi? 
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by  the  building  of  Bagdad,  to  which  place  he  re- 
moved  the  feat  of  empire.  This  prince  was  fen- 
fible,  prudent,  amiable,  and  infmuating  in  his 
manners  ;  but  inexorable  to  his-  enemies,  fome  of 
whom,  deaf  to  their  fupplications,  were  by  his  com¬ 
mand  maflacred  in  his  prefence.  He  revenged, 
when  fovereign,  the  affronts  donO  to  the  indivi¬ 
dual.  A  courtier  paid  with  his  life  the  breach  of 
refpecf  he  had  been  guilty  of  towards  him  during 
his  brother’s  reign.  It  is  alfo  obferved,  that  when  ' 
railed  to  the  thorne,  he  treated  with  contumely 
the  companions  of  his  private  life,  although  they 
were  perfons  of  merit :  perhaps  he  feared  being 
obliged  to  enrich  them  ;  for  he  was  covetous  to 
an  extreme.  Being  near  his  end,  he  fent  for  his 
fon  Mohdi,  whom  he  addreffed  in  this  fingular 
manner  :  44  I  advife  you  to  conduct  yourfelf  to- 

44  wards  your  relatives  in  public  with  the  utmoft 

44  deference  and  attention,  becaufe  it  will  refledt 
T4  honour  and  fame  on  yourfelf :  but,”  added  he, 

45  I  believe  you  will  do  no  fuch  thing.  Encreafe 
44  the  number  of  your  freedmen,  becaufe  they 
44  may  be  of  conffderable  utility  to  you  in  any  re- 
44  verfe  of  fortune:  but,”'  continued  he, 44 1  believe 
44  you  v/ill  do  no  fuch  thing.  Do  not  build  in  the 
44  weftern  parts  of  your  empire,  becaufe  you  will 
44  never  be  able  to  finifh  :  but,  however,  I  be- 
44  lieve  you  will  do  it.  Take  care  that  your  wives 
44  never  interfere  in  ftate  affairs,  and  do  not  let 
44  them  have  any  influence  in  your  councils ;  but 
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tc  this  I  am  fure  you  will  do.  Thefe  are  my 
“  farewel  orders ;  if  you  prefer  it,  my  farewel  ad- 
“  vice.  God  blefs  you  !”  A1  Manfur  was  no 
Ifranger  to  the  inefficacy  of  a  dying  man’s  coun¬ 
cil.  He  held  the  reins  of  power  twenty-two  years, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fixty-eight. 

A1  Manfur  had  made  a  very  fplendid  pi 
to  Mecca:  but  A1  Mohdi’s  vifit  to  that  cit 
companied  with  every  refinement  of  luxurious 
delicacy.  The  camels  were  loaded  with  fo  pro¬ 
digious  a  quantity  of  fnow,  that  there  was  found 
fufficient,  not  only  for  his  and  his  retinue’s  re- 
freffiment  through  the  burning  fands  of  Arabia, 
but  to  preferve  the  delicious  fruits  he  had  car¬ 
ried  with  him  in  all  their  bloom,  and  to  ice  his 
liquors  during  his  refidence  at  Mecca,  the  greater 
part  of  whofe  inhabitants  were  ftrangers  to  fnow. 
An  Arab  prefented  him  with  one  of  Mahomet’s 
flippers,  which  he  received  very  gracioufly,  and 
amply  recompenfed  the  donor.  “  I  do  not  be- 
“  lieve,”  faid  he  to  his  courtiers,  “  that  Mahomet 
ts  ever  even  faw  the  flipper,  but  had  I  refufed  to 
“  accept  it,  the  people  would  have  thought  I  de- 
“  fpifed  it,  and  would  have  taken  umbrage  at  it.” 
He  diftributed  confiderable  fums  in  the  temple  in 
alms.  Being  furprized  that  one  member  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  flood  at  a  diflance  inflead  of  taldng  a  part 
like  the  reft,  he  turned  to  him,  faying:  “  And  you, 
“  do  you  afk  nothing?”  “  I  fhould  be  afhamed,” 


Igrimage  ai  Mohii, 

°  23d  ,a!ipb, 

y  was  ac-  774- 
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replied  the  pious  muffulman,  44  in  the  houfe  cf 
44  God,  to  afk  any  thing  but  of  himfelf.” 

During  this  reign  appeared  a  man  named  A1 
Mokanna,  who  had  firft  been  a  foldier,  then  a  re- 
gifter,  and  at  length  fet  up  for  a  prophet.  He 
was  extremely  deformed,  and  had  loft  an  eye.  To 
conceal  this  laft  defedt,  he  conftantly  wore  a  veil, 
which  he  faid  was  to  prevent  thofe  who  looked  at 
him  from  being  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of  his 
countenance.  This  artful  impoftor  was  an  adept 
at  various  juggling  tricks  :  amongft  others,  he 
caufed  a  luminous  bodv,  refembling  the  moon,  to 
rife  every  night  from  the  bottom  of  a  well,  which 
gained  him  the  appellation  of  the  moon-maker. 
There  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  his  doctrine, 
the  morality  of  which  is  not  mentioned  ;  but  it  is 
prefumable  that  it  was  accommodating,  from  his 
having  a  great  number  of  difciples,  againft  whom 
A1  Mohdi  was  obliged  to  difpatch  an  army.  Not 
fatisfied  with  being  a  prophet,  he  pretended  he  was 
infpired  by  that  fpirit  of  the  divinity  which  had 
throughout  all  ages  infufed  itfelf  into  the  different 
prophets,  and  that  at  length  it  reftded  with  him. 
It  certainly  might  have  chofen  a  more  beautiful 
tenement.  Mokanna  finding  himfelf  ftiut  up  in  a 
citadel,  his  laft  refource,  and  hopelefs  of  relief, 
poifoned  his  affociates,  burnt  their  remains,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  apparel,  provifions,  and  cattle, 
and  then  threw  himfelf  alfo  into  the  flames.  His 
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profelytes,  however,  did  not  defpair,  for  he  pro- 
mifed  that  his  foul  fhould  tranfmigrate  into  the 
body  of  a  grey-headed  old  man,  riding  on  a  grey 
bead; ;  that  he  would  then  return,  and  make  them- 
maders  of  the  whole  earth.  Several  ages  elapfed 
while  they  waited  in  expectation  of  feeing  the  old 
man  on  the  grey  bead,  clothed  in  white,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  Abaffides,  who  ufually  wore  black. 

A1  Mohdi  perfecuted  with  unceafmg  rancor  all 
feCtaries  and  heretics  ;  the  zendicills,  or  deiffcs  j 
who  notwithdanding  remained  very  numerous 
among  the  muffulmen.  This  caliph  did  not  con¬ 
duct  the'  armies  in  perfon  ;  but  his  generals  were 
every-where  victorious,  and  one  of  them  com¬ 
pelled  the  celebrated  Irene  to  fue  for  peace.  From 
Bagdad,  his  feat  of  empire,  A1  Mohdi  governed  his 
vail  domains  with  judice  and  prudence.  The  af¬ 
fairs  of  date  were  expedited  by  him  with  great 
application  and  diligence.  His  miniders  could  not 
deceive  him.  If  they  were  negligent  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  their  office,  he  gently  reprehended  them. 
“  How  long  will  you  continue  to  err?”  faid  he, 
to  one  of  them.  “  As  long,”  replied  he,  “  as 
“  God  preferves  your  life,  it  will  be  our  fate  to 
<c  err,  and  your’s  to  pardon  our  errors.” 

In  this  reign  an  apothecary,  named  Ifa,  a  fort 
of  quack,  fet  up  as  a  phyfician.  One  of  the  ca¬ 
liph’s  wives  being  indifpofed,  fent  a  Have  to  con- 
fult  him,  without  mentioning  from  whom  die 
came.  The  Have  prefented  the  urine,  faying,  it 
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.  was  that  of  a  poor  woman.  The  apothecary  ex¬ 
amined  the  vial  with  an  air  of  fagacity,  and  re¬ 
plied  :  u  Of  a  poor  woman  !  truly  it  belongs  to  a 
“  great  princefs,  who  is  pregnant  of  a  prince.’, 
This  converfation  was  related  to  the  Sultana,  who, 
enchanted  with  the  augur,  made  Ifa  a  very  hand- 
fome  prefent,  and  promifed  him  a  more  valuable 
one  Ihould  his  prediction  prove  real :  in  effeCt  Hie 
was  delivered  of  a  prince  :  the  apothecary  dif¬ 
fered  himfelf  to  be  loaded  with  wealth,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  court  in  quality  of  a  phyfician.  In  one 
thing,  however,  he  fhewed  himfelf  neither  phy¬ 
fician  nor  quack  ;  for  he  honeftly  confefied  his 
fuccefs  was  a  mere  matter  of  chance. 

It  is  related  of  A1  Mohdi,  that  having  loft  his  way 
a-hunting,  he  entered  into  an  Arab’s  hut  to  re- 
frefh  himfelf;  the  latter  offered  him  brown  bread, 
and  feme  milk.  The  caliph  enquired  whether  he 
had  nothing  better  to  give  him.  His  hoft  fetched 
a  jug  of  wine.  The  prince  drank  a  draught,  and 
alked  him  if  he  knew  him.  “  No,”  faid  the  Arab. 
<c  I  am  one  of  the  principal  noblemen  at  the  ca- 
6£  liph’s  court.”  He  then  drank  a  fecond  draught, 
and  repeated  the  fame  queftion :  “  Do  you  know 
<c  me  ?”  “  You  have  juft  now  informed  me,” 

anfwered  the  Arab.  “  That  is  not  it,”  rejoined 
the  toper  ;  “  I  am  greater  than  that.”  He  drank  a 
third  draught,  and  renewed  the  queftion.  I 
ct  rely  on  what  you  told  me,”  continued  the 
Arab;  “  Well,”  faid  the  queftioner,  “  I  am 
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44  the  caliph,  before  whom  “every  one  falls  pro- 
44  Urate.”  The  Arab  inftantly  leaped  up,  ran  to 
his  jug,  and  carried  it  away.  44  Why,”  faid  A1 
Mohdi,  44  do  you  take  away  the  wine  ?”  44  Becaufe 
44  if  you  were  to  drink  a  fourth  draught,  I  Ihould 
44  fear  you  would  tell  me  you  were  the  prophet, 

44  and  at  the  fifth,  that  you  were  God  almighty 
44  himfelf.”  The  caliph  was  entertained  with  this 
Tally  of  his  hoffs,  and  ordered  him  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney.  ' 44  AITert  whatever  you  think  proper,”  re¬ 
fumed  the  Arab  ;  44  you  may  depend  on  my  be- 
44  lieving  you  a  man  of  veracity,  even  Ihould  you 
44  fwell  your  dignities  to  the  fourth  and  fifth 
44  draught.” 

A1  Mohdi’s  death  was  occafioned  by  a  miftake. 

One  of  his  wives  being  jealous  of  Hasfana,  his  fa¬ 
vourite,  gave  her  a  poifoned  pear.  The  fruit  was 
fo  fine,  that  fne  thought  it  worthy  of  the  caliph’s 
acceptance,  and  prefented  it  to  him,  little  fufpefting 
its  pernicious  quality.  The  emperor  had  fcarcely 
eaten  it,  than  he  was  attacked  with  excruciating 
pains,  and  Ihortly  after  expired,  at  the  age  of 
forty-three,  and  after  a  reign  of  ten  years. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Mufa.  One  of  Muta, 
the  moft  important  concerns  of  this  caliph,  and  24th  caliph, 
his  fuccelfors,  was  to  reprefs  zendicifm,  which '  v4‘ 
daily  gained  ground  among  the  Arabs,  efpecially 
the  nobles.  Its  aim  was  nothing  lefs  than  to 
abolifh  the  faith  in  Mahomet,  and  confequently 
to  deftroy  the  fubmilfion  of  mind,  as  well  as  deed, 
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exacted  by  the  caliphs,  his  fucceffors ;  an  article  of 
the  utrnofl  importance  to  thofe  princes.  After 
his  father’s  example,  Mufa  perfecuted  the  fectarieS 
of  this  herefy,  and  did  not  even  fpare  thofe  of 
his  own  family  who  were  addicted  to  it.  Pil¬ 
grimage,  ablutions,  and  proftrations,  were  turned 
by  them  into  a  fubject  of  ridicule  ;  for  which  rea- 
fon  the  caliphs  were  mere  punctual  in  the  ob- 
fervance  of  their  fever al  duties  than  before.  To 
the  daring  maxims  of  thefe  anti-mahometans  may 
be  attributed  the  frequent  infurrections,  always 
tinctured  with  religion,  which  difturbed  the  reigns 
of  the  Abafiides. 

It  is  furprizing  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
Mufa  fhould  be  folicitous  about  a  fuccelfor.  What¬ 
ever  might  have  been  his  motive,  his  intention 
was  fufnciently  apparent  to  excite  uneafinefs  at 
•court.  Khizaran,  his  mother,  wilhed  to  bellow 
the  crown  on  her  youngeft  fon  Harun  Al  Rafchid; 
and  Mufa,  to  place  it  on  the  head  of  his  own  fen,  yet 
a  child;  to  have  effected  which  he  is  faid  to  have 
planned  the  death  of  his  mother  by  poifon,  and  of 
his  brother  Harun  and  his  vifier  by  the  poniard. 
An  affaffin,  named  Hartamah,  was  concealed  in 
the  palace,  that  he  might  the  more  effectually  flrike 
the  blow,  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  occurred. 

In  the  dead  of  night,  Mufa  was  alarmed  by  the 
Voice  of  Khizaran  calling  to  him  ;  he  haflened  to 
her,  when  pointing  to  his  fon  extended  dead  on  his 
bed,  fhe  told  him  that  a  violent  cough,  followed  by 
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■d  fit  of  fneezing,  had  reduced  him  to  that  date. 
But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  thefe  fymptoms  were 
accelerated. 

Mufa  was  a  lover  of  poetry.  Charmed  by  the 
beauty  of  fome  verfes  prefented  him  by  a  bard, 
named  Merwan  :  44  Choofe,”  faid  he,  44  whether 
*4  you  will  have  thirty  thoufand  drachms  paid 
<i  down,  or  wait  and  receive  a  hundred  thoufand 
44  after  palling  through  all  the  formalities  of  the 
44  finances.”  44  Thirty  thoufand  paid  down,”  re¬ 
plied  the  poet,  44  and  a  hundred  thoufand  in  re- 
44  verfion.” 

It  is  evident  that  belief  was  given  to  the  fit  of 
coughing  and  fneezing,  fince  at  the  death  of  Mufa, 
fome  nobles  of  his  court  went  to  his  fon’s  cham¬ 
ber,  dragged  him  from  his  bed,  and  compelled 
him  to  acknowledge  his  uncle  caliph  ;  a  form  ap¬ 
parently  elfential  to  render  the  election  of  Harun 
A1  Rafchid  legitimate,  who  immediately  took 
peaceable  polfelTion  of  the  throne.  Whether  from 
conviction,  or  the  neceffity  of  appearing  con¬ 
vinced,  he  certainly  was  very  fcrupulous  in  the 
practice  of  all  the  mahometan  rites  :  he  travelled 
eight  or  nine  times  from  Bagdad  to  Mecca,  and 
once  performed  that  journey  on  foot.  When  he 
could  not  undertake  the  pilgrimage  himfelf,  he 
engaged  three  hundred  perfons,  to  whom  he  fup- 
plied  every  thing  neceffary,  to  go  as  his  repre- 
fentatives.  This  prince  commanded  his  armies  in 
perfon,  particularly  againft  the  Greek  empire.  He 
was  fometimes  defeated,  though  generally  vi<5to- 
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rious.  Thefe  wars,  like  all  the  reft,  were  con¬ 
ducted  with  a  ferocity  which  depopulated  the 
countries  ;  deftroyed  cities  ;  condemned  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  unhappy  wretches  to  the  bonds  of  ilavery  ; 
and  terminated  in  equivocal  treaties,  which  ferved 
to  light  up  afrelh  the  torch  of  rebellion. 

Harun  had  three  fons,  whom  he  brought  up 
with  the  greateft  care.  He  wifhed  to  engage  a 
philofopher,  famous  for  his  learning-,  to  inftruct 
the  young  princes  at  the  palace  ;  but  the  doc¬ 
tor  replied  :  “  The  fciences  ought  not  to  court 
“  any  one,  but  fnould  be  courted  by  them.” 
“  You  are  very  right,”  faid  Harun,  “  they  fhall 
tc  attend  at  the  fame  place  with  the  other  youth 
“  of  the  city,  and,  like  them,  partake  of  your  in- 
“  ftruClions.”  Though  this  anfwer  favours  a 
little  of  felfrfufficiency,  yet  the  doftor  is  entitled 
to  efteem  ;  for  out  of  forty-eight  queftions  pro- 
pofed  to  him  one  day,  he  had  the  candor  to  con- 
fefs  himfelf  ignorant  of  thirty-four.  The  educa¬ 
tion  which  the  young  princes  received  in  this 
fchool,  rendered  them  worthy  of  Iharing  with 
their  father  the  government  of  his  vaft  domains 
during  his  life-time.  This  diftribution  Ihews  the 
extent  of  the  mahometan  empire.  Harun  had 
three  fons.  To  his  eldeft  fon,  Amin,  he  afligned 
Syria,  Irak,  the  three  Arabias,  Mefopotamia,  Af- 
fyria,  Media,  Paleftine,  Egypt,  all  the  conquefts 
of  his  predeceffors  in  Africa,  from  the  frontiers 
°i  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  to  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar, 
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with  the  dignity  of  caliph  ;  to  Mamun,  the  fe- 
cond,  he  gave  Perfia,  Kerman,  Khorafan,  and  the 
extenfive  provinces  adjacent ;  and  to  Kafem,  the 
youngeft  fon,  Armenia,  Natolia,  Georgia,  Circaf- 
fia,  and  all  the  modem  territories  towards  the 
Euxine  fea.  Spain,  which  was  governed  by  a  dif¬ 
ferent  family,  is  not  mentioned  in  this  divifion. 

The  three  princes  were  to  fucceed  each  other. 

The  difgrace  of  the  Barmacides  happened  in  The  Bar- 
this  reign.  Some  hiftorians  reprefent  them  as 
illuftrious  fufferers,  others  as  traitors  and  criminals. 

They  were  defcended  from  one  of  the  firft  fa¬ 
milies  of  the  eaft,  and  derived  their  name  from 
a  magnificent  mofque,  called  New  Bahar,  of  their 
building  at  Balkh,  and  to  which  they  were  fuper- 
intenaants  by  hereditary  right.  Mufa  had  ap¬ 
pointed  Yahya,  chief  of  that  houfe,  whofe  wife 
had  nurfed  the  young  prince,  to  be  governor  to 
Harun.  They  had  four  fons,  the  fecond  of  whom, 

Jaafar,  feems  to  have  been  the  caufe,  either  guilty 
or  innocent,  of  his  family’s  misfortunes.  Harun 
loved  him  with  the  affebtion  of  a  brother  ;  and 
repofed  the  greatefl  confidence  in  him.  It  is 
faid,  that  to  prevent  his  ever  being  fqparated  from 
him,  he  gave  him  his  filler  Abbafa  in  marriage,  but 
on  condition  that  they  fhould  abftain  from  all  con¬ 
jugal  rights  :  they  promifed  ;  forgot  their  promife, 
and  two  fons  were  born.  Harun  became  furi¬ 
ous  :  he  ordered  the  father  to  be  maffacred,  and  . 
the  mother  and  her  children  to  be  caft  into  a  well. 
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which  was  immediately  filled  up.  It  is  related, 
however,  that  he  could  not  pronounce  this  bar¬ 
barous  fentence  without  fhedding  tears.  But  this 
marriage,  its  conditions,  and  their  confequence,  de- 
ferve  to  be  ranked  among  the  lift  of  fables,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  linking  event  which  followed  the 
death  of  Jaafar.  It  is  faid,  that  his  body  was 
quartered  by  the  caliph’s  command,  and  expofed 
on  the  gates  of  Bagdad,  and  his  head  placed  on 
the  bridge  which  crofies  the  Tigris.  Would  fo 
wife  a  prince  as  Harun  have  had  the  imprudence 
to  give  fo  much  publicity  to  fuch  a  punifhment, 
incurred  by  fuch  a  caufe  ?  It  is  more  probable  that 
Jaafar,  and  two  of  his  brothers,  abufed  the  con¬ 
fidence  repofed  in  them  by  the  caliph  ;  that  they 
became  dangerous  from  their  intrigues,  and  that 
they  and  their  father  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  am¬ 
bition.  Harun  pardoned  Mahomet,  one  of  the 
four,  who  feems  not  to  have  taken  any  part  in  the 
defigns  of  his  family.  The  emperor  wrote  to 
the  governors  of  the  provinces,  telling  them  to  be 
on  their  guard  againft  their  partifans,  relatives, 
and  friends,  and  to  difpatch  them  wherever  found. 
As  a  further  proof  of  a  deep-planned  confpiracy, 
he  profcribed  their  name,  and  forbade  the  men¬ 
tion  of  it  under  pain  of  death  ;  but  as  the  Berma- 
cides  had,  during  their  favour,  fhewn  great  vir¬ 
tues,  they  had  attached  many  perfons  to  them  by 
their  generofity,  and  the  effential  fervices  they  had 
rendered,  and  their  memory  was  held  in  venera- 
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tion,  in  defpite  of  Harun’s  orders.  An  old  man, 
named  Mondir,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  their 
bounty,  had  the  temerity  to  make  a  public  pane- 
geric  on  his  benefactors.  He  was  condemned  to 
die.  Before  he  was  led  to  execution,  Mondir  re¬ 
queued  to  fpeak  two  words  to  the  caliph.  Inflead 
of  two,  the  liberal  old  man  declaimed  in  a  long 
oration  on  the  fervices  which  the  Bermacides  had 
rendered  Harun  himfelf.  The  prince  was  affected ; 
pardoned  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  prefented 
him  a  gold  plate  that  flood  before  him.  Mondir 
proflrated  himfelf,  after  the  eaftern  cuflom,  to  re¬ 
turn  him  thanks,  and  added,  as  he  rofe,  “  This  is 
<c  a  new  favour  I  receive  from  the  houfe  of  Bar- 
“  mac.”  The  emperor  was  not  even  offended  at 
this  liberty  of  fpeech,  He  was  not  only  indulgent 
but  juft  towards  a  woman  who  gave  him  a  very 
fevere  rebuke.  She  complained  to  him  of  his 
foldiers  plundering  her  houfe.  “  Have  not  you 
“  read  in  the  Alcoran,”  faid  the  caliph,  “  that 
“  when  princes  pafs  through  a  place  in  arms,  they 
“  deflroy  it  ?”  <c  I  have  alfo  read  in  the  fame 
“  book,”  replied  fhe,  “  that  the  houfes  of  thefe 
“  princes  fhall  be  defolate,  becaufe  of  their  in- 
“  juflice.”  He  commanded  immediate  reflitution 
to  be  made  her.  The  lafl  a&ion  of  his  life  can¬ 
not  be  called  an  a£t  of  juflice  :  or,  if  fo,  it  was  the 
moll  rigorous  kind  of  juflice.  He  was  dying, 
when  the  fon  of  a  rebel  was  brought  to  him  in 
chains.  He  fixed  his  eyes  on  him,  and  fuffered 
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this  expreffion  to  fall  from  his  lips  :  “  Had  I 
“  time  to  fay  only  two  words,  they  Ihouid  be,  kill 

him.”  The  unfortunate  youth  was  malfacred, 
and  the  caliph  expired  !  He  was  nearly  fifty  years 
of  age,  and  had  reigned  twenty-three. 

Harun’s  court  abounded  with  phyficians,  aftro- 
logers,  philofophers,  and  poets :  there  was  even 
a  ferious  madman  ;  for  there  are  madmen  of  every 
defcription.  The  caliph,  aftonifhed  at  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  this  maniac,  who  fancied  himfelf  the 
Almighty,  but  was  on  all  other  fubjedls  perfedtly 
rational,  faid'to  him  one  day  :  “  A  man  has  been 
<c  brought  before  me  who  counterfeits  infanity, 
<c  and  wilhes  to  impofe  himfelf  on  us  as  a  prophet 
sc  fent  from  God.  I  commanded  him  to  prifon  5 
44  he  has  taken  his  trial,  and  is  condemned  to 
44  lofe  his  head.”  The  madman,  who  had  been 
liftening  very  attentively  to  this  relation,  replied  : 
44  You  have  afted  on  this  occafion  like  a  faithful 
44  fervant  :  I  did  not  grant  the  gift  of  prophefy 
44  to  this  poor  wretch  ;  neither  has  he  received 
44  any  order  or  million  from  me.” 

One  of  his  phyficians,  whofe  name  was  Ga¬ 
briel,  cured  his  favourite  fultana  in  a  very  fmgular 
manner.  She  had  fuddenly  loft  the  ufe  of  her 
hand,  and  every  remedy  was  tried  to  remove  this 
infirmity,  but  without  effeft.  Gabriel,  who  was 
already  in  high  repute  for  difficult  cafes,  was  ap¬ 
plied  to.  He  requefted  the  caliph  to  defire  the 
lady  to  attend  his  levee  7  there,  before  a  number 
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of  perfons,  he  advanced  and  made  a  motion  as  if 
to  undrefs  her.  The  confufed  fultana  haflily 
caught  hold,  with  her  lame  hand,  of  the  part  of 
her  drefs  which  he  was  pulling  off.  The  phy- 
fician,  turning  towards  the  emperor,  faid:  44  Com- 
44  mander  of  the  faithful,  fhe  is  cured.”  The 
dodtor  gave  fuch  an  explanation  of  his  mode  of 
adting,  as  proved  him  wrell  acquainted  with  the 
force  of  the  paffions,  and  their  effedls. 

The  leffon  Harun  gave  to  a  philofopher,  whom 
he  engaged  as  his  private  counfeller,  ought  to  be 
ftudied  by  all  thofe  whom  princes  burthen  with 
the  care  of  their  confcience.  In  his  firft  con¬ 
ference,  which  the  dodtor  wilhed  to  render  worthy 
of  his  own  reputation,  the  fublimity  of  the  ob¬ 
jects,  and  the  majefty  of  his  difciple,  the  caliph  in¬ 
terrupted  him,  faying  :  44  Liflen  to  the  conditions 
44  which  mull  ferve  for  the  bafts  of  our  mutual 
44  good  underltanding.  Never  attempt  to  in- 
44  ftrudl  me  in  public,  nor  be  in  halle  to  give  me 
4  4  your  advice  in  private.  Wait  till  I  queftion 
44  you  ;  anfwer  in  a  diredt  and  precife  manner, 
44  without  any  fuperfluous  words.  Take  care  you 
44  do  not  endeavour  to  prejudice  me  in  favour  of 
44  your  fentiments,  nor  expedt  me  to  pay  too  great 
44  deference  to  your  capacity.  Ufe  no  prolixity 
44  in  the  hillories  or  traditions  you  lhall  think 
44  proper  to  relate  to  me.  Should  you  obferve 
44  me  quitting  the  path  of  re&itude,  gently  lead 
414  me  back  to  it,  without  any  harfh  expreffions. 


9g  universal  history. 

ct  Affift  me  in  the  orations  I  muft  make  in  public,, 
44  in  the  mofque,  or  elfe-where  ;  in  fine,  never 
44  addrefs  me  in  equivocal  terms.”  That  is,  Ha- 
run  liked  the  truth,  modeftly  covered,  but  not 
difguifed.  One  is  aftonifhed  to  find  a  fovereign 
with  fo  thorough  a  knowledge  of  himfelf. 

Mu  fa  Amin,  The  divifion  which  Harun  had  made  of  his. 

iOh  cai  ?h,  empjre  among  his  fons,  muft  no  doubt  have  given 

him  a  decided  opinion  of  their  difpofition.  In 
confequence  of  this  obfervation,  he  ought  to  have 
left  the  chief  throne,  that  of  Bagdad,  to  his  fe. 
cond  fon  Mamun,  inflead  of  Amin,  the  eldefl ; 
but  Mamun,  who  was  peaceably  fettled  in  his  go-, 
vernment  of  Perfia,  felt  little  inclination  for  the 
fupreme  authority,  and  fuffered  his  brother  to  fup- 
plant  him.  He  willingly  would  have  remained  the 
fecond.  in  rank,  had  not  his  brother,  influenced  by 
bad  advifers,  formed  a  plan  to  deprive  him  of  it, 
Amin’s  character  was  not  fuited  to  fucceed  in  fu'ch 
an  attempt.  Entirely  devoted  to  pleafure,  addict, 
ed  to  wine,  pafiionately  fond  of  gaming,  dancing, 
and  mufic  ;  he  •  lived  folely  with  his  wives  and 
eunuchs,  foolifhly  laviffiing  on  them  his  father’s 
treafures,  and  not  even  fparing  the  portions  allotted 
to  the  ufe  of  his  brothers.  He  abandoned  him. 
felf  in  fo  fcandalous  a  manner  to  every  fpecies  of 
debauchery,  that  he  was  at  laft  depofed  both  by 
the  nobles  and  people,  who,  however,  being  af- 
fedted  by  his  feeming  repentance,  recalled  him  to 
the  fovereignty  ;  but  this  leffon  of  adverfity  was 
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meffe&ual — he  returned  once  more  to  his  former 
licentioufnefs.  To  thefe  vices  he  joined  the  im¬ 
prudence  of  openly  attacking  his  brother  Mamun, 
whom  he  confidered  as  the  author  of  his  difgrace  ; 
becaufe  when  he  was  depofed  his  brother  was  on. 
the  point  of  being  called  to  the  throne.  War  was 
declared,  and  on  the  fide  of  Mamun  condufted 
with  the  moil:  fignal  fuccefs,  owing  to  the  fupe- 
rior  ability  of  Thaher,  one  of  his  generals,  who 
obliged  the  caliph  to  retreat  into  his  capital.  Even 
this  fenfe  of  immediate  danger  was  not  fufficient 
to  roufe  Amin  from  his  accuftomed  fupinenefs. 
While  the  enemy  was  at  the  gates  of  Bagdad — while 
the  war-engines  were  hurling  ftones  and  fire  on 
that  devoted  city,  which  was  almoft  on  the  point 
of  being  taken  by  ftorm,  he  was  quietly  play¬ 
ing  at  chefs  with  Kuthar  his  freedman.  As  long 
as  he  could  pafs  his  time  with  this  Kuthar,  every 
other  concern  was  indifferent  to  him.  A  courier 
went  to  announce  to  him  the  defeat  of  the  army, 
and  death  of  the  general :  he  was  then  amufing 
hirrifelf  with  fifhing.  “  Do  not  fpoil  my  fport,” 
faid  he,  “  for  Kuthar  has  caught  three  large  filhes, 
s<  and  I  have  not  yet  got  one.”  The  principal 
inhabitants  of  Bagdad,  not  thinking  themfelves 
obliged  to  brave  any  further  dangers  for  fuch  a 
man,  agreed  to  capitulate,  which  Amin  being  fe- 
cretly  informed  of,  he  determined  to  be  firft  ;  and 
furrendered  in  the  hope  of  his  life  being  "fpared  ; 
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but  Thaher  caufed  him  to  be  beheaded.  He  was 
thirty  years  of  age,,  of  which  he  had  reigned  five. 

Marr.un,  As  foon  as  Manrun’s  victories  in  the  war  which 
7th  cahph,  force(j  bim  to  wage  had  promifed 

him  fuccefs,  he  affumed  the  title  of  caliph.  His 
title  was  acknowledged  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bag* 
dad  after  the  fiege,  but  not  without  fome  difficulty. 
He  found  no  lefs  than  four  rebels  in  arms  againffi 
him  in  different  parts  of  the  empire ;  but  he  tri¬ 
umphed  over  all  their  machinations,  by  means  of 
his  general  Thaher,  to  whom,  as  a  recompenfe  for 
his  fervices,  he  gave  the  government  of  Ifpahan, 

'  to  defcend  to  his  pofterity.  Though  Mamun  was 
not  the  founder  of  that  city,  fmce  become  the 
capital  of  Perfia,  he  muil  rank  as  its  benefactor  ; 
for  he  cohfiderably  enlarged  and  adorned  it,  and 
would  have  preferred  it  for  his  fixed  refidence,, 
had  not  the  popular  prejudice,  accuftomed  to  view 
Bagdad  as  the  chief  feat  of  empire,  determined 
him  to  remove  thither. 

He  wifhed  to  annihilate  every  pretext  for  fchifm, 
and  even  to  aboiifn  its  colours.  That  which  dif- 
tinguifhed  the  Abaffides  was  black.  Mamun  at¬ 
tempted  to  introduce  green,  the  colour  worn  by 
the  houfe  of  Ali.  This  produced  diffenfions  which 
nearly  ripened  into  fedition,  and  obliged  the  ca¬ 
liph  to  fuffer  his  Perfians  to  refume  the  black, 
which  they  have  continued  ever  fince.  His  defire 
of  uniting  the  different  feds  has  injured  him  in. 
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the  opinion  of  rigid  muffulmen.  They  fufpect  his 
orthodoxy,  and  blame  him  for  having  introduced, 
or  at  lead  favoured,  philofophy,  and  the  other  fpe- 
culative  fciences  ;  “  when,”  fay  they,-  u  the  Al- 
“  coran  ought  to  fuffice  all  true  believers.”  It  is 
not  known  whether  it  was  to  diminifh  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  that  book,  but  he  commanded  the  governor 
of  Bagdad  to  oblige  the  judges  and  teachers  of 
traditions  to  infill  that  it  is  not  eternal,  but  cre¬ 
ated,  and  feverely  to  punifh  thofe  who  fliould 
fupport  the  contrary  opinion.  Aflronomy,  phyfic? 
and  all  the  fciences,  were  held  in  honour  during 
his  reign.  He  invited  all  men  of  genius  to  his 
court,  whether  Indians,  mageis,  Jews,  or  chriftians, 
loaded  them  with  wealth,  and  ordered  their  works 
to  be  tranflated.  A1  Mamun  has  rendered  himfelf 
illuflrious  not  only  by  his  love  of  learning,  but 

t  _ 

alfo  by  his  goodnefs.  He  ufed  to  fay,  Did  but 
6C  my  fubjeds  know  how  vail  a  fund  of  clemency 
cc  I  poffefs,  even  the  greatefl  culprits  would  croud 
<c  around  me,”  Beyond  a  doubt,  the  prince  who 
bore  this  public  teflimony  of  himfelf  could  be  in 
no  fear  of  contradidion.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine,  after  a  reign  of  twenty  years. 

According  to  the  will  of  Harun  his  father,  ai  Mots- 
A1  Mamun,  though  he  had  a  fon,  nominated  Al  caliph, 
Motafem  for  his  fucceffor.  This  prince  was  ac-  8”' 
knowledged  by  his  nephew,  obtained  fome  ad¬ 
vantages  by  means  of  his  generals,  infilled  like  his 
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predeceffor  that  the  Alcoran  Is  created,  and  dif- 
played  on  the  throne  an  aftonlihing  degree  of 
pomp  and  magnificence.  He  had,  fays  his  hifto- 
rian,  130,000  pie-bald  horfes  in  his  ftables  ;  more 
perhaps  than  ever  exifted  ;  each  of  which  carrying 
a  fack  of  earth  faft-ened  to  its  neck,  enabled  him 
to  raife  a  mountain  in  the  middle  of  Samarra,  a 
city  he  had  founded  in  Arabian  Irak,  having  taken 
a  difiike  to  Bagdad.  He  had  eight  fons,  eight 
daughters  ;  reigned  eight  years,  eight  months,  and 
eight  days;  was  born  the  eighth  month  of  the  year; 
was  the  eighth  caliph  of  the  houfe  of  the  Abaf- 
ftdes  ;  fought  eight  battles,  poffeffed  eight  ihoufand 
Haves,  left  eight  millions  of  gold  coin,  and  died 
at  forty-eight  years  of  age.  Ail  thefe  eights  have 
given  him  the  name  of  caliph  Oetonary.  Hewas  the 
frrft  who  employed  Turkifii  foidiers  in  his  armies. 

ai  Wathek,  Ai  "Wathek  his  fon  was  alfo  expofed  to  many  con- 

2.  0  wA  C3.1  i  nb. .  *.  «  v*  1  i  1  1  1  » •  •  « 

g4r.  ‘  fpiracies.  it  is  very  probable  that  tney  originated 
in  the  perfeverance  with  wThich  he  purfued  thofe  who 
profdfed  the  eternity  of  the  Alcoran.  This  dogma 
appears  to  have  been  a  fort  of  rallying  point :  if 
the  rebels  would  confent  to  make  a  recantation 
of  their  belief,  they  obtained  the  caliph’s  pardon. 
At  his  death  the  prifons  were  full  of  perfons  of 
the  fell  quality  in  the  empire,  but  their  captivity 
was  not  fever e.  Wathek  piqued  himfelf  on  imi¬ 
tating  his  uncle  Mamun  in  his  clemency.  He  alfo 
refembled  his  grandfather  Harun  in  his  love  of 
learning.  He  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  of  the 
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dropfy,  caufed,  it  is  thought,  by  the  ftimulating 
potions  which  that  prince,  very  much  addi&ed  to 
the  fex,  took  to  reanimate  his  paffions. 

At  the  deceafe  of  Al  Wathek  the  nobles  balanced  ai  Mora- 

W3  kit  cJ 

between  Ai  Mothadi  his  fon,  and  Ai  Motawakkel  30th  calijh, 

'  *  o  <: 

his  brother.  They  at  length  decided  in  favour  of  the  "4 
latter,  becaufe  the  former  was  too  young  to  per¬ 
form,  in  the  quality  of  iman,  the  prayers  in  the 
mofque- — an  office  exclufively  belonging  to  the  ca¬ 
liphate.  This  incapacity  often  inverted  the  order 
of  fucceffion,  and  prevented  the  children  from  in¬ 
heriting  the  father’s  throne.  It  is  thought  alfo, 
that  Al  Motawakkel  owed  his  exaltation  in  a  great 
meafure  to  the  favour  of  a  body  of  Turks  with 
whom  the  caliphs  had  been  furrounded  fome  time 
for  their  guard.  This  prince,  like  the  caliph  Ha- 
run,  divided  his  empire  between  his  three  fons, 
who  were  appointed  his  fucceffors.  It  appears  by 
this  fecond  diflribution  that  the  empire  was  nearly 
the  fame,  notwithftanding  the  deft ru  Give  wars 
-  waged  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  particularly 
with  the  Greeks,  which  ought  either  to  have  ex¬ 
tended  or  contracted  its  limits.  Thofe  that  were 
carried  on  under  Al  Motawakkel,  to  the  full  as 
fanguinary  and  as  ruinous,  produced  no  greater 
alteration. 

This  prince  is  faid  to  have  been  a  lover  of 
learning  ;  but  his  memory  muft  be  held  in  de~ 
teftatlon  by  the  Arabs,  becaufe  he  was  the  firft  of 
their  emperors  who,  to  the  pain  of  death,  added 
'  h3 
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the  refinement  of  tortures.  He  is  accufed  of 
having  put  fome  unhappy  beings  into  a  fort  of 
iron  chef!  full  of  fpikes,  which  could  be  heated  at 
pleafure ;  and  of  haying  replied  to  thofe  who  pe- 
tioned  for  their  pardon,  “  Companion  is  a  proof 
<c  of  an  ignoble  foul.”  His  amufements  were  of 
a  nature  cruelly  capricious.  At  one  time,  when 
at  table  with  his  friends,  a  lion,  by  his  order,  was 
let  loofe  in  the  apartment,  to  throw  them  into  a 
Rate  of  terror ;  at  another,  he  would  caufe  ferpents 
to  be  flung  under  the  table,  and  pots  full  of  fcor- 
pions  to  be  broken,  without  any  perfon  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  change  his  place  ;  and  he  cured  by  means 
of  an  electuary  thofe  who  had  been  (lung  or 
bitten.  It  no  doubt  was  the  apprehenfion  of  thefe 
dangerous  diverfions  that  prevented  feveral  men 
of  fcience  from  fixing  themfelves  at  his  court,  al¬ 
though  his  invitations  to  them  were  accompanied 
with  the  rnoft  liberal  promifes.  In  fact,  the  treat¬ 
ment  experienced  by  a  chriftian  phyfician,  named 
Honain,  was  fufficient  to  make  them  unwilling  to 
attend.  To  convince  himfelf  whether  he  might  con¬ 
fide  in  this  man,  AlMotaw'akkel  commanded  him  to 
prepare  a  mortal  poifon  for  one  of  his  enemies ;  fo 
fubtije  in  its  effedt,  that  his  diffolution  might  ap¬ 
pear  fo  perfectly  natural,  that  no  perfon  fhould 
fufpect  him  of  his  death.  Honain  rejected  this 
propofal  with  horror.  The  emperor  infilled,  in- 
treated,  menaced,  and  confined  him  in  prifon  a 
year.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was 
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"brought  into  the  caliph’s  prefence,  who  renewed 
his  felicitations  and  threats.  The  phyfician  con¬ 
tinued  firm.  <c  What  can  infpire  you  with  this 
<e  refolution,”  faid  the  emperor,  “  when  you  fee 
<e  death  before  your  eyes?”  “  Two  things,”  re¬ 
plied  Honain,  “  my  religion,  and  my  profeffion  : 
“  the  fird  teaches  me  to  do  good  to  my  enemies, 
“  and  to  do  no  hurt  to  my  friends ;  the  fecond 
has  been  edablifhed  for  the  advantage  of  the 
4C  human  race,  and  when  I  embraced  it  I  took  a 
folemn  oath  never  to  be  concerned  in  any  pre- 
paration  of  a  hurtful  or  mortal  nature.”  The 
caliph  rejoiced,  and  gave  him  his  entire  confi¬ 
dence  :  but  a  favour  bought  by  a  year’s  imprifon- 
ment  was  not  likely  to  tempt  the  learned,  whom 
his  munificence  might  otnerwife  have  attached  to 
him. 

The  conduct  he  obferved  towards  thofe  who 
furrounded  him  renders  that  which  he  is  accufed 
of  towards  his  fon  at  lead  probable.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  he  loaded  him  with  ill  treatment ;  that 
he  infulted  him,  druck  him,  and  inflifted  the 
mod  fevere  punifhments  for  the  mod  trivial  faults, 
and  compelled  him  to  drink  wine  to  excefs,  to 
render  him  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  mufful- 
men,  witneffes  to  his  intoxication.  This,  they 
add,  was  what  provoked  the  fon  to  confpire  againd 
his  father’s  life.  But  the  murdered  father  had  no 
advocate  to  plead  his  caufe  againd  the  fon  living 
and  on  the  throne ;  therefore  it  is  poffible  that 
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his  faults  have  been  exaggerated  both  in  their 
principle  and  effed :  whereas  there  can  exift  no 
paliation  for  the  crime  of  parricide,  even  though 
it  were  proved  that  the  father  had  attempted 
the  life  of  his  fon.  A1  Montafer  reproached  his 
father  with  having  planned  his  death.  A1  Mo- 
tawakkel,  on  the  other  hand,  accufed  A1  Montafer 
with  deep-laid  fchemes  to  deprive  him  of  life  ;  and 
he  threatened  to  have  both  his  mother  and  him 
tried  in  a  court  of  juftice.  The  dread  of  public 
detection  made  the  fon  determine  to  anticipate  his 
father’s  intention.  He  gained  over  the  Turkifh 
guard,  whofe  captain  the  caliph  had  imprudently 
offended:  fome  foldiers,  Rationed  for  that  purpofe, 
fell  on  him  while  he  was  at  table,  and  {tabbed 
him.  During  the  confufion,  and  his  efforts  to  de¬ 
fend  himfelf,  was  Fatah,  one  of  his  favourites,  try-, 
ing  to  fave  him,  and  exclaiming  with  all  his  might, 
44  Oh  !  Motawakkel,  I  will  not  furvive  thee  !” 
•while  his  buffoon,  at  a  little  diftance,  -was  fcream- 
ing  to  the  full  as  loud :  44  Oh  !  Motawakkel  I  hope 
44  to  live  when  you  are  no  more  !”  The  wifhes  of 
both  were  gratified. 

To  thefe  murderous  cabals  were  added  religious 
difputes :  the  eternity  of  the  Alcoran  continued  a 
fubjed  of  difcord.  The  rivalfhip  between  the  houfe 
of  Ommiyah  and  Ali  was  frequently  renewed  : 
whatever  caliph  had  favoured  one  fed:,  wras  almofl 
fure  of  being  fucceeded  by  a  prince  who  protected 
the  other ;  therefore  the  perfecutions  became  in  a 
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manner  alternative.  It  may  be  called  the  vice  of 
the  age  ;  for  at  that  time  the  Greek  emperors 
fucceffively  demolifhed  the  idols  and  adored  them, 
and  by  perfecuting  edicts  forced  their  fubjects  to 
embrace  that  faith  and  form  of  worfhip  which 
they  chofe  to  profefs  themfelves.  The  fedtators 
of  Ali  were  profcribed  by  A1  Motawakkel,  though 
protected  by  his  three  predeceffors.  He  wifhed  to 
prevent  his  people  going  in  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb 
of  Hofein,  and  the  better  to  attain  that  end,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  deflroy  every  veflige  of  this  monu¬ 
ment.  Not  content  with  reducing  it  to  ruin,  he 
caufed  a  river  to  flow  over  the  fpot.  Vain  at¬ 
tempt  !  The  difciples  of  Ali  pioufly  believe  that 
the  waters  refpedtfully  flopped  their  courfe,  and 
returned  back  into  their  channel.  Motawakkel’s 
reign,  which  was  of  fourteen  years’  duration,  is  re¬ 
markable  for  the  fcourges  of  every  fpecies  which 
defolated  the  empire  ; — wars,  rebellions,  famine, 
perfecutions,  dreadful  hurricanes,  and  violent  earth¬ 
quakes  :  hence  it  was  called  the  reign  of  prodigies. 

This  prince  lived  forty  years. 

A1  Montafer  affirmed  in  a  public  affembly  that  ai  Montn- 
he  was  innocent  of  his  father’s  death.  He  laid  this  liph^^ 
crime  to  the  charge  of  Fatah,  who  refufed  to  fur- 
vive  his  mailer ;  and  faid  that  it  was  to  punifh  his 
villany  that  he  had  commanded  him  to  be  cut  in 
pieces..  But  the  parricide’s  remorfe  bore  evidence 
to  the  crime.  He  dragged  on  a  fhort,  loathed 
exigence,  purfued  by  defpair  and  the  avenging 
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furies.  He  fought  to  annihilate  every  objefl  which 
could  remind  him  of  this  exectable  deed.  He  de= 
molifhed  his.  father’s  palace,  and  quitted  the  city 
where  his  murder  had  been  perpetrated.  But  it 
feemed  the  care  of  Providence  to  bring  to  his  view 
what  he  anxioully  wifhed  to  fhun.  Al  Montafer  was 
one  day  admiring  a  beautiful  painting  of  a  man  on 
horfeback  with  a  diadem  encircling  his  head,  and 
a  Perlian  infcription  :  he  demanded  the  explana¬ 
tion  :  it  was— ct  I  am  Shiruyeh,  the  fon  of  Kofru 
<c  Parviz,  who  murdered  my  father,  and  poffeffed 
((  the  crown  only  fix  months.”  He  turned  pale, 
as  if  fir uck  by  a  fentence  of  death.  This  was 
confirmed  to  his  affrighted  imagination  by  fearful 
dreams,  flrowing  him  the  ghaftly  corpfe  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  calling  him  to  the  tomb.  Thither  he  de¬ 
fended  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  It  is  fu- 
fpected  that  his  end  was  haftened  by  poifon,  given 
him  by  the  infligators  and  accomplices  of  his  crime, 
who  dreaded  the  effects  of  his  repentance. 

This  unhappy  young  man,  befides  his  remorfe, 
experienced  every  other  caufe  of  wretchednefs, 
from  his  affociating  himfelf  with  villains,  the  ieaft 
of  which  was  his  not  being  the  mailer  of  his  own 
actions.  The  two  captains  of  the  Turkifh  guard, 
the  principal  authors  of  the  murder,  compelled 
him  to  exclude  his  two  brothers,  Motaz  and  Mo- 
waiad,  from  the  caliphate,  from  the  fear  of  their 
avenging  their  father’s  death.  Finding  themfelves 
by  that  means  empowered  to  choofe,  they  appoint- 
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€d  to  the  pontifical  throne  Moftain,  coufin-german 
•of  the  deceafed.  Thefe  officers  ffiortly  after  quar¬ 
relled  among  themfelves,  and  each  of  them  aimed 
at  feizing  the  perfon  of  the  caliph.  Him  to  whom 
the  prince  abandoned  himfelf  loft  a  battle,  and 
lied  with  his  caliph  to  Bagdad.  The  governor  re¬ 
ceived  him  honourably,  being  charmed  at  having 
the  chief  of  the  empire  in  his  poffeffion.  The 
other  Turldffi  captain,  as  foon  as  he  had  expelled 
his  rival,  drew  Motaz  and  Mowaiad  out  of  prifon, 
where  they  had  been  confined  by  Moftain.  Under 
the  banners  of  Motaz  he  laid  fiege  to  Bagdad, 
whofe  governor,  totally  indifferent  in  his  choice  of 
mafters  provided  he  was  fecured  in  his  ftation  by 
him  who  lhould  be  invefted  with  the  authority, 
counfelled  A1  Moftain  to  abdicate,  on  condition  of 
his  life  being  fpared,  and  a  maintenance  allowed 
him  proportioned  to  the  fortune  he  quitted.  AI 
Motaz  took  the  place,  and  continued  to  govern  in 
his  poll.  Thefe  cabals,  wars,  and  negociations, 
employed  nearly  four  years,  which  was  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  Al  Moftain’s  reign.  He  was  mild,  indolent, 
and  timid.  This  difpofition  ought  to  have  enfured 
his  life  againft  the  attempts  of  a  rival ;  but  he  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  eafily  influenced  by  different 
counfellors.  This  was  fufficient  to  infpire  fear,  and 
he  was  affaffinated,  though  at  what  period  and 
what  age  is  uncertain.  The  diftant  governors  and 
generals  taking  advantage  of  thefe  commotions, 
foon  converted  their  obedience  into  a  mere  re- 
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fpecL  They  acknowledged  the  caliph,  rated  mister 
the  authority  of  his  name  ;  but  executed  his  or¬ 
ders  only  when  they  coincided  with  their  own  in- 
tereiL 

AiMutas,  AI  Motaz  on  Ms  acceffion  to  the  throne  maf- 

%i.-.  ’’  facred  his  two  brothers  ,Mo  waiad  and  Mowaffek ,  who 

had  incurred  his  fufpidon  becaufe  they  were  very 
much  beloved,  and  permitted  Ahmed,  a  third,  as 
a  great  favour,  to  live  in  obfcmity  at  Bagdad.  He 
no  doubt  had  a  counfellor,  to  whom  a  principal 
part  of  thefe  crimes  Mould  be  imputed ;  but  in 
charging  his  counfellors  with  his  bad  actions,  it  is 
but  juft  to  grant  them  the  honour  of  a  prince  of 
eighteen  having  the  addrefs  to  fupport  himfeif, 
during  four  years,  againfl  the  machinations  of  the 
Turkifh  troops,  who  were  grown  formidable, — 
Motaz  fowed  diffenfions  among  the  officers,  and 
caufed  them  to  be  the  punifhers  of  each  other,  for 
confpiring  againfl  the  power  of  the  caliphate,  which 
it  was  their  duty  to  protect.  The  chief  part  of 
the  captains  fell  victims  to  the  difputes  he  had  oc- 
cafioned.  The  emperor  imagined  he  Mould  eafily 
control  the  reft  by  means  of  a  troop  of  Magre- 
foians,  African  muflulmen,  of  whom  he  compofed 
a  guard ;  but  thefe  were  cut  to  pieces  by  the 
Turks,  who  obliged  the  caliph  to  depofe  himfeif, 
and  then  made  him  die  of  hunger,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two. 

It  is  faid  that  he  might  have  efcaped  this  fate 
by  the  aid  of  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns. 
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which  they  demanded  as  their  arrears.  His  finances 
were  fo  badly  fupplied,  that  his  coffers  contained 
not  fo  much;  and  he  applied  to  Cubiah,  his  mother, 
who  poffefied  immenfe  treafures ;  but  die  refufed 
him.  When  this  ilep-mother  was  driven  from  the 
palace  by  her  Son’s  fucceffor,  her  riches  amounted 
to  a  million  of  gold  crowns,  a  bufhel  of  emeralds, 
another  of  pearls,  and  eleven  pounds  weight  of  very 
fine  rubies. 

The  Turkiffi  guard  having  the  entire  power,  ASMoh^.s;, 
granted  the  favour  of  filling  the  throne  to  A 1 868. 
Mohtadi,  the  fon  of  Wathek,  who  was  thirty-eight 
years  old.  In  the  fpace  of  a  year,  which  he  reign¬ 
ed,  he  cleared  the  palace  of  muficians,  dancers,  and 
buffoons  ;  fent  away  the  lions,  dogs,  and  other 
animals  which  were  kept  by  his  predeceflors;  pro¬ 
scribed  gaming  and  wine ;  and  enforced  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  precepts  of  the  Alcoran  by  his  own 
example.  He  leffened  the  taxes,  regulated  the 
finances,  and  adminiftered  juflice  in  perfon  with 
the  flrifteft  impartiality.  The  people  were  antici¬ 
pating  their  future  happinefs  under  the  conduct  of 
fuch  a  fovereign,  when  the  Turkifh  guard,  whofe 
Ikentioufhefs  he  tried  to  reftrain,  confpired  againft 
him.  They  infolently  preferred  their  unjufi:  de¬ 
mand,  to  which  he  refrifed  compliance.  They  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  threats;  but  he  remained  Ready  in  his  re- 
folution  at  the  head  of  his  Magrebians,  who  were 
again  unfortunately  vanquifhed.  Some  hiftorians 
lay  that  Ai  Mohtadi  was  killed  in  the  affray;  others. 
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that  having  been  taken  by  the  Turks  he  expired 
in  torments  which  they  inflicted  on  him,  becaufe  he 
refufed  to  abdicate  the  caliphate. 

Ai  Mota.  Al  Motawakkel,  one  of  the  former  caliphs,  had 
caliph,  86 9.  left  two  fons :  Al  Motamed,  the  eldeft,  was  indolent, 
without  any  knowledge  of  ftate  affairs,  and  wholly 
addicted  to  repofe  and  pleafure  ;  the  fecond, 
named  Al  Mowaffek,  was  active,  vigilant,  courage¬ 
ous,  and  equally  capable  of  governing  in  peace  and 
war.  The  Turks  did  not  choofe  the  latter  to  fuc- 
ceed  Al  Mohtadi ;  perhaps  they  feared  him  :  but 
Al  Motamed,  whom  they  elected,  had  the  good  fenfe 
to  place  an  entire  confidence  in  his  brother,  and 
to  leave  the  adminiftration  of  all  affairs,  both 
civil  and  military,  to  his  decifion  ;  therefore  every 
adtion  of  Al  Motamed’s  caliphate  ought  to  be 
afcribed  to  Al  Mowaffek.  He  never  laid  down 
his  arms  during  his  government ;  fometimes 
they  were  employed  againfl:  the  rebels,  fome¬ 
times  againff  the  Greeks.  He  was  preparing  mea- 
fures  to  free  his  brother  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
Turks,  when  an  irruption  of  the  people  called 
Zenjians,  commanded  by  Habib,  their  king,  oblig¬ 
ed  him  to  have  recourfe  to  this  dreaded  phalanx, 
which  he  meant  to  deftroy.  The  general  of  the 
Arabs  compelled  the  Zenjians  to  quit  his  brother’s 
territories,  and  lulled  their  king ;  but  he  furvived 
his  triumph  a  very  fhort  time.  A  fit  of  ifinefs  car¬ 
ried  him  of  in  the  flower  of  h^>.  age.  He  left  a 
fon,  who  fupplied  his  place,  and  to  whom  the  ca~ 
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liph  transferred  the  confidence  he  had  given  his 
father,  that  he  might,  under  the  guardianffiip  of  his 
nephew,  continue  to  flumber  in  the  bofom  of  plea- 
fure,  his  fovereign  good.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three,  after  a  reign  of  twenty-three  years.  His 
feal  bore  the  following  motto :  “  Happy  is  he  ' 

“  whom  the  example  of  others  inftru&s.”  This 
mode  of  inftru&ion  is  not  difficult.  It  was  that 
which  fuited  his  difpofition. 

Although  A1  Motamed  had  a  fon  named  Giafar,  he  A™ota^e<J» 

°  7  36th  caliph 

nominated  his  nephew  A1  Motaded  to  the  caliphate ;  s92' 
and  even  had  him  acknowledged  during  his  life-time. 

This  dignity  added  no  increafe  to  his  power,  which 
was  abfolute  before  his  elevation.  In  his  reign,  abund¬ 
ance  enriched  the  province,  and  the  tranquillity  of 
the  empire  was  undifturbed,  except  by  the  inroads 
of  the  Karmatians,  a  fe&  of  fanatics,  whofe  origin 
is  unknown.  Under  A1  Motaded,  a  poor  creature 
named  Karmata  came  from  Perfia  into  Arabia. 

He  appeared  to  lead  a  very  auftere  life ;  faid  he 
was  infpired,  and  that  God  had  commanded  him 
to  pray  fifty  times  a-day.  When  he  had  affembled 
a  fufficient  number  of  difciples,  he  chofe  from  their 
number  twelve  men,  to  whom  he  gave  the  title  of 
apoftles,  and  appointed  them  to  inftruift  the  reft, 
and  to  propagate  his  doctrine.  The  governor  of 
the  province  obferving  the  peafantry  neglect  their 
labour  to  attend  to  their  fifty  prayers,  threw  the 
pretended  faint  into  prifon,  and  fwore  that  he 
fiiould  die. 
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A  young  girl,  a  Have  to  the  governor,  heard 
this  oath.  Moved  by  compaflion,  in  the  dead  of 
night,  fire  took  the  keys  of  the  prifon  from  under 
her  mailer’s  pillow,  fet  the  prophet  at  liberty,  and 
replaced  the  keys.  The  following  day  when  he 
could  not  be  found,  no  doubt  remained  of  his 
having  been  freed  by  a  divine  power.  He  (hewed 
himfelf  to  fome  of  his  profelytes  at  a  dillance  from 
the  place,  confirmed  them  in  that  belief,  and  af- 
ferted  that  no  earthly  power  could  hurt  him ;  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  too  prudent  to  venture  the  trial,  and 
he  was  no  more  heard  of.  His  doHrine  was  little 
,  different  from  Mahomet’s.  His  difciples  believed 
in  angels,  ufed  genuflexions  in  their  prayers,  ad¬ 
hered  rigoroufly  to  the  appointed  falls,  and  pro- 
fefled  neverthelefs  a  rancorous  hatred  to  the  ma- 
hometans,  to  whom  they  gave  no  quarter.  The 
Karmatians  increafed  prodigioufly  in  a  fhort  period. 
A1  Motaded  had  need  of  all  his  forces  to  drive  them 
from  the  centre  of  his  dominions.  Under  the 
mafk  of  devotion  they  praflifed  the  moll  abomi¬ 
nable  libertinifm,  which  excefs  gained  over  to  them 
many  of  the  foldiers.  They  afterwards  formed 
themfelves  into  numerous  armies,  and  carried  de- 
vaflation  through  the  finefl  provinces  of  Afia. 

A1  Motaded  was  juft,  though  very  feverc.  His 
reign,  which  was  of  ten  years’  duration,  was  tranquil. 
This  caliph  was  near  fifty  when  he  died,  either  by 
pcifou,  or  exhaufted  by  pleafure.  The  fciences 


flourifhed  under  his  protection,  and  he  liberally  re- 
coinpenled  thofe  who  cultivated  them. 

The  very  day  of  his  father’s  deceafe,  Al  Mo&afi  A1 

3  6l__ 

was  proclaimed  caliph  at  Bagdad,  while  he  was  901. 
abfent  on  a  military  expedition.  The  Karmatians 
appeared  in  feveral  parts  of  his  dominions,  in  ar¬ 
mies  amounting  to  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  One 
of  them  was  commanded  by  a  youthful  general  of 
twenty-two,  named  liofein,  who  joining  artifice  to 
valour,  pretended  he  was  defcended  in  a  direft 
1  ine  from  Mahomet ;  and  in  proof  of  his  aifertion 
fhewed  a  wart  on  his  face,  like  that  on  the  face 
of  the  prophet.  Thus  we  fee  thefe  Karmatians, 
though  inveterate  enemies  to  the  mufiulmen,  iden¬ 
tifying,  as  it  were,  their  immediate  propinquity, 
where  their  intereft  was  concerned  ;  for  ambition 
and  cupidity  will  even  adopt  contrary  meafures  to 
attain  their  defires. 

If  the  Karmatians  were  fanguinary  and  cruel  to 
their  foes,  they  in  their  turn  experienced  a  fimilar 
treatment.  Their  chiefs,  amongfi:  whom  was  Ho- 
fein,  fell  into  the  power  of  Al  MoCtafi,  and  by  his 
order  expired  in  excruciating  tortures.  The  ca¬ 
liph’s  armies  were  alfo  numerous,  and  well  com¬ 
manded.  Egypt-  and  Syria,  which  had  been  fepa- 
rated  from  the  empire  under  fome  of  his  prede- 
ceffors,  were  reunited  to  it.  In  defpite  of  ail  his 
precautions,  a  caravan  from  Mecca  was,  in  his 
reign,  for  the  firft  time,  plundered  likewife  by 
the  formidable  Karmatians,  who  carried  oft  an  im- 
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menfe  booty  ;  but  being  furprized  in  the  a£t  of 
dividing  it,  they  were  compelled  to  relinquifh  their 
fpoih  A1  Moctafi,  befides  his  land  forces,  was  alfo 
poffeffed  of  fleets.  Either  in  perfon,  or  by  his 
generals,  he  gave  frequent  battle  to  the  Greeks 
and  Turks.  He  filled  the  throne  only  fix  years, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty.  He  rarely  flept 
above  four  hours  ;  the  remainder  of  the  night 
was  divided  between  fludy  and  the  affairs  of  go¬ 
vernment.  He  left  the  finances  in  an  excellent 
ftate,  and  great  armies  on  foot.  Authors  pro¬ 
nounce  him  good  and  humane ;  and  that  not- 
with handing  the  wars  in  which  he  engaged,  he 
lamented  that  effufion  of  blood  which  neceflity 
obliged  him  to  filed.  What  a  man  would  MoHafi. 
have  become,  had  his  career  not  been  fo  early 
flopped  ! 

All  thofe  who  had  any  fvvay  in  the  empire  had 
’  an  interefl  in  feeing  a  youth  on  the  throne : — the 
minifters  to  govern  according  to  their  inclination  ; 
the  commanders  of  the  provinces  to  exercife  their 
authority  without  the  fear  of  control ;  the  ar¬ 
mies  to  live  in  unreffrained  licentioufnefs ;  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Bagdad  to  obtain  privileges  and  grants. 
Moktader,  therefore,  was  defied  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  empire. 
We  muff  not  omit  another  clafs  of  fuffrages  for 
which  he  was  indebted  to  his  youth,  and  which 
was  not  the  leaft  powerful,  viz.  that  of  the  women 
and  eunuchs,  who  flattered  themfelves  they  fhould 
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eafily  acquire  an  influence  over  the  mind  of  fo 
young  a  man.  Nor  were  their  hopes  difappointed. 
Hiftorians  do  not  name  the  number  of  women  re¬ 
dding  in  the  palace ;  but  they  make  that  of  the 
black  eunuchs  amount  to  thirty,  and  the  white  to 
forty  thoufand.  This  enumeration  is  found  in  a  de- 
fcription  given  by  a  Greek  ambaflfador,  from  which 
we  may  form  a  juft:  idea  of  the  magnificence  of  the 
caliph’s  court  at  that  period. 

The  imperial  palace  was  adorned  with  the  moft 
coftly  furniture,  and  every  kind  of  arms.  The 
regiments  of  guards,  to  the  number  of  fixteen 
thoufand,  were  ranged  in  order  of  battle  ;  they 
received  their  pay  in  purfes  of  gold.  Seven  hun¬ 
dred  attendants  and  porters  were  Rationed  in  the 
avenues  and  gateways.  The  Tigris  was  covered 
with  veflels  fuperbly  ornamented,  exhibiting  a  moft 
brilliant  fpeftacle.  Within  and  without  the  palace 
were  fpread  fixteen  thoufand  pieces  of  filk,  five 
hundred  of  brocade,  and  twelve  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  carpets  of  moft  exquifite  workmanfnip  and  in- 
eftimable  value.  In  the  centre  of  the  hall  of  audi¬ 
ence  arofe  a  tree  of  maflive  gold  ;  eighteen  prin¬ 
cipal  branches  proceeding  from  it,  on  which  an  in¬ 
finite  variety  of  gold  and  filver  birds  were  feen 
fluttering  their  wings,  and  finging  harmonioufly. 
This  pompous  difplay  was  intended  to  infpire  the 
Greeks  with  an  exalted  opinion  of  the  caliph’s 
power,  and  to  deter  them  from  forming  any  de- 
figns  of  war.  Moktader  had  full  exereife  for  his 
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troops  againfl  the  Karmatians,  who  continued  to 
difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire.  Their  prin¬ 
cipal  expedition  was  conducted  by  a  young  man  of 
nineteen,  named  Thaher.  The  caliph  was  nearly 
of  the  fame  age  ;  however,  he  did  not  choofe  to 
rifk  engaging  with  him,  but  fent  his  generals. 
The  efforts  of  thefe  could  not  prevent  the  young 
Karmatian  from  flopping  a  caravan,  and  giving 
it  up  to  be  plundered  by  his  foldiers ; — a  very  en¬ 
couraging  bait  for  his  troops  ; — nor  from  pene¬ 
trating  into  the  territory  of  Mecca.  He  entered 
the  city,  maffacred  a  great  number  of  pilgrims  in 
the  temple,  filled  the  facred  well  with  dead  bodies,  • 
demolifhed  many  of  the  buildings,  defpoiled  the 
Caaba  of  all  its  ornaments,  and  amongfl  other 
acts  of  profanation  carried  •  off  the  famous  black 
ftone,  which  was  an  objedt  of  as  much  veneration 
to  the  muffulmen  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was 
to  the  Ifraelites.  The  inhabitants  of  Mecca  offered 
an  immenfe  fum  for  its  ranfom,  which  the  Kar¬ 
matians  refuted  to  accept.  To  depreciate  the  re¬ 
putation  of  this  (tone,  they  publiflied  that  it  pof- 
feffed  no  virtue  whatever.  The  pious  muffulmen, 
by  way  of  defiance,  advifed  the  purloiners  to 
plunge  it  into  water  ;  when,  to  the  aflonifhment 
of  the  incredulous,  it  fwam.  They  then  returned 
it  to  its  owners.  When  they  facked  the  holy  city, 
a  prince  of  Mecca  was  flain,  and  all  the  decora¬ 
tions  of  the  temple,  and  the  treafures  of  the  place, 
became  the  fpoils  of  the  conquerors. 
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Thefe  misfortunes  which  attacked  religion  were 
imputed  by  the  zealots  to  their  chief.  The  in- 
creafe  of  taxes,  and  the  bad  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  irritated  the  inhabitants  of  Bagdad.  They 
complained  that  the  caliph  never  afted  for  him¬ 
felf;  but  fuffered  his  wives,  and  his  eunuchs  to 
govern  him.  The  armies,  beaten  in  feveral  en¬ 
gagements,  and  their  pay  tmily  fupplied,  mur¬ 
mured  loudly  on  both  accounts,  and  attributed 
their  frequent  defeats,  as  well  as  their  negleCted  ar¬ 
rears,  to  the  emperor’s  inactivity.  From  murmurs 
they  proceeded  to  rebellion,  and  compelled  Munes 
their  general  to  conform  to  their  will,  and  depofe 
the  caliph.  A1  Kaher,  his  brother,  was  elected  in  his 
Read  ;  but  in  the  fpace  of  three  days  the  foldiers,  re¬ 
penting  of  their  precipitation,  recalled  A1  Moktader 
to  the  throne.  He  feemed  to  harbour  no  refent- 
ment  againft  his  brother  ;  but  whether  to  punifh 
an  infurreCtion  to  which  he  was  faid  to  have  excit¬ 
ed,  or  fome  other  caufe,  A1  Kaher  was  thrown  into 
prifon.  In  his  dungeon  he  planned  his  brother’s 
death ;  the  circumftances  of  which  are  remarkable. 
A1  Moktader  was  a  great  lover  of  horfe-racing.  A1 
Kaher  gained  over  an  African,  who  was  an  excellent 
horfeman,  to  prefent  himfelf  as  fuch  to  his  bro¬ 
ther.  He  acquitted  himfelf  with  fo  much  dex¬ 
terity  and  gracefulnefs,  that  the  caliph  made  him 
recommence  feveral  times,  and  ordered  his  guard 
to  retire  to  fome  diftance,  that  he  might  have  a 
better  view  of  him.  At  this  moment  the  African 
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urged  his  horfe  againfl  the  caliph,  and  thruft  a 
javelin  with  fuch  force  into  his  bread,  that  he  in- 
ftantly  fell  dead  from  his  feat.  The  African  rode 
off  full  fpeed  towards  the  prifon  to  liberate  A1  Ka- 
her.  Palling  through  the  market  he  met  an  ,afs 
loaded  with  briars  ;  his  horfe  llarted,  reared,  and 
threw  his  rider  on  one  of  the  lhambles,  where 
he  remained  fufpe  rftled  by  the  chin  on  a  hook. 
His  horfe  efcaped  from  under  him,  and  the  popu¬ 
lace,  who  were  purfuing  him,  finding  him  in  this 
ftate,  took  the  briars  from  off  the  afs,  fet  fire  to 
them,  and  burnt  the  affaffm.  Thus  was  A1  Mok- 
tader’s  murder  punilhed  almoft  as  foon  as  perpe¬ 
trated.  He  was  thirty-eight  years  old,  and  had 
reigned  twenty-five. 

Without  queftioning  the  capacity  of  women  for 
attaining  the  fciences,  we  may  reafonably  be  fur- 
prized  at  finding  a  young  female  of  his  court  con- 
fidered  as  the  oracle  of  juftice.  Her  name  was 

,  Y amek  ;  and  Ihe  poffeffed  fo  profound  a  knowledge 

of  all  the  mahometan  laws,  that  in  moll  civil  and 
criminal  caufes  the  judges  had  recourfe  to  her  fu- 
perior  wifdom. 

AiKaher,  Munes  vrilhed  to  raife  his  ward  Abul  Abbas 

39th  caliph, 

55j.  Moilafi,  the  fon  of  Moktader,  to  the  caliphate  ;  but 
the  partifans  of  A1  Kaher  prevailed.  He  quitted  a 
prifon  for  a  throne  :  from  the  throne,  a  year  af¬ 
ter,  he  returned  to  a  prifon.  At  a  future  period 
he  fupported  a  more  miferable  life,  though  at  li¬ 
berty,  than  he  had  done  in  chains ;  but  unfor- 
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tunately  he  merited  thefe  diftrefimg  viciftitudes. 
As  foon  as  he  became  mailer,  Al  Moktader’s  child¬ 
ren,  his  concubines,  and  domeftics,  were  ordered 
into  his  prefence,  and  put  to  the  torture  to  force 
from  them  a  difcovery  of  the  treafures  his  pre- 
deceffor  had  diftributed  among  them.  He  even 
Ihewed  no  pity  to  his  brother’s  mother,  who  had 
faved  his  life,  by  preventing  the  caliph’s  intention 
of  difpatching  him.  On  the  fimple  fufpicion  that 
Ahmed,  the  fon  of  Moftafi,  meant  to  ufurp  his 
dignity,  the  barbarian  called  him  into  one  of  the 
inmoft  recedes  of  the  palace,  and  had  him  nailed 
to  the  wall  by  the  hands  and  feet ;  then,  being 
always  prefled  for  money,  he  fent  for  Abu-Yahya, 
a  man  of  the  robe,  and  very  rich,  and  commanded 
him  to  count  him  down  a  large  fum.  The  lawyer 
declared  that  it  was  not  in  his  power.  “  Ahmed,” 
faid  the  tyrant,  “  who  is  in  the  next  apartment, 
“  told  me  you  could,  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  you 
“  Ihould.”  Abu-Yahya  went  there  to  explain 
himfelf.  On  entering  the  chamber,  the  appalling 
fpeftacle  that  ftruck  his  fight  chilled  him  with  fear 
and  horror :  he  promifed,  and  gave  all  that  the 
favage  required. 

The  Turkilh  militia,  though  unjuft  to  feveral  of 
his  predeceffors,  whom  they  compelled  to  abdicate, 
performed  an  aft  of  equity  when  they  hurled  him 
from  the  throne.  After  putting- out  his  eyes,  they 
once  more  call  him  into  prifon,  where  he  remain¬ 
ed  twelve  years.  One  of  his  fucceflors  fet  him 
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at  liberty  ;  but  without  bellowing  on  him,  they 
do  not  fay  enough  to  fupport  himfelf  in  any  com¬ 
merce,  but  not  even  fufficient  to  procure  the  ne- 
cefiaries  of  life.  A  cotemporary  hiftorian  has  writ-  * 
ten  that  he  had  feen  him  at  the  door  of  the  grand 
mofque  of  Bagdad,  covered  with  rags,  and  ftr etch¬ 
ing  out  his  hand  to  the  people,  whom  he  addreffed 
in  the  following  terms  ”.  “  Pray  remember  him 
<e  who  was  once  your  caliph,  and  is  now  reduced 
<c  to  alk  alms  of  you.”  He  died,  not  of  vexation 
and  grief,  but  of  illnefs,  in  his  fifty-fifth  year. 

AiRadi,  As  foon  as  A1  Kaher  was  depofed,  A1  Radi,  his 

40th  caliph,  1 

933 ■  nephew,  the  fon  of  A1  Moktader,  was  proclaimed 
caliph.  But  how  much  was  this  dignity  degraded  ! 
how  inconfiderable  was  the  circle  of  its  power, 
compared  to  its  former  grandeur!  Arabian  Irak, 
Perfian  Irak,  Fars,  or  Perfia — properly  fo  called  ; 
the  cities  of  Bafra,  Cuba,  and  Moful — thefe  ancient 
and  important  domains  ;  Egypt,  Syria,  Spain,  the 
muffulman  provinces  in  Sicily  and  Crete,  Georgia, 
Kerman ;  all  thefe  vafi:  and  extenfive  countries  had 
palled  into  the  poffelfion  offovereigns  who,  though 
they  refpedted  the  caliph  of  Bagdad,  allowed  him 
a  degree  of  pre-eminence  rather  in  religious  con¬ 
cerns  than  in  the  political  government.  In  reality, 
Bagdad  and  its  environs  were  all  that  remained  to 
the  caliph  ;  but,  as  if  this  fmall  portion  were  too 
difficult  to  govern,  A1  Radi  inftituted  a  poftfuperior 
to  that  of  vizier,  which  he  named  emir-al-omra ,  that 
k  to  fay,  commandant  of  commandants. 
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Even  during  his  life-time,  his  ambitious  courti¬ 
ers  difputed  this  ftation  with  arms  in  their  hands ; 
and  very  foon  the  only  previleges  the  caliphs  en¬ 
joyed  were,  thofe  of  damping  the  coin  with  their 
name,  performing  public  prayer  in  the  grand 
mofque,  hearing  themfelves  proclaimed  during  di¬ 
vine  fervice,  and  deciding  in  judicial  caufes  when 
they  were  applied  to. 

The  decline  of  this  once  mighty  empire  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  vicious  conduct  of  its  emperors,  the 
Ihortnefs  of  their  reigns,  the  little  regard  paid  to 
the  order  of  fucceffion,  the  power  of  the  military, 
and  the  rebellious  difpofition  of  the  people,  efpe- 
cially  the  inhabitants  of  Bagdad,  who  thought  they 
only  poffeffed  the  right  of  directing  the  machine 
of  government.  As  if  thefe  various  caufes  of  ap¬ 
proaching  deflrudtion  were  infufficient,  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  different  fedts  had  arifen,  all  of  them  fe¬ 
licitous  to  weaken  the  mahometan  faith,  and  the 
# 

refpedt,  one  may  even  fay  adoration,  which  till 
then  had  been  rendered  the  caliphs.  We  have 
obfervCd  in  what  manner,  by  propagating  his 
fchifmatic  dodtrines,  Karmata,  a  fimple  individual, 
whofe  birth  and  fate  are  unknown,  gained  an  ar¬ 
my  of  profelytes  who  (truck  a  fatal  blow  at 
iflamifm  even  in  its  very  fandtuary ;  in  the  reign 
of  A1  Radi,  Shalmageni,  thus  called  from  the  name 
of  his  country,  taught  that  the  divinity  relided  in 
every  creature,  and  that  the  foul  tranfmigrated 
from  one  body  into  another,  during  an  indeter- 
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minate  number  of  ages.  He  difbelieved  the  miff 
fion  of  Mahomet.  Being  cited  before  a  judge, 
he  did  not  infill  on  the  tenets  he  diffeminated, 
a  proof  that  he  was  more  inclined  to  eftablifh  a 
new  religion  than  convinced  himfelf.  He  was  con¬ 
demned  to  fuffer  death,  and  executed  with  great 
folemnity  to  deter  his  followers.  Thefe  dogmas 
{hew  that  the  fyftem  of  Spinofa  is  not  new ;  ail 
that  can  be  allowed  to  the  Jewifh  philofopher  is 
the  honour  of  attempting  to  demonftrate  it.  With 
refpeft  to  the  dodtrine  of  the  metempfychofis,  were 
it  not  folly  to  feek  to  develope  the  caufe  of  the 
happinefs  or  mifery  of  created  beings,  it  would  be 
the  moll  ingenious,  and  the  lead  irrational,  of  all 
heterodoxicai  fyftems. 

A1  Radi  reigned  dependent  on  the  emirs-al-omras, 
not  only  thofe  of  his  own  creating,  but  thofe  who 
forcibly  tore  the  authority  from  his  grafp.  He 
kept  this  lhadow  of  dignity  almolt  feven  years,  and 
died  at  thirty.  Hillorians  defcribe  him  as  poffeffed 
of  goodnefs  and  humanity,  a  take  for  literature, 
particularly  poetry,  which  he  cultivated  with  fuc- 
cefs,  and  even  allow  him  political  talents,  which  the 
fatality  of  events  prevented  him  from  difplaying. 

Henceforth  the  caliphs  of  Bagdad  will  not  oc¬ 
cupy  a  more  exalted  llation  in  hiltory  than  they 
did  in  the  theatre  of  their  wonted  grandeur,  in 
which  reduced  to  fill  the  offices  of  iman,  or  pontiff 
of  the  laws ;  that  is  to  fay,  their  promotions  will 
fupply  the  place  of  dates,  to  which  will  be  referred 
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the  curious  or  interefling  incidents  which  may  be 
offered  to  our  obfervation  in  this  degenerate  em¬ 
pire. 

Though  revolutions  infpire  fears,  they  alfofofter  AiMottak;, 
hope.  A1  Mottaki,  the  fon  of  A1  Moktader,  depriv- 
ed  of  the  throne,  to  which  Munes  endeavoured  to 
raife  him,  after  his  father’s  affafTination,  faw  his 
turn  arrive  after  two  fucceifors  ;  but  what  a  throne 
did  he  pofiefs !  A1  Radi  was  the  laft  mulfulman  em¬ 
peror  who  commanded  the  armies,  adminiflered 
the  finances,  and  who  poflfefied  any  real  authority 
over  the  Arabs.  Thofe  who  followed  had  the  im¬ 
prudence  not  even  to  alfert  an  exclufive  privilege 
to  officiate  in  the  mofque.  This  fundtion,  fo  often 
performed  by  others,  diminiffied  the  veneration  of 
the  people,  efpecially  at  a  time  when  their  chief 
had  committed  the  ftill  greater  imprudence  of  in¬ 
verting  all  the  military  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
emirs.  The  caliphs  ftrangely  deceived  themfelves 
in  fuppofing,  that  becaufe  they  appointed  to  that 
dignity  it  was  in  their  power.  They  depofed 
fome  emirs,  it  is  true,  but  they  were  themfelves 
more  frequently  depofed  by  the  emirs. 

A1  Mottaki  experienced  this  fad  reverfe.  He  dis¬ 
placed  the  emir  of  his  predecelfor,  and  was  him- 
felf  driven  from  his  capital  by  the  one  he  eledted. 
Another,  to  execute  the  plan  he  had  formed,  flat¬ 
tered  him  with  the  hope  of  re-eftabliffiing  him  at 
Bagdad  by  the  aid  of  a  body  of  troops  under  his 
command.  The  caliph,  relying  on  this  promife  of 
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the  emir  Tuzun,  went  to  join  him  in  his  camp. 

As  foon  as  the  emir  perceived  him,  he  quitted  his 
horfe,  walked  by  the  fide  of  his  ftirrup,  proftrated 
himfelf,  and  treated  him  and  his  family  with  every 
mark  of  refped  and  honour.  He  wrote  at  the  fame 
time  to  Bagdad,  defiring  that  A1  Moftacfi,  the  fon  of 
A1  Mottafi,  Ihould  be  fent  to  him.  The  fcene  then 
changed.  The  unfortunate  A1  Mottaki  was  torn 
from  the  throne,  and  the  emir,  not  content  with  this 
ad:  of  injuftice,  added  to  it  the  execrable  one  of  de¬ 
priving  him  of  fight.  He  was  then  left  to  wander 
a  moll  wretched  mendicant,  in  the  tattered  garb 
of  poverty,  and  wooden  Ihoes,  the  only  covering 
for  his  feet.  He  dragged  on  a  miferable  exillence 
in  this  degraded  Rate  to  the  age  of  lixty  years,  of  „ 
which  he  had  reigned  four. 

During  his  Ihort  pontificate,  two  feds  arofe, 
very  violent  antagonills,  and  rancorous  enemies 
to  each  other.  Their  difputes  were  on  an  incom- 
prehenfible  fubjed,  which  has  afforded  matter  for 
extremely  vehement  difputations.  The  point  in  con- 
tefb  was,  whether  God  governs  all  things  by  general, 
or  by  partial  laws ;  whether  his  orders  always  are 
bell  and  moll  expedient ;  or  whether  he  has  thrown 
promifcuoully  a  portion  of  good  and  ill  into  the  lot 
of  every  mortal,  not  according  to  his  merit,  but  the 
univerfal  law ;  confequently,  whether  predellination 
be  abfolute,  or  relative.  Al-Alhari  fupported  the 
former  fyllem  againlt  Jobbais,  who  had  been  his 
mailer ;  and  to  prove  the  governance  of  God  by 
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a  general  providence,  he  maintained  the  injuftice 
of  a  partial  Providence.  He  propofed  his  argu¬ 
ment  in  the  following  queftion  :  <c  What  do  yqu 
C(  think  would  be  the  fate  of  three  brothers,  one 
“  of  whom  lived  in  the  obfervance  of  God’s  com- 
<{  mandments;  the  other  in  open  defiance  of  them ; 
“  and  the  third  died  in  infancy  ?”  Jobbais  re¬ 
plied,  “  The  fir  ft  would  be  recompenfed  in  hea- 
“  ven,  the  fecond  punilhed  in  hell,  and  the  third 
“  neither  punilhed  nor  rewarded.”  “  Then,”  an- 
fwered  Al-Afhari,  “  might  not  the  third  fay:  Lord, 
iC  had  you  granted  me  a  longer  life,  I  alfo  might 
“  have  entered,  with  my  dear  brother,  into  the 
“  dwellings  of  the  bleffed,  and  my  lot  would  have 
“  been  more  happy  ?”  “  That  is  true,”  returned 

Jobbais,  “  but  God  would  anfwer,  I  knew  that 
you  would  become  wicked  had  your  life  been 
“  prolonged,  and  that  you  -would  have  been  caft 
“  into  hell.”  ‘c  In  that  cafe  the  fecond  might 
“  rejoin:  Why,  Lord,  did  you  not  remove  me 
“  alfo  in  my  childhood  ?  I  fhould  not  then  have 
“  merited  the  punifhment  of  my  fins,  nor  be  caft 
“  into  hell.”  Hence  Al-Afhari  inferred  that  God 
muft  have  been  capable  of  premeditated  injuftice 
and  cruelty,  in  fuffering  the  fecond  brother  to  be¬ 
come  rebellious  and  punifhable.  To  obviate,  there¬ 
fore,  this  charge  of  injuftice  and  cruelty,  he  held  that 
God  does  not  fix  the  deftiny  of  individuals  ;  but 
abandons  them  to  the  influence  of  general  laws. 
But  as  it  would  be  of  greater  advantage  to  the 
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human  race  that  the  Deity  lhould  have  anni¬ 
hilated  evil,  and  predeftinated  every  one  to  hap- 
pinefs,  it  follows  that  God  does  not  do  always 
what  is  bell ;  and  that  he  has  not  created  the  bell 
of  all  poffible  worlds.  Thus  we  fee,  the  dogma 
of  optimifm  is  not  new,  and  the  Janfenifts  and 
Molinifts  will  be  furprized,  perhaps,  at  finding  their 
abfolute  decrees,  and  their  fcientia  media ,  already 
known  among  the  Arabs. 

ai  MoftacG  A1  Mottaki  was  fucceeded  by  A1  Moftacfi,  the  foil 

4^2  caliph,  0p  Mottafi.  One  of  his  wives,  named  Alan,  bv 
her  cabals,  favoured  his  elevation  to  the  throne ;  and 
the  fame  intriguer,  either  from  refentment  or  ac¬ 
cident,  contributed  to  his  degradation.  They  were 
both  punifhed  by  the  emir,  their  accomplice,  for 
the  injuftice  Al  Mottaki  had  endured.  A  year  after, 
Al  Moflacfi  was  deprived  of  fight  at  the  age  of  forty-  • 
one.  Alan  was  alfo  feized  by  the  confpirators, 
who  cut  out  her  tongue. 

A!  Moti,  The  defendants  of  Al  Moktader,  after  two  in- 

4.3d  caliph,  ternie(jjate  fucceffions,  once  more  appeared  on  the 
throne  of  the  caliphs,  in  the  perfon  of  Al  Moti,  his 
fon.  The  father  was  fovereign  of  Bagdad  and 
its  environs.  Al  Moti  was  confined  to  a  part  of  the 
city,  and  his  whole  adminiflrative  and  diplomatic 
corps  confifted  of  one  fecretary.  Peace  and  war, 
however,  were  carried  on  in  his  name,  whether 
foreign  or  domeftic  ;  with  the  Greeks  or  the  Kar- 
matians ;  but  though  in  his  name  he  had  no  call¬ 
ing  voice. 
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The  very  exigence  of  this  court  depending  on 
the  pious  veneration  of  the  people,  made  the  per- 
fons  who  compofed  it  fcrupuloufly  attentive  and 
punctual  in  the  difcharge  of  all  the  mahometan 
rites.  It  was  alfo  the  centre  of  literary  contro- 
verfy  ;  but  the  real  fciences  being  but  poorly  re- 
compenfed  by  caliphs  no  longer  opulent,  under 
Moti,  quitted  Bagdad  for  Aleppo,  where  they  were 
honourably  received  and  protefted  by  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  and  generous  prince,  named  Abul  Azan.  He 
was  illuftrious  for  his  greatnefs  of  foul,  his  valour, 
his  erudition,  his  love  of  juftice,  and  his  drift  ob- 
fervance  of  all  religious  duties.  His  palace  was 
the  abode  of  poets  and  philofophers,  of  whom  none 
on  their  departure  had  caufe  to  complain  of  his 
want  of  liberality  or  unkindnefs.  He  reigned  as 
fovereign  prince  over  this  divifion  of  the  ancient 
empire,  which  he  had  converted  into  a  flourifhing 
date.  While  the  wretched  caliph  was  deprived 
even  of  neceffaries  by  the  rapacity  of  his  emir, 
the  latter  abandoned  himfelf  to  pleafure,  and  the 
indulgence  of  every  extravagance,  infolently  de¬ 
pending  on  his  mader’s  oeconomy  as  his  means 
of  fupporting  them.  On  an  occadon  when  the 
finances  were  infufficient  to  pay  the  arrears  of  the 
militia,  he  demanded  the  fum  from  the  pontiff, 
who  in  reply  urged  the  impodibility  of  fatisfy- 
ing  his  demands :  “You  had  better  acquiefce 
“  with  a  good  grace,”  faid  the  emir,  “  than  wait 
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A1  Tay, 
44th  caliph, 
973* 


u  till  you  are  forced.”  This  menace  fo  terrified 
the  prince,  that  he  even  fold  the  furniture  of  his 
palace,  and  remitted  the  money  to  the  emir,  who 
in  a  fhort  time  difiipated  the  whole.  Al  Moti  filled 
the  throne  twenty-nine  years  in  this  ftate  of  abject 
dependence.  He  abdicated  at  the  age  of  fixty- 
three,  and  died  about  two  months  after. 

Al  Moti  poffelfed  only  the  virtues  of  a  private 
perfon,  and  tranfmitted  no  other  to  his  ion,  who  re- 
lembled  him  likewife  in  his  oeconomical  propenfity ; 
but  which  was  not  of  more  utility  to  him  than 
it  had  been  to  his  father.  It  appeared  as  if  the  ca¬ 
liphs  amaffed  wealth  for  the  emirs  to  lavilh.  At 
the  termination  of  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
the  emir  fufpedting  that  the  caliph  in  this  time 
had  filled  his  coffers,  and  that  the  fum  mull  be 
confiderable,  afked  that  prince’s  permiffion  to  pay 
him  a  vifit  in  his  palace.  Al  Tay,  without  mifirufl, 
admitted  him,  and  even  prepared  abanquet  for  his  re¬ 
ception.  The  emir  arrived,  proftrated  himfelf  before 
the  commander  of  the  true  believers,  and  took  his 
place  on  the  feat  allotted  him.  During  this  ceremony 
a  number  of  foldiers  entered,  under  the  pretext  of 
accompanying  the  emir.  They  foon  overpowered 
the  attendants,  dragged  the  caliph  from  the  throne, 
rolled  him  up  in  a  carpet,  and  carried  him  to  a 
diftance  from  the  palace,  where  they  compelled 
him  to  abdicate.  He  lived  twelve  years  after  that 
event,  and  died  at  the  age  of  feventy-three. 
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Though  the  throne  had  fuffered  fuch  degrada-  ai  Kader, 
tion,  ftill  it  occupied  the  thoughts  of  thofe  who  had  ph> 
any  pretenfions  to  it,  and  appeared  to  them  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  defire.  The  courier  who  was  commiflioned 
to  inform  Al  Tay’s  fucceffor  of  his  eledion,  found 
him  relating  to  his  friends  a  dream  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  night,  which  predicted  his  future  greatnefs. 

His  name  was  Al  Kader,  he  was  the  grandfon  of  Al 
Moktader,  to  whofe  family  the  caliphate  returned. 

Was  it  from  flexibility  of  character,  the  habit  of 
yielding  to  circumftances,  from  being  neither  too 
much  elated  by  profperity,  nor  two  fenfibly  affed-- 
ed  by  adverfity,  that  he  was  enabled  to  extend  his 
political  career  to  forty-three  years,  and  to  pro¬ 
long  his  life  to  eighty-fix  ?  The  hiftciry  of  his 
reign  is  filled  with  the  actions  of  others.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  feled  the  fads  with  great  difcernment ; 
for  an  hiflorian  of  the  prefent  day,  turning  over 
the  leaves  of  a  volume  of  their  annals,  on  being 
afked  what  he  was  doing,  candidly  replied,  “  I 
“  am  compiling  of  falfehcods  and  trifles.” 

An  author  has  ennobled  the  word  trifle,  by  add¬ 
ing  to  it  the  epithet  moral ;  to  this  clafs  may  be 
admitted  the  laconic  reflexion  of  Al  Aziz,  caliph  of 
Egypt.  A  fatirical  poet  had  written  fome  fevere 
verfes  againfl  his  vizier,  in  which  the  fovereign  was 
not  fpared.  The  minifler  complained  to  the  ca¬ 
liph,  and  entreated  him  to  punifh  the  author. 

Aziz  replied  :  “  As  I  fhare  the  infult  with  you,  I 
“  wifh  you  to  fhare  with  me  the  merit  of  par- 
vol.  v.  K 
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“  cloning  the  offence.5’  The  contrail:  of  this 
language  of  clemency  is  to  be  found  in  a  procla¬ 
mation,  a  fort  of  manifefto,  of  Kaaer’s  againfl  the 
caliphs  of  Egypt  It  breathed  all  the  rancour  of 
theological  animofity.  44  The  man  who  has  ufurp- 
ed  the  throne,’’  faid  he,  44  is  fprung  up  like  a 
44  mufhroom  from  his  original  nothingnefs,  upon 
44  whom  may  God  pour  down  all  his  wrath  and  in- 
44  dignation-— a  fon  of  Said’s,  on  whom  God  never 
44  bellowed  any  inheritance;  the  defcendant  of  an- 
44  ceftors  that  were  the  fcum  of  the  human  race, 
44  the  feourge  of  fociety,  the  difgrace  of  humanity, 
44  wretches  and  impoftors !  May  the  eternal  male- 
44  diftion  of  God  light  on  thefe  outcafls,  thefe 
44  rebels  l  May  they  be  for  ever  execrated  by  all 
66  true  lovers  of  virtue!’” 

During  the  reign  of  Al.  Kader,  Kabus  king  of 
Mazanderan  was  dethroned  by  his  Subjects,  who 
accufed  him  of  too  great  feverity.  44  It  is  a  falfe 
44  pretext,”  replied  he  ;  44  I  am  reduced  to  this  un- 
44  fortunate  iituation  only  becaufe  of  my  lenity  to 
44  five  or  fix  of  you  whofe  blood  i  Ihould  have 
44  Hied.”  The  infurgents  fent  for  his  fon,  whom 
they  compelled  to  accept  the  fceptre,  threatening,  if 
he  perfilled  in  his  refufal,  to  give  it  to  a  ftranger. 

As  foon  as  he  was  inaugurated  he  went  in  fearch 

'  \ 

of  his  father,  threw  hirnfelf  at  his  feet,  offered  to 
re-inftate  him.,  and  to  march  againfl  the  rebels. 
Kabus,  who:  had  retired  to  a  diftant  caflle,  charm¬ 
ed  to  find  his  fon  poffeffed  of  fuch  filial  fentiments. 
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anfwered  him :  <c  In  this  plade  I  mean  to  end  my 
“  exploits  and  pay  life.  Do  you  enjoy  my  au- 
“  thori.ty  •,  I  give  it  to  you.”  In  this  retreat  his 
days  rolled  ferenely  on,  and  he  tailed  the  pure  and 
tranquil  pleafures  which  the  fciences  bellow  on 
thofe  who  feel  their  value.  But  his  enemies  be¬ 
lieving  it  impoffible  that  he  could  ever  pardon  the 
wrongs  they  had  done  him,  put  a  period  to  his  life 
by  poifon. 

The  caufe  of  the  antipathy  of  Hakem,  the  caliph 
of  Egypt,  to  women  is  unknown  ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  punifhed  them  with  a  moll  allonilhing 
degree  of  feverity,  prohibiting  them  to  quit 
their  houfes,  or  even  walk  on  the  terraces.  To 
put  it  beyond  their  power  to  difobey  him,  and 
effectually  to  prevent  their  appearing  in  the  llreets 
of  public  places,  he  prohibited  any  fhoes  being  made 
to  fuit  them,  and  Ihut  up  the  markets  left  they 
Ihould  be  obliged  to  attend  them.  Men  carried 
their  merchandize  through  the  llreets,  and  the 
women  made  their  purchafes  without  leaving  the 
door,  or  death  was  the  confequence  of  the  tranf- 
greflion.  It  was  but  juft  that  this  tyranny  Ihould 
be  punifhed  by  a  woman.  Hakem  was  murdered 
at  the  mitigation  of  his  filler,  and  that  no  one 
might  fufpeCt  her  as  an  accomplice,  Ihe  ftabbed  the 
affaffms  with  her  own  hand. 

Mahmud  Gazni,  from  fimple  governor  of  Kho-i 
rafan,  became  in  the  caliphate  of  Kader  a  mighty 
prince,  and  an  iiluftrious  conqueror.  He  fubdued 
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a  part  of  India,  and  in  one  of  thefe  countries  found 
a  temple,  whofe  idol,  compofed  of  one  folid  flone, 
meafured  fifty  cubits  in  height.  He  deftroyed  it, 
immolated  fifty  thoufand  of  its  worfhippers,  and 
defpoiled  the  temple  of  twelve  columns  of  maflive 
gold,  covered  with  rubies,  and  a  variety  of  other 
precious  flones.  The  gigantic  monuments  ftill 
feen  there,  prove  that  in  this  fort  of  workmanfhip 
India  was  not  inferior  to  Egypt.  The  riches  which 
Mahmud  obtained  from  the  treafure  of  one  Indian 
king  only  renders  probable  the  accounts  we 
read  of  the  golden  pillars.  Millions  in  gold  and 
filver,  diamonds  in  aftonifhing  profufion,  magnifi¬ 
cent  furniture,  brocades  of  ineftimable  value — all 
became  the  fpoil  of  the  Perfian,  without  his  ftrik- 
ing  a  blow ;  as  did  likewife  the  crown  of  the  Indian, 
who  vainly  flattered  himfelf  that  his  making  no 
refiftance  would  entitle  him,  not  only  to  indulg¬ 
ence,  but  to  the  refloration  of  his  throne.  Mah¬ 
mud  cruelly  undeceived  him,  and  taught  him  a 
leflfon  which  fhould  ferve  as  a  warning  to  princes, 
who,  influenced  by  fuch  a  hope,  fhould  be  tempted 
to  truft  to  the  moderation  of  their  enemies.  He 
thus  addreffed  the  feeble  monarch  :  “  Have  you 
“  read  hiftory?  Can  you  play  at  chefs?”  u  Yes,” 
replied  he.  “  Well,”-  refumed  Mahmud,  “  did 
<c  you  ever  find  two  kings  reigning  together  in 
i(  the  fame  nation  ;  or  at  chefs,  two  kings  occu- 
£e  pying  the  fame  field  ?  Why  then  were  you, 
“  who  had  the  means  of  defence,  fo  impru- 
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44  dent  as  to  fuffer  me  to  become  matter  of  your 
44  perfon  and  your  domain  ?”  lie  fent  him  into 
Perfia,  to  Gazna  his  capital,  where  he  permitted 
him  to  live,  probably  becaufe  his  death  was  of  no 
utility.  This  fhould  be  duly  weighed  by  all  thofe 
whom  fate  reduces  to  the  cruel  alternative  of  brav¬ 
ing  death  on  the  defenfive,  or  enduring  it  inglori- 
oufly  by  fubmitting  to  the  foe. 

A  poor  man  complained  to  Mahmud  of  one  of 
his  foldiers  having  forcibly  entered  his  houfe  in 
the  night,  and  obliged  him  to  quit  it,  with  his  wife 
and  children.  44  If  he  fhould  return,”  faid  the 
prince,  44  let  me  know.”  The  foldier  did  return, 
and  the  poor  man  haftened  to  inform  the  fultan, 
who  went  with  him  to  his  dwelling,  ordered  the 
lights  to  be  extinguifhed,  and  cut  the  intruder  in 
pieces.  Then  commanding  the  flambeaux  to  be 
lighted,  he  gazed  earneftly  on  the  face  of  him 
he  had  put  to  death,  proftrated  himfelf,  offered  up 
a  prayer  of  thankfgiving  .to  God,  and  afked  for 
fome  refrefhment.  Barley  bread  and  four  wine 
were  all  there  was  to  fet  before  him,  and  with  a 
contented  and  cheerful  air  he  ate  and  drank  of  thefe 
with  an  appetite.  His  hoft  begged  to  know  why 
the  lights  had  been  extinguifhed,  and  how  he  could 
be  fatisfied  with  fuch  coarfe  fare.  Mahmud  re¬ 
plied  :  44  Ever  fince  your  complaint  my  mind  has 
44  been  harafled  with  the  thought  that  none  but 
44  one  of  my  own  fons  would  have  dared  to  com- 
44  mit  fuch  an  aft  of  audacity.  I  had  refolved  to 
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“  (hew  him  no  lenity,  and  commanded  the  lights 
to  be  put  out  that  his  fight  might  not  affect 

“  me  ;  but  on  feeing  that  the  criminal  was  not 

>  - 

<c  my  fon,  I  returned  thanks  to  the  Almighty.  In 
“  fhort,  my  being  content  with  the  food  you 
<c  placed  before  me  is  net  furprizing,  for  the 
“  anxiety  I  have  fuffered  thefe  three  days  for  the 
“  injury  done  you,  deprived  me  both  of  appetite 
and  reft.”  This  prince,  who  was  extremely 
ugly,  grieved  at  his  want  of  perfonal  beauty  left 
it  fhould  diminifh  the  efteem  and  affection  of  his 
fubjedts.  A  poet  faid  to  him  once  on  that  oc- 
cafion  :  “  If  your  morals  are  never  more  deform- 
6i  ed  than  your  features,  no  one  will  have  reafon 
“  to  complain.”  From  this  phyfical  defect  he 
deduced  a  moral  reflexion,  well  deferving  the  at¬ 
tention  of  even  thofe  who  do  not  think  themfelves 
homely.  Like  Mahmud,  as  they  look  in  a  glafs, 
they  fhould  fay  :  “  I  obferve  fo  many  faults  in  my- 
“  felf  that  I  can  eafily  forget  thofe  of  others.” 
Some  time  before  his  death  he  fixed  his  refidence 
in  India,  where  he  zealoufly  propagated  the  ma- 
hometan  faith. 

A1  Kayem  peaceably  took  poffefiion  of  his  father’s 
throne.  A  reign  of  forty-four  years  ferves  but 
to  comprize  feats  of  arms,  victories,  and  rebellions 
in  which  he  was  fcarcely  concerned.  We  can  only 
c  1  v-.  ce  that  one  of  the  latter  drove  him  from 
.  one,  to  which  his  repenting  fubjedts  fhortly 
a:  recalled  him.  It  is  pleafimg  to  believe  that 
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he  owed  his  re-inftatethent  to  his  virtues  ;  for  he 
was  learned,  mild,  patient,  popular,  juft,  fearing 
God,  competent  to  (late  affairs,  and  capable  of 
giving  excellent  counfel.  His  enemies  liftened  to 
his  advice,  and  his  influence  preferved  peace  in 
his  reduced  dominions.  The  Seljuk  Turks,  af¬ 
terwards  fo  renowned  for  their  military  exploits, 
firft  appeared  during  his  reign.  Between  the  fuc* 
cefsful  and  unfortunate  events  -of  that  period,  we 
may  place  the  compofition  of  a  variety  of  books 
written  on  the  fubjed  of  medicine,  and  the  very 
high  refpect  paid  at  the  mahorrietan  courts  to  the 
profeffion  of  that  fcience.  The  celebrated  Avicenna 
flourifhed  about  this  time.  He  was  both  a  phy- 
fician  and  a  poet.  Afhrology  was  the  only  talent 
wanted  to  have  perfected  him  for  the  frietid  of 
the  great.  This  phyfician  was  afflicted  with  ill 
health,  and  it  is  faid  that  he  was  not  more  vain  in 
regard  of  his  morals,  though  he  wrote  treatifes 
to  prevent  the  former  and  regulate  the  latter.  His 
epitaph,  written  by  a  fatirical  poet,  imported  ;  that 
his  fcientific  and  philofophic  works  had  not  taught 
him  morality,  nor  his  medicinal  the  art  of  pre- 
ferving  his  health. 

A1  Kayem  died  at  feventy-fix,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon  A1  Moktadi,  who  was  only  eighteen.  He 
has  the  charader  of  a  brave  and  magnardmous 
prince,  extremely  well  verfed  ir  all  the  cuftoms 
and  rites  of  mahometifm,  and  much  ref  etc  by 
his  fubjeds.  This  caliph,  inflead  of  an  emir,  was 
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obliged  to  fuffer.  a  king,  or  fultan  in  Bagdad,  in¬ 
verted  by  him  with  the  authority:  it  was  only  chang¬ 
ing  the  name  of  his  ruler.  A1  Moktadi  was  very 
charitable,  and  attached  to  perfons  of  merit  and 
learning.  His  intimate  knowledge  of  the  laws  en¬ 
abled  him  to  reform  many  abufes  during  a  reign 
of  nineteen  years.  This  caliph’s  court  was  not 
necefiitated,  like  that  of  his  predeceffor’s,  to  obferve 
the  rigid  rules  of  economy.  The  feftivals  given  in 
confequence  of  his  marriage  are  defcribed  as  fur- 
palling  in  point  of  magnificencewhatever  of  the  fort 
had  been  feen  before.  Eighty  thoufand  pounds 
of  fugar  they  mention  to  have  been  confumed  in 
the  defert  alone,  and  all  the  reft  was  in  propor¬ 
tion.  A1  Moktadi  died  fuddenly  at  the  age  of 
thirty-nine. 

His  fon  A1  Moftadher  was  immediately  proclaim¬ 
ed  caliph,  but  could  not  alfume  the  authority  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  Barkiarok  the  emir.  Icing,  or  1 
fultan,  for  he  bore  all  thefe  titles.  He  inaugurated 
the  caliph,  who  reciprocally  invefted  him  with  the 
power,  gave  him  the  appellation  of  the  column  or 
fupport  of  religion,  and  commanded  that  prayers 
fhould  be  offered  up  for  him  in  the  mofque.  It 
fnould  feem  that  thefe  nominal  prayers  were  a 
fort  of  confecration  which,  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  rendered  the  authority  of  the  chiefs  of  the  police 
and  the  armies  lawful.  The  caliph  of  Bagdad  was 
the  difpenfer  of  this  favour,  which  was  folicited  by 
the  fovejreigns  of  Damafcus,  Aleppo,  Antioch,  and 
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even  by  thofe  of  Egypt  and  Perfia.  They  all  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  caliph,  but  ftill  they  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  pre-eminence  of  the  throne  of  Bagdad. 

To  his  arbitration  was  referred  treaties  between 
rival  princes ;  their  agreements  paffed  in  his  pre¬ 
fence,  to  which  he  gave  his  fandlion.  Without: 
doubt  fome  compenfation  was  made  hini'  for  his 
trouble,  and  that  perhaps  might  conftitute  one  of 
the  principal  fources  of  his  revenue.  It  appears 
that  the  quality  moft  defirable  in  him  was  that  of  a 
conciliator,  well  acquainted  with  the  laws,  and  the 
friend  of  peace.  It  certainly  were  to  be  wifhed 
alfo  that  his  manners  fhould  be  gentle  and  per- 
fuafive,  and  his  morals  irreproachable,  that  the 
public  efteem  might  give  weight  to  his  decifions. 

Thefe  virtues  were  Moftadi’s,  and  they  added 
luftre  to  the  throne  of  the  caliphs  during  a  reign 
of  twenty-five  years.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two. 

His  fon  A1  Moftarfhed  in  fome  degree  revived  the  ai  Maftar. 
ancient  fplendour  of  the  caliphate.  He  would  not 
fuffer  any  di&ator  ;  but  a£ted  for  himfelf.  He 
had  recource  to  no  foreign  aid  to  fubdue  his  brother 
Hafan,  who  afpired  to  his  dignity  ;  but  gave  him 
battle,  defeated  his  troops,  took  him  prifoner, 
and  pardoned  him.  A  caliph  of  Bagdad  was 
now  feen  at  the  head  of  his  armies,  not  only  exer- 
cifing  an  independent  authority  in  the  city  ;  but 
attempting  to  extend  it  once  more  over  princes 
who  imagined  that  deference  was  all  they  owed 
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him.  He  had  the  temerity  to  deprive  Mafud,  a 
Seljuk  prince,  of  public  prayers,  which  was  in  a 
manner  depofmg  him,  and  to  fupport  the  fentence 
by  arms.  It  is  true  he  was  defeated,  but  not  till 
after  feveral  vi&ories,  which  have  gained  him  the 
reputation  of  a  warlike  chief.  Even  though  de¬ 
graded,  and  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
he  Hill  forced  them  to  refpedt  him.  Mafud  at 
length  confented  to  treat,  but  only  with  a  view  of 
covering  the  defign  he  meditated,  Moflarfhed  was 
found  murdered  in  his  tent  while  under  the  fafe- 
guard  of  Mafud,  who  appears  to  have  taken  no 
meafures  for  the  difcovery  or  punilhment  of  the 
affaffins.  This  caliph  at  his  death  was  forty-four 
years  old,  and  had  re’gned  feventeen.  He  is  faid 
to  have  poffeffed  the  rare  talent  of  expreffing  much 
in  a  few  words. 

AiRafhed,  Mafud  permitted  A1  Ralhed  to  fill  the  throne  of 

1134^* ph’  Moftarfhed  ;  but  apprehending  that  the  young 
prince  would  revenge  his  father’s  murder,  he 
obliged  him  to  fign  a  deed  to  the  following  pur¬ 
port  :  “  If  ever  1  raife  troops — if  I  quit  Bagdad— 
“  if  I  put  to  death  any  perfon  attached  to  fultan 
“  Mafud,  I  {hall  have  depofed  myfelf.”  The  ex¬ 
pelled  event  foon  occurred.  Mafud  demanded  a 
fum  of  money  which  he  infilled  the  caliph  had 
promifed  him  ;  to  which  the  latter  refufed  com¬ 
pliance,  and  recalled  the  troops  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  provinces  to  his  afliftance.  Mafud  be- 
lieged  dun  in  his  capital:  diffenfions  arofe  between 
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the  allies,  and  the  pontiff,  extremely  preffed  by  the 
enemy,  conlidered  himfeif  as  fortunate  in  fecuring 
his  fafety  by  flight.  Mafud  entered  Bagdad,  alfem- 
bled  the  judges  and  doftors  of  the  law,  and  fhewed 
them  the  writing  by  which  A1  Rallied  had  depofed 
himfeif.  Who  had  been  the  aggreflbr,  or  whether 
Mafud  had  not  given  the  pontiff  provocation,  was 
not  the  fubject  of  enquiry.  Mafud  was  the  ftrong- 
eft  :  and  Ralhed  was  depofed  by  unanimous  con- 
fent,  after  reigning  but  one  year. 

The  fame  aflembly  proclaimed  Al  Moktafi,  uncle  ai  Moktafi, 

*  *  51ft  caliph, 

to  the  depofed  prince.  As  he  owed  his  elevation  1133. 
to  Mafud,  he  buffered  him  to  remain  foie  mailer, 
and  took  no  active  part  in  the  government  during 
the  fultan’s  life  ;  but  after  his  death  he  alfumed 
the  reins  of  authority,  not  only  in  Bagdad,  but  a 
confiderable  extent  of  Perfia  and  Arabia,  which 
had  been  fubjedt  to  Mafud.  His  reign,  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  was  glorious  and  fuccefsful.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  fixty-fix,  univerfally  elteemed 
and  regretted. 

Several  years  prior  to  his  demife,  Al  Moktafi  had  AJ 
declared  his  fon  Al  Moflaujed  caliph,  who  immedi-  Il6°- 
ately  mounted  the  throne,  and  governed  peaceably 
during  eleven  years.  His  was  the  reign  of  jultice, 
which  the  following  anecdote  will  prove.  A  man 
being  convicted  of  calumny,  was  fent  by  him  to 
prifon.  One  of  his  nobles  offered  to  give  him 
two  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  coin  for  his  releafe  ; 
to  which  the  caliph  replied,  “  Put  another  man 
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<s  guilty  of  the  fame  crime  in  my  power,  and  I  will 
“  give  you  ten  thoufand,  for  I  am  extremely  anxi- 
“  ous  to  clear  my  dominions  of  thefe  pefts  of  fo- 
<c  ciety.”  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-fix  ;  mur¬ 
dered,  it  is  fufpedled,  by  his  chamberlain,  who 
dreaded  the  effects  of  his  fevere  juftice. 

The  fucceeding  day  A1  Moftadi,  the  fon  of  Mof- 
taunjed,  was  proclaimed,  and  acknowledged  by  the 
officers  of  the  palace,  and  the  chief  nobles  of  the 
court,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  people,  who  were  no 
ftrangers  to  his  many  virtues.  Nor  were  their  ex¬ 
pectations  difappointed  5  for,  like  his  father,  he  was 
eminent  for  his  love  of  juftice,  and  in  his  un¬ 
bounded  charity  even  furpaffed  him.  In  his  per- 
fon  were  re-united  the  -legitimate  power  of  the 
muffuhnan  fovereign  pontiff,  by  the  abolition  of 
the  caliphate  of  the  Fatamite  caliphs  in  Egypt. 
He  had  no  concern  in  this  revolution,  which  was 
effected  by  the  conflicts  between  the  nobles,  who 
afpiring  to  the  fovereignty,  endeavoured  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  right  to  it  in  the  fight  of  the  people.  By 
refuting  the  inveftiture  of  the  caliph  of  Bagdad, 
they  themfelves  ceafed  to  be  caliphs.  Such  was  the 
famous  Saladin,  who  was  cotemporary  with  A1 
Moftadi.  Many  other  chiefs  of  tribes,  generals 
of  armies,  warriors,  and  conquerors,  flourifhed 
alfo  in  his  reign. 

He  extricated  himfelf  with  fmgular  add'refs  from 
a  dangerous  fedition,  excited  by  Kimar  his  general, 
who  hated  the  vizier,  and  had  determined  to  put 
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him  to  death.  On  arriving  at  his  houfe,  which 
he  immediately  inverted  by  the  troops  under  his 
command,  he  found  that  thevizier  had  efcaped,  and 
taken  refuge  in  the  caliph’s  palace.  Kimar  per- 
firting  in  his  intention,  led  on  his  forces  towards 
the  imperial  rertdence,  attended  by  a  great  con- 
courfe  of  the  populace.  A1  Moftadi  appeared  on 
the  balcony,  and  addrefling  the  multitude,  faid  : 

“  You  witnefs  the  audacity  of  Kimar,  who  has 
“  even  the  temerity  to  brave  me  in  my  palace. 

“  As  a  punilhment  for  his  offence,  I  give  you  all 
“  his  treafures.”  The  croud  hearing  that  plunder 
was  permitted  them,  turned  eagerly  towards 
Kimar’s  houfe,  followed  by  the  foldiery,  who  haf- 
tened  to  defend  it.  By  this  expedient  the  infur- 
redtion  was  quelled,  and  the  life  of  the  vizier  faved. 

A1  Moftadi  was  thirty  years  old  at  his  death,  and 
had  reigned  ten. 

A1  Nafer,  the  fon  of  A1  Moftadi,  was  elected  to  A1  Nafer. 

54th  calipjj 

his  father’s  dignity  by  the  care  of  the  vizier,  who  11  So- 
prevailed  on  the  nobility,  and  the  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Bagdad,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance ; 
but  the  influence  of  the  minifter  did  not  extend  to 
the  commonalty.  This  vizier  governed  with  wif- 
dom,  and  was  eminent  for  his  probity,  temperance, 
and  virtue  :  never  had  he  injured  any  individual 
either  in  fortune  or  reputation  5  but  notwithftanding, 
without  any  known  reafon,  he  fell  a  vidtim  to  the 
fury  of  the  populace,  who  murdered  him,  and  ig- 
nominioufly  dragged  his  bleeding  corpfe  through 
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the  public  ftreets.  The  young  caliph  wanted  his 
father’s  firmnefs  and  vigour  of  mind  to  oppofe 
this  act  of  violence ;  befides,  he  appears  to  have 
been  one  of  thofe  characters  who  make  every  fa- 
crifice  to  their  own  tranquillity.  His  reign  is  the 
date  of  the  exploits  of  Saladin,  of  the  molt  en- 
thufiaftic  war  which  diflinguilhed  the  crufades, 
and  of  the  irruptions  of  the  moguls  into  the  muf- 
fulman  dominions,  which  prepared  the  way  for  the 
conquefts  of  the  renowned  Jenghis  Khan  ;  but  all 
thefe  combined  events  had  no  power  to  roufe  him 
for  a  moment  from  his  beloved  repofe.  He  amaff- 
ed  riches,  which  he  expended  in  his  pleafures,  and 
alfo  on  forne  ufeful  eftablifhments,  but  learning 
was  little  efleemed  by  him,  and  its  poffeffors  fhared 
no  part  of  his  donations.  In  this  Rate  of  apathy 
he  vegetated  feventy  years,  of  which  he  reigned 
forty-feven.  Although  this  indolent  fupinenefs  is 
unfavourable  to  a  monarch’s  glory,  yet  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is  preferable  to  the  oftentatious  fucceffes  of 
ambition,  in  general  too  dearly  bought  by  the  na¬ 
tions  who  covet  them. 

The  old  caliph,  extremely  jealous  of  his  autho¬ 
rity,  after  having  divided  it  with  his  fon  A1  Dhaher, 
began  to  think  him  too  daring,  and  judging  alfo 
that  he  might  be  enterprizing,  threw  him  into  pri- 
fon.  There  he  remained  till  his  father’s  death. 
When,  at  the  age  of  fifty,  in  exchange  for  the 
chains  which  till  then  had  loaded  his  hands,  the 
fceptre  was  put  into  them,  he  exclaimed, ;  “  Alas ! 
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“  it  is  too  late  4  to  open  £hop  towards  night  S’  ” 

His  generofity,  his  juftice,  and  the  beneficence  of 
his  whole  conduct,  caufed  his  fubjeds  a  fincere  re¬ 
gret  that  it  was  not  opened  earlier,  efpecially  when 
a  fudden  death  clofed  it  for  ever,  in  about  nine 
months. 

Al  Moftanfer,  the  fon  of  A1  Dhaher,  very  unlike  ai  m oftan- 

J  fer,  56th  ca- 

his  grand-father  Nafer,  demonftrated  the  greateft  nPh,  ia26. 
efteem  and  confideration  for  the  profeffors  of  learn¬ 
ing.  He  founded  a  college,  fuperior  to  any  build¬ 
ing  of  the  kind  throughout  the  muffulman  empire, 
both  for  the  beauty  and  extent  of  the  edifice,  and 
its  revenues.  He  inftituted  four  profefforfhips,  one 
for  each  orthodox  fed  of  mahometans.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  pupils  were  regularly  taught,  fed,  and  clothed ; 
and  there  were  likewife  a  phyfician  and  apothecary 
at  a  fixed  falary.  By  means  of  a  gallery  commu¬ 
nicating  with  his  palace,  Moftanfer  frequently  at¬ 
tended  the  ledures,  and  heard  from  behind  his 
blinds  the  leffons  of  the  dodors. 

If  it  be  true  that  indifcriminate  liberality  is 
in  general,  both  biameable  and  ill  bellowed,  his 
fmgular  generofity  to  fome  perfons  of  Bag¬ 
dad  mult  deferve  cenfure.  Obferving  from  the 
top  of  his  palace  fome  apparel  hanging  to  dry, 
which  had  been  wafhed  ready  for  a  feaft  he  in¬ 
tended  to  give,  he  appeared  offended  that  the  own¬ 
ers  had  not  bought  new.  On  being  informed'  that 
their  circumftances  were  contraded,  the  emperor 
ordered  fome  gold  to  be  made  into  balls,  diftri- 
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buted  them  among  his  courtiers,  and  from  the  bah 
cony  of  the  palace  lhot  them  over  on  the  terrace 
where  the  drefles  were  expofed.  On  vifiting  his 
treafury  one  day  he  found  a  ciftern  full  of  gold 
and  filver :  44  God  grant,”  exclaimed  he,  44  that 
44  I  may  live  long  enough  to  expend  all  this to 
which  a  courtier  who  accompanied  him,  replied  : 
44  I  heard  your  grand-father,  the  caliph  Nafer, 
44  fpeaking  of  this  fame  ciftern  when  it  wanted 
44  twelve  feet  of  being  full,  fay:  4  God  grant  that 
44  I  may  live  long  enough  to  fill  it.’  ”  Whether 
his  intention  in  accumulating  was  to  anfwer  any 
laudable  objeft  is  unknown;  but  though  Monftafer 
lavifhed,  it  was  always  in  a  princely  manner 
in  diftributing  immenfe  fums  to  the  poor,  and  in 
repairing  the  public  fchools,  mofques,  roads,  and 
hofpitals,  during  a  reign  of  nearly  feventeen  years. 

Moftafem,  Revolutions  feldom  happen  unlefs  preceded  by 

1242^ lph>  fome  inactive  reigns.  We  have  remarked,  that 
the  later  caliphs  thought  only  of  fecuring  their 
eafe  and  pleafure.  They  delegated  the  fatigues 
and  cares  of  government  to  their  viziers  and  gene¬ 
rals, who,  rarely  accountable  for  their  conduct,  fre¬ 
quently  in  a  Ihcrt  time  became  the  matters.  In 
lazy  fcate,  from  the  inmoft  receffes  of  their  palaces, 
thefe  degenerate  emperors  heard  the  diftant  roar¬ 
ing  of  their  enemies’  thunder  launched  againft  their 
frontiers  ;  ftill  flattering  themfelves  that  it  would 
never  reach  them.  Moftanfer,  however,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Moftafem  his  fucceflor,  employed  fome. 
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precautions  again!!  the  hordes  which  threatened 
him.  He  fortified  the  walls  of  Bagdad  with  en¬ 
gines  of  defence,  and  fhewed  an  inclination  to  re¬ 
pel  the  foe ;  but  Moflafem,  when  his  friends  pro- 
pofed  his  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  ar¬ 
mies,  and  marching  into  Khorafan  to  meet  the 
Tartars,  anfwered  :  “  Bagdad  is  iufficient  for  me. 
“  The  Tartars  will  not  envy  me  this  city,  and  its 
“  dependent  territory,  I  will  abandon  the  other 
“  provinces  to  them,  and  they  will  never  attack 
“  me  here,  but  will  refpedt  the  place  of  my  re- 
<c  fidence.”  An  enemy  is  not  always  fatisfied  with 
the  portion  allotted  him. 

Bagdad  was  at  that  period  the  riche!!  city  in 
the  univerfe.  Hulaku,  general  of  a  Tartar  army, 
having  marched  his  troops  through  every  part  of 
Perfia  and  Babylon  which  promifed  any  plunder, 
hovered  round  that  devoted  city,  like  a  hunter 
jound  his  pi>ey.  It  appears  that  he  had  inteliL 
gence  from  within.  Moftafem  was  betrayed  by  his 
own  vizier,  in  whom  he  placed  an  unbounded  con¬ 
fidence-;  but  this  perfidious  minifter  had  fwarn  he 
would  effedl  his  mailer’s  ruin,  becaufe  the  prince 
was  averfe  from  the  fed  profeffed  by  the  vizier. 
The  caliph  was  covetous  and  vain;  and  the  vizier, 
knowing  his  foible,  advifed  him  to  difoand  his  ar¬ 
mies,  under  the  pretence  of  their  being  ufelefs  at 
a  time  when  he  was  reverenced  and  beloved  by  all 
kings  and  princes  attached  to  the  mahometan  faith. 
Thefe  fallacious  hopes,  which  Moftafem  fullered  to 
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blind  his  judgment,  did  not  flop  the  progrefs  of 
Hulaku.  The  chief  nobles  went  in  a  body  to  the 
caliph,  and  flrongly  urged  him  to  quit  his  wives, 
his  eunuchs,  and  birds,  of  which  he  was  paflion- 
ately  fond,  and  in  fine  his  beloved  indolence,  and 
ferioufly  confider  the  ftate  of  affairs.  As  fOon  as 
(in  confequence  of  thofe  reprefentations)  he  gave 
the  vizier  to  underfiand  his  intention  of  aflembling 
his  army,  the  traitor  prevailed  on  him  to  abandon 
the  project.  t£  Suppofe  even,”  faid  he,  “  that  the 
“  Tartars  and  Moguls  ihould  enter  the  city,  the 
ec  women  and  children  only  would  be  able  to  dafh 
“  out  their  brains  with  ftones,  from  the  terraces 
(i  of  their  houfes.”  At  length  neceffity  compell¬ 
ed  him  to  attempt  a  regular  defence.  The  em¬ 
peror  raifed  troops,  and  entrufted  them  to  the 
command  of  the  fame  traitorous  vizier.  The 
greater  part  of  them  were  drowned  in  the  waters 
of  the  Euphrates,  which  Hulaku  caufed  to  over¬ 
flow  their  camp,  and  the  general  efcaped  almoft 
alone.  Thefe  tidings  being  carried  to  the  caliph, 
he  exclaimed,  “  God  be  praifed,  the  vizier  is 
“  fafe  !”  This  unhappy  prince  clung  to  thefe  de- 
lufive  hopes,  till  the  Tartars,  after  feveral  aflfaults, 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  city.  On  their 
entering,  the  caliph  prefented  himfelf  with  the 
vafes  containing  diamonds  and  jewellery  of  inefti- 
mable  value,  amaffed  by  his  anceftors  for  a  long 
period  of  years.  Hulaku  immediately  diftributed 
them  among  the  principal  officers  of  his  army. 
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There  never  had  been  a  caliph  fo  oftentatious  as 
Moftafem :  his  pride  was  exceflive.  Scarcely  could 
the  chiefs  of  the  muffulman  princes  ever  gain  ac- 
cefs  to  him  ;  and  when  at  length  they  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  he  affeCted  a  luxury  and  magnificence  un¬ 
equalled  by  any  of  his  predeceffors.  When  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  public  he  ufually  wore  a  veil,  the  more 
effectually  to  attract  the  refpeCt  of  the  people, 
whom  he  confidered  as  unworthv  to  look  at  him. 

j 

On  thofe  occafions  the  multitude  was  fo  great, 
that  the  fquares  and  ftreets  were  too  narrow  to 
contain  them,  and  the  windows  and  balconies  were 
hired  at  an  exorbitant  price  to  fee  him  pafs. 
-—Through  thofe  fame  ftreets,  expofed  to  the 
view  of  that  fame  populace,  who  no  doubt  haf- 
tened  to  behold  this  dreadful  fpcClacle,  did  the 
cruel  Tartar  drag  the  wretched  caliph,  confined 
in  a  leather  lack,  in  which  ftate  he  expired.  He 
is  faid  to  have  inflicted  on  him  this  humiliating 
and  barbarous  tyranny  as  a  punifhment  for  his 
pride.  Several  of  his  fons  were  flain  in  the  aft 
fault,  in  which  he  had  never  once  fhewn  himfelf ; 
the  reft  were  prefented  to  the  conqueror,  together 
with  his  wives  to  the  number  of  feven  hundred,- 
and  three  hundred  eunuchs  employed  in  their  fer- 
vice :  their  deftiny  is  unknown.  Bagdad  was 
given  up  to  be  pillaged  during  feven  days,  and  in  it 
the  troops  found  immenfe  treafures.  Thus  fell  the 
laft  of  the  caliphs,  at  the  age  of  forty-fix,  after  a 
reign  of  fixteen  years.  He\vas  acknowledged  as 
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foie  and  legitimate  caliph,  and  fovereign  pontiff  of 
the  muffulmen.  Although  in  Egypt  and  Spain 
there  were  princes  who  affumed  the  title  of  ca¬ 
liph,  it  was  only  with  refpect  to  their  own  im¬ 
mediate  fubjeds,  and  not  the  muffulmen  in  general, 
who  acknowledged  allegiance  to  the  caliph  of  Bag¬ 
dad  only,  as  the  lawful  fucceffor  of  Mahomet.  This 
dignity  was  poffeffed  by  the  houfe  of  the  Abaf- 
fides  about  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  years. 

Turks. 

Turks,  be-  The  Arabs  by  their  military  and  religious  con- 
Kaimucks,  quells  extended  their  dominion  into  the  three  parts 
h  Ua!  and  of  the  known  world ;  and  in  like  manner  the  Turks, 
the  caipian  no(.  Jefs  adive,  and  almoft  as  enthufiaftic,  founded^ 

an  empire  nearly  as  vaft,and  fometimes  even  ufurped 
the  place  of  the  Arabs  themfelves.  We  have  already 
noticed  their  origin  according  to  the  Perfian  au¬ 
thors,  who  fix  their  territory  on  the  borders  of 
the  Cafpian  fea.  The  Chinefe,  on  the  other  hand, 
fuppofe  them  to  have  been  aborigines  of  a  great 
defert  near  Korea,  which  is  placing  their  primitive 
abode  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  former. 

Some  accounts  make  them  of  Scythian  defcent; 
others,  Huns  and  Tartars  ;  but,  in  fad,  they  were 
little  known  before  they  inhabited  Turkeftan,  an 
extenfive  region  of  Tartary,  whofe  limits  are  ex¬ 
tremely  uncertain  ;  but  which,  when  the  Turks  be¬ 
gan  their  incurfions,  was  comprized  between  the 
Kalmucks,  Great  Bukharia,  and  the  Cafpian  fea. 
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It  Is  a  flat  country,  fertile  and  well  watered,  once 
covered  with  beautiful  towns,  fome  of  which  even 
in  a  Rate  of  decay  bear  evidence  -of  their  former 
grandeur. 

Hiftorians  divide  the  ancient  Turks  into  two 
clafles,  from  their  mode  of  living.  Some  of  their 
tribes  inhabited  cities,  and  confequently  had  per¬ 
manent  dwellings  :  the  reft  lived  in  tents,  after  the 
cuftom  of  the  Arabs.  From  the  latter  are  de» 
fcended  the  Turcomans,  the  anceftors  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Ottoman?.  They  believed  in  one  only  God, 
creator  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  to  whom 
they  facrificed  horfes,  oxen,  and  fheep.  They  held 
the  water,  air,  and  fire,  in  high  refpedt  ;  and 
chaunted  hymns  in  honour  of  the  earth.  Their 
priefts  pretended  to  the  knowledge  of  future  events. 
The  Arabian  and  Perfian  authors  give  but  an  un¬ 
favourable  reprefentation  of  the  natural  difpofxtxon 
of  the  Turks,  which  they  defcribe  as  grofs  and 
brutal;  and  cite,  in  fupport  of  their  affertions, 
flame  proverbs  little  to  their  praife.  In  one  of 
their  old  volumes  is  a  diftich  to  the  following 
purport :  44  Although  a  Turk  or  a  Tartar  fhould 
44  excel  in  every  branch  of  the  fciences,  ftill  will 
44  barbariim  always  remain  the  groundwork  of 
44  his  dfara&er.”  They  have  another  proverb  in 
frequent  ufe,  viz.  44  Though  a  Turk  fhould  be  a 
44  doftor  of  the  muffulman  law,  yet  one  might 
44  ki  1  hi  cl  without  fcrup'e.”  This  v indict  ve 
av  anon  wa,,  no  doubt,  the  confequYnce  .  the 
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cruel  treatment  the  Perfians  have  fo  often  ex* 
perienced  from  that  nation  during  their  bloody 
wars.  Nor  were  the  Arabs  lefs  oppreffed  :  and 
we  may  affert  that  the  fame  fentiments  prevail 
among  the  populace  of  the  prefent  day,  who  Hill 
continue  feditious  and  infolent.  Thefe  people  were 
always  eminent  for  perfonal  courage ;  and,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  thofe  Turks  who  have  preferved  their  original 
character  have  a  haughty  air,  and  appear  formed 
for  martial  deeds. 

Befides  the  empires  founded  by  the  Turks  in 
Tartary,  they  eftabliflied  four  great  monarchies  in 
the  fouth  of  Afia :  the  three  firft  governed  by 
lovereigns  of  the  fame  family,  named  Seljukians ; 
and  the  fourth  fubject  to  the  princes  of  the  houfe 
of  Othoman,  or  Ofman,  and  their  fucceflors.  The 
Seljukians  derive  their  origin  from  Seijuk,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Dekak,  chief  officer  of  a  prince  of  a  Turk- 
ifn  tribe  who  dwelt  on  the  coafts  of  the  Cafpian 
fea.  Seljuk  had  feveral  children  who  became  pow¬ 
erful  in  adherents,  and  Very  rich  in  flocks  and 
lands.  He  had  embraced  the  mahometan  faith, 
and  his  defcendants  followed  his  example.  This 
religion  rendered  them  objects  of  fufpieion  to  their 
countrymen  of  Turkeftan;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  gained  them  the  friendfhip  of  the  caliphs  of  Bag¬ 
dad,  who  employed  them  as  their  guard,  and  incor¬ 
porated  numerous  bodies  of  them  with  their  armies. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  they  were  fent 
by  the  caliph  Kayem  to  oppofe  fultan  Mafud,  who 
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Invaded  his  territories,  and  to  defend  the  mufful- 
man  ftates.  It  was  on  this  occafion  that  the  Turks 
entered  Khorafan,  conquered  it,  and  eftablifhed 
themfelves  there,  under  the  command  of  Togrol- 
Bek,  who  was  the  fir  ft  Seljukian  fultan  of  Iran  or 
Perlia.  Profperity  and  fuceefs  attended  him  during 
a  reign  of  twenty-fix  years.  His  arms  were  victo¬ 
rious  over  his  foreign  foes,  and  he  alfo  enjoyed 
interior  peace,  domeftic  union,  and  refpeft  and  ef-  * 

teem  from  his  neighbours.  He  was  amiable,  wife, 
prudent,  a  great  politician  ;  and  notwithstanding 
his  civil  and  military  occupations,  which  were  in* 
tirely  direded  by  him,  he  found  time  to  fulfil  all 
the  duties  enjoined  by  religion.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  feventy. 

Alp-Arflan  his  nephew,  as  he  left  no  children,  Aip-Arflan, 

id  fultan, 

fucceeded  him,  and  alfo  inherited  not  only  all  his  1063. 

I  ■# 

virtues,  but  his  good  fortune  even  in  a  fuperior 
degree  ;  for,  befides  various  conquefts,  he  took 

Romanus,the  emperor  of  Conftantinople,  prifoner, 

# 

and  fet  him  free.  When  his  captive  was  brought 
into  his  prefence,  he  thus  addreffed  him  :  “  What 
“  would  have  been  my  fate  had  I  fallen  into  your 
<c  power  ?”  Romanus  anfwered  bluntly,  rather 
with  rancour  than  greatnefs  of  foul  :  “  I  would 
“  have  condemned  you  to  fome  ignominious  pu- 
“  nifhment.”  “  And  I,”  faid  the  Turk,  <c  give 
“  you  liberty.”  This  generofity  was  enhanced  by 
the  obliging  and  attentive  conduct  he  adopted  to¬ 
wards  him.  He  even  fuffered  him  to  depart  without 
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detaining  any  hoftages  for  his  ranfom.  Previous  to 
the  battle,  Alp-Arflan  had  offered  him  peace  on 
reafonable  conditions,  which  being  rejected,  in  the 
pretence  of  his  army  he  put  up  a  fervent  prayer 
to  the  Almighty,  perfumed  and  clothed  himfelf 
in  white  faying  :  44  If  I  am  llain,  this  drefs  will 
44  ferve.as  my  pall.”  He  then  call  away  his  bow 
and  arrows,  took  his  fa'bre  and  an  iron  fceptre 
in  one  hand,  and  grafping  his  horfe’s  tail  with 
the  other,  vaulted  on  his  back,  the  whole  army 
following  his  example.  We  remark  this  action, 
as  from  it  probably  originated  the  mulfulman 
cuftom  of  bearing  a  horfe’s  tail  among  their  war¬ 
like  enfigns.  The  death  of  this  virtuous  prince  was 
caufed  by  Lis  own  imprudence,  and  he  was  fenfible 
of  it.  Enraged  at  the  refinance  of  a  brave  man, 
named  Kothual,  who  had  valiantly  defended  for 
feveral  days  a  fortrefs  which  Alp-Arflan  expected 
to  have  taken  on  the  firft  outfet,  on  its  furren¬ 
dering  he  reproached  him  in  the  moft  opprobrious 
language  for  his  temerity  in  having  dared  to  op- 
pofe  fuc’n  forces  as  his.  The  prifoner,  v/ho  in- 
ftead  of  infult  expected  praife,  anfwered  him 
haughtily.  The  fultan  fentenced  him  to  be  faf- 
tened  to  four  itakes,  and  there  left  to  expire  in 
torture.  Kothual  inltantly  drawing  a  long  knife 
from  his  boot,  exclaimed  :  44  Infamous  man  !  is 
64  this  the  treatment  which  my  conduct  merits?” 
and  attempted  to  rufh  towards  the  prince.  Alp- 
Arflan,  who  was  a  very  expert  archer,  ordered  his 
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guards  to  let  him  advance,  at  the  fame  time 
aimed  an  arrow  at  him,  and  miffed  him.  Ko- 
thual  fprung^on  him,  gave  him  a  mortal  wound, 
and  was  himfelf  immediately  maffacred 

Finding  his  diffolution  near,  he  thus  addreffed 
his  furrounding  friends :  “  This  day  brings  to  my 
“  remembrance  two  excellent  admonitions  I 
“  formerly  received  from  a  wife  old  man  who 
“  was  my  preceptor:  the  firft  was,  never  to 
“  defpife  any  one;  the  fecond,  never  to  have  too 
f  good  an  opinion  of  onefelf.  In  the  two  lafl: 
“  days  of  my  life  I  have  tranfgreffed  againfl  thefe  ' 
t(  two  excellent  precepts,  and  am  juftly  punithed 
“  in  confequence.  Yefterday,  while  reviewing 
“  my  troops,  I  thought  no  human  force  capable 
tc  of  oppofing,  nor  any  mortal  daring  enough  to 
<c  attack  me.  To-day,  while  commanding  my 
“  guards  not  to  flop  a  man  approaching  me 
“  with  a  naked  weapon,  I  imagined  I  had 
“  ftrength  and  addrefs  enough  to  defend  myfelf 
**  alone ;  but  I  now  perceive  that  neither 
<c  ftrength  nor  Ikill  can  overcome  deftiny.” 
His  body  was  interred  in  a  town  called  Maru, 
and  the  following  fimple  epitaph  infcribed  on 
his  tomb:'“  All  you  who  have  feen  the  gran- 
“  deur  of  Alp-Arllan  afcending  to  the  clouds, 
“  vifit  Maru  and  you  will  behold  it  buried  in 
**  the  dull.”  He  lived  forty- four  years,  of  which 
he  reigned  nine. 
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Maick shah>  Malek  Shah,  on  afeending  his  father’s  throne, 
o7iu.‘Un,  had  to  appeafe  the  revolts  excited  by  his  uncles, 
but  this  did  not  prevent  him  from  extending  his 
dominions?  He  returned  into  Turkeftan,  the 
original  abode  of  his  anceftors,  and  annexed  it 
to  the  empire  as  an  inheritance  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  feparated  from  it.  But  a 
fmall  territory  confined  to  a  corner  of  Perfian 
Iraft  eluded  all  his  attempts  to  fubjugate  it. 
The  principle  of  fanaticifm  which  adluated  the 
Bathanians,  a  people  better  known  under  the 
name  of  Affafiins,  is  uncertain  ;  but  life  was  of 
no  value  in  their  efteem,  and  they  expofed 
themfelves  to  death,  not  only  in  executing  the 
orders  of  their  chief,  but  for  any  indifferent  per- 
fon  who  wiftied  to  be  rid  of  an  enemy.  In 
faff,  they  were  ready  and  determined  affaf- 
iins,  and  Malek  Shah,  finding  their  power  daily 
increafe,  fent  them  a  very  threatening  meffage. 
Their  chief  commanded  fome  of  his  people  to 
attend,  and  in  prefence  of  the  arnbaffador  or¬ 
dered  a  young  man  among  them  to  flab  himfelf, 
who,  without  hefitation,  plunged  a  dagger  in 
his  bread  ;  and  another  to  precipitate  himfelf 
from  the  top  of  the  caftle,  which  he  inftant- 
ly  did.  “  Return,”  faid  he  to  the  meflen- 
ger,  “  and  acquaint  your  mafter,  that  I  have 
<£  feventy  thoufand  men  ail  as  ready  to  obey  me 
fc  as  thofe  you  have  juft  feen.”  This  informa- 
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•tion  fatlsfied  the  fultan,  who  from  that  time  fuf- 
fered  them  to  remain  unmolefied 

This  prince  was  handfome  in  his  perfon,  un- 
corrupt  in  his  morals,  prudent,  liberal,  valiant; 
and  eminent  for  his  mental  acquirements,  his  juf- 
tice,  and  piety.  He  diminithed  the  taxes,  redreff- 
ed  various  grievances, repaired  the  bridges,  public 
roads,  and  canals,  and  built  a  fuperb  mofque  at 
Bag-dad,  becaufe  it  was  the  retidence  of  the 
caliph,  whofe  lieutenants  the  Seljukians  called 
themielves,  though  in  reality  their  power  was 
fuperior  to  his.  The  fultan’s  capital  was  Ilpa- 
han,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-feven, 
after  a  reign  of  twenty  years,  leaving  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  a  generous  and  munificent  prince,  the 
terror  of  the  vicious,  and '  the  proteftor  of  the 
good.  He  loved  the  fciences,  reformed  the  ca¬ 
lendar,  and  invented  the  intercalation  of  the 
biffextile  year. 

Malek  Shah  had  four  fons ;  and  appointed  Barkiarok, 

'  ^.th  .0  ultan* 

Mahommed  the  youngeft,  who  w;as  not  quite  icgz. 
twenty  two,  as  his  fucceffor,  to  the  exclufion  of 
Barkiarok  the  oldeft.  This  preference  was,  no 
doubt,  eftedled  by  the  entreaties  of  Mahommed’s 
mother,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  vizier,  who 
had  an  intereft  in  feeing  a  young  man  on  the 
throne.  It  is  not  furprizing  that  a  civil  wap 
between  the  brothers  enfeed.  Their  uncles  alfo, 
the  brothers  of  the  deceafed,  aflerted  their  pre- 
tenfions  in  arms ;  but  the  claims  of  Barkiarok 
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at  length  prevailed,  they  being  ratified  by  the 
caliph  of  Bagdad,  vvhofe  fuffrage  ftamped  the 
fate  of  rival  princes. 

Though  the  right  of  decifion  was  in  his 
power,  peace  was  not ;  and  Barkiarok  was  even 
obliged  to  fhare  the  throne  with  his  brother  Ma* 
Lommed.  He  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five, 
after  a  very  turbulent  reign  of  thirteen  years, 
Mohammed  In  prefence  of  the  body  of  nobility,  whom 
5thandJ6t’h  he  caufed  to  be  convoked  on  the  occafion,  he 
"  ,n°4'  declared  his  fon  Mahmud,  then  only  four  years 
old,  his  fucceffor ;  but  Mohammed,  wrho  was 
already  in  poffeffion  of  one  half  the  kingdom, 
made  preparations  to  invade  the  other.  There 
were  numberlefs  uncles  and  coufms  who  alfo 
afpired  to  the  dignity,  and  who  were  alternately 
victorious  and  defeated  ;  confequently,  there  be¬ 
ing  no  permanent  ruler,  the  prayers  in  the 
mofque  were  offered  every  fucceeding  day  for  a 
different  pretender.  Mohammed,  however, 
enjoyed  the  mod  confiderable  portion ;  but 
death  terminated  his  career  at  the.  age  of  thirty- 
fix,  after  a  reign  of  twelve  years.  This  prince 
was  eminent  for  gravity,  juftice,  clemency,  and 
eloquence.  He  left  his  kingdom,  together  with 
inline  life  treafur.es,  to  Mahmud.  Thefe  wrere 
wreited  from  the  youthful  monarch  by  his  uncle 
San  jar,  who,  however,  put  him  in  poffeffion  of 
Perfian  and  Arabian  Irak,  but  whether  as  an  in¬ 
heritance  or  a  government  is  unknown. 
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After  the  deceafe  of  Samar,  Mahmud  took  Mahmud 

J  7th,  1 1 17. 

poffeffion  of  all  his  dominions.  Maffud,  one  of  Togroi  8th, 

*  #  #  #  II30.  % 

his  brothers,  difputed  his  title  fword  in  hand  ;  Maffud  9th, 

r  1  1  i  11 34-  Sul- 

but  he  had  another  brother, '  named  Togrol,  who  tans  of  Irak 

always  continued  his  faithful  adherent,  to 
whom,  in  recompenfe  of  his  attachment,  Mah¬ 
mud,  who  died  young,  left  his  throne.  Maffud 
again  fet  up  as  competitor,  and  had  the  good 
fortune,  by  TogroPs  death,  to  remain  undifput- 
ed  mailer  of  the  whole  kingdom,  which  he  go¬ 
verned  nineteen  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
forty  five. 

Maffud,  who  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  courfe 
of  victory,  treated  the  caliphs  with  very  little 
refpe£l,  though  he  is  faid  to  have  been  a  pious 
prince.  He  was  juft  and  generous,  and  defpifed 
riches,  which  he  diftributed  with  a  liberal  hand. 

His  attack  in  battle  was  terrible.  He  would 
wait  the  approach  of  a  lion,  and  kill  him  with  a 
fingle  blow. 

During  a  feries  of  fifty-five  years  which  elapfed 
from  Maffud  the  ninth  fultan,  until  Togrol  II.  the 
fourteenth  fultan  of  Perftan  Irak,  and  the  laft  of 
the  Seljukians,  this  kingdom  experienced  conti¬ 
nual  fhocks,  which  feemed  to  announce  its  ap¬ 
proaching  diffolution.  Not  only  all  the  relatives 
of  thefe  princes — uncles,  brothers,  and  coufins — 
contended  for  the  crown,  but  the  confufion  was 
augmented T5y  the  caliphs  of  Bagdad,  who  hav¬ 
ing  again  affirmed  the  authority,  either  bellow- 
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ed  the  fceptre  or  refumed  it,  as  their  inclination 
led  them.  The  nobles  did  not  forget  their  pre- 
tendons  in  this  Hate  of  anarchy.  They  feme- 
times  attached  themfelves  to  one  prince,  fome- 
times  to  another,  as  they  were  influenced  by 
their  intereft;  and  depofed  or  reinflated  them  as 
they  thought  proper,  though  frequently  becom¬ 
ing  themfelves  victims  of  the  cabals  formed 
againfl  their  fovereigns.  Thefe  for  the  greater 
part  died  a  violent  death.  Togrol  was  aflafti- 
nated  by  a  man  on  whom  he  had  conferred  va¬ 
rious  obligations  ;  and  with  him  ended,  in  1 193, 
the  reign  of  the  Seljukians  in  Irak  or  Perfia. 
Thefe  princes  were  almoft  all  of  an  amiable  dif- 
pofition,  libera],  and  juft.  Their  ruin  may  be 
attributed  to  their  too  great  indulgence  to 
favourites,  and  the  unlimited  authority  enjoyed 
by  the  generals,  viziers,  and  high  nobility  of  tire 
court.  Chance  alone  never  occafloned  the  fall 
of  empires. 

Seljukians  The  fecond  branch  ordynafty  of  the  Seljukians, 

*t  Kerman.  denominated  of  Kerman,  began  towards  1063, 

and  ended  in  1187,  afpace  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years,  and  produced  eleven  fultans, 
whofe  names  have  not  been  preferred.  Their  au¬ 
thority  was  circumferibed  to  a  fmall  territory  ly¬ 
ing  between  Perfia, Segeftan,Mekran,  and  Ormus; 
and  they  poftefied  feme  iflands  and  harbours  in  the 
Perflan  Gulph.  The  fucceffion  was  in  general 
hereditary,  from  father  to  fon,  but  in  default  cf 
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the  latter  it  defcended  to  the  brothers  and  ne¬ 
phews;  whence  we  may  infer  that  this  little  (late 
enjoyed  the  bleflings  of  tranquillity. 

Aha  Minor,  comprehending  the  kingdoms  of  Seijukiansof 
Pontus,  Bythinia,  Media,  Phrygia,  Galatia,  Ar- 1072. 
menia  Minor,  Cappadocia,  and  other  dates, 
forming  a  vaft  peninfula  between  the  Euxine 
fea  and  the  Propontis,  the  Archipelago,  the 
Mediterranean  fea,  and  Syria,  as  far  as  the  Eu¬ 
phrates,  compofed  a  part  of  the  Greek  empire, 
which  rhe  Afiatics  knew  only  under  the  name  of 
theRoman  empire, and  they  called  thofe  countries 
the  territories  of  Roum.  The  Arabs  .had  pene¬ 
trated  into  them  through  Syria,  and  the  Turks,  in 
purfuit  of  them,  during  their  wars,  entered  alfo, 
advanced  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  drove 
out  the  Greeks,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Roum,  which  they  afterwards  named 
Anatolia.  This  conqueft  was  begun  under 
Malek  Shah,  a  Seljukian  fultan  of  Perfa.  He 
made  over  the  cities  he  had  captured,  with  a 
fufhcient  number  of  troops  to  enable  him  to 
purfue  his  fticcefs,  to  one  of  his  coufms,  named 
Solyman,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  dynafly 
of  the  Seljukiari  Roum  Turks. 

The  diffenf ons  which  agitated  Conftantinople  Solyman  id 

,  r  fultan, 

were  very  favourable  to  the  enterprizes  of  Soly-  1074. 
man,  whcfe  alliance  was  courted  by  all  the 
competitors  by  turns.  Into  whatever  treaties 
the  contending  parties  entered,  he  was  confidered 
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as  an  auxiliary,  and  in  confequence  conftantly 
acquired  fome  fmall  portion  from  the  wreck, 
which  ferved  to  extend  his  domains.  This 
fultan  fortified  himfelf  in  feveral  provinces,  where 
he  took  poffeflion  of  fome  very  advantageous 
pofts.  In  this  manner  he  became  mafter  of 
Antioch,  and  made  Nice  in  Bithynia  the  royal 
refidence.  Solyman  either  fell  in  battle,  or  flew 
himfelf  after  a  defeat.  He  governed  ail  the 
country  lying  between  the  iEgean,  the  Syrian, 
and  the  Euxine  feas,  the  Archipelago,  and  the 
coafts  of  Pamphilia  and  Cilicia.  After  his 
death  they  were  claimed  by  the  governors  of 
Afia  Minor.  The  emperor  of  Conftantinople 
alfo  regained  fome  places  by  flratagems ;  but 
though  Nice,  the  capital,  was  vigoroufly  attack¬ 
ed,  the  Greeks  could  not  wreft  it  from  the  hands 
of  Pucafa  the  governor,  who  reftored  it  to 
Kilij-Arflan,  the  eld_eft  fon  of  Solyman. 

Suiuns  of  The  young  prince,  it  feems,  with  his  two 
Kiiij  Arfian,  brothers,  after  their  father’s  death,  fled  into 
.zd^fuian,  per^a)  an(j  were  detained  prifoners  by  the  reign¬ 
ing  fultan,  which  occafioned  an  interregnum  of 
eight  years  in  the  dominions  of  Solyman.  At 
length  the  princes  effected  their  efcape,  and  the 
elded  aflumed  the  royalty  as  his  birthright. 
His  chief  expeditions  were  againfl  the  Greeks  : 
he  likewife  was  fuccefsful  againfl  thofe  of  his 
own  nation  who  had  ufumed  his  cities,  and 
gained  fome  important  advantages  over  the 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


crufaders,  whom  he  difpofleflecTof  Nice,  which 
they  had  taken.  He  eftablifhed  another  capital 
at  Iconium,  whence  hisfuccelfors  derive  their  title 
of  fultans  of  Iconiym.  Kilij  Arflan,  having  'oft  a 
battle,  was  drowmed  in  attempting  to  efcape 
acrofs  a  river  which  his  horfe  w?as  unable  to 
ford.  He  had  held  the  reins  of  power  fourteen 
years. 

The  hiftory  of  the  fultans  of  Iconium  is  princi¬ 
pally  drawn  from  the  Greek  authors,  who  having 
no  perfonal  knowledge  of  them,  have  fcarcely 
preferved  any  traits  deferving  notice  of  thefe 
princes,  either  of  their  cuftoms,  charadlers,  or 
the  intrigues  of  their  court ;  in  faff  nothing 
which  will  ferve  to  interrupt  the  dull  monotony 
of  feats  of  arms,  which  are  at  all  times  alike — 
devaluations,  maffacres,  and  conflagrations.  We 
are  therefore  neceflitated  to  colled!  from  thefe 
wearifome  narratives  a  few  events  more  or  lefs 
interefting,  under  the  names  and  dates  of  thefe 
princes. 

Kilij  Arflan  the  Firft  was  fucceeded  by  Sayfan  ‘sayCm,  3a 
his  brother,  who  was  dethroned  by  his ' brother  Maflud^hj 
Maffud,  and  deprived  of  fight  by  means  of  a  red-  ir(]an 
hot  7ron  being  palfed  acrofs  his  eyes.  He  was  fo  |arn 
incautious  as  to  tell  his  nurfe’s  hufbarid  that  he 
ftill  had  a  glimmering  of  light ;  he  mentioned  it 
to  his  wife  in  ccfhfdence  and  fhe  kept  the  fecret 
fo  religioully  that  in  a  very  Ihort  time  it  w^as 
known  to  every  body.  It  foon  reached  the  ears 
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of  Maffud,  who  then  caufed  his  wretched  brother 
to  be  ftrangled.  This  prince  enjoyed  the  reward 
of  his  crimes  only  ten  years,  and  his  fon  Kilij 
Arflan  II.  afcended  his  throne.  He  impru¬ 
dently  divided  his  dominions  between  his  five 
fons,  who  not  only  engaged  in  wars  againft  each 
other,  but  drove  their  father  from  the  capital. 
Khofru  alone  remained  faithful  to  him,  re-in- 
fratcd  him  in  his  poffeffions,  and  after  his  deceafe 
fuceeeded  to  the  principal  {hare  of  the  authority. 
The  four  others  retained  thofe  parts  which  had 
been  ceded  to  them  by  their  father. 

One  of  them,  named  Rocno-ddin  Solyman, 
haratied  his  brother  Khofraw  in  his  capital,  and 
at  length  expelled  him  from  it.  The  dethroned 
prince  applied  for  proteflion  to  the  Greek  em¬ 
peror,  who  re-eftablifhed  him  in  his  dignity. 
The  other  two  brothers  reigned  peaceably  in 
their  domains.  Khofraw,  after  the  death  of  So¬ 
lyman,  united  under  his  authority  the  whole 
country  of  Iconium.  Having  become  a  powerful 
monarch,  he  took  up  arms  againfl:  the  Greek 
emperor  Lafcaris;  not  the  fame  who  had  re¬ 
placed  the  diadem  on  his  head.  The  two  princes 
met  in  battle,  and  Khofraw,  whofe  flrength  was 
extraordinary,  rufhed  towards  Lafcaris,  ftunned 
him  with  a  blow  of  his  mace,  and  dallied  him  to 
the  ground.  The  Greek,  in  falling,  drew  his 
fword  :  the  Turk,  darting  on  him  a  contemp¬ 
tuous  look,  ordered  his  people  to  carry  him  off 
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the  field ;  but  as  he  turned  his  back,  Lafcaris, 
who  had  recovered  from  the  fhock,  hamftrung 
Kofraw’s  horfe.  The  animal  reared  and  fell.  In 
that  inftant  Lafcaris  thruft  his  fword  into  the 
fultan’s  body,  cut  off  his  head,  and  fixed  it  on 
the  point  of  a  lance.  The  Turks, terrified  at  this 
fpe£lacle,  fled  and  abandoned  the  victory  to  the 
enemy.  His  fons,  Kaykaws  and  Kaikobad,  fuc- 
ceflively  filled  the  throne.  The  latter  has  left  ' 
the  character  of  a  prudent  fagacious  prince,  who 
enforced  from  his  nobles ■  and  vaflals  that  refpeff 
which  was  his  due.  He  was  ferious  in  his  exte¬ 
rior,  and  poflefled  great  firmnefs  of  mind.  During 
his  reign,  Ortogrol,  or  Othman,  his  fon,  founders 
of  the  family  of  the  empire  of  the  prefentOttoman 
emperors,  firft  began  the  career  of  their  glory. 

As  the  fultanfhip  of  iconium  was  formed  from 
-the  wreck  of  the  Conftantinopolitan  empire,  and 
the  impotence  of  the  Greek  princes,  agitated  as 
they  were  by  interior  revolts,  to  afford  fuccour 
to  their  fubjetts  of  Alia  Minor  5  fo  likewife  the 
ruin  of  this  latter  kingdom  was  effected  by  the 
ineeflant  contefts  between  relatives; — fathers, 
children,  uncles,  coufins,  each  afpiring  to  the 
fovereignty  :  hence  it  became  an  eafy  prey  to  a 
foreign  enemy.  We  have  juft  obferved,  that 
the  Turkifh  dvnafty  of  Ottomans  began 
under  Xaikobad.  During  the  reign  of  his  fon 
Khofraw  II.  appeared  the  Mogul  Tartars,  who 
Shortly  after  acquired  fuflicient  authority  to  fum* 
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mon  the  Iconium  fultans  to  their  court,  and  im- 
pofe  commands  on  them  which  they  durft  not 
difobey.  Thefe  unhappy  princes  engaged  the 
Greek  emperors  to  efpoufe  their  caufe;  but  their 
affiftance  was  interefted,  and  ferved  rather  to 
weaken  than  fupport  their  meafures.  This 
wretched  country  was  alternately  torn  to  pieces- 
by  Greeks,  Turks,  adventurers  of  every  nation, 
and  the  princes  of  the  Seljukian  dynafty,  who 
continued  to  give  the  title  to  the  kingdom,  but 
who  enjoyed  fo  little  real  power,  that  interreg¬ 
nums  were  frequent,  one  of  which  lafted  for 
nineteen  years.  In  procefs  of  time,  the  affairs 
of  the  Seljukian  princes  became  fo  defperate, 
that  they  only  held  their  territory  as  tributaries 
to  the  Mogul  khans.  The  laft  fultan,  Kaikobad, 
they  inverted  with  the  authority  of  his  anceftors; 
but  at  length  the  Moguls,  weary  of  being  only 
protectors,  invaded  his  dominions,  and  put  him 
to  death.  With  Kaikobad  ended  the  dynafty 
of  the  Seljukians,  but  not  of  the  Turks,  which 
exifted  in  that  of  the  Othmans. 

The  Tartars. 

Tartary, be-  Tartary  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  eaftern 

tween.  India,  •  1 

theCafpian  and  wefern  ;  the  firft  inhabited  by  the  Man- 

and  japanefe 

Seas,  and  chews,  and  the  fecond  by  the  Moguls.  This 
extenfive  country  is  feparated  by  mountains 
abounding  with  game,  and  ferocious  animals, 
fuch  as  lions,  tigers,  and  others  peculiar  to  that 
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climate,  vaft  and  fertile  plains,  and  both  large 
and  fmall  rivers  well  docked  with  fitli.  Here 
alfo  are  found  immenfe  trafils  of  pafturage,  Even 
the  deferts  have  only  obtained  the  name  becaufe 
they  are  not  inhabited  by  man  ;  for,  excepting 
fome  fpots  here  and  there,  they  are  covered  with 
tall  and  bufhy  herbage,  though  wood  is  not  in 
plenty.  Some  of  the  Tartar  tribes  are  ftation- 
ary,  others  wandering.  The  camp  of  the  latter, 
interfered  like  the  different  quarters  of  a  town, 
and  formed  of  tents  overfpread  with  a  ftrong 
clofe  kind  of  cloth,  variegated  with  the  moft 
lively  tints,  prefents  a  very  agreeable  fpefilacle. 
In  winter  the  tents  are  covered  with  felt,  which 
renders  them  impenetrable  to  the  rigor  of  the 
feafon.  The  women  are  lodged  in  fmall  wooden 
houfes,  which  in  a  few  minutes  may  be  taken  to 
pieces,  and  packed  in  a  cart,  whenever  they 
wiih  to  de'camp. 

Tartary  is  the  higheft  land  in  the  world.  In 
fome  parts  which  they  vifited  the  jefuit  mathe¬ 
maticians  found  it  fix  miles  above  the  bed  of  the 
ocean.  This  great  elevation  renders  Fartary  in- 
tenfely  cold  in  comparifon  of  other  places  under 
the  fame  latitude.  Even  infummerit  freezes  fo 
hard  as  to  produce  ice  of  the  tbicknefs  of  a  crown- 
piece,  which  is  caufed  as  much  by  the  north- eaft 
wind  blowing  almoft  ccnftantly  over  this  vaft 
plain,  but  little  iheltered  with  trees,  as  by  the  pro¬ 
digious  quantities  of  faltpetre  which  impregnate 

m  3 


16  6 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


16$ 

the  earth  at  the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet ;  and 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  dig  up  clods  of  frozen 
turf,  and  heaps  of  icicles.  The  trees  are  neither 
numerous  nor  well  grown,  but  there  are  fome 
forefls. 

This  is  the  country  in  which  mighty  empires 
have  arifen.  From  this  territory  iffued  forth  the 
conquerors  of  India,  and  the  prefent  pofleflors  of 
China.  There,  during  many  revolving  centuries, 
bloody  wars  were  waged,  and  battles  fought, 
which  decided  the  fate  of  empires.  There  the 
treafures  of  fouthern  Afia  have  often  been  both 
Collected  and  diffipated.  In  fine,  in  thefe,  now 
almofl  defert  trafls,  for  a  long  period,  the  arts 
and  fciences  were  fuccefsfully  cultivated  and  pro- 
tested  ;  and  there  flourilhed  proud  and  power¬ 
ful  cities,  now  buried  beneath  their  ruins  !  The 
Tartars  are  divided  into  three  branches;  Moguls, 
Kalkas,  and  Eluths;  the  latter  of  whom  are  bet¬ 
ter  known  under  the  name  of  Kalmuks.  The 
origin  of  thefe  appellations  is  uncertain. 

T  he  Tartar  countenance  has  a  national  cha-- 
racier,  diflinguifhing  it  from  every  other.  A 
middle  flature,  but  very  flout  and  robufl;  a  long 
head;  flat  vifage  ;  an  olive,  or  copper-coloured 
complexion ;  animated  black  eyes,  extremely 
funk,  and  by  much  too  far  afunder ;  a  well- 
formed  mouth  ;  final!  teeth  of  an  ivory  white- 
nefs  ;  a  crufhed  nofe,  almofl  on  a  level  with  the 
Jreft  of  the  face,  fhewing  only  two  immenfely 
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wide  noftrils ;  large  flat  ears ;  black  hair,  as 
coarfe  as  a  horfe’s  mane,  which  is  kept  clofe 
fhaved,  except  one  lock  on  the  top  of  the  head 
that  is  fuffered  to  grow; — thefe  features,  foften- 
ed  in  the  female,  conftitute  what  is  confidered  a 
handfome  Tartar  couple. 

Some  of  the  Tartars  are  obliging  and  polite, 
others  brutal  and  rude,  according  to  their  dif¬ 
ferent  mode  of  life.  In  general,  they  are  en¬ 
dowed  with  an  excellent  difpofition,  being  in¬ 
clined  to  cheerfulnefs,  and  neither  addi£ted  to 
caprice  nor  melancholy.  They  always  appear 
content ;  and  value  an  object  not  according  to 
its  beauty  or  novelty,  but  its  utility.  They  pre- 
ferve  their  genealogy  with  the  greateft  care, 
and  have  a  high  refpeft  for  that  fcience  ;  not 
that  they  are  incapable  of  attaining  any  others, 
but  becaufe  they  are  indifferent  to  them,  and 
inimical  to  all  reftraint  and  ceremonies.  They 
excel  in  horfemanlhip,  are  dextrous  hunters, 
and  fkilful  archers,  whether  riding  or  on  foot. 
Such  is  their  primitive  charafter.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  rapidly  changed  when  they  mix  in  fo- 
ciety,  which  alfo  produces  an  alteration  in  their 
mode  of  drefs,  originally  of  fkins.  They  not- 
withftanding  ftill  rerain  the  form,  wearing 
drawers,  wide  fhirts,  and  over  them  a  long  robe, 
clofed  to  the  waift  with  a  broad  girdle,  half- 
boots,  and  fmall  round  caps.  The  difference 
of  attire  between  the  fexes  is  very  inconfider- 

m  4 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

able,  both  of  whom  admire  red  in  preference  to 
every  other  colour. 

Their  arms  confift  of  the  bow  and  arrowy 
lance,,  and  fabre.  They  always  fight  on  horfe- 
back  :  their  horfes  are  flout  and  vigorous,  qua¬ 
lities  more  eftimable  in  their  opinion  than 
beauty.  They:  are  poffeffed  of'camels,  broad¬ 
tailed  (beep,  and  the  larged:  .oxen  in  the  \yorld. 
Mutton  and-horfe-flefh  is  their  only  animal  food-; 
the  latter  of  which  they  prefer  to  beef;  as  they 
do  alfo  the. milk  of  mares  to  .that  of  cows.  By 
mixing  together  the  milk  of  cows,  mares,  (beep, 
goats,  and  .camels,  they  have  the  art  of  making 
fermented  liquors,  with  which  at  feftivals  they 
regale  themfelves  even  to  intoxication.  They  are 
likewife  very  fond  of  fmoking,  and  ufe  tobacco 
for  no  other  purpofe.  .  , 

Commerce  is  carried  on  only  between  neigh¬ 
bouring  tribes,  and  chiefly  by  barter. j  fox, it 
would  be  difficult  to  render  it  extenfive.  in  thofe 
unmeafured  regions,  fubjeded  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  an  infinity  of  petty  princes,  all  anxious 
to  counteract  the  defigns  of  each  other.  Several 
of  them,  if  the  exprefiion  may  be  allowed,  hunt 
down  their  fellow  men,  whom  they  fell  into 
flavery  to  the  Turks  and  Perfians.  From  this 
iniquitous  trade  flows  their  principal  wealth;  and 
when  (dangers  are  not  eafy  to  entrap,  they  (teal, 
and  condemn  to  bondage,  the  offspring  of  their 
fubjeds.  Others  of  thefe  chiefs,  more  compaf- 
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fionate,  incorporate  the  captives  taken  in  war 
with  their  own  people,  thereby  increafmg  their 
number;  The  Nomadic  Tartars  are  moftly  thofe 
who.  purfue  this,  humane  conduct.  Polygamy  is 
general  among  the  tribes,  and  even  torpe  refpefit 
only  their  mothers.  A  wom£n  of  forty  is  no 
longer  noticed  by  them,  but  confidered  as  of  no 
farther  utility  than  to  fuperintend  the  young 
girls,  and  toil  in  the  laborious  'drudgery  of  the 
houfehold.  Children  are  educated  in  their  fa¬ 
ther's, profeflion  ;  and  with  fuch.a  reverential  awe 
.of-  him,  that  it  even  continues  after  life.  .  They 
afford  him. the  moft  pompous  funeral  their  cir- 
.cumffartces  vvilL  permit,  and  pay  an  annual  vifit 
to  his  tomb,  which  they  heap  with  offerings:  but 
the  poog  mother  is  fprgotten,  no  honourable  re¬ 
membrance  is  bellowed  on  her.  Some  -tribes 
bury,,  others  burn  their  dead.  Even  in  the 
deferts  there  have  been  funeral  monuments  dif- 
covered,  that  prove  that  with  the  deceafed  they 
likewife  interred  horfes,  arms,  jewels,  and  moft 
probably  flaves,  w-hofe  Ikeletons  are  ranged 
near  the  diftinguiffied  corfe.  There  alfo  have 
been  feen  undamaged  houfes,  for  the  molt  part 
furniflied,  and  manufcripts’  in  the  writing  and 
language  of  Thibet,  which  is  the  writing  and 
language  of  the  learned.  The  vulgar  tongue  is 
of  great  antiquity,  and  divided  into  various  dia¬ 
lects,  commonly  underftood  by  all. 

It  Ihould  feem  that  the  primitive  religion  of 
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the  Tartars  was  pure  deifm.  They  are  now  fe- 
parated  into  two  feds,  viz.  mahometans,  and 
worthippers  of  the  lamas,  who  derive  their  ori¬ 
gin  from  Fohi.  The  refidence  of  the  grand- 
lama  is  at  Thibet.  Except  the  dodrine  of  the 
metempflchofis,  taught  by  his  fedaries,  we  might 
believe  it  to  have  been  founded  on  chriftianity, 
particularly  on  the  Roman  catholic  creed.  It 
teaches  a  life  to  come,  purgatory,  invoking  of 
faints,  the  worlhip  of  images,  confeffion,  abfo- 
lution,  the  ufe  of  the  rofary,  afperfions  with 
water  5  in  fad,  nearly  all  the  exterior  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  the  catholic  religion.  The  poffeffions  of 
lamas  or  priefts  confift  of  flocks  and  land,  which 
they  have  the  right  of  tranfmitting  to  each  other. 
The  people  believe  that  Fohi,  to  whom  they  give  ^ 
the  appellation  of  God  in  the  pulpit,  affumes  a 
human  form,  and  refides  at  Thibet,  where  they 
offerhim  their  adorations  under  thetitleof  Grand- 
Lama.  His  reprefentatives,  fcattercd  through  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  Tartary,  are  called  khutuktu,  live 
in  the  utmoft  fplendor,  and  receive  the  worlhip  of 
the  Tartars ;  they  being  alfo  furrounded  by  their 
lamas  or  priefts,  who  enjoy  under  them  different 
degrees  of  dignity  ;  the  whole  forming  an  hier¬ 
archy.  They  pretend  that  the  grand-lama  is 
immortal,  though  he  fometimes  difappears  for 
a  time.  In  the  temple  of  the  reigning  idol 
a  child  is  educated,  and  accuftomed  from 
his  earlielt  infancy  to  divine  honours.  The  la- 
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ffla's  fcience  is  confined  to  his  reading  the  facred 
volumes  in  the  Thibet  tongue.  The  recitation 
of  their  liturgy  is  folemn  and  melodious  ;  and 
that  is  almoft  the  whole  of  their  religious  rites, 
into  which  there  neither  enter  victims  nor  facri- 
fice.  They  poffefs  fome  knowledge  of  medicine, 
and  pretend  to  prefcience. 

The  government  of  the  Tartars  may  be 
termed  patriarchal,  each  father  being  abfolute 
mailer  in  his  own  family.  Several  families 
united,  form  a  horde  or  tribe,  and  feveral  tribes  a 
nation,  whofe  chief,  denominated  khan,  or  kan, 
is  ele6ted  by  other  chiefs,  ufually  from  the  tribe 
of  him  he  fucceeds.  The  choice  falls  in  general 
on  the  moll  ancient  of  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
named  Tayki,  unlefs  fome  natural  impediment 
prevents  it.  They  fometimes  alfo  depole  thofe 
princes  who  have  governed  badly,  or  been  guilty 
of  great  crimes.  Their  court  and  army  are 
compofed  of  different  gradations  of  dignities 
and  ftations,-  anfwering  to  our  princes,  dukes, 
earls,.  &c.  Thefe  dignitaries  are  liable  to  be 
degraded  from  their  rank  by  the  khan  whofe 
vaffals  they  are.  Each  tribe  marches  to  battle 
under  a  ftandard  bearing  its  name,  furmounted 
with  the  figure  of  fome  favourite  animal,  as  a 
horfe,  camel,  &c.  Many  of  them  at  prefent  ufe 
arquebufes  with  bayonets,  which  carry  fire  at 
the  diftance  of  fix  hundred  paces  with  aftonilh- 
ing  precifion.  In  battle  they  wear  a  coat  of  mail 
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and  iron  cafque  :  they  are  unacquainted  with 
the  method  of  rank  and  file,  but  ride  to  the 
attack  in  troops,  the  commander  at  their  head  ; 
and  when  thought  to  be  routed  and  flying, 
return  to  the  charge  with  redoubled  ardour. 
.Woe  .  would  attend  the  enemy  who  had  broken 
their  ranks  in  the  purfuit,  for  then  their  defeat 
would  be  alrnofl:  inevitable.  The  Tartars  give 
annually  two  tenths  of  their  harvefts,  flocks,  or 
whatever  their  revenue  confifts  in  ;  one  tenth 
to  the  khan,  and  the  other  to  their  tribe.  When 
fummoned,  they  all  are  obliged  to  take  up  arms, 
and  plunder  is  their  only  pay. 

Moguls. 

Moguls.  •  The  Moguls,  a  tribe  of  Tartars,  lived  about 
Khfn^  1 1 65.  the  middle  of  Tartary,  confounded  with  the  reft, 
till  Jenghis  Khan  by  his  conquefts  immortalized 
their  name.  He  extended  his  .dominion  over  a 
fpace  of  more,  than  eight  hundred  leagues  on  one 
fide,,  and  a  tboufand  on  the  other  (further  than 
the  Arabs),  with  a  rapidity  unequalled  by  any 
other  conqueror,  and  fueh.  brilliant  fucoefs  as 
obtained  him  the  title  of  king  of  kings,  difpofer 
of  thrones-. and  of  diadems. 

The  names  of  feven  of  his  anceflors  have  been 
preferved..  They  were  renowned  for  their  valour, 
and  are  known  to  have:  gradually  augmented 
the  narrow  circle  of  flreir  diftrift.  Pifouka,  his 
father,  having'  fubdued  and  flain  the  chief  of 
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feveral  hordes,  in  remembrance  of  his  victory 
named  his  new-born  fon  Temujin  after  the 
vanquifhed  prince.  Temujin  was  educated  with 
the  greatefl  attention,  and  the  care  of  his  child¬ 
hood  confided  to  a  very  able  minifter.  Tartary 
was  at  that  time  feparated  into  numerous  tribes, 
the  moll  powerful  of  which  was  that  of  the 
Karaits,  fituate  between  mount  Altay  and 
eaftern  Tartary,  whofe  chieftain  bore  the  title  of 
great  khan.  China,  called  alfo  Kitay  or  Ka- 
tay,  was  divided  into-  two  parts  :  the  northern 
was  fubjedi  to  the  Kins  eaftern  Tartars,  from 
whom  are  defcended  the  Mauchews,  the  adtual 
poffeffors  of  China,  and  was  called  Karakitay. 
Several  fmall  fovereignties  exifted  in  its  vicinity. 
On  the  weftern  fide  of  mount  Altay,  as  far  as  the 
Cafpian  fea,  reigned  aifo  many  petty  princes ; 
fome  of  whom  were  independent,  others  tribu¬ 
taries  to  the  Perfians  and  Ruffians.  At  Pifouka’s 
death,  the  greater  number  of  the  hordes  whom 
he  had  fubdued,  feeing  only  a  child  of  thirteen 
years  of  age  as  their  ruler,  endeavoured  to  ffiake 
off  the  yoke.  Either  diredted  or  feconded  by 
Ulun  his  mother,  a  woman  of  extraordinary 
courage,  Temujin  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  engaged  the  rebels,  and  forced  them  to 
return  to  their  allegiance.  This  battle  fpread 
his  fame  throughout  all  Tartary ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which  he  experienced  fome  checks,  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  to  oblige  him  to  feek  refuge  at 
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the  court  of  the  great  khan,  who  had  been  under 
fome  obligations  to  Pifouka ;  and  he,  as  well  to 
acquit  himfelf  towards  the  father,  as  from  a 
fentiment  of  efreem  for  the  youthful  Temujin, 
re-inftated  him  in  his  domains,  and  gave  him  his 
daughter  in  marriage. 

The  favour  he  enjoyed  at  his  father-in-law’s 
court,  a  well-earned  favour,  to  which  his  military 
exploits  for  the  great  khan’s  advantage  well 
entitled  him,  excited  a  general  jealoufy  againft 
him,  both  at  court,  even  in  the  bofom  of  his 
brothers,  and  in  the  provinces,  where  the  vaifals 
could  not  endure  the  abfolute  authority  which 
he  induced  his  father-in-law  to  affume. 

Thefe  fubjected  princes,  among  whom  were 
fome  kings,  took  up  arms.  The  great  khan 
gave  them  battle,  and  was  defeated,  while 
Temujin  was  occupied  at  a  diftance.  The  fon- 
In-law  received  his  father,  who  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  abdicate  the  fovereignty,  in  his  camp, 
and  replaced  him  on  his  throne,  by  gaining  a 
brilliant  victory,  which  was  tarnilhed  by  the 
horrible  punilhment  that  fucceeded  it.  He 
ordered  feventy  large  cauldrons,  filed  with 
water,  to  be  placed  on  the  f  re,  and  while  boiling, 
the  chief  rebels  to  be  thrown  in  head  foremofh 
After  thefe  fucceffes,  the  merit  of  which  was 
entirely  imputed  to  Temujin,  envy  became  more 
inveterate  at  the  great  khan’s  court  than  before. 
Even  his  father-in-law  began  to  harbour  fufpb 
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cions  to  his  prejudice.  The  vaffals,  fubjected 
again  to  the  fame  yoke,  formed  a  league  to  free 
themfelves  from  it,  and  had  fufficient  addrefs  to 
perfuade  the  great  khan  t  that  the  confederacy 
they  had  entered  into  was  to  enable  them  to 
withftand  the  ambitious  defigns  of  his  fon-in- 
law.  Temujin,  having  been  informed  of  thefe 
fecret  cabals,  employed  every  pacificatory  means 
that  prudence  fuggelted  to  undeceive  his  father. 
Finding  his  attempts  of  no  avail,  he,  on  his  fide, 
formed  a  league  with  feveral  princes,  admirers 
of  his  warlike  talents,  and  attrafted  by  his  affable 
manners  and  the  valuable  prefents  he  lavifhed  on 
his  friends.  Both  parties  had  recourfe  to  arms,  a 
decifive  battle  was  fought,  the  khan  was  flain, 
and  Temujin  took  poffefllon  of  his  kingdom  j 
but  not  without  experiencing  much  refiftance 
from  his  former  detractors,  whom  he  was  obliged 
feparately  to  reduce  to  fubmiflion. 

Temujin  at  that  time  was  forty  years  of  age, 
when  feeing  himfelf  the  matter  of  very  extenfive 
dominions,  he  adopted  the  refolution  to  render 
his  power  in  fome  degree  lawful,  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  homage  of  all  the  princes  within  the  pre¬ 
empts  of  his  empire.  He  convoked  them  at  Ka~ 
rakorom  his  capital,  where  they  all  met  on  the 
appointed  day  clothed  in  white,  among  whom 
were  the  princes  of  the  blood,  attired  like  the 
reft.  The  emperor,  with  the  diadem  encircling 
his  brow,  advanced  into  the  midft  of  this  auguft 
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affembly,  feated  himfelf  on  his  throne,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  compliments  of  the  khans  and  other 
nobility,  who  offered  up  prayers  for  his  health 
and  profperity.  They  then  proceeded  to  con¬ 
firm  to  him  and  his  fucceffors  the  fovereignty  of 
the  Mogul  empire  and  all  the  nations  fubject 
to  it  ;  and  declared  the  defcendents  of  their 
princes  diveffed  of  all  their  rights.  After  fome 
fubfequent  vidlories,  he  renewed  a  fimilar  inau¬ 
guration  at  the  head  of  his  army,  with  lefs  pom¬ 
pous  ceremonial,  but  much  more  affeffing  fim- 
plicity.  He  took  his  place  on  an  unornamented 
feat  on  an  eminence  of  turf,  whence  he  ha¬ 
rangued  the  affembly  with  an  eloquence  that 
was  natural  tohim.  His  difeourfe  ended,  he  fat 
down  on  a  black  felt  ’which  had  been  fpread  on 
the  earth  ;  and  the  orator  appointed  for  the  oc- 
cafion  addreffed  him  in  the  following  terms  ; 
“  However  great  the  power  you  poffefs,  Oprince 
“  from  heaven  you  hold  it:  God  will  profperyour 
“  undertakings  if  you  govern  your  fubjecls  wdth 
“  juftice.  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  abufe  the  au- 
£t  thority  lodged  in  your  hands,  you  will  become 
“  black  as  this  felt ;  that  is  to  fay,  wretched  and 
“  an  outcafk”  Seven  khans  then  refpeclfully 
affifled  him  to  rife,  conducted  him  to  the  throne, 
and  proclaimed  him  chief  of  all  the  Mogul  em¬ 
pire.  Fortunately  for  his  caufe,  Kokja,  one  of 
his  relatives,  was  prefent ;  a  man  who,  by  fcridlly 
pradtifmg  the  rigid  duties  of  religion,  had- gained 
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J  / 
the  reputation  of  being  infpired,.  He  approached 

the  prince,  and  faid  :  f£  I  am  come  by  the  order 
“  of  God  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  his  pleafure 
££  you  fhould  henceforward  take  the  name  of 
“  Jenghis  Khan:  and  you  mud  publifh  it  to 
<s  your  fubjefrs,  that  in  future  they  may  give 
“  you  that  appellation.”  This  title  fignines  the 
greatejl  khan  of  khans.  The  denomination  was 
ratified  by  the  moft  extravagant  demonftrations 
of  joy.  The  Moguls,  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of 
the  revelation,  confidered  the  red  of  the  world 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  conqueft,  which  be¬ 
longed,  by  divine  right,  to  their  great  khan. 

Thenceforth  they  breathed  only  war  ;  and  the 
renftance  of  thofe princes  who. attempted  to  de¬ 
fend  their  domains,  appeared  to  them  a  crime 
.committed  againft  the  fovereignty  of  Heaven 
Commander  of  a  very  numerous  and  well-dif- 
ciplined  army,  animated  with  religious  enthu- 
fiafm,'  there  was  no  enterprize,  however  hazard¬ 
ous,  which  Jenghis  Khan  did  not  think  himfelf 
equal  to  accomplifliing.  His  ambition,  how^ 
ever,  might  perhaps  have  been  fatisfied  with 
Tartary,  a  flat  country,  without  either  walls  or 
fortrefies,  which  he  had  almofi:  entirely  fubdued, 
if  the  fovereign  of  the  Kin,  or  the  northern  part 
of  China,  had  not  imprudently  demanded  of  him 
the  fame  tribute  as  was  paid  him  by  princes 
whom  he  had  dethroned,  and  whofe  authority 
he  had  ufurped.  This  claim  irritated  the  haughty 
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conqueror.  Neither  the  great  wall  built  for  the 
.defenfe  of  China  againft  the  invafions  of  the 
Tartars, nor  any  other  fortifications,  deterred  him, 
although  he  was  ignorant  of  the  art  of  carrying 
'on  a  fiege,  and  the  Tartars  little  adapted  to  pur= 
fue  its  operations.  They  poured  like  a  torrent 
over  China,  routed  its  armies,  defolated  the 
country,  andamaffed  immenfe  fpoils.  The  cities, 
and  even  the  royal  refidence,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Jenghis  Khan,  by  means  of  unforefeen  events, 
which  he  had  neither  a  right  to  expedl  nor  hope, 
and  which  we  will  narrate  in  their  appropriate 
place.  Diffenfions  arofe  among  the  nobles,  fome 
of  whom  betrayed,  and  others  but  badly  defended 
their  emperor.  He  was  flain.  In  the  fliort  fpace 
of  five  years  the  Mogul  beheld  himfelf  the 
mailer  of  all  that  extenfive  territory.  He  there 
eftablifhedMuhuli,his  experienced  and  able  cap- 
tain,  as  governor,  generaliffimo  of  his  forces,  and 
lieutenant,  with  the  title  of  king,  which  was 
to  defcend  by  hereditary  right  to  his  pofterity. 

As  for  himfelf,  he  flew  to  gather  frefh  laurels 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bucharia  and  Perfia,  where  he 
fubjugated  the  Turkiih  tribes.  But,  as  at  lalt 
there  muft  be  a  limit  to  all  things,  he  determined 
to  make  the  domains  of  Mohammed,  ’fultan  of 
Kafazm,  his  mod  powerful  neighbour,  the 
boundary  of  his  empire.  In  conformity  to  this 
refolution,  he  propofed  entering  into  a  treaty 
with  him,  and  fent  an  ambaffador  to  inform  the 
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fultan,  that  having  become  poffeffor  of  all  the 
extent  of  territory  from  the  fartheft  eaft,  to  the 
frontiers  of  his  dominions,  he  defired,  for  their 
mutual  advantage,  that  they  (hould  live  on  the 
terms  of  good  intelligence.  Mohammed  did  not 
return  the  moft  gracious  anfwer  to  thefe  ad¬ 
vances,  but  neverthelefs  acquiefced  to  the  pro- 
pofal.  This  prince  had  made  a  very  dangerous 
enemy  in  Naffer,  caliph  of  Bagdad,  to  whom  on 
various  occallons  he  had  conduced  himfelf  with 
haughtinefs.  As  much  from  a  defire  of  revenge, 
as  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  the  fultan’s  meditat¬ 
ed  defigns,  the  caliph  conceived  the  idea  of 
forming  an  alliance  with  Jenghis  Khan,  and  to 
engage  him  to  turn  his  arms  againft  the  Karaz- 
mian.  The  caliph’s  council,  in  which  the  affair 
was  debated,  was  divided  on  the  queftion  :  the 
zealots  argued,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  muf- 
fulman  law  to  introduce  the  enemies  of  God  into 
the  country  of  the  true  believers.  To  this  objec¬ 
tion,  Naffer  replied :  “  A  mahometan  tyrant  is 
“  worfe  than  an  infidel.  When  defiruftion 
ic  threatens,  we  muff  employ  every  effort  to 
“  ward  off  the  blow.” 

i 

The  caliph’s  reafoning  prevailed,  and  an  ex- 
prefs  was  difpatched  into  Tartary.  For  fear  of 
furprize,  the  meffenger’s  credentials  were  en¬ 
graved  on  his  head  by  means  of  a  needle  and 
fome  colorific  drugs.  As  foon  as  his  hair  was  a 
little  grown,  he  fet  off;,  and  on  his  arrival  caufed 
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himfelf  to  be  fhaved,  when  the  characters  re-ap¬ 
peared.  jenghis-Khan  approved  the  propofal  of 
breaking  with"  Mahommed,  and  returned  for 
anfwer :  “  I  have  juft  concluded  a  treaty  of 
“  peace  with  him,  therefore  it  would  not  be 
“  confiftent'  to  declare  war  immediately ;  but  I 
“  will  not  fail  to  do  fo  the  very  firft  caufe  of 
“  complaint  that  occurs,  and  that  cannot  be  far 
“  diftant  between  two  great  empires  contiguous 
c<  to  each  other.”  The  expected  event  foon 
happened.  Some  Tartar  merchants  wrere  in- 
fulted  and  plundered  by  Mahommed’s  fubjefts, 
and  he  negleCted  to  make  the  proper  reftitution, 
notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of  Jenghis 
Khan.  The  difpute  of  private  perfons  became 
that  of  fovereigns,  they  were  both  incenfed,  and 
formidable  hoftile  preparations  were  begun  on 
either  fide. 

The  great-khan Jflued  a  manifefto  to  all  the 
princes,  as  well  allies  as  tributaries,  in  wdiich  he 
expofed  to  them  the  motives  which  induced  him 
to  attack  the  fultan  of  Karazm,  and  invited  them 
to  join  him  with  their  troops.  He  thus  collected 
_an  army  amounting  to  feven  hundred  thoufand 
men.  Previous  to  his  departure,  he  ordered 
recruits  to  be.raifed  throughout  his  dominions, 
and  fent  after  him  :  and  diClated  thefe  defpotic 
laws  to  his  forces :  “  Whofoever  {hall  fly  with- 
“  out  having  fought,  however  great  the  danger 
“  ox  the  refiftance,  (hall  be  punifhed  with  death. 
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tc  If  out  of  ten  combatants  forming  together  one 
“  company  any  fhall  feparate  themfelves  from 
cc  the  reft,  either  by  flight,  or  for  any  other  rea- 
tc  fon,  they  fhall  be  put  to  death  without  mercy  ; 

“  if  thofe  of  a  company  of  ten  fhall  fee  their 
“  comrades  engaged  in  battle,  and  not  haften 
“  to  their  fuccour,  and  endeavour  to  refcue 
“  them,  they  alfo  fhall  fuffer  death.”  After 
thefe  imperious  regulations,  he  inftituted  others 
concerning  difcipline,  fubordination,  and  what¬ 
ever  could  tend  to  infure  order  among  fo  prodi¬ 
gious  a  multitude.  He  even  carried  his  attention 
fo  far  as  to  provide,  by  his  will,  for  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  the  ftate,  in  cafe  of  his  lofing  his  life  in 
thisvexpedition. 

A  more  fortunate  crifis  could  not  have  been 
chofen  for  leading  the  troops ,  to  conqueft. 
Southern  China,  governed  by  pacific  emperors, 
could  caufe  him  no  uneafinefs :  the  northern  was 
under  his  own  command.  The  whole  of  Tar¬ 
tary,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  Turkeftan,  ac¬ 
knowledged  alfo  his  authority.  The  reft  was  in 
the  poffeflion  of  Mohammed,  who  was  likewife 
mafter  of  Great  Bucharia,  Karazm,  whence  his 
monarchy  derived  its  name,  and  held  in  fub- 
jeftion  all  Perfia,  Perfian  Irak,  and  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  India.  He  marched  an  army  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  men  ;  but  thefe  forces  were 
his  laft  and  only  dependence.  He  could  expe£t 
no  aid  from  Georgia  nor  Armenia,  whofe  fove- 
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reigns  were  pleafed  to  find  an  opportunity  of 
freeing  themfelves  from  their  annual  tribute;  nor 
any  reinforcements  from  the  princes  of  Egypt 
and  the  adjacent  countries,  which  were  defolat- 
ed  by  the  crufaders,  much  lefs  from  the  caliph 
of  Bagdad,  his  fecret  enemy,  who  was  poflefled 
of  Arabian  Irak,  Chaldea,  and  the  three  Ara- 
bias;  nor,  in  fine,  from  the  Seljuks  of  Ana¬ 
tolia,  nor  from  the  Greek  emperors,  who  were 
engaged  in  hoftilities  againft  each  other.  All 
thefe  refources  were  denied  to  Mohammed,  who 
faw  himfelf  alone  expofed  to  the  violence  of  a 
torrent,  whofe  courfe  he  had  not  had  the  pru¬ 
dence  to  divert. 

But  it  was  not  only  a  torrent  fpreading  devaf- 
tation,  it  was  a  thunder-bolt  burfting  over  fe- 
veral  countries  at  once,  involving  them  in  flames 
and  ruin.  One  cannot  better  paint  the  celerity 
and  extent  of  the  military  exploits  of  Jenghis 
Khan.  Never  were  conquerors  fo  deftruflive. 
His  generals  rufhed  on  every  part  of  the  whole 
empire  of  Karazm  at  once,  and  enveloped  it  in 
one  devouring  conflagration.  The  moil  beauti¬ 
ful  and  fiourifhing  cities,  on  their  quitting  them, 
were  reduced  to  heaps  of  cinders.  Although 
the  fultan  employed  every  effort  in  his  power  to 
fuccour  his  wretched  dominions,  his  armies  were 
conftantly  defeated  in  general  engagements;  and 
if  they  fometimes  obtained  a  few  partial  advan¬ 
tages,  they  ferved  only  to  retard,  for  a  fhort  time. 
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the  ruin  of  fome  cities  and  countries  ;  and  to  add 
luftre  to  the  names  of  fome  of  his  captains.  One 
of  thefe,  Khan  Maiek,  a  tributary  to  the  fultan 
of  Karazrn,  and  himfelf  fultan  of  Kajead,  after 
having  performed  prodigies  of  valour  during  the 
fiege  of  that  place,  efcaped  by  ftratagem,  and 
purfuing  his  way  fometimes  on  the  bank,  fome- 
times  in  a  boat,  by  following  the  courfe  of  the 
river  Sir,  eluded  the  vigilance  of  an  immenfe 
army,  and  retreated  to  a  place  of  fafety. 

Mohammed,  haraffed  without  intermiffion, 
and  with  a  degree  of  rancorous  hatred  which  al¬ 
lowed  him  no  repofe,  at  length  arrived  at  a  fmall 
town  on  the  borders  of  the  Cafpian  fea.  While 
a  prey  to  the  bittereft  reflexion,  he  w7as  endea¬ 
vouring  to  find  confolation  in  religion,  whofe 
duties  he  pradtifed  with  fervour,  tidings  reached 
him  that  the  enemy  was  approaching.  The  un¬ 
fortunate  monarch  had  but  juft  time  to  th+ow 
himfelf  on  board  a  fmall  veffel  thatwras  in  readi-. 
nefs.  He  was  not  too  foon;  for  the  arrows  fhot  at. 
him  by  the  foldiers  who  crowded  to  the  fhore,  fell 
in  fhowers  around  him.  The  veffel  landed  him  on 
a  fmall  ifjand,w?here  an  acute  illnefs,  added  to  his 
grief,  fpeedily  terminated  his  exiftence.  He  was 
buried  in  his  ftiirt  only,  for  want  of  other  linen  j 
and  his  funeral  obfequies  were  performed  with 
extreme  fimplicity.  Before  he  expired,  he  had 
the  happinefs  of  feeing  feveral  of  his  children, 
who  viftted  him  in  his  retreat.  Jalaloddin,  the 
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eldeft,  he  appointed  to  fucceed  him,  to  whom 
he  gave  his  fword,  enjoining  him  to  avenge  him 
on  the  Moguls. 

Fate  had  denied  this  prince  the  power  of  ful¬ 
filling  his  father’s  injundtions.  Few  examples 
occur  of  fo  determined  a  courage,  and  fuch  un- 
ceafing  fortitude  in  adveriity;  but  notwithftand- 
ing  his  unwearied  efforts,  conftantly  renewed, 
ana  conftantly  ineffedtual,  he  had  the  affiidlion  of 
feeing  his  cities,  one  after  another,  become  the 
fpoil  of  the  enemy,  demoliflied,  and  the  greater 
part  rafed  to  the  ground.  The  numbers  of  men 
who  perilhed  by  the  fword,  and  of  women  and 
children  condemned  to  captivity,  are  beyond 
the  power  of  conception.  The  beautiful  region 
of  Alia,  lately  fo  fertile  and  wealthy,  became  de- 
fert,  and  its  populous  cities  one  pile  of  rubbifh, 
the  haunts  of  beafts  of  prey,  lefs  favage  than  thefe 
feropious  conquerors. 

(MM hunt.  The  Moguls  employed  thofe '  arts  towards 

tsig  match.  .  , 

men  that  Jengms  Khan  taugnt  them  to  ufe 
towards  animals  in  the  celebrated  hunting 
matches,  which  are  ftill  pradiifed  among  the 
Tartars.  They  are  the  exercife  of  the  troops  in 
winter,  and  are  performed  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  The  emperor  commands  the  huntfman  to 
trace  out  a  circle  feveral  miles  in  circumference: 

- — the  officers  then  range  the  troops  around :  the 
foldiers  begin  their  march  to  the  found  of  mar* 
tial  mufic,  and  continue  gradually  to  advance 
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altogether  towards  the  centre,  driving  before 
them  the  animals  within  the  circle ;  but  they  are 
forbidden  to  kill  or  wound  any  of  them,  how¬ 
ever  ferocious  they  may  be.  They  encamp  every 
night,  when  all  the  manoeuvres  of  war  are 
pundtually  executed.  The  march  lafts  many 
weeks:  the  fpace  leffens ;  and  the  creatures  find¬ 
ing  themfelves  clofe  preffed,flee  to  the  mountains 
and  forefts,  whence  they  are  foon  dillodged  by 
the  hunters  opening  their  dens  and  kennels 
with  fpades  and  mattocks ;  they  even  make  ufe 
of  ferrets  to  drive  them  out  of  their  burrows. 

Their  ufual  ground  failing  them  by  degrees, 
the  different  fpecies  mix  together.  Some  of 
the  animals  growing  furious  dart  on  the  weaker 
kinds  and  devour  them,  and  it  is  with  extreme 
difficulty  that  the  foldiers  contrive  to  chafe 

J 

them  forward  by  inceffant  ffiouts.  At  length, 
when  the  circle  is  fo  diminifhed  as  to  permit 
them  to  diftinguifh  all  the  beafts,  the  drums, 
cimbals,  and  a  variety  of  other  warlike  inffru- 
ments,  ftrike  up.  Their  founds,  joined  to  the 
ffiouts  and  cries  of  the  hunters  and  foldiers,  ter¬ 
rify  the  animals  to  fuch  a  degree  that  they  lofe 
all  their  native  ferocity  :  lions  and  tigers  are 
feeti  to  crouch,  and  bears  and  wild  boars,  like 
creatures  of  the  molt  timid  natures,  are  affright¬ 
ed  and  confounded. 

The  great-khan,  accompanied  by  his  fons 
and  principal  officers,  firft  enters  the  circle. 
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holding  his  drawn  fabre,  and  bow  and  arrows, 
and  begins  the  daughter  by  ftriking  the  moft 
favage  of  the  animals,  fome  of  whom,  refuming 
their  ferocity,  ftruggle  hard  to  defend  their  lives. 
The  emperor  then  retires  to  an  eminence, 
where  a  throne  has  been  previoufly  raifed, 
whence  he  views  the  attack,  from  which  no 
one  fhrinlfs,  however  great  the  danger  he  has 
to  brave.  When  the  princes  and  nobles  have 
given  fufficient  proofs  of  their  fkill  and  prowefs, 
the  youths  of  the  army  enter  the  fpace  and  con¬ 
tinue  the  carnage.  Such  was  the  chafe  of 
which  Jenghis  Khan  left  the  model  to  his  fuc- 
ceffors.  It  terminated  by  the  emperor’s  fons, 
yet  in  a  date  of  childhood,  advancing  and  en¬ 
treating  him  to  give  life  and  liberty  to  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  animals.  Both  thefe  requefts 
being  granted,  the  chafe  ended,  after  having 
continued  during  four  months. 

Jenghis  Khan  employed  fimilar  manoeuvres 
againft  Jalalo-ddin,  taking  all  his  cities  and  for- 
treffes,  encompaffing  him  on  every  fide,  till  he 
had  confined  him  in  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  Indus.  Reduced  to  this  extremity, 
the  fultan  determined  to  attempt  one  grand  de- 
cifive  blow.  He  burned  his  fhips,  to  deprive 
his  army  of  all  hope  of  efcape,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one,  referved  to  fave  his  family,  and 
then  waited  with  fortitude  the  enemy’s  ap¬ 
proach.  His  foldiers,  furrounded  like  the  ani- 
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mals  in  the  chafe,  defended  themfelves  like 
lions  and  tigers  roufed  from  their  momentary 
ftupor.  They  forced  many  of  the  Moguls  to 
bite  the  dull ;  but  numbers  prevailed.  Prefled 
on  every  fide,  the  Karazmians  took  refuge  in  the 
rocks,  whither  the  Tartar  cavalry  could  not 
penetrate.  Reduced  to  feven  hundred  men, 
Jalalo-ddin  found  it  impofhble  to  fuftain  a  fe- 
cond  attack.  The  veffel  deftined  to  tranfport 
his  unhappy  family  had  fpiit  -afunder  on  quit¬ 
ting  the  fhore,  and  thefe  children  of  misfortune 
were  doomed  to  remain  on  land.  The  prince 
embraced  his  mother,  wife,  and  offspring  j  burft- 
ing  into  tears,  tore  himfelf  from  their  endear¬ 
ments,  ftripped  off  his  cuirafs,  quitted  all  his 
arms,  except  his  fword  and  bow  and  qui¬ 
ver,  mounts  a  frefh  horfe,  and  plunged  into  the 
river. 

Jenghis  Khan  haftened  to  the  water-edge. 
The  fultan,  from  the  middle  of  the  flream, 
emptied  his  quiver  againft  him,  as  if  in  defiance. 
The  Tartar,  admiring  his  courage,  prevented 
fome  Mogul  captains  from  purfuing  him ;  and  ad¬ 
drefling  his  children  who  furrounded  him,  faid: 
<c  Happy  the  father  who  can  boaft  of  fuch  a 
“  fon  !  He  who  can  brave  the  dangers  this 
“  prince  has  juft  efcaped  can  encounter  a  thou- 
“  fand  others ;  and  a  prudent  man  at  enmity 
“  with  him,  would  be  always  on  his  guard.” 
This  admiration,  which  might  be  miftaken  for 
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compaffion,  endured  but  for  a  moment.  The  un¬ 
fortunate  family  was  brought  into  his  prefence, 
and  maffacred  by  his  command.  Jalalo-ddin 
having  fafely  reached  the  oppofite  bank,  paffed 
the  night  in  a  tree  from  fear  of  the  wild  beads. 
The  next  day,  while  wandering  forrowfully 
along  the  ffiore,  he  met  a  fmall  company  of  his 
foldiers,  with  three  of  his  confidential  friends, 
who  had  found  a  boat  to  follow  him.  They  in¬ 
formed  him  of  the  efcape  of  two  thoufand  of  his 
forces  from  the  fird  engagement.  At  the  fame 
time  an  officer  of  his  houfehold  joined  him  with 
a  boat  laden  with  arms,  provifions,  money,  and 

i  - 

clothing  for  the  troops.  With  thefe  fuccours 
he  eftabliffied  himfelf  in  India;  but  this  could 
not  obliterate  the  remembrance  of  his  former 
kingdom.  Thither  he  returned ;  his  courage 
fudained  him  for  fome  time  againd  the  ffiafts  of 
his  bad  fortune  ;  but  at  length,  finking  beneath 
the  load,  he  died  in  obfcurity  ffiortly  after 
Jenghis  Khan. 

While  this  prince,  on  one  fide  of  his  empire, 
had  fixed  the  Indus  as  its  limit,  his  lieutenants 
on  the  other  fubjugated  Perfia,  enclofed  the 
Cafpian  fea  within  his  dominion,  and  carried 
their  victorious  arms  as  far  as  Iconium,’  wffiofe 
fultans,  and  fome  other  Turkifh  fovereigns,  they 
rendered  tributaries.  As  foon  as  the  princes 
and  generals  were  returned  from  their  feveral 
expeditions,  he  affembled  them  in  a  plain  of 
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twenty-one  miles  in  extent  ;  but  this  fpace, 
though  great,  fcarcely  afforded  room  for  the  tents 
and  equipages  of  thofe  who  were  convoked. 
The  khan’s  quarters  alone  occupied  nearly  fix 
miles  in  circumference  ;  the  tent  deftined  for 
the  affeinbly  might  contain  about  two  thoufand 
perfons ;  its  covering  was  white,  to  diftinguifh 
it  from  all  the  reft.  A  magnificent  throne  was 
eredied  on  it,  and  the  black  felt  was  not  for¬ 
gotten  on  which  the  monarch  fat  when  he  firft 
took  the  name  of  Jenghis  Khan;  a  fymbol  of 
the  original  poverty  of  the  Moguls,  which  al¬ 
ways  continued  an  objeft  of  veneration  among, 
them  ;  though  they  already  had  eftranged  them- 
felves  from  their  primitive  fimplic-ity,  and  all  the 
luxury  of  Afia  glittered  in  their  attire,  horfes, 
harnefs,  arms,  and  furniture.  The  emperor  re¬ 
ceived  the  homage 'of  his  powerful  vaffals  with. 
majefty1,  and  that  of  his  children  and  grand¬ 
children,  who  were  introduced  to  kifs  his  hand, 
with  tendernefs.  He  gracioufly  accepted  their 
prefents,  and  in  return  diftributed  among  them 
very  magnificent  donations.  The  foldiery  alfo 
partook  of  his  liberality. 

■  Although  the  neceffary  regulations  for  fo  vaft 
an  empire  muft  have  been  numerous,  Jagatay, 
his  minifter,  had  arranged  the  laws  in  fuch  ex¬ 
cellent  order,  that  everything  was  adjufted  with¬ 
out  difficulty.  As  the  Khan  loved  to  fpeak  in 
public,  he  availed  hitnfelf  of  this  opportunity  to 
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pronounce  an  oration  in  favour  of  his  code  of 
laws  ;  to  the  obfervance  of  which  he  attributed 
all  his  fucceffes  and  conquefts,  which  he  enume¬ 
rated  with  great  exadlnefs.  The  ambaffadors  and 
envoys  from  the  different  countries  reduced  un¬ 
der  his  obedience  were,  by  his  order,  then  ad¬ 
mitted,  to  whom  he  gave  audience,  and  difmiffed 
them  all  well  fatisfied  with  his  reception.  The 
ceremonial  terminated  with  a  grand  feftival, 
which  continued  many  days,  accompanied  with 
banquets,  at  which  was  ferved  whatever  was 
moft  exquifite  in  liquors,  fruits,  and  game, 
throughout  his  immenfe  dominions. 

This  fpecies  of  triumph  was  followed  by 
further  enterprizes,  always  crowned  with  victory. 
Profperity  was  his  conftant  attendant,  and  never 
quitted  him  to  the  tomb.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  feventy,  after  a  reign  of  twenty-two  years  j 
to  the  lateft  period  of  his  exiftence  preferving 
an  undimilhed  authority  over  all  the  furround- 

. 

ing  nations.  He  left  his  throne  to  his  fon  Oktay  ; 
and  commanded  that  Toley,  another  of  his 
children,  fhould  affume  the  regency  till  his  bro¬ 
ther,  who  was  then  abfent,  fhould  return. 

The  nobles,  generals,  minifters,  and  the  princes 
his  relatives,  proffrated  themfelves,  and  folemnly 
promifed  to  fee  his  will  executed.  His  funeral 
was  conduced  in  a  ftyle  of  fuperior  magnifi¬ 
cence,  unfullied  with  the  human  facrifices  which 
enfanguined  the  tombs  of  his  fucceffors.  His 
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fepulchre,  raifed  with  unadorned  fimplicity  be¬ 
neath  the  thade  of  a  fpreading  tree,  under  which 
he  had  loved  to  repofe,  became  an  object  of  ve¬ 
neration  to  the  people,  who  delighted  in  embel- 
lilhing  it. 

Jenghis  Khan  merited  this  refpe£t  ariling  from 
efteem,  if  we  confider  his  extraordinary  quali¬ 
ties.  He  poffeffed  all  thofe  which  characterize  a 
conqueror  :  a  genius  capable  of  conceiving  great 
and  arduous  defigns,  and  prudence  equal  to 
their  execution ;  a  native  and  perfuafive  elo¬ 
quence  ;  a  degree  of  patience  enabling  him  to 
endure  and  overcome  fatigue ;  an  admirable 
temperance;  a  fuperior  underltanding,  and  a 
penetrating  mind  that  inftantly  feized  the  mea- 
fure  proper  to  adopt,  His  military  talents 
are  confpicuous  in  his  fuccefsfully  introduc¬ 
ing  a  ftrift  difcipline  and  fevere  police  among 
the  Tartars,  till  then  indocile  to  the  curb  of  re- 
ftraint.  Every  thing  was  regulated,  whether 
fervice,  recompenfe,  or  punilhment.  Wine 
was  no  excufe,  neither  were  birth  and  power  a 
palliation  for  error.  The  religion  he  profeffed 
was  deifm,  but  his  fubjeCts  were  individually 
permitted  to  embrace  that  they  preferred,  pro¬ 
vided  they  believed  in  one  only  God ;  and  no 
perfon  was  fuffered  to  be  perfecuted  for  his 
faith.  Some  of  his  children,  and  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  were  chriftians;  fomejews  and  ma- 
hometans,  without  his  exprefiing  any  difappro- 
bation. 
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His  Jaws  vcere  (imple,  fuitable  to  a  new-form¬ 
ed  people,  who  have  few  focial  compacts.  They 
command  the  belief  of  one  only  God  :  that  the 
chiefs  of  febts,  and-minifters  of  worfhip  of  what¬ 
ever  denomination,  fhould  be  exempt  from  taxes; 
as  alfo  phyficians :  that  no  perfon,  or  his  life 
fhould  pay  the  forfeit,  fhould  caufe  himfelf  to  be 
proclaimed  great-khan,  unlefs  he  fhould  have 
been  previoufly  elected  at  a  general  diet  :  that 
no  treaty  of  peace  fhould  be  entered  into  with 
any  king,  prince,  or  nation,  until  they  were  fir  ft 
fubdued.  Each  fubject  is  obliged  to  ferve  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  whatever  way  his  talents  may  be  of  utility. 
No  Mogul  fhall  ever  make  a  Mogul  his  fervant, 
under  pain  of  death.  No  Tartar  fhall  give  meat 
or  drink  to  a  flave  who  is  not  his  property,  with¬ 
out  his  mailer’s  leave  ;  confequently  defertion 
became  very  difficult. 

The  puniihments  to  be  inflibted  on  offend¬ 
ers  was  fixed.  Adultery  was  punifnable  with 
death.  The  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  offering  their 
wives  to  their  guefts  and  friends,  murmured  at 
this  law :  Jenghiz  Khan  left  them  in  poffeffion 
of  their  cuftom  ;  but  he  declared  them  infamous. 
Polygamy  was  permitted  in  the  greateft  extent ; 
but  marriage  prohibited  in  the  firft  and  fgcond 
degrees  of  affinity. 

To  multiply  alliances  between  families,  they 
might  even  take  place  among  the  dead  ;  in  this 
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manner  the  nuptial  contract  flhould  be  written, 
and  the  ceremony  performed  between  a  defunct  / 
man  and  woman.  By  that  mean  the  deceafed 
parties  were  considered  as  married,  and  the  fami¬ 
lies  allied  in  reality.  This  cuftom  is  ftill  preva¬ 
lent  among  the  Tartars.  They  throw  the  con¬ 
trail  into  the  fire,  and  imagine  that  the  flames 
will  waft  it  to  the  wedded  pair,  who  will  be 
efpoufed  in  the  other  world.  It  was  prohibited, 
under  pain  of  death,  to  defpoil  the  enemy  ere  the 
general  had  granted  leave.  Unfortunately  under 
this  reign  leave  was  never  refufed.  After  the 
example  of  their  potentate,  all  Jenghis  Khan’s 
chieftains  were  fanguinary  and  inexorable.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  leaf!  exaggerated  calculation,  not 
fewer'than  two  millions  of  men  fell  beneath  the 
murdering  fvvord,  without  reckoning  the  number 
that  affliction,  and  the  horrors  of  flavery,  conlign- 
ed  to  the  grave;  there  were  probably  fifty  thoufand 
cities  demoliflied,  fome  of  them  entirely  deflat¬ 
ed,  the  very  veftiges  of  which  fcarcely  remain. 

A  queen,  greatly  beloved  by  her  fubjeils,  was 
taken  captive  by  Jenghis  Khan,  who  led  her  in 
chains  in  the  midft  of  his  wives,  on  an  elevated 
car,  through  the  ftates  fhe  had  governed.  Was 
this  procedure  the  barbarous  vanity  of  the  con¬ 
queror,  or  an  awful  warning  to  the  people,  that 
they  had  irrevocably  paffed  under  a  foreign  do¬ 
minion?.  In  whatever  view  we  confider  this  ac- 
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Oktay, 
1226. ■ 


tion,  it  will  not  imprefs  us  with  a  very  favour® 
able  idea  of  Tartar  gallantry. 

Although  Oktay  had  been  declared  emperor 
by  his  father,  he  refufed  to  accept  the  crown 
till  it  fhould  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  hates. 
From  the  period  of  Jenghis  Khan’s  death  to  the 
meeting  of  the  aflembly  two  years  elapfed,  dur¬ 
ing  which  Toley  governed  wdth  univerfal  ap~ 
plaufe.  They  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
compulfatory  meafures  to  make  Oktay  burthen 
himfelf  wdth  the  fovereignty.  His  father  had 
feiedled  his  minifters  and  generals  with  fo  much 
judgment,  that  any  change  was  unnecefiary. 
The  new  emperor  placed  his  chief  confidence  in 
Yelu,  who  alfo  had  enjoyed  that  of  the  deceafed; 
a  man  of  integrity,  learned  in  the  laws,  of  con- 
fummate  prudence,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the 
good  of  the  empire.  At  the  head  of  his  ar¬ 
mies,  Oktay  placed  Toley  his  brother,  whom  he 
tenderly  loved,  and  never  had  reafon  to  repent 
his  choice. 

'His  talents  w7ere  of  fingular  utility  in  the  war 
which  his  father  left  him  to  profecute  againft  the 
inhabitants  of  fouthern  China,  whom  Jenghis 
Khan  had  intended  to  fubdue.  This  war  gave 
rife  to  various  traits  of  heroic  fortitude,  which 
deferve  notice.  Chin-in,  governor  of  a  town  of 
importance,  whofe  bravery  had  retarded  for 
fo  me'  time  its  falling  into  the  enemy’s  hands. 
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finding  he  could'  hold  out  no  longer,  as  it  was 
on  the  point  of  being  {formed,  urged  his  wife 
to  provide  for  her  fafety.  The  lady  replied  : 
££  Since  I  have  {hared  with  you  all  the  honours 
“  of  life,  I  will  alfo  (hare  your  tomb.”  She 
immediately  took  poifon,  and  gave  it  to  her 
children.  Chin-in,  after  prefiding  at  their  ob- 
fequies,  flew  himfelf,  and  the  town  was  taken. 

Uapua,  an  excellent  officer,  much  beloved 
and  efteemed,  having  been  taken  in  battle,  con- 
ftantly  refufed  to  live  on  condition  of  his  chang¬ 
ing  the  fervice.  “  I  am,”  faid  he,  ££  one  of  the 
<£  principal  generals  of  the  Kins :  I  wifli  to  die 
££  on  my  mafter’s  territory.”  They  granted  his 
requeft,  though  with  regret,  and  he  was  put  to 
death.  Ho-Shang,  a  prince  belonging  to  the 
imperial  houfe,  illuflrious  for  his  courage,  great- 
nefs  of  foul,  and  a  number  of  brilliant  actions, 
concealed  himfelf  during  a  defeat,  and  after¬ 
wards  came  forwards,  and  demanded  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  Toley.  He  thus  addrefled  him: 
“  My  name  is  Ho-Shang ;  I  am  one  of  the 
££  imperial  family.  I  command  the  battalion 
££  called  the  faithful:  three  times  have  your  ar- 
££  mies  fled  before  me.  I  would  not  die 
££  with  a  troop  of  obfcure  foldiers.  I  will  have 
££  my  fidelity  known  to  the  world;  pofterity  will 
££  do  juftice  to  my  memory.”  It  were  defirable 
that  the  Tartar  prince  hadfaved  fo brave  a  man; 
but  he  abandoned  him  to  the  foldiery,  who  firfl: 
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tortured,  and  then  maffacred  him.  Some  among 
'  them,  of  a  more  generous  nature,  poured  ca¬ 
mels’  milk  on  the  earth,  intreating  him,  lhould 
he  ever  revive,  to  return  and  live  with  the  Mo¬ 
guls. 

At  the  liege  of  Pienking,  the  capital,  the  Tar¬ 
tars  employed  machines  which  threw  whole 
mill-ltones  at  once.  The  Chinefe  ufed  different 
inventions  of  various  forms  to  throw  fire,  and 
which  they  called  pau,  an  imitative  found,  ex- 
preflive  of  the  noife  of  an  explofion.  With  ! 
thefe  alfo  they  hurled  globes  of  iron  filled  with 
powder,  which  burfting  on  their  being  fet  on 
fire,  produced  a  report  refembling  thunder. 
This  fire  penetrated  the  foldiers’  breaftplates, 
and  confumed  all  within  two  thoufand  feet 
around.  To  diflodge  the  befiegers  from  the 
mines  they  were  digging  under  their  footfteps, 
the  befieged  lowered  thefe  globes,  fupported  by 
chains  of  iron,  from  the  walls  ;  they  caught  fire 
at  the  entrance  of  the  fubterraneous  paffage  by 
means  of  a  match,  and  hurled  deftruftion  among 
the  enemy,  who  wTere  extremely  difmayed  at 
thefe  arms,  as  wrell  as  at  the  halberds  of  fire 
which  the  Chinefe  likewrfe  employed.  Thefe 
murderous  effects,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  gun¬ 
powder,  renders  it  probable,  contrary  to  the  re¬ 
ceived  opinion,  that  from  the  early  periods  of  the 
thirteenth  century  the  Chinefe  made  ufe  of  pow¬ 
der  for  other  purpofes  befides  fire-works  sn  their 
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feftivals.  In  the  fhort  fpace  of  fixteen  days  and 
nights,  the  number  of  the  flain  on  both  fides 
amounted  to  a  million  ! 

The  Chinefe  emperor  was  named  Sheu.  To 
judge  of  him  by  his  actions  he  certainly  was  not 
deficient  in  courage,  but  he  was  indecifive  in 
his  difpofition,  without  talents  for  governing, 
and  ignorant  of  men  and  manners.  He  chal¬ 
lenged  the  enemy,  retreated,  and  returned  to  the 
charge ;  defended  a  fortrefs,  and  abandoned  it. 
This  want  of  fteadinefs  reduced  his  affairs  to 
the  ntoft  deplorable  diforder :  he  loft  the  efleem 
of  his  people,  but  not  their  affetlion.  Sheu 
was  confcious  of  his  faults.  Obferving  one  day 
in  a  city  through  which  he  fled  with  all  his  fa¬ 
mily  that  his  fubjefts  were  in  tears,  he  faid  to 
them — “  I  do  not  defire  that  you  fhould  think 
“  much  of  me;  but  remember  the  obligations 
“  you  owe  to  my  anceftors.”  At  thefe  words 
their  fobs  broke  forth  afrelh.  This  prince,  the 
fport  of  fortune,  inftead  of  the  brilliant  retinue 
of  prol'perity,  faw  himfelf  furrounded  with  that 
of  misfortune,  ingratitude,  infolence,  and  the 
tyranny  of  thofe  whom  himfelf  had  raifed  to 
power.  One  of  the  latter,  under  the  pretext 
of  anxiety  for  the  emperor’s  fafety,  kept  him 
clofe  prifoner  in  his  palace,  but  . with  the  real 
defign  of  making  advantageous  terms  with  the 
enemy.  How  often  did  the  unfortunate  mo¬ 
narch  exclaim,  while  gfoaning  under  the  iron 

03 


98 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


chains  of  perfidy — £c  Oh  !  how  much  do  I  la- 
“  jnent  I  did  not  better  choofe  my  officers  ! 
“  How  great  is  my  grief  at  being  confined  by  a 
fC  Have,  whom  I  have  loaded  with  favours  |M  He 
at  length  was  liberated  by  fome  of  his  faithful 
fubjefts,  who  put  the  traitor  to  death. 

The  emperor  was  then  lhut  up  in  his  laft  re¬ 
maining  town,  the  fiege  of  which  the  Tartars 
purfued  with  unremitting  animofity.  The 
wretched  inhabitants  endured  the  mod  dreadful 
extremes  of  famine.  After  having  eaten  the 
horfes,  they  boiled  the  leather  of  their  faddles, 
boots,  and  drums.  The  old  men,  the  infirm, 
and  many  of  the  prisoners  and  wounded,  were 
killed  for  fufienance,  and  the  remaining  fol- 
diers  poupded  the  bones  of  men  and  animals, 
and  mixed  them  with  dried  herbs  to  make 
a  horr"d  pcLage.  Thefe  woeful  extremities 
determined  Sheu  to  make  a  laft  and  defperate 
effort  to  repulfe  his  enemies.  He  fallied  out  at 
the  head  of  the  remnant  of  his  braveft  troops, 
but  a^ain  was  driven  back.  The  Tartars  be- 
came  matters  of  a  breach,  through  which  they 
were  on  the  point  of  fpreading  themfelves  over 
the  town. 

The  e  mperor  fent  in  hafte  for  Cheng-Lin, 
one  of  his  relatives,  and  conjured  him,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  all  the  nobles,  to  accept  the  empire. 
tc  If  you  fhould  efcape,”  faid  he,  “  you  will 
**  continue  our  race,  and  revive  the  fplendor  of 
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cc  this  depreffed  throne.  With  regard  to  rnyfeif/’ 
added  he,  ‘c  daring  ten  years  that  I  have  filled  the 
**  throne,  I  have  committed  no  heinous  crime  to 
<c  burthen  my  confidence;  I  have  no  fear  of 
<c  death.  I  obferve  that  all  the  dynafties  have 
<c  finifhed  under  princes  either  brutal,  drunken, 
“  covetous,  or  debauched  ;  you  know  I  am  not 
“  fuch :  but  notwithftanding  the  dynafty  of  the 
“  Kins  ends  with  me,  and  I  fee  with  grief  that 
<c  thofe  princes  under  whom  the  dynafties  have 
<(  terminated,  in  genera],  have  been  expofed  to 
<c  infults,  outrage,  imprifonment,  and  ignominy, 
tf  I  declare  to  you  this  day  that  fuch  filial!  never 
“  be  my  fate.”  Then  clothing  himfelf  in  a 
coarfe  garment,  he  rufhed  furioufiy  on  the  Tar¬ 
tars  as  they  advanced.  Death,  which  he  fought 
in  the  midffi  of  the  enemy,  ftill  refpeded  him. 
On  the  point  of  being  taken  prifoner,he  retreated 
to  a  houfe  which  he  had  previoufly  caufed  to 
be  furrounded  with  faggots  and  ftraw,  and  or¬ 
dered  it  to  be  fet  on  fire  as  foon  as  he  was 
dead.  He  then  fell  on  his  fword,  expired,  and 
the  houfe  was  confumed. 

When  Jenghis  Khan  firffc  became  matter  of 
part  of  the  Kin  dominions,  fome  of  his  avari¬ 
cious  courtiers  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him 
that  the  country  would  be  ufelefs,  unlefs  he  put 
the  inhabitants  to  death,  and  that  then  it  might 
be  converted  into  fine  patturage,  capable  of  con- 
fiderable  produce.  Without  doubt  thofe  rapa- 
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cious  and  cruel  projeflors  intended  to  have  em¬ 
ployed  mercenaries  of  their  own  choofing,  who 
would  haVe  returned  them  the  produfi,  from 
whence  rauft  have  flowed  immenfe  wealth.  The 
minifter  Yelu  prevented  the  execution  of  this 
barbarous  project.  Turning  to  the  emperor  he 
>  faid  :  “You  poflefs  but  a  very  fmall  por- 
“  tion  of  China,  but  by  eftablifhing  good 
tc  regulations,  the  arable  lands,  the  fait,  the 
“  iron,  the  profits  arifing  from  the  riveis, 
“  and  other  merchandize,  may  return  you  an- 
<c  nualiy  confiderable  revenues  in  money,  pro- 
“  vifions,  and  different  commodities  without 
“  oppreffing  the  people.”  He  added:  “  A  con- 
‘c  queror  fhould  feek  renown  by  other  means 
“  than  maffacres  ;  it  is  true  there  muft  be  fol- 
<£  diers  and  chieftains  to  fight,  but  there  muft 
“  alfo  be  magiftrates  to  govern,  peafants  to  la- 
“  bour,  merchants  to  traffic,  mandarins  to  take 
“  care  of  the  revenues  of  the  empire,  and  even 
<c  perfons-of  learning  to  inffrufit  the  people  and 
<c  fubdue  the  human  foul.”  This  fa^e  coun- 
fel  germinated  in  the  comprehenfive  mind  of 
JenghisKhan,  andproduced  excellent  eflfefitsj  but 
thefe  were  ftill  increafed  under  Oktay,  who  was 
alfo  fenfible  of  their  great  importance.  He  com¬ 
mitted  the  execution  of  his  plan  to  his  minifter 
Yelu,  whofe  regulations,  founded  in  prudence 
and  eq  :ity.  rendered  commerce  and  agriculture 
equally  flourifhing.  He  eftablifhed  duties,  and 
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fixed  the  taxes.  The  emperor  received  a  tenth 
on  wine,  rice,  and  corn,  and  a  thirtieth  on  all 
other  commodities.  It  feems  that  the  fait  was 
partly  farmed.  This  minifter  afterwards  op- 
pofed  an  augmentation  on  the  duties  which  was 
propofed  by  the  contractors,  but  his  argument 
did  not  prevail.  He  fighed  deeply,  and  faid 
aloud — “  That  the  mifery  to  which  they  were 
“  reducing  the  Chinefe,  would  foon  be  followed 
t(  by  ftill  greater  misfortunes.” 

When  Oktay  afcended  the  throne  he  divided 
the  provinces  among  his  brothers,  relations,  and 
principal  nobility,  who  under  his  rigid  infpec- 
tion  governed  with  perfeft  moderation.  By  this 
mean  lie  enjoyed  a  tranquil  reign,  but  its  dura¬ 
tion  was  only  of  thirteen  years.  He  was  aged 
fixty-five,  and  died  after  a  fplendid  repaft,  in 
confeqUence  of  too  much  indulgence.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  this-  prince  was  very  inimical  to  in- 
Tormers,  and  meannefs  of  any  fort.  There  was 
a  law  extant  prohibiting,  under  pain  of  death, 
the  cutting  the  throats  of  animals,  and  com¬ 
manding  they  fhould  be  ripped  up,  and  the 
heart  torn  out.  This  law,  like  all  thofe  of  a 
fimilar  narure,  had  a  political  tendency,  viz.  that 
of  familiarizing  the  Moguls  to  the  cuftom  of 
eating  the  entrails  of  animals,  which  before 
they  dared  not  touch.  A  mahometan  bought 
a  flieep,  and  cut  off  its  head.  A  Mogul,  having 
obferved  him  fhut  his  door  very  cautioufly,  fuf- 
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pefted  his  intention,  climbed  on  the  roof,  wit- 
nefled  the  whole  tranfa&ion,  arrefted  the  delin¬ 
quent,  and  led  him  before  the  emperor.  Ok¬ 
tay,  after  a  few  minutes’  reflexion,  acquitted  the 
mahometan,  becaufe  the  precautions  he  had 
taken  to  conceal  the  fa£i  proved  his  refpecl  for 
the  laws ;  and  condemned  the  Mogul  to  death, 
becaufe  he  had  infringed  the  public  fafety  by 
climbitig  on  his  neighbour’s  roof  unknown  to 
him. 

Khan^l  After  the  deceafe  of  Oktay,  the  emprefs 

Tolyekona  caufed  herfelf  to  be  acknowledged 

regent,  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of 

Yelu,  who  infilled  that,  according  to  the  late 

emperor’s  intention,  his  grand  fon  Sheleymen 

ought  to  be  proclaimed.  The  artful  widow, 

without  difputing  his  pretenfions,  fufpended  the 

nomination  for  two  years  ;  and  when  fire  was 

affured  of  the  fuftrages,  fhe  named  her  own  fon 

Kay iik.  By  infenfible  degrees  fhe  alfo  found 

means  to  deprive  the  minifter  of  his  power.  It 

is  even  faid  that  he  died  of  grief  in  confequence 

of  it ;  but  this  is  furprizing,  for  no  man  ever 

poflefled  fuch  various  refources  to  confole  him 

in  difgrace.  Yelu  was  extremely  learned  in  thq 
» 

Chinefe  fciences.  After  his  death,  his  enemies 
propofed  that  his  wealth  fliould  undergo  a 
thorough  examination  but  their  fearch  covered 
them  with  fhame.  They  found  very  little  money, 
but  a  great  number  of  volumes  written  by  his 
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own  hand,  on  the  fubjecls  of  hiftory,  aftronomy, 
agriculture,  government,  and  commerce;  medals, 
mufieal  inftruments,  old  hooks,  and  antique  in- 
fcriptions  engraved  on  hones,  metals,  and  marble. 
In  bis  travels  he 'had  carefully  collected  thefe 
curiofities  in  lieu  of  the  riches  which  he  might 
have  amafled.  He  was  endowed  in  an  eminent 
degree  with  all  the  qualities  of  a  great  mini  her; 
an  inflexible  fteadlnefs,  extraordinary  prefence 
of  mind,  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  countries 
under  his  maker’s  authority,  difcernment  in  the 
choice  -of  perfons  he  employed,  and  certain  re- 
fources,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  both  of  vaft  fums  of 
money  and  provifions.  He  made  confiderable  ex¬ 
penditures  to  draw  artificers,  officers,  engineers, 
and  learned  men  from  every  part,  into  the  Mogul 
dominions.  He  was  conftantly  labouring  to  infpire 
the  princes  with  a  love  for  the  people,  and  the 
people  with  an  abhorrence  for  carnage  and  ra¬ 
pine.  At  the  facking  of  the  capital  of  China,  and 
the  king’s  palaces,  while  the  reft  were  infatiable 
of  plunder,  all  he  took  for  his  portion  confifted  of 
fome  geographical  maps,  fome  books  and  paint¬ 
ings,  and  a  few  parcels  of  rhubarb,  which  he 
afterwards  employed  in  curing  the  foldiers  of  a 
malignant  epidemic  fever. 

It, is  impoffible  to  be  too  Iaviffi  of  the  praifes 
due  to  Y  elu  for  his  endeavours  to  reform  the 
morals  and  character  of  the  Moguls.  He  was 
their  firft  teacher,  and  in  quality  of  legiflator,  he 


arranged  a  calendar  for  their  ufe,  and  inftltuted 
falatary  regulations  refpedting  the  finances,  com¬ 
merce,  duties,  the  public  granaries,  and  the 
fubordination  of  the  officers,  both  of  the  civil 
and  military  department.  The  natural  ferocity 
of  the  Moguls,  their  ignorance,  their  early  edu¬ 
cation,  all  concurred  in  oppofing  formidable 
obftacles  to  his  defigns,  but  his  energy  enabled 
him  to  furmount  them.  Under  his  adminiflration 
the  cuftom  of  choofing  the  moft  beautiful  young 
females  for  the  emperor’s  palace  was  abolifhed. 
In  fine,  it  may  be  faid  that  the  power  this  great 
man  enjoyed  under  jenghis  Khan,  and  Oktay, 
does  honour  to  their  memory.  The  annals  of 
China  relate  that,  towards  this  period,  the  Tartars 
penetrated  into  countries  whofe  inhabitants 
had  blue  eyes,  and  long  hair  ;  and  where  the 
days  were  fo  long,  at  the  fummer  folftice,  that 
there  was  fcarcely  any  night.  Thefe  traits  ac¬ 
quaint  us  with  their  irruptions  into  Ruffia, 
Poland,  Moravia,  and  as  far  as  Bohemia,  Auftria, 
and  Hungary. 

The  emprefs  ToJyekona  poflefled  vaft  autho¬ 
rity  under  Kayuk.  This  prince  is  much  blamed 
for  not  having  governed  by  himfelf,  for  having 
buffered  his  mother  and  the  nobility  to  ufurp  too 
great  a  ihare  of  power,  and  for  having  been  too 
favourably  inclined  towards  the  bonfes  and 
lamas.  Hifiory  commends  his  beneficence,  and 
the  courage  he  difplayed  in  war.  He  com- 
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manded  his  armies  in  perfon  at  the  conquefl  of 
Korea,  and  the  nations  he  fubdued  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Cafpian  fea.  He  is  reproached  for  his 
exceflive  prodigality.  The  people  murmured 
loudly,  and  made  heavy  complaints  of  their  being 
obliged  to  furnifh  horfes  to  the  nobles,  who 
were  riding  port  both  night  and  day,  and  were 
much  difpleafed  at  the  enormous  expenfe  of  the 
court  in  jewels  and  precious  ftones,  which  were 
bought  at  aftonifhing  fums  of  the  mahometan 
merchants,  while  the  treafury  fcarceJy  contained 
fufficient  to  pay  the  numerous  armies  that  were 
forced  to  be  kept  on  foot.  Kayuk  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-three,  after  a  reign  of  eight  years. 
Although  he  left  fons,  the  dowager  Talyekona, 
and  the  favourite  widow  Wauli-hamiih,  undertook 
to  caufe  the  fame  Shelyemen  whom  the  former 
had  difplaced  on  account  of  her  fon  Kayuk  to 
be  nominated,  In'  the  hope  of  enjoying  this 
dignity,  Shelyeman  lived  as'  emperor  during  the 
two  years  which  the  regency  of  the  two  prin- 
ceffes  continued,  till  the  dates  were  affembled  ; 
when,  to  the  amazement  of  the  prince  and  his 
proteftreffes,  the  choice  fell  on  Mengko,  who 
was  like  wife  grandfon  to  J^nghis  Khan,  but  not 
of  the  reigning  branch. 


After  the  preceding  events,  it  is  not  furprizing  Mengko, 
that  there  fliould  be  fome  attempts  made  in  125c. 
favour  of  him  who  had  flood  on  the  very  fleps  of 
the  throne.  The  commotions  extended  through 
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feveral  provinces  of  the  empire  ;  but  Mengko 
foon  calmed  them  by  the  firmnefs  and  celerity 
of  his  meafures,  and  his  precaution  of  encamping 
a  good  army  near  Korakorom  the  royal  refidence. 
He  is  charged  with  the  cruelty  of  having  put  to 
death  the  two  empreffes,  whofe  rebellion  ap¬ 
parently  could  not  be  clearly  proved,  as  they 
were  executed  under  the  accufation  of  witch¬ 
craft,  the  crime  of  thofe  who  have  none.  The 
prince  Shelyemen  was  Imprifoned  in  a  fortrefs, 
and  heard  no  more  of.  The  emperor,  to  gain 
the  affection  of  the  more  enlightened  part  of  his 
fubjefls,  offered  a  folemn  facrifice  to  heaven  on 
a  mountain,  according  to  the  Chinefe  rites, which 
ceremony  he  renewed  at  hated  intervals.  He 
attached  himfelf  to  one  of  the  prevailing  religions 
of  the  country,  that  of  the  lamas,  to  which  he 
appointed  a  chief,  under  the  name  of  doflor  and 
mailer  of  the  emperor.  He  relieved  himfelf 
alfo  from  the  burthen  of  the  government  of 
China,  by  creeling  fiefs  for  the  princes  of  his 
houfe,  as  an  indemnification  of  former  fervices, 
and  referved  the  fovereigntv  for  himfelf. 

The  heft  portioned  in  this  manner  was  his 
brother  Kublay,  who  bears  an  exalted  name  in 
hifiory.  He  chofe  a  Chinefe  called  Yau-fhu  for 
his  minifter,  whofe  integrity  was  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  whofe  prudence  was  fuperior. 
The  prince  fixed  a  firm  refolution  to  be  guided 
by  his  counfel,  and  had  no  reafon  to  repent. 
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As  it  always  happens  after  fuccefsful  wars,  there 
were  towns  and  villages  deftitute  of  inhabitants, 
and  vaft  and  beautiful  countries  rendered  defert. 
Y au-fh  u  alfembled  as  many  peafants  and  labourers 
as  he  could,  divided  the  lands  among  them,  and 
provided  them  with  every  thing  neceffary  for 
their  culture.  '  He  regulated  what  quantity  of 
produce  fhould  be  given  annually  as  well  for  the 
duties  to  the  emperor,  as  for  the  magazines  and 
public  granaries.  Thefe  arrangements  were 
very  grateful  to  the  Chinefe,  who  were  charmed 
that  the  prince  cultivated  the  fciences,  and 
efteemed  their  cuftoms.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Tartars  being  well  paid,  were  fully  fatisfied. 
Kublay  diftinguilhed  officers  of  merit,  and  con- 
fulted  thofe  who  were  experienced  ;  he  partook 
of  the  exercife  of  the  bow  and  arrow  with  thofe 
who  joined  the  chace,  and  in  all  things  con¬ 
formed  to  their  inclination. 

This  mild  and  moderate  government  was  re- 
prefented  to  the  emperor  by  the  calumniators 
of  that  prince  as  a  fcheme  formed  to  render 
himfelf  independent.  Mengko,  but  too  eafily 
led  to  fufpicion,  began  by  depriving  his  brother 
of  his  government,  and  breaking  thofe  generals 
who  appeared  too  much  attached  to  him.  In 
their  place  he  nominated  officers,,  and  mandarins 
to  try  thofe  who  were  criminal.  Kublay,  dis¬ 
concerted  by  this  difgrace,  fo  little  merited, 
felt  himfelf  difpofed  to  flv  to  arms  ;  but  as  he 
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undertook  nothing  without  the  advice  of  Yau-fhu, 
fo  by  his  counfel  he  fet  off  unattended  by  either 
guards  or  troops,  and  went  and  threw  himfelf 
into  the  emperor’s  arms.  At  the  fight  of  his 
brother’s  humility  and  confidence,  Mengko’s 
tendernefs  revived.  He  repeatedly  embraced 
Kublay,  while  tears  flowed  down  his  cheeks, 
revoked  his  orders,  and  appointed  him  to  full 
and  unlimited  authority  during  the  war  he  was 
entering  on  againft  the  Sorrg,  a  people  of  China 
he  wifhed  to  reduce  under  his  fceptre.  But  his 
meafures  were  badly  concerted,  and  a  fiege  car¬ 
ried  on  at  an  improper  time  coft  him  his  life. 
He  fell,  covered  with  wounds,  before  a  town  he 
was  attempting  to  florin.  He  was  fifty-two  years 
of  age,  and  had  reigned  nine. 

KuUay,  ^th  While  he  was  expiring  on  the  ramparts  of 
2;>9  the  Song,  his  brother  was  attacking  them  on 
the  oppofite  fide.  When  informed  of  the  em¬ 
peror’s  death,  he  immediately  haftened  and  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  who  had  loft 
their  chief.  He  at  firft  rejefted  the  very  advan¬ 
tageous  conditions  offered  him  by  Kya-tfe  tau, 
minifter  to  Li  tfong,  emperor  of  the  Song;  but 
he  afterwards  accepted  them,  on  hearing  that 
Alipuko,  his  brother,  afpired  to  the  crown,  and 
wras  then  with  a  great  army  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Korakorom,  the  ancient  capital,  Meng- 
ko  had  built  a  new  one,  called  Chan-tu.  f he 
treaty  between  the  Tartars  and  the  dong  was 
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agreeable  to  both  emperors ;  to  the  Tartar,  be- 
caufe  he  obtained  a  fubfidy;  to  the  Song,  be- 
caufe  his  minifter  concealed  from  him  that  dif- 
honourable  condition,  and  perfuaded  him  that 
the  peace,  in  all  refpe&s  glorious,  was"  the  juft 
recompenfe  of  the  courage  of  his  troops,  and  the 
viftories  they  had  obtained.  Tranquil  on  that 
fide,  Kublay  marched  againft  his  brother,  who 
had  a  powerful  party  of  adherents,  gave  him 
battle,  and  obliged  him  to  feek  his  fafety  in 
flight. 

Kublay  then  a  item  bled  round  him  wife  and 
able  minifters, from  whofe united  counfelsrefulted 
the  excellent  regulations  which  have  rendered 
illuftrious  the  reign  of  that  prince.  There  was, 
however,  one  of  the  number  who  counteracted 
the  good  intentions  of  the  reft.  He  had  difco- 
vered  his  mafter’s  foible,  who  loved  money,  and 
had  found  the  means  of  gratifying  it.  This  talent- 
rendered  the  emperor  deaf  to  the  remonftrances 
made  him  on  the  power  he  intruded  to  a  mi¬ 
nifter  who  diftionoured  him  by  his  exadtions. 
The  prince  thewed  no  difpleafure  at  the  liberty 
taken  by  thefe  honeft  people,  but  he  ftill  em¬ 
ployed  the  ufeful  financier  j  refembling,  in  that 
refpeCt,  many  other  perfons  who  fee  and  ap¬ 
prove  what  is  right,  but  who  do  what  is  wrong. 
In^every  thing  elfe  Kublay  may  be  confidered  as 
a  model  for  fovereigns.  He  prided  himfelf  on  his 
being  able  to  diftinguiih,  from  his  own  obferva- 
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tion,  thofe  among  his  fubjedts  who  might  contri¬ 
bute  to  give  fplendour  to  his  reign,  either  by 
arms,  fcience,  or  commerce.  He  made  it  a  law 
to  patronize  all  perfons  of  merit,  without  any 
diftiuction  of  nation  or  religion.  Prior  to  that 
period,  the  Tartars  had  refpedted  military  talents 
only.  Kublayraifed  into  greater  efteem  the  learn¬ 
ed  mandarins,  to  whom  he  confided  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  people,  and  the  adminiftering  of  juf- 
tice  to  individuals.  He  fixed  their  number,  rank, 
authority,  employment,  and  falary.  He  efta- 
blifhed  tribunals  of  war,  commerce,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  public  works  ;  eredled  a  palace  in 
honour  of  his  anceftors,  and  was  the  fir  ft  Mogul 
prince  who  attended  in  perfon  to  pay  his  re- 
fpedfs  there.  The  obfervance  of  the  ceremonies 
performed  on  that  occafion  are  become  an  affair 
of  ftate  in  China — a  ftricl  and  indifpenfable  duty, 
from  vCdiich  his  fucceffors  have  never  deviated. 
The  Chinefe  are  indebted  to  Kublay  for  their  firft 
fet  of  mathematical  inftruments,  which  he  col- 
ledfed  from  every  quarter  ;  with  original  and 
tranflated"  books.  He  founded  a  college  of  aftro- 
nomers  commiffi-oned  to  compile  the  almanac, 
ftate  the  returns  of  the  holidays,  and  whatever 
'has  a  reference  to  religion;  as  alfo  an  academy  of 
men  of  literature,  chiefly  employed  on  the  hiftory 
of  the  country,  the  members  of  which  are  called 
Hanlin,  and  are  held  in  high  eftimation.  In  fine, 
he  inftituted  cenfors  of  the  empire,  the  moil 
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lifeful  of  all  eftabliffiments,  if  courage  were  al¬ 
ways  the  attendant  of  vigilance. 

Kublay  charged  the  chief  lama  to  invent 
chara&ers  purpofely  for  the  Moguls,  who  till 
then  had  promifcuoufly  ufed  thofe  of  the  con¬ 
quered  nations.  He  made  them  to  reprefent 
founds,  in  contradiftin&ion  to  the  Chinefe  cha- 
rafters,  which  are  the  images  of  things.  The 
worthy  emperor  deemed  itnot  beneath  his  dignity 
to  interrogate  the  Moguls  himfelf  on  their  pro- 
grefs  in  the  fciences  ;  and  the  more  effe&uallyto 
infpire  emulation  by  example,  his  own  children 
were  educated  conformably  to  thefe  principles. 

Thefe  occupations  did  not  render  Kublay  ne-  1274. 
sleftful  of  what  was  due  to  him  from  the  Sons'. 

O  O 

He  fent  to  demand  the  tribute;  but  the  minifter 
Kya-tfe-tau,  to  prevent  the  expofure  of  his  turpi¬ 
tude,  caufed  theambaftadors  to  be  affaffinated  be¬ 
fore  they  reached  the  court.  This  a£t  of  treacher¬ 
ous  barbarity,  of  which  it  was  difficult  not  to  fuf- 
pe£t  the  monarch  as  an  accomplice,  drew  on  the 
latter  a  mold  fatal  war.  The  command  of  the  Mo¬ 
gul  armies  ufually  was  conferred  by  favour,  each 
minifter  prefenting  a  general  of  his  choice  ;  Kub¬ 
lay,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  depended  on  his  own 
judgment  only,  and  appointed  a  general,  named 
Peyen,  who  already  had  acquired  great  fame 
from  feveral  warlike  achievements.  There  are 
very  few  examples  on  record  of  a  war  in  which 
thp  fubje&s  difplayed  fo  much  energy  of  mind, 
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attachment  to  their  Sovereign,  and  patriotic 
zeal,  and  in  which  their  noble  efforts  were  lb 
feeble  ieconded  by  the  government.  It  was 
then  in  the  hands  of  a  woman,  the  grand- mother 
of  a  prince  of  twelve  rears  of  age.  who  was  en¬ 
tire;-.'  directed  bv  the  traitor  K'  a-tfe-tau.  How- 

j  * 

ever,  when  the  oubhc  affairs  began  to  wear  a 
threatening  afoecf,  the  difmiiied  him.  He  was 

O  7 

fhort’r  after  put  to  death  by  the  Moguls  in  a  re¬ 
treat  he  had  chofen  for  his  -eh deuce. 

All  the  valour,  all  the  add  refs  of  Peyen,  joined 
to  the  intrepidity  and  perfeverar.ee  of  his  troops, 
were  lcarcely  iufncient  to  conquer  the  Song, 
who  defended  themfelves  with  the  defperate 
courage  of  defpair.  When  they  found  their  re¬ 
finance  ineffectual,  they  preferred  killing  each 
other,  and  ruffing  to  certain  death  on  theenemy’s 
lpears,  to  lurrendering.  Hi  dory  affords  many 
examples,  not  of  tingle  families,  but  whole 
towns  who  thus  fed,  or  elfe  devoted  them-* 
felves  to  the  fiam.es  j  infomuch,  that  when 
the  conquerors  entered  they  faw  only  dead 
bodies  and  athes.  The  emprefs  made  feveral 
attempts  to  come  to  terms  of  pacification,  even 
offering  the  condition  that  her  fon  thould 
become  fiubject  to  the  Moguls.  Her  ambaf- 
fador  endeavoured  to  move  the  general’s  com- 
paffon,  by  representing  to  him  the  injuftice 
there  would  be  in  plundering  a  child.  Peyen 
rep  led:  “  With  regard  to  the  prince’s  youth. 
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“  you  fhould  retted  that  formerly  your  dynatty 
e<  wretted  the  empire  from  a  prince  nearly  the 
cc  fame  age  as  your’s.  To-day,  Heaven  takes 
“  away  the  empire  from  a  child  to  give  it  to  my 
“  mailer.  It  is  the  will  of  fate,  and  mortals  mutt 
“  fubrnit.” 

This  anfwer  announcing  ah  irrevocable  fen- 
tence,  the  regent  confented  to  commit  herfelf, 
together  with  Kong-tfong,  her  fon,  into  the  ge¬ 
neral’s  hands.  He  treated  her  with  the  greateft 
apparent  refped;  but  at  the  fame  time  deprived 
her,  as  well  as  the  young  king,  of  all  the  ancient 
marks  of  their  dignity*  He  fent  them  to  the 
khan’s  court.  As  foon  as  Kublay  was  informed 
of  their  approach,  the  emprefs  Hongkila,  his  firft 
wife,  a  princefs  eminent  for  her  virtue  and  mild- 
nefs,  by  his  defire  fet  out  to  meet  them.  She 
endeavoured,  by  every  attention  in  her  power, 
to  confole  thefe  illuftrious  captives  ;  and  wdien 
the  emperor  fpread  before  the  princes  and  prin- 
cefles  of  his  court  the  jewels  and  treafures 
found  in  the  Song’s  palace — riches  which  all  pre- 
fent  contemplated  with  delight — Hongkila  could 
not  refrain  from  tears,  and  faid  to  her  hufband  : 
“  My  lord,  dynafties  are  not  eternal :  judge 
“  from  that  of  the  Song,  what  will  be  the  fate 
“  of  our’s.” 

In  the  midft  of  the  confufion  occafioned  by  the 
capture  of  the  capital,  the  faithful  Chinele  faved 
two  young  prrinces,  the  children  of  the  late 
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peror  by  another  wife,  and  unfurled  their  ftan- 
dard  in  the  name  of  the  elded.  He  died  of  ill- 
nefs.  They  then  placed  Ti-ping  on  the  throne. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  difunion  which  prevailed 
among  rhem,  for  the  treafon  fowed  by  the  con¬ 
querors,  and  the  fears  of  the  vanquifhed,  they 
would  have  been  able  to  defend  themfidves,  be¬ 
ing  dill  pofi'effed  of  entire  provinc-  s,  refolute 
foldiers,  good  towns,  diips,  and  other  parts  of 
the  wreck  which  always  remains  atrer  the  lab- 
verfion  of  a  mightv  e  mpire  J  hey  agreed  to 
carry  on  a  clandeftine  war,  which  w  uld  have 
greatly  embarraffed  the  Moguls,  t  he  Chinefe 
generals,  however,  wi thing  to  terminate  the 
whole  at  one  effort,  united  their  forces,  but  fo 
great  was  the  confufion  and  want  of  difcipline 
that  they  were  furprdzed 

Defeated  by  land,  they  fought  refuge  in  their 
drips,  which  made  no  better  refinance,  Lu- 
fyeu-fu,  one  of  the  chiefs,  feeing  all  was  lod, 
failed  to  the  emperor  s  veffel,  in  which  wrnre  his 
own  wife  and  children,  whom  he  caufed  to  be 
thrown  into  the  fea,  and  then  advancing  towards 
the  youthful  monarch,  he  addreffed  him  in  a 
firm  tone,  faying:  “  My  lord,  do  not  ditlronour 
££  your  iJludrious  family  by  following  the  ex- 
£C  ample  of  Kong-tfong,  your  brother  ;  die  a 
“  fovereign  prince  rather  than  Jive  the  fiave  of  a 
££  foreign  nation.”  He  then  embraced  him  in 
tears,  took  him  on  his  fhoulder,  and  plunged 
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with  him  into  the  deep.  The  greater  part  of 
the  mandarins  followed  him. 

The  princefs  mother,  who  was  at  fome  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  other  Ships,  anxioufly  expefled 
news  of  her  fon.  He  who  brought  the  mourn¬ 
ful  tidings  attempted  to  fpeak  comfort  to  her, 
but,  without  uttering  one  word  of  complaint, 
without  Shedding  one  tear,  the  caft  herfelf  into 
the  ocean.  Her  ladies  and  attendants  imitated 
her  example;  and  the  Chinefe  historians  relate, 
that  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  thoufand  men 
drowned  themfelves  on  that  occafion.  Thus 
ended  the  Song  dynaft'y,  the  family  name  of 
which  was  Chau. 

Kublay’s  tafte  for  war  increafmg  with  his  con¬ 
quers,  infpired  him  with  the  defire  of  Subjugat¬ 
ing  Southern  China  and  Japan.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  latter  not  only  defpifed  his  menaces,  but 
infultedhis  ambaffadors.  A  fleet  he  fent  againfi: 
them  was  difperfed  in  a  {form.  Upwards  of  flxty 
thoufand  Chinefe  and  Tartars  periihed  in  this 
unfortunate  expedition,  which  was  extremely 
difpleafing  to  the  minifters  and  nobility.  They 
murmured  greatly  alfo  at  the  emperor’s  not 
withdrawing  his  confidence  from  Ahama ;  and 
after  the  punifhment  of  that  extortioner,  whofe 
malverfations  were  at  length  proved,  that  he 
Should  appoint  another  to  direft  the  finances  to 
,the  full  as  rapacious  as  the  former.  Some  of  the 
mandarins,  faithful  to  their  truft,  wifhed  to  un¬ 
deceive  the  prince  once  more.  C(  If  we  do  not,” 
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faid  they,  “  pofterity  will  not  fail  to  do  us  juf- 
et  tice,  and  we  (hall  be  branded  as  men  devoid 
“  of  honour.  The  good  of  the  empire  de- 
“  mands  that  we  fhould  expofe  him  who  feeks 
“  its  ruin.”  One  of  them,  named  Cleli,  de^ 
voted  himfelf  to  the  public  weal.  The  enraged 
emperor  caufed  him  to  be  fo  cruelly  baftinadoed, 
that  the  blood  gufned  from  his  nofe  and  mouth. 
Kublay  imagining,  that  in  this  fuffering  ftate  the 
accufer  would  acknowledge  himfelf  in  fault, 
interrogated  him  anew;  but  he  anfvvered :  “It 
“  is  folely  for  the  public  good  and  the  prince’s 
“  honour  that  I  have  fpoken  :  may  I  die  if  I  do 
“  not  prove  my  accufation.”  Struck  by  this 
firmnefs  of  behaviour,  the  khan  examined  the 
evidence,  difcovered  the  truth,  and  punifhed 
the  offender.  He  repented  of  the  barbarous 
treatment  inflicted  on  Cheli,  and  complained 
becaufe  he  had  not  been  earlier  informed.  The 
cenfors  of  the  empire  replied  :  “  Till  now  it 
“  has  been  attended  with  too  much  danger  to 
“  acquaint  you  with,  the  intrigues  of  unworthy 
“  minifters.”  It  is  certain,  that  when  princes 
are  ignorant  on  this  point,  it  is  becaufe  they 
choofe  to  be  fo. 

Kublay  employed  the  la  ft  year  of  his  life  in 
perfecting  the  many  ufeful  eftabliihments  he  had 
founded;  and  that  all  his  fubjeCls  might  enjoy 
the  advantages  arifing  from  his  perfonal  in¬ 
fluence,  he  divided  his  time  equally  between 
Tart  ary  and  China,  in  which  he  was  imitated 
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by  his  fucceffors.  Among  a  variety  of  works  of 
national  utility  refulting  from  his  conqueft  muff 
be  reckoned  the  canals  of  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  rivers,  and  the  immenfe  labours  under¬ 
taken  to  render  the  latter  navigable.  The  atten¬ 
tion  with  which  he  watched  over  every  branch 
of  the  adminiffration  gave  vigour  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Cheng-kin,  his  eldefl  fon,  ftyled  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince,  admirably  feconded  him  in  all  his 
endeavours.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three, 
having  always  teftified,  from  his  earlieft  youth, 
the  molt  earned  inclination  for  virtue  and  mo¬ 
rality.  On  his  going  to  relieve  the  celebrated 
Peyen,  whom  the  emperor  recalled  to  court 
after  his  martial  achievements  in  China,  the 
prince  requefted  the  general  no  direct  him  in  the 
conduct  he  ought  to  purfue,  to  which  he  re¬ 
plied:  “Prince,  attach  yourfelf  neither  to  women 
nor  wine,  and  all  will  profper  with  you.” 
This  advice,  perhaps,  was  an  indire£t  cenfure 
on  the  emperor,  who  is  fufpcfted  to  have  been 
immoderately  addifted  to  both  thofe  paflions. 
He  is  likevvife  reproached  with  having  too  much 
favoured  the  feftaries  of  Fo.  Exclufive  of  thefe 
defefts,  he  may  juftly  be  efteemed  one.  of  the 
greateft  of  the  IVlogul  princes.  He  lived  eighty 
years,  of  which  he  reigned  fifty-two.  He  is 
confidered  as  the  firft  Tartar  emperor  of  China, 
where  his  family  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
y  wen. 
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Timur,  6th  Prince  Cheng-kin  left  three  fons,  but  the  mo* 
jjve  wLich  induced  Kublay  in  his  dying  mo¬ 
ments  to  afiign  the  throne  to  the  youngeft  is 
unknown.  Kanmaia,  the  eldeft,  far  from  re- 
fenting  this  preference,  fet  an  example  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  reft  by  conforming  to  his  grand¬ 
father’s  orders,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
his  youngeft  brother,  and  never  departed  from 
it. 

Timur,  well  affured  of  his  brother’s  fidelity, 
hefitated  not  to  intruft  him  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Tartary.  There  his  virtuous  qualities 
gained  him  univerfal  affection  and  efteern  ;  and 
his  death,  which  happened  while  he  was  yet 
young,  was  an  event  of  general  mourning.  On 
the  other  fide,  Timur  captivated  the  hearts  of 
the  Chinefe,  and  united  the  whole  people  under 
his  fceptre  by  his  clemency,  a  point  which  his 
predeceffor  could  never  accomplish  by  all  his 
martial  exploits.  He  is  extolled  by  their  hifto- 
rians  as  a  model  of  perfedtion.  His  predomb 
nant  virtue  was  the  love  of  his  people,  and  to 
meliorate  theircondition  hisconftant  aim.  Befides 
fending  confidential  perfons  into  the  provinces, 
commiflfioned  to  difcover  and  relieve  the  necef- 
fitous,-  he  not  unfrequently  vifited  them  in  per- 
fon.  Never  prince  difplayed  greater  judgment 
in  the  choice  of  his  minifters  and  generals,  and 
none  ever  Shewed  a  more  marked  contempt  for 
adulation  and  luxury,  vices  which  but  too  com- 
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monly  are  nourilhed  in  a  court.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-two,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his 
reign,  without  leaving  any  children,  nor  having 
nominated  a  fucceflor. 

When  Timur  expired,  Haylhan,  his  brother,  Hayfiun, 
was  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army  not  very 
diftant  from  the  capital.  The  widowed  em- 
prefs  aimed  at  placing  on  the  throne  one  of  the 
fons  of  Kanmala,  who  had  fo  generoully  ceded 
the  crown  to  Timur  his  youngeft  brother.  The 
willies  of  the  Moguls  and  Chinefe  were  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Haylhan,  but  his  abfence  was  againft 
him;  Ayyulipalipata  urged  his  claims  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  faction,  under  the  appearance  of 
aiding  for  his  perfonal  in terell ;  and  his  at¬ 
tempt  was  fuccefsful.  Haylhan,  deceived  by 

the  part  he  had  afted,  haftened  thither  under 
the  perfualion  that  he  had  a  rival  more  to  con¬ 
tend  with  ;  but  how  agreeable  mull:  have  been 
his  furprize  when  his  brother,  refigning  the 
fceptre  into  his  hands,  informed  him  that  he  had 
taken  it  with  the  foie  intention  of  fecuring  it 
for  him.  Haylhan  Ihewed  a  decided  prefer¬ 
ence  for  the  doftrines  of  Confucius  ;  he  caufed 
his  writings  to  be  tranllated  into  the  language  of 
the  Moguls,  and  earneftly  recommended  them  to 
their  perufal.  The  fectaries  of  Fold,  on  the 
contrary,  loft  much  of  the  credit  they  had  gain¬ 
ed  during  the  two  preceding  reigns.  He  made 
the  pofleftions  of  the  bonfes  fubjecl  to  taxes. 
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which  till  then  had  been  exempted.  This 
prince  was  a  good  warrior,  equitable,  gene¬ 
rous,  the  patron  of  men  of  literature,  but  too 
much^ddidted  to  wine  and  women,  which  two 
paffions  abridged  his  life.  He  died  after  a  fhorr 
reign  of  three  years,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one. 

It  was  but  juft  that  Ayyulipalipata,  who  had 
fo  nobly  preferved  the  crown  for  his  abfent 
brother,  fhould  wear  it  after  his  deceafe  ;  he 
accordingly  afeended  the  throne  without  en- 
countering  any  oppofition.  Under  his  reign 
the  empire  was  afflidted  with  drought,  famine, 
inundations,  earthquakes,  malignant  diforders, 
and  -particularly  eclipfes  of  the  fun,  a  fpecies 
of  fcourge  dreaded  moft  Angularly  by  the  Chi- 
nefe,  who  cannot  be  unacquainted  with  their 
principle,  fince  they  calculate  their  return.  It 
appears  that  at  that  period  there  were  religious 
diftenfions  exifting ;  the  difciples  of  Confucius 
imputed  all  thefe  difafters  to  the  bonfes,  who 
on  their  fide  defended  themfelves  with  great 
warmth.  The  good  emperor  toolc  blame  to 
himfelf  in  a  public  manifefto,  wherein  he  con- 
feiTed  that  the  calamities  the  people  fuffered 
were  a  juft  chaftizement  for  the  errors  he  had 
committed  in  his  government,  and  promifed  to 
corredt  them.  Though  fuch  a  confeffion  may  be 
honourable  in  a  private  charadter,  it  will  rarely 
be  found  advantageous  to  a  prince.  Ayyulipa¬ 
lipata  applied  himfelf  much  more  to  regulate 
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the  interior  adminiftration  than  to  the  profecu-  • 
tion  of  war.  He  once  more  enforced  the  an¬ 
nual  examination  of  the  mandarins,  which 
though  prefcribed  had  fallen  into  difufe,  and 
prefided  at  it  in  perfon.  The  end  propofed  i'n  this 
examination  was  to  raife  thofe  who  had  faith¬ 
fully  difcharged  their  truft  to  a  fuperior  dignity, 
and  to  degrade  thofe  who  fliould  be  convidled 
of  prevarication  or  negligence.  He  affociated 
Tartar  mandarins  with  the  Ghinefe.  It  fliould  feem 
that  it  wras  with  a  view  of  doing  ftridl  juftice  to 
himfelf  as  well  as  toothers,  that  he  was  induced 
to  wifh  ’  to  abdicate  the  fovereignty,  which  fo 
humble  a  monarch  might  deem  himfelf  incom¬ 
petent  to  hold  ;  but  the  prince  his  fon  refufed 
to  accept  the  throne  his  father  would  have  relin- 
quifned  in  his  favour.  '  Avyulipalipata  then  de« 
lifted  from  his  intention,  but  he  declared  the  he¬ 
reditary  prince  his  lieutenant-general,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  take  cognizance  of  all  affairs  of 
flate.  He  reigned  but  nine  years,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-fix  ; — -a  prince  more  eftimable 
by  the  abfence  of  vice,  than  by  the  prefence 
of  virtue. 

At  nineteen  years  old,  Shotepala,  in  poffef-  shotepaia, 
fionof  the  reins  of  power,  governed  with  themoft  13*0. 
confummate  wifdoni.  Fie  reformed  the  abufes 
which debafed  the  court,  luxury,  debauchery,  and 
avarice,  which  the  fupinenefs  of  his  father  had 
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fuffered  to  remain!.  His  profound  veneration 
for  his  anceftors,  and  the  religious  rites  which 
accompanied  them,  rendered  him  very  dear  to 
the  Chinefe,  whofe  fentiments  of  efteem  and 
affection  were  increafed  by  the  diminution  of  the 
taxes,  and  the  various  bounties  diftributed  with 
difcernment,  according  to  the  advice  of  his  minif- 
ter  Pay-chu,  a  man  of  fuperior  merit  in  allrefpedts. 
The  centers  of  the  empire  were  accufed  with 
calumniating  the  emperor*  inftead  of  reprefent- 
ing  the  date  of  affairs,  in  confequence  of  which 
fome  of  them  were  capitally  convicted.  In 
general,  fuch  officers,  when  they  make  their 
obfervations  public,  become  objects  of  terror  to 
emperors.  Too  much  confidence  was  the  ruin' 
of  the  youthful  monarch  ;  he  did  not  fufpedt 
that  the  relatives  of  a  guilty  minifter,  who  had 
fuffered  death  juftly,  Would  feek  to  avenge  him 
when  in  their  power.  They  formed  a  confpiracy 
with  feveral  of  the  nobles,  who  were  extremely 
exafperated  at  the  reform  that  had  taken  place, 
and  entering  the  palace  clandeftinely,  aflaffinat- 
ed  both  the  prince  and  Pay-chu  his  minifter. 
Shotepala  was  only  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
and  had  reigned  four.  Pay-chu  might  probably 
have  betraved  too  great  an  averfion  for  the  la- 
mas,  whom  he  treated  as  people  folely  employ¬ 
ed  in  accumulating  wealth,  and  protecting  vil¬ 
lains  ;  but  the  emperor  himfelf  was  generally 
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beloved;  the  molt  exalted  hopes  were  formed 
from  his  virtues,  and  his  death  was  coniidered  , 
as  a  public  calamity. 

The  confpirators  formed  the  delign  of  'railing  Yefun  t<- 
the  fon  of  Kanmala,  who  was  then  command-  Khan, 1323. 
ing  on  the  frontiers  of  Tartary,  to  the  throne, 
and  informed  him  of  their  intention  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  ;  but  he,  far  from  confenting  to  fo  atro¬ 
cious  a  plan,  difpatched  couriers  to  apprize  the 
emperor  of  his  danger.  They  arrived  too  late  ; 
the  crime  was  already  perpetrated.  Yefun 
thinking  it  not  prudent  to  irritate  the  mif- 
creants,  began  his  reign  by  granting  a  general 
amnefty,  and  even  promoted  fome  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  traitors;  but  as  foon  as  this  political 
a£t  had  anfwered  the  end  propofed,  he  fentenced 
them  almoft  all  to  either  death,  imprifonment, 
exile,  or  confifcation  of  their  property.  His  fub- 
je&s,  however,  not  content  with  this  partial  juf- 
tice,  murmured  loudly  that  any  fhould  have  been, 
fpared.  On  this  occalion  very  ferious  com¬ 
plaints  were  expreffed  in  an  addrefs,  which  the 
<  emperor  permitted  fhould  be  publicly  prefentei 
to  him,  perhaps  becaufe  he  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  it.  They  exhorted  him  to  proceed 
with  rigour  againft  minifters  guilty  of  injuftice 
and  venality,  for  when  fuch  crimes  were  treated 
with  impunity,  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  approaching  diffolution  of  an  empire.  The 
emperor  was  earneftly  entreated  to  vifit  the  pri- 
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Tons,  for  the  purpofe  of  di (covering  whethef 
among  thofe  confined  fome  might  not  be  groan¬ 
ing  beneath  the  rod  of  oppreftion  ;  to  difpatch 
magiftrates  throughout  every  part  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  commifiioned  to  examine  the  date  of  the 
towns,  countries,  and  of  the  troops,  and  to 
empower  them  to  distribute  fuccours,  and  even 
medicines  to  the  fick  and  infirm  poor  ;  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  pearl  fifheries,  which  annually  were 
the  deftruftion  of  fo  many  perfons  ;  and  to  fix 
a  value  on  precious  (tones,  on  which  the  gover¬ 
nors  expended  enormous  fums  to  make  prefents 
to  the  court,  never  confidering  the  ruin  of  a  pro¬ 
vince,  provided  they  were  by  that  mean  ena¬ 
bled  to  Support  their  intereft. 

A  prince.  Said  they,  (hould  only  think  of  go¬ 
verning  his  empire  as  the  father  of  his  fubjeSts, 
not  reft  his  power  on  the  authority  he  confides 
to  the  bonfes  and  lamas.  Since  there  have 
been  fo  many  prayers  and  facrifices  to  Fo, 
Heaven  has  continually  (hewrnd  evident  marks 
of  difpleafure,  and  till  fuch  time  that  the  wor¬ 
ship  ofFo  (hall  be  entirely  abolfthed,  and  all  the 
bonfes  banifhed,  we  mull  expect  to  be  un¬ 
happy.  It  feerns  that  there  was  a  violent  out¬ 
cry  againft  the  minifters  of  the  religion  of  Fohi, 
particularly  againft  the  chiefs  who  refided  at 
court,  difplaying  a  moft  Scandalous  degree  of 
luxury^  where  the  favour  of  the  princefles  gave 
them  a  power  which  they  ufed  to  the- detriment 
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of  the  people.  In  this  addrefs  the  fovereign 
was  alfo  counfelled  to  banifh  all  the  eqnuchs, 
aftrologers,  phyficians,  women,  qnd  other  idlers, 
from  the  palace,  whofe  maintenance  amounted 
to  exorbitant  fums.  The  empire,  added  they, 
is  one  large  family,  of  which  the  emperor  is  the 
father;  it  is  then-very  improper  that  fome  of  his 
children  fhould  expire  for  want  of  care  and  ne- 
ceffaries,  while  others  are  enjoying  the  bleffings 
of  abundance.  It  is  dill  more  improper  that  a 
prince  fhould  deem  it  beneath  his  dignity  to 
attend  to  the  cries  of  the  unhappy.  Yefun 
was  not  totally  infenfible  to  their  complaints, 
but  he  was  too  inactive  to  remedy  many  abufes. 

He  died  without  having  conquered  his  natural 
indolence,  at  the  age  of  thirty-fix,  after  a  reign 
of  five  years. 

He  left  a  fon  who  had  been  declared  here-  IIo(5ll!a» 

i  '  nth  Khan, 

ditary  prince,  which  title  gave  an  indifputable  i32*- 
right  to  the  fovereign ty  ;  however  a  faction 
arofe,  who  undertook  to  concert  meafures  to 
place  two  fons  of  Hay  than,  Hofhila  and  Tutemur, 
on  the  throne.  To  attain  that  end  many  nobles 
were  affaffinated,  which  was  termed  chaflifement 
by  the  conquering  party.  As  foon  as  Hofhila 
was  in  poffeffion  of  the  crown  he  proclaimed  his 
brother  hereditary  prince.  He  expired  fuddenly 
after  reigning  one  year,  not  without  his  brother’s 
having  been  fufpedted  of  accelerating  his  end, 

vol.v.  ' 
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Tutemur,  If  Tutemur  were  guilty  of  his  brother’s  blood, 

nth  Khan,  j  ■  tt 

1319.  it  procured  him  no  long  enjoyment.  His  reign, 
one  fcene  of  confpiracies,  lafted  but  three  years. 
It  is  obferved  that  he  was  the  firft  Tartar  monarch 
who  vifited  the  temple  of  heaven  and  facrificed 
there  in  perfon  :  he  inftituted  the  *■  law  that 
among  the  emperor’s  wives  one  only  fhould  bear 
the  title  of  emprefs.  Under  Jenghis  Khan 
there  had  been  twenty-one,  and  under  various 
other  fovereigns  five,  orfeven.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-nine,  and  commanded  that  one  of 
the  fons  of  Hofnila,  his  brother,  fhould  be  pro¬ 
claimed. 

Tcuhan-Te-  Uinchipin,  the  firft  who  was  enthroned,  died 

KJjan,i53a.  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  months.  He  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  influence  of  the. emprefs 
Putafheli,  who,  though  fhe  had  a  fon  named 
Yentyekutfe,  infifted  that  the  intention  of  her 
deceafed  fpoufe  fhould  be  complied  with.  On 
the  death  of  Hinchipin,  fhe  caufed  Touhan, 
another  of  Hofhila’s  fons,  to  be  inverted  with 
the  fovereign  power,  notwithftanding  the  per- 
fuafions  •  employed  to  induce  her  to  eledt  her 
own  fon.  A  more  worthlefs  choice  could  not 
have  been  made.  Touhan’s  inclinations  tended 
only  towards  luxury,  indolence,  and  diflipation  : 
he  was  both  timid  and  cruel — qualities  which 
not  unfrequently  affociate. .  On  his  alcending 
the  throne  he  trembled  at  the  fight  of  the  vaft 
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power  enjoyed  by  the  minifter  who  placed  him 
there.  Had  he  not  died  fo  opportunely,  he 
would  moll  probably  have  found  a  way  to  re¬ 
move  him,  as  he  had  already  found  one  to  rid 
himfelf  of  the  emprefs  Putafheli,  to  whom 
he  was  indebted  for  the  crown,  but  whofe 
great  influence  terrified  him,  becaufe  founded 
on  the  public  efteem. 

The  diftafte  he  felt  for  engaging  in  any  ftate 
affairs  was  foon  augmented  by  the  artifice  of  his 
minifter,  named  Oga-Tay,  who  being  acquainted 
with  the  irrefolute  and  inactive  charafler  of  his 
mafter,  defcribed  his  fcveral  occupations  as  an 
impoflible  labour ;  appalled  his  feeble  mind  with 
the  idea  that  if  he  attempted  to  govern  by  him¬ 
felf  he  could  not  avoid  falling  from  one  fault 
into  another ;  and  that  confequently  he  had  far 
better  abandon  the  cares  of  the  adminiftration 
to  his  minifters.  This  advice  he  adopted;  but 
as  neither  folidity,  nor  conftftency,  conftituted 
any  part  of  his  charafter,  he  was  continually 
changing  the  perfons  in  office;  whence  arofe 
fa&ions  at  his  court,  and  revolts  in  the  provinces. 
Befides  the  captains  and  chieftains  who  took 
advantage  of  the  general  difcontent  which  pre¬ 
vailed  among  the  troops  and  people  to  feize 
the  authority  in  their  feveral  diftrifls,  there  were 
to  the  number  of  five  among  them  who  caufed 
themfelves  to  be  proclaimed  emperors. 

0.  2 
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The  emprefs  Ki,  a  native  of  Korea,  ruled  at 
court.  She  had  a  fon  named  AyyeuPnilitata, 
whofe  determined  fpirit  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the 
mode  of  education  prefcribed  to  the  Chinefe 
princes,  which  confilted  of  partaking  of  the 
leiTons  given  daily  at  the  palace  by  the  mam 
darins,  and  where  the  emperor’s  children  pro- 
mifcuoufly  mixed  with  others.  The  hereditary 
prince  had  no  relilh  for  the  fevere  principles 
delivered  by  his  learned  inftruflors  on  the  caufe 
of  the  decline  and  fall  of  dynafties.  He  treated 
their  doftrines  as  obfcure  and  fenfelefs  jargon. 
Thefe  impertinent  retorts  gave  offenfe  to  the  doc¬ 
tors.  The  emprefs,  on  her  fide,  little  fcrupulous 
on  propriety  of  condudl,  fpurned  at  the  rules 
impofed  by  decorum.  Two  courtiers,  defervedly 
unpopular  on  account  of  their  libertinifm,  had 
free  accefs  to  the  palace,  where  they  were  feen 
perpetually.  The  cenfors  of  the  empire  had  the 
courage  to  complain  of  it  to  the  emperor.  She 
prevailed  on  her  feeble  fpoufe  to  punilh  them. 
Vain  and  enterprizing,  fhe  wiflied  to  fee  her 
relatives  on  the  throne  of  Korea,  caufed  the 
king  to  be  aflaffinated,  and  engaged  the  too- 
complying  hufband  to  countenance  the  ufurpers. 
At  her  folicitation  he  fent  thither  an  army, 
which  was  cut  in  pieces,,  and  this  calamity 
completed  the  difafters  of  the  empire. 

While  he  was  attacked  on  every  fide,  while  aH 
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fubordination  \/as  deftroyed  among  the  troops, 
and  the  people,  reduced  to  diftrefs  by  the 
failure  of  the  harVeft,  were  groaning  under  the 
weight  of  the  taxes,  a  man  named  Chu  appear¬ 
ed  on  the  fouthern  frontiers.  It  is  conjedtured 
that  he  was  brought  up  as  fervant  in  a  monaftery 
of  bonfes.  He  joined  with  the  forces  at  the 
commencement  of  the  diffurbances,  became  the 
leader  of  a  band,  and  affociated  himfelf  with 
feveral  captains,  whofe  foldiers  uniting  formed 
an  army.  They  appointed  him  their  chieftaim 
and  under  his  command  performed  many  va- 
lourous  deeds  which  enfuted  them  rapid  fuccefs. 
Chu  announced  himfelf  as  deftined  to  reftore 
peace  to  the  world,  and  to  render  the  people 
happy.  He  had  the  adarefs  to  prevail  on  his 
generals,  who  at  firft  were  a  band  of  rob¬ 
bers  like  himfelf,  to  refrain  from  pillage  and 
malfacre ;  and  this  generous  mode  of  profe- 
cuting  war  gained  him  the  affedliori  of  the 
Chinefe.  He  merited  alfo  their  efteem  by 
elfeeming  them  himfelf,  applying  himfelf  with 
ardour  to  the  ftudy  of  their  laws,  and  by  repofing 
confidence  in  them;  while  the  emperor,  on  the 
contrary,  inftigated  by  his  minifiers,  treated 
them  as  fufpe&ed  fubjefls,  and  ordered  them  to 
be  difarmed.  How  then  could  a  people  op- 
preffed  and  defpifed  by  the  Moguls  not  attach 
themfelves  to  a  conqueror  who  had  been  heard 
to  fay— ^  It  is  the  Chinefe  who  fhould  go- 


t£  vern  the  Tartars,  not  the  Tartars  the  Chi- 
"  nefe  ?” 

The  utmoft  joy  was  exprerted  throughout  the 
empire  when  Chu  received  the  fceptre  and  title  of 
emperor,  which  the  companions  of  his  fortunes 
preffedhim  to  affuine.  On  afcending  the  throne 
he  thus  addrefied  them  :  ££  I  accept  the  royalty 
*£  with  the  foledntention  of  rendering  the  people 
u  happy.  At  the  commencement  of  my  reign 
“  we  miift  ertablifh  good  laws,  for  on  that  rock 
“  the  Moguls  fplit.  Refpefting  religious  rites 
(c  and  ceremonies,  it  is  my  advice  that  each  of 
t£  us  firrt  think  ferioufiy  of  reforming  our  own 
<£  hearts.  Until  this  day  you  have  been  my 
<£  dear  companions  3  continue  to  affift  me  with 
c£  your  counfels,  and  never  let  us  lofe  fight 
££  ot  virtue.”  What  Chu  propofed,  he  ac- 
coinpliflied.  He  founded  the  bafis  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  on  thofe  laws  which  were  in  honour 
under  the  moft  e deemed  dynafties.  The  ex¬ 
amination  of  perfons  of  literature,  magidrates, 
and  all  thofe  inverted  with  a  public  function, 
recommenced.  He  fought  out  all  men  of  me¬ 
rit,  whom  he  employed  according  to  their 
genius,  in  war,  navigation,  arts,  faiences,  or 
mathematics,  and  recompenfed  them  like  a 
truly  magnanimous  prince.  Never  could  he 
be  reproached  with  any  extravagant  expendi¬ 
ture he  condantly  refufed  admiffion  to  what¬ 
ever  might  tend  to  enervate  the  heart.  In  the 
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palace  he  built  at  Nanking,  his  capital,  he  pro¬ 
hibited  any  great  turns  being  lavifhed  on  coftly 
furniture,  or  the  curiofities  of  foreign  countries, 
and  inflexibly  banithed  thence  all  indecent 
flatues  and  paintings.  He  won  the  hearts  of 
the  mechanics,  peafants,  and  commonalty  in 
general,  by  familiarly  converfing  with  them  on 
their  own  concerns  :  he  alfo  took  care  to  indem¬ 
nify  them  for  their  lofles,  and  aflift  their  under¬ 
takings.  So  praife-worthy  a  conduff  not  only 
indicated,  but  demonftrates  a  fuperior  genius. 
Valour,  military  fcience,  greatnefsof  foul,  equity 
in  the  diftribution  of  favours  and  employs,  fuch 
are  the  qualities  with  which  hiflory  adorns  the 
charafter  of  Chu,  firfl:  emperor  of  the  Tay-ming 
dynafty. 

That  of  Ywen  was  abolifhed  in  China  by  the 
vices  of  Touhan-Temur.  Whatever  imputations 
were  mod  capable  of  difhonouring  a  family 
were  propagated  of  that  declining  houfe.  Bro¬ 
thers  were  reported  to  have  poifoned  brothers  a 
fan  to  have  forced  away  his  father’s  wives  :  that 
there  neither  exifted  religion  nor  morality  in 
the  race  ;  and  that  the  order  of  fucceflion  had 
been  inverted.  This  aflertion  particularly  re¬ 
garded  Touhan,  whom  they  wiflied  fhould  be 
confidered  as  the  fon  of  the  laft  emperor  of  the 
Song,  who  had  become  a  lama  in  Tartary. 
Kublay,  faid  they,  being  enamoured  of  the  lama’s 
wife,  in  order  to  obtain  her  had  adopted  her 
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ion,  who  was  Touhan-Temur.  This  fable,  and 
many  others  of  a  iimilar  nature,  which  are  ha¬ 
zarded  in  time  of  a  revolution,  were  eagerly  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  people.  Chu  fupported  them  by 
continual  victories  : — a  certain  mode 

I 

credit  on  the  inoft  palpable  abfui 
confidcration  for  the  reigning  family  daily  dimi- 
n idled  as  their  means  of  refiftance  were  deftroyed 
by  repeated  defeats. 

Touhan-Temur  feeing  his  rival  approaching 
Iris  capital,  gave  orders  for  removing  his  effedls, 
had  carriages  prepared  for  the  conveyance  of  his 
family,  received  the  adieu  of  his  fubje&s  as  if 
going  a  journey,  and  arrived  in  fafety  in  Tartary, 
where  he  fixed  his  refidence  in  a  town'which  he 
converted  into  another  capital.  Chu  did  not 
purfue  him,  neither  was  the  ferenity  of  his  re¬ 
treat  difturbed  by  the  regrets  of  the  Chinefe. 
He  lived  two  years  after  that  event,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-one,  having  been  emperor  of 
China  and  Tartary  thirty-five  years,  and  furviv- 
ed  the  lofs  of  the  former,  two.  For  want  of 
fome  great  action  of  this  prince’s  to  relate,  we 
will  terminate  our  account  with  a  very  fenfible 
one  of  his  minifter  Taypiog.  He  had  fallen  into 
difgrace ;  and  one  of  his  friends  perfuaded  him  to 
put  an  end  to  his  exiftence,  probably  confider- 
ing  difgrace  as  an  ignominious  or  infupportable 
evil.  To  this  advice  Tayping  replied  :  “  I  have 
fc  committed  no  crime  :  to  kill  myfolf  would  be; 
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tf  to  acknowledge  myfelf  culpable.  Let  us  leave 
tc  the  event  to  the  will  of  Heaven.” 

Ayveufhilitata,  the  fon  of  Touhan-Temur,  J37(>- 
who  had  not  endeared  himfelf  to  the  Chinefe 
more  than  his  father,  fucceeded  him  in  Tar¬ 
tary.  He  and  his  fucceffors  fudained  many  fan- 
guinary  wars  againd  China,  whofe  inhabitants, 
notwithdanding  the  great  wall  which  feparated 
them,  dill  thought  the  Tartars  too  near  nei»h- 
hours.  The  Tartars  on  the  other  hand  could 
not  look  back  without  regret  on  the  beautiful 
country  from  which  they  had  been  expelled. 

This  ferved  perpetually  to  kindle  the  torch  of  dif- 
cord  between  thefe  two  nations,  who  have 
never  defided  from  harading  each  other,  though 
during  the  three  lad  centuries  there  ex  id  no  re¬ 
cord  of  thofe  mutual  hodilities  which  were  fo 
injurious  to  both  people.  With  refpeft  to  the 
fate  of  the  Moguls  themfelves  in  Tartarv,  it  is 
known  to  have  undergone  many  changes.  They 
are  become  vadals  to  the  Manchew  Tartars, 
who  in  their  turn  have  invaded  China.  Fruitlefs 
have  been  the  efforts  of  the  Moguls  to  fheke  off 
the  yoke: — they  are  fubjugated. 

Kalkas  or  Kalmuks. 

The  third  horde  of  Tartars,  called  Kalkas,  CT  Kalkas  or 
by  corruption  Kalmuks,  has  remained  indepen¬ 
dent.  For  a  long  feries  of  vears  it  formed  an 
empire,  but  the  inordinate  ambition  of  a  man 
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who  called  in  religion  to  the  fupport  of  his  pre* 
tenfons  occafioned  its  diffolution.  In  all  fpi- 
ritual  concerns  the  Kalkas  are  obedient  to  the 
grand-lama,  who  from  Thibet,  where  his  divi¬ 
nity  repofes  in  a  palace  of  delights,  contem- 
plates  with  a  holy  fatisfaftion  the  veneration 
paid  to  his  laws  throughout  the  wide  extent  of 
mighty  empires.  That  of  the  Kalkas  was  one 
of  the  fined:  gems  of  his  crown.  His  reprefen- 
tative,  or  khutuktu,  among  them  grew  weary 
of  being  only  a  deputy  god,  and  aiming  to 
unite  the  fecular  authority  to  his  dignity,  ex¬ 
cited  his  brother  to  revolt,  and  abetted  him 
againd  the  khan,  the  temporal  chief.  The  latter 
implored  the  fupremacy  of  the  grand-lama  ;  the 
pontiff  difpatched  legates  thither,  but  the  khu¬ 
tuktu  difputed  with  them  the  right  of  pre-emi¬ 
nence.  This  fchifrn  produced  great  diforders  ; 
the  partifans  of  the  khutuktu  applied  to  the  Chi- 
nefe.  The  fuperiority  of  the  grand-lama  was 
maintained  by  the  Gluts,  another  branch  of 
Tartars.  In  1696  Kang-hi,  emperor  of  China, 
had  three  armies  on  Toot  in  Tartary;  thefe  dif- 
perfed  the  Kalkas,  who  were  in  open  rebellion 
againd  their  defenders,  and  difabled  them  from 
forming  in  future  a  national  body. 

Eluths. 

The  event  is  unknown  which  feparated  the- 
Eluths  from  the  Mogul  empire,  of  which  they 
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compofed  a  part ;  but  in  the  fifteenth  century 
we  find  them  governed  by  a  khan,  or  fovereign, 
of  their  own  nation,  not  defcended  from  Jenghis 
Khan,  whofe  pofterity  reigned  over  ail  the  other 
Tartar  tribes.  One  of  their  khans,namedOnchon, 
being  at  war  with  the  Ufibek  Tartars  in  the 
vicinitv  of  Siberia,  was  attacked  with  the  fmall- 
pox  in  his  camp.  According  to  their  cuftora, 
as  foon  as  the  Tartars  were  allured  of  the  ma¬ 
lady  they  all  decamped,  and  left  the  khan  alone 
in  his  tent.  In  this  helplefs  fituation  he  was 
found  by  the  enemy,  who  took  fo  much  care  of 
him  that  he  recovered.  He  lived  with  them 
three  years,  concealing  his  quality,  after  which 
effecting  his  efcape,  he  arrived  in  fafety  on  the 
frontiers  of  his  own  dominions,  whence  he  ap¬ 
prized  his  brother  Sengha  of  his  adventure. 

Sengha,  who  had  not  only  taken  poffelhon  of 
his  throne,  but  like  wife  efpoufed  his  wife,  was 
extremely  furprized  at  tidings  which,  in  the 
fame  moment,  deprived  him  of  a  crown  and  a 
woman  he  loved.  He  confulted  her  on  this  de¬ 
licate  occafion  j  fhe  replied,  that  fince  her  firft 
hufband  lived,  fhe  could  not  do  otherwife  than 
return  to  him.  This  decifion  was  a  death-ftroke 
to  the  wretched  Sengha,  who,  inftead  of  ambaf- 
fadors  to  introduce  the  prince  into  his  kingdom, 
difpatched  affaffins  to  murder  him.- 

This  crime  remained  not  unpunifhed.  One 
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of  Onchorvs  brothers,  named  Kaldan,  avenged 
his  death,  and  was  ele&ed  khan  of  the  Eluths. 
He  united  his  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Moguls, 
and  funk  with  them  in  the  war  in  which  the 
Chinefe,  under  Kang-hi,  fo  completely  triumph¬ 
ed  over  the  Moguls.  The  havoc  among  the 
Eluths  was  fo  great,  that  not  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  families  remained  in  thofe  vaft  countries* 
By  that  conqucft  Khan-hi  eftablifhed  his  domi¬ 
nion  as  far  as  the  extenfive  deferts  and  forefts 
which  form  the  boundaries  of  Ruflia.  Some 
authors  relate  that  Kaldan  was  flain  in  battle; 
others,  that  believing  his  affairs  in  a  defpera'te 
condition,  he  fwallowed  poifon.  However, 
Raptan  his  nephew  did  not  difdain  the  remains 
of  that  wide  empire.  He  even  found  means 
by  his  encouragement  of  agriculture  to  ren¬ 
der  his  nation  once  more  flourfthing,  and  his 
laws  refpe&ed  in  Thibet,  which  he  fuccefsfully 
invaded.  The  Eluths  fince  that  period  have  been 
difperfed  :  feme  of  the  hordes,  purfued  by  the 
Chinefe,  implored  the  protection  of  Ruflia.  In 
1720  fome  of  them  ranged  themfelves  under  the 
feeptre  of  that  power.  We  are  as  ignorant  at 
prefent  of  the  aftuai  tranfaefions  of  thofe  vaft 
unmeafured  regions  as  of  the  courfe  of  fome 
confiderable  rivers,  which  ere  they  reach  the 
ocean  are  loft  in  trifling  rivulets. 
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Kipjaks. 


The  fultans  of  the  Kipiaks  reigned  over  thofe  K^jaks, 

1  *  0  b  iaio. 

vaft  countries,  and  their  trunk  ftill  at  times  puts 
forth  verdant  branches,  Jenghis  Khan,  fatif-. 
fied  with  the  conduct  of  his  fon  Tuffii  in  the 
war  of  Karazm,  beftowed  on  him  the  extenfive 
plains  which  fpread  from  the  Cafpian  fea  to 
the  frontiers  of  Ruffia.  Befides  the  kingdoms 
of  Aftracan  and  Caffan,  Tuffii  enclofed  Little 
Tartary  within  his  dominion,  and  fome  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Europe,  of  which  he  compofed  an 
immenfe  empire,  which  has  been  either  extend¬ 
ed  or  contracted  by  his  fucceffors,  as  their  arms 
were  fuccefsful  or  unfortunate. 

Some  hiftorians  reckon  feventeen,  others 
twenty-one  of  thefe  princes,  whofe  achieve¬ 
ments  fufficiently  prove  that  they  were  in  gene¬ 
ral  warlike.  Burgha  the  Second,  towards  the 
middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  reduced  the 
Mofcovites  and  Bulgarians,  traverfed  Ruffia, 
ravaged  Poland,  Moravia,  Dalmatia,  and  was 
on  his  march  towards  Hungary  to  befiege  Con- 
ftantinopk)  when  death  arrefted  his  career, 
Burgha  the  Third  embraced  the  mahometan 
faith,  and  propagated  it  throughout  his  domi¬ 
nions  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  in- 
ftead  of  the  religion  of  Jenghis  Khan,  which 
was  pure  deifm. 
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USBEKS. 

ufbeks,  Ufbek,  the  feventh  fultan,  fo  powerfully  con¬ 
ciliated  the  affe£lion  of  his  fubjefls,  that,  as  a 
public  teftimony  of  their  efteem,  they  took  his 
name.  Jani  Bek,  the  eighth  fultan,  invaded 
Perfia,  whence  he  brought  four  hundred  ca¬ 
mels’  loads  of  gold  and  jewels,  without  noticing 
other  valuables,  which  he  diftributed  amongft 
his  foldiers.  Ufbek,  the  tenth  fultan,  towards 
the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  formed  al¬ 
liances  with  his  neighbours,  then  engaged  in 
hoftilities,  then  in  alliances  again ;  that  is  to  fay, 
there  were  continual  quarrels  and  reconcilia¬ 
tions  between  them.  The  Ufbek s  of  whom' 
we  treat  are  a  different  people  from  thofe  in¬ 
habiting  the  vicinity  of  Ruffia. 

✓ 

Krim-ea. 

Krimea,  Wars  are  the  law-fuits  of  potentates.  Like 
ljJJ'  private  perfons  who  are  ruined  by  their  gaining  a 
caufe,  fo  the  conquefts  of  princes  are  frequently 
their  bane.  The  Kipjak  and  Ufbek  fultans, always 
at  variance  with  the  furrounding  nations,  infen- 
fibly  found  themfelves  driven  back  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  from  their  ancient  domain  near  the  Cafpian 
fea,  and  fhut  up  in  the  peninfula  of  the  Krimea, 
like  wife  called  Little  Tartary.  The  branch  which 
eftablifhed  and  perpetuated  themfelves  there 
bore  the  furname  of  Keray,  which  it  fill  bears. 


From  1 55 j  to  1708  they  reckon  forty  fultans 
of  that  name,  fometimes  fovereign  princes, 
fometimes  vaffals  to  the  Turks,  to  the  Genoefe 
who  poffeffed  themfelves  of  that  peninfula,  and 
recently  to  the  Ruffians.  The  powers  wTho  fub- 
jected  them  affumed  the  title  of  prote&ors. 
There  exifts  at  Jamboli,  a  port  of  the  Kfimea,  a 
fpecies  of  repofitory  of  thefe  princes,  whence 
the  Ottoman  port  eleffs  khans  to  fucceed  thofe 
who  have  given  her  umbrage  ;  and  here  alfo 
Ruffia  applies  when  ffie  thinks  it  eligible  to  re¬ 
place  thofe  ffie  depofes.  Thus  have  thefe  pre¬ 
carious  fovereigns  become,  and  adiually  continue, 
the  political  fport  of  thefe  two  mighty  powers. 

We  have  followed  the  Tartars,  under  differ¬ 
ent  denominations,  defcending  from  their  im- 
menfe  plain,  and  bending  their  courfe  towards 
China  and  the  fouthern  parts  of  Mufcovy, 
whence  they  reached  the  Krimea  by  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  Cafpian  fea.  We  ffiall  now 
find  them  fpreading  themfelves  round  that  fea 
into  ancient  Perfia,  fubduing  th<?  Bukharias  and 
the  Iraks ;  founding  a  new  kingdom  of  Perfia; 
and  unfurling  their  banners  in  the  countries 
watered  by  the  Ganges  and  the  Indus. 

Bukharias 

Bukharia  confifts  of  ancient  Ba&riana,  Sog- 
diana,  and  their  dependencies.  Nature  has  be¬ 
llowed  with  a  liberal  hand  whatever  could  ren- 
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V;e  f  tier  this  country  a  deferable  habitation:  moun- 

Mogul  and  J 

iV-!“d-  tains  abounding  in  woods  and  mines;  vallies,  in 
fruits  and  vegetables  ;  and  rivers  ftored  with  fifh. 
The  grafs  grows  there  to  five  or  fix  feet  in 
height ;  in  fine.,  it  is  the  moft  fertile  region  of  all 
Northern  Afia.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
Great  and  the  Little.  The  former  is  fubdivided 
intp  three:  Bukharia,  properly  fo  called;  the 
province  of  Samarcand ;  and  that  of  Balk  :  each 
of  them  having  its  own  khan,  but  one  alone 
fometimes  has  two,  though  very  rarely  three. 

Bukhar,  in  the  Mogul  language,  fignifies 
learned;  and  Bukharia,  the  country  of  the  learn¬ 
ed;  becaufe  there  was  a  time  in  which  the  fciences 
were  cultivated  there  with  confiderable  fuc- 
cefs,  and  the  Moguls  both  travelled  thither 
themfelves  and  fent  their  children  for  inftruc- 
tion. 

Bukharia  Proper  is  more  ornamented  with 
towns  than  the  other  provinces.  It  is  a  matter 
of  aftonithment  that  they  fhould  have  built  and 
continued  Bukharia,  their  capital,  on  a  river 
whofe  waters  are  fo  pernicious  as  to  engender 
worms  in  the  legs  of  the  inhabitants,  which 
they  are  obliged  daily  to  roll  on  a  fmall  flick  till 
they  are  entirely  extradted.  If  by  chance  they 
fhould  break,  or  the  moft  minute  particle  of 
them  remain  in  the  ]eg,  death  is  inevitable.  Not- 
withftanding  which  they  are  forbidden  to  drink 
any  thing  but  water  and  mares’  milk.  Should 
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any  perfon  be  found  to  keep  either  wine  or 
brandy  in  his  houfe,  or  even  his  breath  betray 
his  having  tailed  them,  he  would  undergo  the 
baftinado.  This  rigid  law  is  the  command  of 
the  religious  chief*  who  is  more  refpedted  at 
Bukharia  than  the  khan  himfelf,  whom  he  may 
depofe  if  he  pleafe. 

The  language  of  Bukharia  is  that  of  the  Per- 
fianSjto  whomthefe  Tartars  were  for  a  longperiod 
fubjefled,  but  with  whom  they  are  at  prefent 
irreconcilable  enemies;  for  thefe  abominable  he^> 
ritics,  unlike  them  and  all  the  other  Tartars,  do 
not  {have  their  upper  lip.  They  have  fome 
copper  and  filver  money  which  paffes  current, 
but  all  confiderable  fums  are  paid  in  gold  and 
filver,  which  they  cut  and  weigh.  Commerce 
ought  to  be  both  extenfive  and  flourifhing  in 
this  fine  country,  which  is  deflined  by  nature  to 
be  the  grand  mart  of  China,  India,  Perfia,  and 
Ruffia  ;  but  it  is  {hackled  in  all  their  cities  by 
the  tyranny  of  the  khans  and  their  officers. 
Thefe  do  not  fcruple  when  they  are  indebted 
on  the  one  account,  to  take  on  credit  on  the 
Other;  which  continued  circulation  of  loans  at 
length  reduces  the  merchants  to  diftrefs.  The 
robberies  committed  by  the  wandering  Tartars 
in  the  flat  country  is  frill  more  detrimental  to 
commerce,  which,  norwithftanding  thefe  impe¬ 
diments,  fupports  itfelf  by  the  advantageous 
fituation  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil.  The  {fates 

VO L.  V.  It 


242 


UNIVERSALHISTORY. 

•r 

of  the  great  Mogul  and  Perfia  are  fapplied 
from  Bukharia  with  all  kinds  of  dried  fruits  of 
the  moft  exquilite  flavour. 

The  greater  part  of  the  towns  of  the  province 
of  Samarcand,  formerly  fo  flouriihing,  are  either 
ruined,  or  in  a  ftate  of  rapid  decay.  The  capi¬ 
tal,  though  much  fallen  from  its  ancient  fplen- 
dour,  is,  however.  Hill  famous  for  the  moll 
celebrated  academy  throughout  the  mahometan 
nation,  which  is  alfowell  attended..  The  province 
of  Balk,  being  in  higher  cultivation  than  the  reft, 
returns  the  khan  a  confiderable  revenue.  He 
watches  with  the  greateft  attention  over  the  li¬ 
berty  and  profperity  of  commerce.  His  fubjedts 
potTefs  mines  of  rubies,  gold,  and  filver,  which 
they  work.  Not  unfrequently  they  have  only 
the  trouble  of  gathering  up  thefe  two  valuable 
metals  from  the  rivers  wThich  depoflt  them  in 
their  beds. 

Three  diftinct  nations  are  comprized  in  great 
Bukharia  :  the  Bukhars,  who  are  the  ancient 
inhabitants;  the  jagatays,  or  Moguls,  who  efta- 
blithed  themfelves  there  under  Jagatay,  fecond 
fon  of  Jenghis  Khan;  and  the  Ufbek  Tartars, 
who  are  its  actual  pofleffors.  The  Bukhars  inha¬ 
bit  the  cities,  for  which  reafon  they  are  denomi¬ 
nated  Tajiks  by  the  Tartars,  which  means  bur- 
gefles  or  citizens.  They  are  of  a  good  ftature,  and 
rather  fair  for  the  climate.  The  generality  have 
large  fparkling  black  eyes  ;  an  aquiline  nofe  ;  a 
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well-formed  countenance ;  very  fine  black  hair; 
a  bufliy  beard  ;  in  fine,  they  are  quite  exempt 
from  the  deformity  of  the  Tartars  amongft 
whom  they  live.  The  women,  for  the  moll 
part,  are  tail,  and  have  beautiful  features  and 
complexions.  The  difference  between  the  drefs 
of  the  two  fexes  is  very  inconfiderable  :  they 
both  wear  long  robes  ;  but  thofe  of  the  females 
are  always  the  mod  ornamented.  Their  religion 
is  the  mahometan.  They  chiefly  fubfift  by  com¬ 
merce  and  trade.  They  never  embarrafs  them- 
felves  either  with  war  or  politics,  but  leave 
thofe  points  to  the  Ufbeks  and  Kalmuks,  con¬ 
tenting  themfelves  with  confcientioufly  paying 
their  taxes,  on  which  account  the  Tartars  de- 
fpife,'  and  treat  them  as  a  Ample  pusillanimous 
people.  Their  origin  is  unknown  :  they  report 
themfelves  to  have  emigrated  from  a  very  diftant 
country.  Some  authors  have  conjectured  that 
they  are  defcended  from  the  ten  tribes,  whom 
Shalmanefer  carried  captive  into  the  territo¬ 
ries  of  the  Medes.  Their  phyfiognomy  is 
thought  to  bear  feme  refemblance  to  the  Jewifh, 
and  a  fimilarity  alfo  prevails  in  theic  ceremo¬ 
nies. 

The  jagatay  and  Ufbek  Tartars  are  the  fame 
people  under  two  denominations.  Thefe  Buk- 
harian  Tartars  are  in  general  efteemed  the  molt 
civilised  of  the  mahometan  Tartars,  though 
they  are  as  great  robbers  as  the  reft.  Their  drefs 
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is  fhprt,  and  adapted  for  exercife  ;  that  of  the 
women  as  well  as  of  the  men.  Boiled  rice  and 
horfe-flefn.  conftitute  their  moil  delicious  viands; 
and  two  liquors  extracted  from  mares’  milk, 
their  ufual  beverage.  Their  language  is  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  Turkifh,  Mogul,  and  Perfian ;  but 
approaches  nearefl  to  the  latter.  They  have  only 
latterly  accuftomed  themfelves  to  fire-arms.  The 
dart,  arrow,  and  efpecially  the  fpear,  are  formid¬ 
able  weapons  in  their  hands.  They  alfo  wear 
coats  of  mail,  and  make  ufe  of  a  fhield  to  defend 
themfelves  from  the  fabre.  The  Tartars  of  Buk¬ 
hari  a  are  the  moil  robuil  and  valiant  of  all  the 
Tartars.  Their  wives  follow  them  to  the  field  ot 
flaugh-ter,  and  undauntedly  mix  with  the  com¬ 
batants.  Some  of  them  are  extremely  well  made, 
prettv,  and  even.beautiful. 

The  Ufbeck  horfes  have  neither  break  nor 
crupper,  have  a  long  ft  iff  neck,  very  high  legs, 
and  no  belly,  Almoftall  of  them  are  fhockingly 
thin,  but  exceedingly  fpirited,  and  almoft  in¬ 
defatigable.  The  moft  common  grafs,  or  even  a 
little  mofs,  will  fuffice  their  moft  preffing  occa- 
fions.  Thefe  people  are  continually  engaged  in 
hoitill  ies  with  the  Perfians,  who  are  only  fepa- 
rated  from  them  by  wide  tracts,  which  are  fa¬ 
vourable  to  their  incurfions  ;  but  the  ftates  of 
the  Great  Mogul  are  more  difficult  of  accefs, 
owing  to  the  high  mountains  which  divide  them. 
Thole  among  them  whofe  fubfiltence  depends 
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on  their  cattle,  live  under  tents  like  the  Kal- 
muks,  and  pitch  their  camps  indifcriminately 
wherever  the  herbage  they  are  in  want  of  is  moft 
plentiful.  Thofe  who  till  the  earth  inhabit  vil¬ 
lages  and  hamlets. 

Little  Bukharia  is  fo  called,  not  becaufe  it  is 
lefs  than  the  other,  but  becaufe  it  is  neither  fo 
fertile  nor  fo  populous.  It  is  compofed  of  a  long* 
chain  of  mountains  riling  from  fandy  deferts,  and 
extending  from  the  country  of  the  Kahnuks  to 
the  north-weft  of  China,  along  the  Mogul  em¬ 
pire  and  Thibet,  refembling  a  fea  interfperfed 
with  rocks  and  illands.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive 
that  there  is  no  travelling  from  one  habitable 
fpot  to  another  without  encountering  many  dif¬ 
ficulties,  and  rifking  various  dangers,  as  the 
Tartars  who  rove  the  plains,  and  the  pirates  who 
infeft  the  coafts,  are  conftantly  on  the  watch  for 
plunder.  This  country  produces  mulk,  quantities 
of  gold  dull,  and  precious  ftones,  without  except¬ 
ing  diamonds;  but  the  people  are  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  cutting  or  polilhing  them.  The  rivers  which 
walh  down  the  gold  and  filver  dull  lofe  thein- 
felves  in  the  fand.  Some  parts  of  thefe  deferts 
are  entirely  deftitute  of  verdure  and  water: 
others  are  interfered  by  tracts  of  tolerably  good 
ground,  which  are  known  to  travellers  of  that 
country  ;  though  by  no  means  fo  well  as  to  their 
camels,  who  fcent  them  from  afar,  and  haften  to 
arrive  there  to  refreih  tbemfelves. 
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Although  the  inhabitants  of  the  Lefler  Buk- 
haria  referable  thofe  of  the  Greater,  ftill  there 
are  fhades  diftinguifhing  them  deferving  notice. 
T  hey  are  of  a  darker  hue,  probably  from  the 
rehefted  heat  of  the  fandy  deferts.  They  are 
more  addicted  to  commerce  ;  and  alfo  more  fkil- 

s' 

ful  in  it.  Their  drefs  likewife  is  longer.  The 
women  wear  more  ornaments,  and  dye  their 
nails  red.  Their  furniture  is  very  far  from 
fumptuous.  Trunks  plated  with  iron  are  ranged 
along  the  walls,  on  which,  during  the  day,  the 
mattreffes  are  placed,  which  are  their  bed  at 
night.  They  drip  themfelves  to  go  to  reft  :  they 
neither  ufe  tables,  chairs,  knives,  nor  forks ; 
but  put  their'difhes  on  a  cloth,  which  alfo  ferves 
them  fora  napkin.  They  invented  before  us  a 
kind  of  fmall  cake,  compofed  of  minced  meat, 
which  will  keep,  and  of  which  they  make  very 
palatable  foup  in  their  long  journeys.  They  pre¬ 
pare  their  tea  with  milk,  fait,  and  butter ;  and 
they  are  no  ftrangers  to  bread. 

As  the  Bukharians  buy  their  wives,  their 
daughters  are  a  real  treafure.  The  betrothed 
couple  are  forbidden  by  the  law  either  to  fpeak 
to  or  fee  each  other  from  the  figning  of  the  con¬ 
tract  to  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  :  but  whe¬ 
ther  the  interval  be  long  or  fhort  is  not  known. 
They  have  another  law  to  the  full  as  ridiculous  ; 
the  wedded  pair  muft  not  fee  each  other  during 
the  ceremony,  which  is  performed  by  a  prieft. 
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The  bridegroom  cannot  fpeak  to  his  bride  till 
after  dinner,  and  then  only  a  few  minutes.  He 
quits  her,  returns  at  night,  finds  her  in  bed,  and 
lies  down  by  her  in  his  clothes  in  the  prefence 
of  the  other  women.  This  farce  is  renewed  for 
three  days ;  but  the  third  night  he  paffes  with 
her  entirely.  During  forty  days  after  childbirth 
a  woman  is  confidered  as  fo  impure,  that  (lie  is 
denied  the  privilege  of  faying  her  prayers.  Poly¬ 
gamy  is  accounted  a  fin  ;  but  it  is  not  the  lefs 
committed  by  the  greater  part  of  the  nation. 
Some  men  have  fix  wives  and  upwards. 

The 'Occupation  of  a  phyfician  in  this  country 
is,  to  read  afentence  from  fome  books  to  the  pa¬ 
tient,  to  breathe  on  him  feveral  times,  and  wave 
a  very  fharp  edged  knife  acrofs  his  face  to  cut 
the  root  of  the  diforder.  If  he  dies,  the  Koran  is 
placed  on  his  bread:,  which  cuftom  proves  ma- 
hometanifm  to  be  fhe  predominant  religion. 
The  Kalmuks,  however,  though  plunged,  ac¬ 
cording  to  hiftorians,  in  the  grolfeft  idolatry, 
allow  the  greateft  toleration  in  matters  *of  reli¬ 
gion.  The  Bukhars  fay,  that  God  firft  communi¬ 
cated  the  Koran  to  mankind  by  the  miniltry  of 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  ;  and  that  it  was  after- 
1  wards  explained  by  Mahomet.  They  have  an 
uncommon  veneration  for  Jefus  Chrift,  whom 
they  regard  as  a  great  prophet.  They  believe 
him  to  have  been  born  of  the  Virgin  Marv,  un- 
tainted  by  any  mortal  commerce  ;  but  of  the 
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birth  and  infancy  both  of  the  mother  and  child 
they  relate  a  multitude  of  improbable  fables. 
When  the  Virgin  carried  the  new-born  infant  to 
her  relations,  they  loaded  her  with  reproaches: 
fire  intreated  the  child  tojuftify  her,  and  he  fuc- 
'cefsfully  pleaded  his  mother’s  caufe.  Jefus,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  tradition,  was  expofed  to  perfe- 
cution,  and  purfued  by  affafiins.  God  rendered 
him  inv'ifible,  and  punifhed  thefe  mifcreants  by 
giving  them  fucceffively  the  appearance  of  the 
prophet.  His  enemies,  who  were  harailing  him, 
deceived  by  the  refemblance,  fell  on  them  and 
killed  them. 

The  Bukhars  believe  in  the  refurreflion,  and 
a  future  exigence  ;  but  they  cannot  be  perfuad- 
ed  that  any  mortal  ihall  be  eternally  damned  ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  argue,  that  as  the  devil  was 
the  author  of  fin,  fo  the  punifhment  will  fall  on 
him.  Morally  fpeaking,  it  certainly  would  be 
but  juft  that  the  wicked  ihould  have  their  fhare, 
if  it  were  but  to  intimidate  them  in  this  World. 
They  fuppofe  different  degrees  of  pleafure  and 
torture  inheaven  and  hell  and  confign  to  the  bot- 
'tomlefs  pit  all  liars,  deceivers,  and  incendiaries. 
They  fay  that  one  eledt  will  be  chofen  out  of  an 
hundred  men,  and  one  out  of  a  thoufand  wo¬ 
men.  They  confider  it  finful  to  fay  that  God  is 
in  heaven;  lince  he  is  every- where,  and  it  is  dif- 
honouring  his  omniprefence  to  imagine  him  con- 
lined  to  any  particular  fpot.  Five  hours  in  the 
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day  are  appointed  for  prayers,  and  they  obferve 
a  month’s  faft,  extremely  fevere  during  the 
day,  but  which  is  relaxed  at  night,  when  they 
are  allowed  to  eat  and  drink. 

Twenty-five  princes  defcended  from  Jenghis 
Khan,  by  Jagatay  his  eldeft  fon,  have  reigned 
in  Great  Bukharia.  Their  empire  continued 
during  a  feries  of  an  hundred  and  feventy  years, 
and  terminated  in  the  fecondyearof  the  fifteenth 
century,  owing  to  the  diffenfions  amongft  rela¬ 
tions,  whofe  ambition  was  aftive  in  expelling 
each  other  from  the  throne.  The  laft  fovereign 
was  only  a  nominal  prince,  who  commanded 
fome  battalions  of  troops  in  the  army  of  Tamer¬ 
lane.  The  khans  of  Little  Bukharia  were  alfo 
the  defeendants  of  Jenghis  Khan,  by  the  fame 
Jagatay,  but  the  direft  line  was  not  unfre- 
quently  interrupted.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth  century  it  even  was  almoft  effaced.  It 
continued  to  re-appear  at  intervals,  until  the 
fifth  year  of  the  feventeenth.  It  probably  may' 
(till  exift,  but  it  is  thought  to  be  extinft. 

The  converfion  of  Togalak,  the  firft  among 
thefe  princes  who  embraced  mahometifm,  is  at¬ 
tended  with  remarkable  events.  Being  hunting, 
he  met  a  mahometan  trader,  whom  he  treated 
moft  brutally.  The  good  muffulman’s  patience 
affected  the  prince,  who  promifed  to  embrace  a 
religion  capable  of  infpiring  fo  much  virtue  ;  but 
this  refolution  was  foon  forgotten.  Fruitlefs  were 
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the  muffulman  apoftle’s  endeavours  to  remind 
him  of  his  word,  he  was  debarred  from  gaining 
accefs  to  the  prince  as  well  as  his  fon,  whom  he 
exhorted  to  effe£t  that  good  deed  with  his  dying 
breath.  The  attempts  of  the  latter  to  enter  the 
palace  being  always  fruffrated,  he  adopted  the 
expedient  of  afcending  a  neighbouring  acclivity, 
and  there  repeating  his  morning  prayers,  which 
he  did  in  fo  very  audible  a  voice  as  to  wake 
Togalak,  who  fent  for  the  zealot  to  demand  the 
reafon  of  his  violent  ejaculations.  To  recoiled! 
his  promife  to  be  converted,  was  the  affair  of  a 
moment.  His  courtiers  followed  his  example, 
except  one,  who,  however,  agreed  to  comply  on 
one  condition.  “  VVe  have  here,”  faid  he,  “  a 
<c  Mogul  of  extraordinary  hrength,  if  the  ma- 
“  hometan  will  wreftle  with  him,  and  can  over- 
<£  throw  him,  I  will  embrace  his  religion.”  The 
mhhonary  accepted  the  challenge  ;  and  being 
apparently  as  well  gifted  with  fine'ws  as  lungs, 
on  the  firth  onfet  extended  the  Mogul  on  the 
earth,  where  he  continued  for  tome  time  fenfelefs. 
The  efficacy  of  this  inftrudlion  inftantly  convert¬ 
ed  both  the  Tartar  and  his  champion. 

Iran. 

The  account  on  which  we  are  entering  of  the 
fovereigns  of  Iran,  is  alfo  appropriate  to  thofe 
who  reigned  in  Bukharia.  Thefe  two  countries 
were  the  fcenes  of  adiion  of  thofe  celebrated 
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warriors  Jenghis  Khan,  Tamerlane,  and  their 
pofterity.  Iran  is  denominated  by  the  Afiatics 
the  two  Iraks,  viz.  the  Arabian  or  Babylonian, 
and  the  Perfian.  We  will  defcribe  it  under  the 
fame  names.  That  of  which  we  fhall  more 
immediately  treat  at  prefent  is  the  latter,  of 
which  Ifpahan  is  the  capital.  Modern  Perfia, 
or  the  Perfia  of  the  Sophis,  we  will  next  confider; 
and  to  prevent  the  neglefl  of  any  thing  which 
might  tend  to  elucidate  the  hiftory  of  the  Tartars 
and  their  neighbours  we  will  glance  on  the  em_ 
pire  of  the  Perfian  Gulf,  the  Turkomans,  and  the 
Great  Ufbeks,  before  we  enter  on  India. 

From  the  death  of  Jenghis  Khan,  in  1227,  Huiaka. 
Iran  was  governed  by  captains  fent  thither  by 
his  fucceffors,  till  the  year  1251 ;  when  Mengko, 
the  fourth  Mogul  khan,  entrufted  that  province 
to  Hulaku,  his  brother.  He  cleared  it  of  the 
Ifmaelians,  that  nation  of  alfaffins,  who  made 
even  kings  to  tremble  on  their  throne,  extended 
his  authority  into  Iconia,  took  Bagdad,  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  caliph,  and  poffeifed  himfelf  of  Aleppo, 
Mouful,  Damafcus,  and  part  of  Syria.  All 
thefe  conquefts  were  effected  in  the  fhort'fpace 
of  fix  years.  He  is  accounted  the  head  of  the 
dynafty  of  Mogul  princes  in  Perfia,  though  it 
certainly  ought  to  be  traced  back  to  Jenghis 
Khan,  from  whom  he  was  defcended. 

Abaka  his  fon  was  attacked  by  Barkah,  khan  Atnka, 
of  Bukharia,  a  defcendant,  as  well  as  himfelf,  of I26> 
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Jenghis  Khan,  and  by  another  branch  alfo  of 
the  pofterity  of  Jagatay.  Confequently  thefe 
princes  had  already  rent  afunder  the  ties  of 
confanguinity.  Abaka  drove  out  the  Mamlucks 
of  Egypt,  and  penetrated  into  Syria.  He  was 
poifoned  by  his  vizier,  whom  he  had  threatened 
to  difgrace. 

His  fon  Ahmed  was  chofen  for  his  fucceffor 
by  the  grandees  of  the  nation  5  but  he  loft  their 
efteem  by  embracing  mahometifm,  for  which 
the  Moguls,  at  that  period,  expreffed  a  rooted 
averfion.  Argun,  his  nephew,  thought  that  a 
favourable  moment  to  afpire  to  the  throne  ;  he 
was  taken  prifoner  by  his  uncle,  who  fentenced 
him  to  fuffer  death,  and  withdrew  during  the 
execution  of  his  orders;  but  the  malcontents 
delivered  the  nephew,  placed  him  at  their  head, 
followed  Ahmed,  who  was  quite  unfufpicious 
of  their  intention,  fell  upon  him,  and  killed 
him. 

Raifed  to  the  throne  becaufe  of  his  deteftation 
of  mahometifm,  Argun’s  hatred  for  that  religion 
was  fufficient  to  infpire  its  enthufiafts  with  fears 
left  he  ftiould  abolifh  it.  For  that  purpofe  he 
difmiffed  an  able  vizier  who  favoured  it,  and  gave 
all  his  confidence  to  a  Jewifh  phyfician  ;  but 
when,  aided  by  his  minifter,  he  was  meditating 
the  annihilation  of  iflamifm,  Providence,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  muffulmen,  who  is  conftantly 
watching  over  its  prefervation,  invoked  by  the 
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prayers  of  the  faithful,  prevented  its  deftru&ion. 
Argun  fell  ill,  and  before  he  died  his  Jewifli 
counfellor  was  aflafiinated. 

Ganjatu,  the  fon  of  Abaka,  was  appointed  to  Ganjatn, 
fucceed  him.  His  name,  in  the  Mogul  tongue,  ?91" 
fignifies  wondroufly  Alining.  He  was  very 
vigilant  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  but 
greatly  diflionoured  himfelf  by  his  libertinifm. 
Several  noblemen,  whofe  daughters  he  had 
forced  away,  confpired  againft  him,  and  maf- 
facred  him.  Other  authors  relate  that  he  was 
llain,  becaufe  he  attempted  to  introduce  paper 
money  into  Perfia. 

Baydu  his  uncle  reigned  only  eight  months.  Bayd*. 
He  is  fufpe£ted  of  having  been  an  accomplice 
in  the  murder  of  Ganjatu.  A  fon  of  Argun, 
named  Gazan,  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
avenge  Ganjatu,  or  rather  imagined  it  a  good 
pretext  to  ufurp  the  fovereignty.  The  two 
rivals  agreed  to  the  pacificatory  meafures  pro- 
pofed  by  the  nobles.  They  had  a  meeting,  in 
which  each  imbibed  fufpicions  to  the  other’s 
prejudice;  and  from  that  time  they  fpread  fnares 
for  the  ruin  of  each  other,  into  which  Baydu,  be¬ 
ing  the  mod  feeble,  fell. 

Gazan  having  quitted  Khoraflan,  where  he  Gazan, 
reigned  in  tranquillity,  to  aflame  the  throne,  1194 
Perfia  was  much  harafled  by  feme  of  his  rela¬ 
tives,  who  were  ambitious  to  fway  the  Perfian 
fceptre  as  well  as  himfelf.  Their  defires  were 
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repreffed  by  Neuruz  the  emir,  whom  to  recom- 
penfe  for  his  fidelity,  on  very  ill-fapported  fuf- 
picrons,  Gazan  put  to  death.  This  prince 
fuccefsfully  vattacked  Syria ;  but  he  had  no 
fooner  quitted  it  than  the  Mogul  garrifons  were 
ail  maffacred.'  He  governed  with  tolerable 
wifdom  and  equity,  but  this  did  not  protect 
him  from  affaffination  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
his  reign. 

Aijapja,  Whether  he  left  any  fons  is  not  known,  but 

I3°3‘  it  is  certain  that  Aljaptu  bis  fucceffor  was  not 
his  fon.  He  alfo  was  in  poffeffion  of  Khoraffan, 
and  endeavoured  to  reconquer  Syria  but  his 
efforts  were  unavailing.  He  was  attacked  by 
the  Turks,  whom  he  repulfea.  The  city  of 
Sultania  owes  its  origin  to  Aljaptu,  who  made 
it  his  refidence.  He,  of  all  the  princes  of 
Jenghis  Khan’s  race,  was  the  molt  diftinguifhed 
for  his  love  of  juftice  and  religion,  which  he 
rendered  flourifhing  throughout  his  dominions, 
although  he  was  but  twenty-three  years  of  age 
when  he  afcended  the  throne.  He  reigned 
twelve. 

Abufaid,  The  reign  of  Abufaid  his  fon  was  difturbed  by  . 

1313.  0  / 

the  intrigues  of  love  and  court  cabals.  His 

father  had  two  viziers  or  minifters,  who  were 
both  very  intelligent  men.  The  fon  continued 
them  in  their  poll;;  but  wanted  either  the  au¬ 
thority  or  addrefs  to  maintain  a  friendly  corre- 
fpondence  between  them.  One  of  them  fup- 
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planted  the  other,  by  the  aid  of  Juban,  the  ge¬ 
neral  in  chief  of  the  army,  whom  he  had  perfuad- 
ed  to  efpoufe  his  caufe,  and  thefe  two  men  be¬ 
came  the  matters ;  but  the  vizier  dying,  all  the 
authority  devolved  to  Juban,  who  was  a  very 

great  warrior.  To  attach  him  ttill  more  to  his 

0 

intereft,  the  fultan  gave  him  his  own  fitter  in 
marriage. 

Juban  had  a  daughter  of  extraordinary  beauty, 
named  Khatun.  Whether  it  were  that  the  fultan 
was  unacquainted  with  her,  or  whether  from 
caprice,  is  not  known  ;  but,  in  fa£t,  he  was  not 
enamoured  of  her  till  fhe  was  married  to  a 
nobleman  named  Haffan.  Abufaid,  hurried 
away  by  his  paflion,  demanded  her  of  her  father, 
by  a  right  founded  on  the  Mogul  law,  which 
obliged  every  individual  to  repudiate  his  wife  if 
the  fultan  wilhed  to  efpoufe  her.  The  father 
refufed  his  confent  to  the  divorce;  and  removed 
his  daughter  and  fon  in-law  to  a  diftanee  from 
the  court.  The  irritated  prince  exprefled  his 
indignation  in  terms  which  could  not  fail  to 
alarm  the  general,  who  withdrew  into  Khorafian, 
where  he  was  much  beloved,  and  levied  an  army. 
Notwithftanding  his  martial  prowefs,  the  war 
was  unfuccefsful ;  for  though  it  began  in  vic¬ 
tory,  the  troops  were  foon  gained  over  by  the 
fovereign’s  emiflaries,  and  abandoned  the  general. 
He  took  refuge  with  a  man  who  formerly  had 
beenhis  pupil,  and  who  owed  him  various  obliga- 
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tions ;  but  the  pupil,  too  venal  to  withftand 
the  dazzling  offers  of  Abufai'd,  caufed  his  tutor 
to  be  affaflinated,  and  fent  his  head  to  the  fuitan. 

When  he  went  to  receive  the  promifed  re¬ 
ward,  he  was  extremely  furprized  to  find  that 
Haffan  bad  given  up  his  wife  to  the  fultan,  and 
that  flie,  whofe  father  he  had  juft  murdered,  en¬ 
joyed  an  unbounded  power  over  her  new  fpoufe. 
However,  he  advanced,  but  was  received  with 
mortifying  coldnefs  and  had  reafon  to  deem 
himfelf  very  fortunate  that  he  was  fufFered  to 
depart,  fruftrated  only  in  his  hopes  of  reward. 
The  great  authority  poflefled  by  Khatun  made 
her  enemies,  who  inftilled  jealoufy  into  the 
prince’s  mind,  by  perfuading  him  that  (he  had 
fecret  affignations  with  her  firft  hufiband.  If  fhe 
were  unable  to  convince  him,  at  lead  fhe  had 
the  art  of  appealing  him,  which  every  woman 
knows  how  to  employ  on  a  fimilar  occafion  :  but 
jealoufy  once  more  refumed  its  fway ;  and  to 
prevent  her  falling  a  vidtim  to  its  baneful  in¬ 
fluence,  fhe  gave  him  poifon.  He  expired  in 
his  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age,  and  nineteenth 
ot  his  reign. 

?337.  Abufaid,  too  young  to  govern,  and  too  much 
the  fiave  of  his  own  paffions,  and  thofe  of 
his  nobles,  minifters,  and  generals,  left  the  em¬ 
pire  a  prey  to  dilturbances.  The  Moguls  nq 
longer  recognized  the  race  of  Jengbis  Khan, 
The  nobles  foitified  themfelve^  in  the  different 
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provinces  which  they  plundered,  and  took  up 
arms  againft  each  other.  Of  this  number  were 
the  Ilkanian,  defcended  from  Hulaku,  a  former 
fultan ;  and  the  Jubanian,  from  the  unfortunate 
general  Juban.  The  firft  reigned  feventy-fix  years 
over  Arabian  Irak,  and  a  part  of  Azerbejan,  and 
the  fecond  only  twenty,  in  the  other  part  and  in 
Perfian  Irak.  All  thefe  petty  fovereignties  were 
fwallowed  up  in  that  of  Tamerlane. 

Timur  Bek,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Tamerlane, 
Tamerlane,  was  born  in  the  midft  of  the I3j9’ 
troubles  which  defolated  Perfia.  He  had  at¬ 
tained  his  twenty-fifth  year  when  he  loft  Tragai 
his  father,  one  of  the  chieftains,  who  after  the  \ 
death  of  Abufaid  had  taken  poffeffion  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  that  empire.  To  fave  his  ufurped  power, 
he  was  obliged  to  form  an  alliance  with  the 
neighbouring  chiefs,  the  moft  powerful  of  whom 
was  the  emir  Huffayn.  Theyboth  encounter¬ 
ed  extreme  dangers  in  the  wars  they  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  wage.  Timur  valiantly  expofed  his 
perfon  in  every  formidable  engagement ;  he  was 
as  well  acquainted  with  the  art  of  commanding 
as  fighting  ;  he  experienced  whatever  is  called 
the  fortune  of  arms :  he  was  a  conqueror,  defeat¬ 
ed,  made  prifoner,  releafed,  wounded,  fleeing  al- 
moft  alone  through  deferts,  re-appearing  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  few  vagabond  troops,  augmenting 
his  forces,  received  in  the  great  cities,  fometimes 
on  friendly  terms  with  Huffayn,  at  qthers  at 
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variance  with  him;  but  at  length  he  was  more 
powerful  than  his  colleague,  whofe  jealoufy, 
avarice,  and  bad  qualities,  eftranged  the  affeCtion 
both  of  his  troops  and  generals,  while  Timur’s 
valour,  affability,  and  juftice,  captivated  every 
heart. 

Their  empire  was  extended,  notwithftanding 
the  contrariety  of  their  difpofitions ;  but  Ti¬ 
mur  had  the  modefty  to  take  only  a  fecondary 
rank  in  their  common  intereft,  with  refpedt  to 
the  general  ad  a)  ini  ft  rati  on  of  thofe  hates  they 
had  added  to  their  primary  polfeffions.  Huffayn 
was  not  even  then  fatisfied  with  the  authority 
which  Timur  had  ceded  to  him.  He  fpread 
-  fnares  for  him,  attempted  to  furprize  him  ;  and, 
in  fhort,  adopted  fuch  upjuftifiable  condudf,  that 
Timur,  obliged  to  defend  himfelf,. declared  war 
againft  him.  Thefe  hoftilities  were  very  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  Huffayn;  all  the  princes,  as  well 
tributary  as  dependent,  ranged  themfelves  on 
the  fide  of  Timur.  He  befieged  his  rival  in  the 
city  of  Balk,  whither  he  had  retired,  and  took 
him  prifoner.  On  his  being  led  into  his  pre¬ 
fence,  the  recollection  of  their  ancient  friend- 
Ihip  drew  tears  from  his  eyes,  fie  was  defired 
to  pronounce  his  doom;  but  he  oidy  replied,  “  I 
“  renounce  the  right  that  I  have  to  deprive  him 
“  of  life.”  The  emirs  or  nobles  perceiving 
how  much  Timur  was  affeCted,  and  fearing 
Huffayn ’s  refentment  fhould  his  life  be  {pared. 
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determined  not  to  confider  the  emperor’s  renun¬ 
ciation  of  his  power  as  a  pardon  to  the  captured 
prince,  but  followed  the  prifoner  out  when  he 
withdrew,  and  killed  him.  Thus  Timur  found 
himfelf  alone  at  the  head  of  a  vaft  empire,  which 
he  afterwards  augmented  by  vi£tories  that  have 
entitled  him  to  a  place  among  the  moft  illuf- 
trious  conquerors,  under  the  appellation  of  Ta¬ 
merlane. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  decide  whether  the  wars  fuf- 
tained  by  Tamerlane  on  his  acceffion  againft  fe- 
veral  princes  who  refufed  to  fubmit,  or  attempt¬ 
ed  to  free  themfelves  from  his  yoke,  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  revolts  or  not.  His  condutt  towards 
them  feems  tQ  ffiew  that  he  did  not  regard  them  in 
that  light ;  fince  he  treated  thefe  petty  fovereigns, 
not  as  rebels,  but  as  princes  who  were  defeated 
in  their  lawful  defenfe.  There  are  examples 
of  his  extending  his  pardon  toward  them  two 
or  three  times,  inviting  them  to  court,  and  even 
engaging  them  to  remain  there  by  prefents, 
employments,  and  dignities.  On  the  contrary, 
he  behaved  with  a  degree  of  feverity  approach¬ 
ing  to  barbarity,  towards  thofe  of  his  natural 
fubjefts  who  had  taken  up  arms,  and  made  an 
obftinate  refiftance  on  the  mitigation  of  their 
emirs.  It  is  difficult  to  difcover  the  motive  of 
this  unjuft  condu£t,  uniefs  it  were  to  infpire  the 
people  with  hatred  apd  contempt  for  thefe 
princes,  who  not  only  were  incapable  of  delivering 
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them  from  the  danger  to  which  they  had  been 
expofed,  but  even  derived  fome  advantages  from 
their  misfortunes.  How  is  it  that  mankind  do 
not  join  in  refuting  to  fight  ? 

What  torrents  of  blood  did  not  the  ambition 
of  Tamerlane  thed!  Tamerlane  who  faid — “  that 
it  was  neither  confident  nor  proper  that  the 
"  earth  tliould  be  governed  by  two  monarchs.” 
J I  is  firft  expedition  after  his  being  acknow¬ 
ledged  emperor  was  againft  the  Getes,  the  fe- 
cond  againft  Khoraflan.  The  people  of  thefe 
countries,  being  all  a  martial  race,  were  not  an 
eafy  conqueft.  Several  times  he  returned  to  the 
charge,  but  at  length  fubdued  them,  and  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  he  had  furmounted  heightened  his  glory 
and  power.  His  court  became  that  of  a  fove- 
reign  fuperior  to  every  other;  his  officers  bore 
the  titles  of  khans,  or  fultans,  which  are  equi¬ 
valent  to  that  of  king,  and  our  moft  eminent 
dignities.  He  was  furrounded  with  emirs,  ci¬ 
vil  and  military  officers,  and  fcheiks  defeended 
from  Mahomet,  men  who  were  extremely  reve¬ 
renced,  and  who  applied  themfelves  to  the  ftudy 
of  the  feiences,  and  profefled  the  moft  rigid  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion. 

13S1.  Tamerlane  had  fixed  his  refidence  at  Samar- 
eand,  but  he  enlarged  and  embelliffied  another 
city  called  Kefh,  which  alfo  had  a  feminary  for 
the  fciehces,  and.  enriched  it  with  the  orna¬ 
ments  he  had  found  in  the  capital  of  the  Getes* 
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Even  the  gates,  curioufly  wrought,  and  covered 
with  remarkable  infcriptions,  he  removed  to  his 
new-built  town.  He  likewife  tranfported  thi¬ 
ther  the  united  treafures  of  the  kings  of  Guris, 
confining  of  gold  and  filver  coin,  both  rough 
andpolifhed  precious  ftones,  magnificent  thrones, 
golden  crowns,  table  utenfils,  gold  and  filver 
brocades,  and  a  variety  of  other  valuable  effects  ; 
the  accumulated  wealth  of  ages.  A  tax  alfo, 
under  the  form  of  ranfom,  was  levied  on  the 
inhabitants,  more  fortunate  than  the  Getes,  who 
had  dared  to  oppofe  the  conqueror’s  arms.  He 
made  there  upwards  of  two  thoufand  prifoners, 
who  were,  by  his  command,  piled  upon  one 
another  with  bricks  and  mortar  to  conftijuCt 
towers.  This  mod  horrible  fpecies  of  cruelty 
was  not  unfrequently  praCtifed  by  Tamerlane. 

Thefe  atrocities  are  afton idling  in  a  man  who 
was  not  deftitute  of  fenfibility  ;  but  he  probably, 
like  many  other  perfons,  though  not  princes, 
might  be  devoid  of  feeling  except  in  his  per- 
fonal  afflictions.  For  example,  at  the  death  of 
his  Ton  Jehanghir,  and  of  two  of  his  wives,  he 
experienced  fo  great  a  ffloek  as  reduced  him  to 
a  kind  of  ftupor.  He  fliut  himfelf  up  in  his 
palace,  abandoned  himfelf  to  tears  and  lamenta¬ 
tions,  negleCtful  of  all  date  affairs,  and  dedicat¬ 
ing  his  whole  time  to  prayers.  At  length,  lif- 
tening  to  the  reprefentations  of  his  miniflers, 
he  once  more  refumed  his  ufual  occupations. 
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<e  Convinced,”  faid  he,  “  that  one  Tingle  hour 
“  devoted  by  the  fovereign  to  the  adminiftra- 
£‘  tion  of  juftice  is  of  greater  utility  and  im- 
“  portance  than  all  the  worthip  he  could  offer 
“  the  Deity,  and  the  prayers  he  could  addrefs 
“  to  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.” 

It  would  be  too  fatiguing  to  follow  him  in  all 
his  conquefts  through  Perfia,  Armenia,  Georgia, 
into  Turkeftan,  Karazm,  the  territory  of  the 
Kipjaks,  the  Turkmans,  to  the  gates  of  Afta- 
rabad,  Tauris,  and  numerous  other  cities  which 
he  took  either  by  capitulation  or  ftorm  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  rarely  obtained  mercy.  To  fhame  thefe  fe¬ 
rocious  conquerors,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
fimilar  horrors  if  poffible,  the  dreadful  fate  of 
Ifpahan,  the  capital  of  Perfia,  which  had  re¬ 
belled,  ought  to  be  particularized.  Tamerlane 
iffued  a  mandate,  ordering  the  maffacre  of  all 
the  inhabitants,  except  thofe  who  had  faved  the 
lives  of  fome  of  his  foldiers.  To  infure  the 
execution  of  his  fanguinary  commands,  each 
company  was  obliged  to  furnifh  a  hated  number 
of  heads.  The  troops  bought  them  of  each 
other  to  complete  their  contingent.  So  little 
mercy  was  fhewn  the  wretched  people,  that  at 
laft  they  were  fold  at  the  vilefl  price.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  regifler  of  the  divan,  they  amounted 
to  feventy  thoufand,  and  were  employed  in  the 
building  of  towers  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

From  Ifpahan,  Tamerlane  carried  his  vidto- 
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rious  arms  into  Rufifia,  crofted  the  great  rivers 
Volga,  Yaik,  and  Oby,  penetrated  into  the 
northern  parts  of  Mufcovy,  beheld  the  frozen 
ocean,  conducted  his  forces  through  unmeafured 
regions,  where  during  the  courfe  of  months 
they  traced  not  the  foot  of  man.  He  fubdued 
the  moft  important  places  of  thofe  countries, 
fuch  as  Aftracan,  Tobolfk,  Mofcow,  and  treated 
thofe  that  valiantly  defended  themfelves  nearly 
the  fame  as  he  had  done  Ifpahan.  He  difpatched 
an  army  againft  the  Kurdes,  a  wandering  nation 
who  fubfifted  by  plunder  ;  but  with  what  had  he 
to  reproach  them  ?  he,  who  had  plundered  Alia, 
and  even  continued  to  harafs  its  inhabitants  in 
their  native  deferts  ?  It  muft  be  confeffed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  if  he  gathered  laurels  in  thefe  expe¬ 
ditions,  they  were  the  juft  reward  of  his  (kill, 
his  cares,  his  laborious  life,  his  courage  neither 
would  he  pardon  the  fmalleft  appearance  of 
pufillanimity.  As  a  chaftilement  to  one  of  his 
captains  for  having  loft  an  inconfiderable  ad¬ 
vantage,  after  feverely  reprimanding  him,  he 
ordered  his  beard  to  be  fhaved,  his  face  painted 
with  cerufe  and  vermilion,  and  a  woman’s  cap 
to  be  put  on  his  head.  In  this  difguife  he  was 
compelled  to  run  through  the  town  barefooted. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  magnificently  recom- 
penfed  his  brave  adherents.  He  took  great  de¬ 
light  in  feeing  his  army  recreating  themfelves  in 
games  and  feftivals,  for  whole  days  together, 
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after  vidlory.  He  then  would  reward  his  gene¬ 
rals  with  veils  of  honour  and  jewels,  warmly 
intereil  himfelf  in  their  happinefs,  be  prefent  at 
their  weddings,  and  in  any  profperity  attendant 
on  himfelf,  receive  their  felicitations  with  marks 
of  real  fenfibility.  On  his  filler’s  congratulat¬ 
ing  him  on  the  birth  of  a  grand-fon  he  gave  a 
fplendid  feall.  The  tents  occupied  a  fpace  of 
fix  miles  y  his  pavilion,  placed  beneath  a  ca¬ 
nopy  fupported  by  forty  columns,  was  as  fpa- 
cious  as  a  palace.  When  all  was  prepared,  the 
emperor  advanced,  with  the  crown  encircling  his 
brow  and  the  fceptre  in  his  hand,  and  feated  him¬ 
felf  on  a  throne  raifed  in  the  middle  of  his  tent, 
ornamented  with  precious  Hones.  A  great 
number  of  the  molt  beautiful  females  of  Afia, 

-  fhaded  with  veils  of  gold  brocade  fludded  with 
jewels,  filled  the  two  fides  of  the  throne.  The 
muficians  occupied  two  rows  ;  nine  Rewards, 
holding  golden  maces,  preceded  the  courfe,  and 
were  followed  by  cupbearers,  holding  decanters 
containing  red  wine,  white  wine,  wine  of 
Shiras,  Mazanderan,  Kofrwan,  and  brandy  as 
clear  as  rock  water.  The  multitude  of  lovely 
women,  whofe  braided  hair  reached  the  ground, 
gave  additional  lullre  to  the  afiembly.  The 
feftival  ended  with  fhews  and  dances.  This 
may,  in  fome  degree,  convey  an  idea  of  Afiatic 
magnificence  and  galantry. 

There  is  alfo  on  record  the  defcription  of  two 
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palaces  built  by  Tamerlane.  One  was  erected  near 
Samarcand.  It  was  the  work  of  the  molt  fkilful 
architefts  of  Pcrfia  and  Bagdad.  The  four  corners 
had  each  a  pavilion;  the  walls  were  in  frefco;  and 
the  paintings  equalled  the  produfitions  of  the  firft 
matters.  The  court  was  paved  with  marble  ; 
the  bottom  of  the  walls,  both  without  and  within, 
were  lined  with  porcelain.  The  other  palace, 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  capital,  was 
fituated  in  a  fine  plain.  He  called  it,  the  Garden 
that  delighteth  the  Heart,  and  added  to  this  name 
that  of  a  favourite  fultana.  It  was  in  form  of 
a  regular  fquare,  in  the  centre  of  each  fide  of 
which  was  a  door.  The  edifice  confilted  of 
three  ftories  ere&ed  on  arches  ;  the  ceilings 
were  ornamented  with  flowered  mofaic  work, 
and  the  walls  with  porcelain.  Whatever  could 
charm  the  fight  was  colle&ed  to  embellifli  it; 
beauty  and  durability  were  united,  and  a  mar¬ 
ble  colonade  gave  it  an  air  of  grandeur.  The 
garden  was  laid  out  with  the  greateft  fymmetry 
into  fquares  for  flowers  and  fruit-trees ;  the 
alleys  were  planted  with  fycamores  and  various 
kinds  of  trees ;  and  each  of  the  four  corners 
were  adorned  with  a  pavilion,  incrufted  with 
the  moll  beautiful  porcelain,  arranged  with  an 
admirable  degree  of  art. 

That  Tamerlane  did  not  fix  his  refidence  in 
thefe  charming  abodes,  can  only  be  afcribed  to  the 
pleafures  he  found  in  the  buftle  of  a  march ;  and 
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din  of  arms,  by  long  ufe,  became  his  prevailing 
paflion.  From  the  northern  regions  of  Afia,  his 
infatiable  third  for  conqueft  brought  him  back 
to  the  fouth,  to  the  propitious  countries  wafhed 
by  the  Indus  and  the  Ganges.  It  was  his  fana- 
tical  zeal  for  hiahometanifm  that  excited  him 
to  this  enterprize.  This  prince  was  extremely 
devout ;  hidorians  obferve,  that  in  his  journies 
If  there  was,  though  out  of  his  road,  the 
tomb  of  a  revered  faint,  he  never  failed  to  turn 
adde  to  vifit  it.  But  on  no  oecafion  did  he  be¬ 
tray  fo  great  a  degree  of  the  profelytifm  which 
gives  birth  to  cruelty  as  in  the  war  of  Hindof- 
tan,  and  that  of  Georgia  which  followed  it. 

He  had  already  formed  a  refolution  to  carry 
his  arms  into  China,  and  extirpate  the  infi¬ 
dels.  Unfortunately  for  the  Indians,  fome  of 
his  generals  penetrated  into  their  territory.  No 
fooner  had  the  news  reached  Tamerlane,  than 
it  inflamed  his  zeal ;  he  determined  to  partake 
of  the  glory  of  the  gazi,  that  is  to  fay,  the  holy 
war,  and  refolved  to  march  thither  in  perfon  ; 
for  though  mahometanifm  was  profeffed  at 
Dehli,  and  in  other  cities  of  that  empire,  the 
greater  part  was  inhabited  by  the  ghebrs,  wor- 
ihippers  of  fire,  whom  the  mahometans  con¬ 
sidered  as  idolaters.  As  foon  as  the  latter  found 
themfelves  fupported  by  fo  powerful  a  protedtor^ 
they  complained  of  the  hardfhips  inflicted  on 
them  by  the  ghebrs,  the  molt  peaceful  and 
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leaf!  Intolerant  people  on  the  earth.  Without 
further  examination,  Tamerlane  fell  on  thefe 
pretended  perfecutors,  made  an  aftonifhing  maf- 
,  facre,  purfued  them,  fome  into  their  cities,  and 

others  into  the  caverns  of  the  mountains.  Thofe 

\  ~ 

in  the  cities  every-where  experienced  a  raoft 
cruel  fate:  they  were  torn  from  their  habitations, 
abandoned  to  a  brutal  foldiery,  and  fold  into  fla- 
very.  One  of  thefe  cities  offered  fo  ranfom  with 
money  the  lives  of  its  inhabitants  ;  but  while 
they  were  difputing  concerning  the  fum,  Ta¬ 
merlane’s  troops  entered  through  the  breach 
fword  in  hand.  The  difperfed  ghebrs  them- 
felves  fet  fire  to  their  houfes,  threw  their  wealth, 
their  wives,  and  children,  into  the  flames,  and 
perifihed  to  the  Jaft  man,  bravely  defending 
themfelves  on  the  fmoking  ruins.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  caverns,  who  thought  themfelves 
inacceflible,  were  aflonifhed  to  fee  wooden 
trunks  fufpended  to  iron  chains  at  the  entrance 
of  their  fubterraneous  retreats,  pouring  forth 
fierce  foldiers,  who  purfued  them  into  the  dark- 
fome  confines  of  their  caves  with  dreadful  car¬ 
nage. 

Thus  it  was  rather  a  chafe  than  a  war,  until 
the  main  body  of  the  armies  were  in  fight  of 
each  other.  That  of  the  Indians,  icommanded 
by  fultan  Mahmud  Khan,  emperor  of  India,  was 
attended  by  feveral  kings,  his  allies  and  vaffals, 
who  had  joined  him  with  the  braveft  of  their 
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troops.  Previous  to  the  battle,  Tamerlane  w?s 
told  that  his  camp  was  filled  with  prifoners, 
chiefly  ghebrs  and  idolaters,  who  during  the 
engagement  might  perhaps  efcape  to  the  enemy. 
“  Let  them  be  put  to  death,”  exclaimed  the 
tyrant  j  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  upwards  of  a 
hundred  thoufand  of  thefe  wretched  vittims 
were  maflacred.  After  this  horrid  prelude  the 
two  armies  engaged  with  a  degree  of  fury 
worthy  of  people  who,  on  the  one  fide,  fought 
for  the  defenfe  of  their  gods,  their  wives,  their 
children  ;  on  the  other,  for  the  glory  of  a  reli¬ 
gion  which  promifed  ineffable  rewards  to  its 
martyrs  {lain  in  battle.  The  fanatics  prevailed, 
but  not  till  the  reliflance  of  their  valiant  adver- 
faries  had  greatly  thinned  the  army  of'  the  con¬ 
querors.  Mahmud  and  his  generals  fled,  and 
abandoned  their  unhappy  country  to  the  mercy 
of  thefe  unrelenting  banditti,  as  a  torrent  whofe 
courfe  it  is  impoflible  to  divert  is  buffered  to  roll 
on  its  impetuous  devaftating  waves. 

Delhi,  the  capital,  was  taken  and  demolifli- 
ed.  Many  other  confiderable  cities  experienced 
the  fame  fate.  No  mercy  was  ever  extended 
to  the  ghebrs,  who,  wherever  they  were  found, 
were  maflacred.  There  is  no  exaggeration  in 
afferting,  that  millions  periflied  in  this  bloody 
war.  The  only  privilege  granted  to  the  ma- 
hometans  was  being  reduced  to  llavery.  It  is 
fcarcely  poflible  to  conceive  the  prodigious 
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booty  the  troops  of  Tamerlane  made  in  this  ex¬ 
pedition,  which  was  one  uninterrupted  fcene  of 
plunder  and  devaluation.  Every  foldier  was 
loaded  with  diamonds  and  jewels,  the  rich  fpoils 
of  the  richell  country  in  the  world;  and  drag^ 
ged  in  his  -train  a  multitude  of  (laves,  of  which 
ihe  meanelt  in  the  ranks  claimed  fome  fcores. 
Thefe  fafts  would  be  thought  incredible,  were 
they  not  attefted  by  cotemporary  hiftorians 
who  had  ocular  proof  themfelves,  or  at  lead 
related  the  events  from  the  accounts  of  thofe 
who  bad  been  witnefs  to  them.  They  mention 
that  previous  to  the  battle  which  decided  the 
fate  of  India,  Tamerlane  afcended  the  top  of  a 
mountain,  and  railing  his  hands  to  heaven,  pray¬ 
ed  fervently  to  God  and  his  prophet  to  grant 
him  the  vidlory.  The  afrrologers  were  not 
agreed  on  the  moment  moft  favourable  to  lead 
on  the  attach,  and  fome  of  them  wllhed  to  de¬ 
lay  it.  He  thus  addrelfed  them  :  <c  Happinefs 
“  or  mifery  do  not  depend  on  the  influence  of 
“  the  planets,  but  on  the  will  of  the  Creator  of 
“  the  univerfe.  For  my  part,  when  once  I  have 
te  arranged  my  plan,  and  taken  every  neceflary 
‘c  precaution,  I  would  not  defer  the  execution 
“  of  my  project  a  Angle  minute,  to  wait  for  a 
*s  more  fortunate  crilis.”  Flowever,  either  to 
fatisfy  his  own  devotion  or  to  animate  his 
troops,  he  opened  the  Koran,  and  fell  by  chance, 
or  intention,  on  a  verfe  which  promifed  him 
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a  complete  victory,  and  he  took  good  care  to 
fpread  thefe  hopes  through  his  army. 

The  ufe  Tamerlane  intended  to  make  of  this 
great  conquefi:  is  uncertain  ;  whether  he  would 
have  fixed  his  refidence  there,  or  have  appointed 
governors  in  his  name,  or  have  been  fatisfied 
with  the  emperor,  now  become  his  vaflfal,  ac¬ 
knowledging  him  his  fuperior  lord  ;  or,  in  fine, 
whether,  his  gazi,  or  holy  war,  being  terminated, 
and  his  religious  mafiacres  ended,  he  might  not 
have  judged  it  prudent,  loaded  with  wealth,  to 
abandon  a  territory  which,  when  recovered  from 
its  momentary  fiupor,  might  plunge  him  into 
confiderable  difficulties.  But  all  thefe  fuppofi- 
tions  and  doubts  vanilh,  fince  we  are  told  that 
the  difturbances  which  arofe  in  Perfia  obliged 
him  to  return  thither.  His  prefence  alone  was 
fufficient  to  quell  the  commotion.  This  infur- 
reffion  was  occafioned  by  the  death  of  his  fon, 
to  whom  he  had  confided  the  government  of 
Iran.  This  prince  had  met  with  an  accident 
which  had  deranged  his  fenfcs,  and  his  lunacy 
was  augmented  by  the  fociety  he  frequented  of 
libertine  courtiers,  muficians,  dancers,  and  per- 
fons  of  diforderly  lives,  who  took  advantage  of 
his  infirmity  to  plunge  him  into  debauchery  and 
increafe  his  malady.  Tamerlane  caufed  them 
all  to  be  hanged,  without  excepting  the  perfons 
of  difiinclion,  or  even  a  much-admired  poet, 
not  only  efieemed  for  the  harmony  of  his  verfi- 
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ftcation,  but  for  his  fcience,  and  the  charms  of 
his  converfation  : — a  proper  leffon  for  thofe  who 
make  an  unworthy  ufe  of  their  talents  to  ingra¬ 
tiate  themfelves  with  princes. 

Immediately  after  the  gazi  of  India,  he  un-  139S. 
dertook  another  equally  meritorious  in  Georgia. 

In  that  place  there  was  no  diftinftion  to  be 
made,  as  in  the  territory  of  the  ghebrs  :  they 
were  all  chriflians,  confequently  proper  viflims 
to  immolate  at  the  fhrine  of  Mahomet.  Tamer¬ 
lane  attacked  them  with  his  ufual  impetuofity. 

His  foldiery  fcoured  the  rocks  and  caverns  of 
Georgia  in  chafe  of  the  chriftians,  as  had  they 
had  already  hunted  down  the  ghebrs,  and  with 
the  fame  fuccefs.  Wherever  they  penetrated,  the 
churches  were  demolifhed,  and  the  perfeveririg 
priefts  and  chriftians  maflacred.  The  whole  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Georgia  would  have  been  bowed  to  the 
yoke,  had  not  a  quarrel,  rather  of  pique  than 
intereft,  made  Tamerlane  turn  his  banners  againft 
Bajazet  emperor  of  the  Turks. 

Thefe  two  princes,  rivals  for  glory,  burned  1402. 
with  a  defire  to  meafure  their  ftrength.  Ba¬ 
jazet  threw  the  gauntlet,  which  Tamerlane  took 
up  with  pleafure ;  but  ere  he  commenced  hofti- 
lities,  he  entered  Syria,  entirely  fubdued  it,  de- 
ftroyed  Damafcus,  and  advanced  to  Bagdad,  of 
w7hich  he  made  himfelf  mafter.  The  foldiers 
were  commanded  to  bring  each  of  them  a  head, 
and  they  obeyed  the  mandate  but  too  punc¬ 
tually.  Towers  of  human  ikulls  wTere  then  con- 
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ftruTed  in  that  place,  as  there  had  already  been 
in  divers  others.  At  one  time  the  mercilefs 
conqueror  precipitated  four  thoufand  foldiers, 
together  with  their  horfes,  into  the  moat  of  a 
city  he  had  taken,  who  were  all  buried  alive. 
The  people  of  Anatolia,  alarmed,  not  without 
reafon,  at  thefe  atrocious  deeds,  conjured  Ba- 
jazet  not  to  expqfe  them  to  the  fury  of  this 
fcourge.  He  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  on 
by  their  intreaties,  and  wrote  a  letter  of  excufe  ; 
but  this  did  not  fatisfy  the  haughty  Tartar, 
neither  were  his  propofitions  agreeable  to  the 
Turkifh  emperor.  Each  therefore  prepared  for 
battle.  Bajazet  was  taken  prifoner,  and  treated 
with  great  refpedt.  He  died  in  his  captivity, 
and  Tamerlane  enriched  his  troops  with  the  plun¬ 
der  of  Anatolia,  as  its  inhabitants  had  appre¬ 
hended.  Thence  he  menaced  the  Egyptian 
monarch,  who  difpatched  ambafiadors  with 
terms  of  fubmifiion,  which  contented  him,  and 
he  returned  into  Georgia. 

The  king,  whofe  name  was  Malek,  made 
promifes  which  the  departure  of  Tamerlane  in¬ 
duced  him  to  defer  complying  with.  He  pro¬ 
bably  might  have  flattered  himfelf  that  he  was 
freed  from  him,  when  he  learned  that  the  Tar¬ 
tar  was  once  more  ravagm?  his  dominions  with 

O  U 

fire  and  fword.  Malek  fent  to  fupplicate  him 
to  fufpend  hoftilities,  and  to  fay,  that  fear  alone 
prevented  him  from  prefenting  himfelf  before 
him  ;  and  that  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  re-affured 
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he  would  not  fail  of  attending  like  a  prince 
and  fome  nobles  whom  he  cited,  to  throw  him- 
felf  at  the  foot  of  his  throne,  and  take  the  oath 
of  fidelity  and  obedience.  Tamerlane  replied  : 

“  Your  maker’s  cafe,  who  is  a  chriftian,  has  no 
“  fimilarity  with  that  of  the  princes  he  mentions, 
u  who  are  mahometans  becaufe  their  religion 
“  pleads  for  them.  Tell  him,  if  he  means  to 
“  live,  he  mu  ft  immediately  repair  to  my  court. 

“  Should  God  refufe  him  the  grace  of  embracing 
“  the  mahometan  faith,  I  will  impofe  a  tribute 
“  on  him,  leave  him  the  government  of  his  ter- 
“  ritories,  and  I  will  not  moleft  the  inhabitants. 

(C  The  emperor  of  Conftantinople,  being  a  chrif- 
u  tian,  is  on  thofe  terms  with  me.” 

Malek  betrayed  no  extraordinary  hafte  in 
complying  with  thefe  hard  conditions.  The 
fanatic  Tartar  began  his  gazi  with  hiscuftomary 
barbarity.  Theking then  fent  to  offer  torelinquifh 
all  his  treafures,  to  pay  an  annual  fubfidy,  and  to 
furnifh  troops.  The  emirs  conjured  the  em- 
peror  on  their  knees  to  accept  thefe  fubmiftions. 
His  ardour  for  the  profecution  of  the  gazi  ap¬ 
pearing  unabated,  they  in  treated  him  to  abide 
by  the  decifion  of  the  doctors  of  the  law  and 
the  muftis.  Thefe  declared,  that  fmee  the  Geor¬ 
gians  confented  to  become  tributary,  and  pro- 
mifed  never  to  injure  the  muffulmen,  the  law 
required  that  quarter  fhould  be  granted  them, 
and  that  all  pillage  and  maffacre  fhould  ceafe. 

VOL.  v. 
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On  hearing  this  judgment,  Tamerlane  gave  a 
favourable  motion  of  the  head,  and  the  peace 
was  ratified. 

Had  it  not  been  for  his  bigotted  zeal  for  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  perfuafion,  which  has  deceived 
many  other  princes,  that  whatever  was  undertaken 
for  its  glory,  even  when  profecuted  with  cruelty, 
and  accompanied  with  pillage  and  maffacre, 
would  infure  him  the  pardon  of  all  his  fins,  Ta¬ 
merlane  might  have.been  a  truly  eftimable  prince ; 
particularly  when  he  had  renounced  the  illufions 
of  ambition.  Thefe  commendable  inclinations 
are  apparent  in  a  difcourfe  he  addreffed  to  his 
council.  tc  Until  now,”  faid  he,  “  my  whole 
s‘  ambition  has  been  to  make  conquells,  and 
extend  the  limits  of  my  vaft  empire;  but 
henceforth  I  will  adopt  the  refolution  to  ap- 
”  ply  myfelf  folely  to  fecure  the  peace  and  pro- 
"  fperity  of  my  fubjedfs,  and  render  my  domi- 
nions  flouriihing.  Individuals  fhall  addrefs 
“  their  tequefts  and  complaints  to  me  in  perfon  : 
f‘  let  them  counfel  me  for  the  good  of  the  muf- 
fulmen,  for  the  glory  of  the  faith,  and  for  the 
ic  extirpation  of  the  wicked  and  difturbers  of 
“  the  public  peace.  The  oppreffed  fhall  not 
at  the  day  of  judgment  demand  vengeance  on 
cc  me  ;  neither  lhall  my  brave  foldiers,  who  fo. 
<c  repeatedly  have  expofed  their  lives  in  my  fer- 
“  vice,  have  reafon  to  complain  of  me,  nor  of 
((  fortune.  Their  forrows  affedi  me  more  than 
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tc  they  do  themfelves.  My  fubje£ts  muft  not  feai* 
“  to  addrefs  their  petitions  tome;  for  my  inten- 
ct  tion  is,  that  the  world  fhould  be  converted  into 
<f  a  paradife  under  my  reign;  and  I  know,  that 
<f  when  a  monarch  is  juft  and  merciful,  his 
“  kingdom  is  crowned  with  bleilings  and  glory* 
*e  In  fine,  I  am  determined  to  amafs  a  treafure 
“  of  juftice,  that  my  foul  may  enjoy  happinefs 
“  after  death.” 

We  have  thought  it  improper  to  abridge  this 
difcourfe,  becaufe  it  paints  a  noble  foul.  This 
prince  talked  familiarly  of  the  duties  of  his  fta- 
tion ;  a  proof  that  he  took  delight  in  fulfilling 
them.  He  was  even  fcrupuloufly  exact  in  dif- 
charging  them,  which  rendered  him  defirous  of 
diftinguifhing  the  difference  between  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  obligation  and  thofe  of  mere  advice. 
In  a  difcuffion  of  this  nature  one  day,  he  fell  on 
thefe  words  of  Mahomet :  “  God  prefcribes  juf- 
“  tice  and  beneficence  to  kings.”  tc  Why 
“  then,”  faid  he  to  his  doctors,  “  do  you  not 
“  warn  me  of  what  I  ought  to  avoid  ?”  They 
replied:  “  Your  highnefs  ftands  not  in  need 
tc  of  our  counfels ;  on  the  contrary,  we  may 
“  profit  by  imitating  your  example.”  “  I  do 
“  not  approve*”  anfwered  the  emperor,  “  fuch 
*c  compliments  :  they  have  too  much  the  ap- 
te  pearance  of  flattery.  My  intention  in  inter- 
**  rogating  you  is  to  gain  inftruftion,  and  I  ex- 


ns 


"I*  2 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

“  pe£t  that  you  will  inform  me  of  abufes,  that 
“  I  may  be  able  to  reform  them.” 

One  of  thefe  doctors  whom  he  fent  into  the 
provinces  to  examine  into  the  hate  of  things, 
and  fend  him  an  account,  thought  proper  to 
raife  an  enormous  fum  from  the  inhabitants  of  a 
city,  under  the  pretext  of  prefenting  it  to  the 
emperor.  He  was  made  acquainted  with  it ;  and 
though  the  do&or  was  on  terms  of  familiarity 
with  him,  and  one  of  the  chief  noblemen  in  the 
kingdom,  he  fentenced  him  to  have  his  hands 
chained,  and  his  neck  thru  ft  into  a  pitch-fork, 
and  in  this  date  fent  him  into  the  city  with  the 
money  he  had  purloined.  On  the  Friday,  the 
day  appointed  for  public  prayers,  the  culprit 
appeared  in  the  great  mofque,  tied  to  the 
preacher’s  pulpit,  while  the  perfon  who  guarded 
him  returned  to  the  inhabitants,  from  the  em¬ 
peror,  the  fum  which  had  been  extorted  from 
them.  The  doctor  was  then  re-condu£ted  to 
Samarcand,  where  his  fie  ward,  the  accomplice, 
and  probably  the  infligator,  of  his  exaction,  was 
hanged  in  his  fight. 

One  cannot  forbear  regretting  that  religious 
fanaticifm  fliould  have  feduced  into  error  a  man 
who  was  formed  to  correct  the  faults  of  man¬ 
kind.  It  was  undoubtedly  with  fncerity,  and 
as  a  meritorious  a£t,  that  he  determined  to'profe- 
cute  a  new  war.  He  announced  his  intentions 
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to  his  council  in  the  following  terms:  “  My  dear 
“  companions,  as  my  extraordinary  conquefts 
“  have  not  been  effected  without  confiderable 
“  violence, which  has  unavoidablyoccafioned  the 
u  deftruction  of  numbers  of  God’s  creatures,  I  am 
“  refolved  to  expiate  my  paft  crimes  by  perform- 
“  ing  fome  good  aftion.  I  will,  therefore,  de- 
“  clare  war  again!!  the  infidels,  and  exter  r  inate 
*f  the  idolaters  of  China.  It  is  proper  that  thofe 
fi  fame  troops  who  have  aflifted  me  in  committing 
<e  thefe  faults,  fhould  alfo  become  the  inftru- 
■'  ments  of  my  penitence.  I  command,  then, 
<f  that  they  prepare  to  march  to  China,  that 
(f  they  may  acquire  the  merit  of  this  holy  war, 
“  by  demojifliing  the  temples  of  idols,  and 
C(  ere&ing  mofques  in  their  place.”— A  lingular 
mode  of  expiating  cruelties! 

Previ  ous  to  his  departure  for  his  meditated 
conqueft,  Tamerlane  determined  to  marry,  his 
grand-children,  and  on  that  occafion  gave  an 
entertainment  which  has  been  feldom  equalled. 
The  whole  body  of  the  nobility  was  invited. 
The  people  of  Afia  crowded  thither.  There  were 
difplayed  fpettacles  and  amufements  of  every 
kind.  Shops  were  erefted,  filled  with  whatever 
was  moll  rare  »  and  amphitheatres,  covered  with 

brocades  and  Perfian  carpets,  filled  with  dancers 

/ 

and  muficians.  Every  trader  appeared  with  the 
attributes  of  his  profeffion,  and  in  fuitable  dif- 
guifes.  Butchers  were  dreffed  in  the  Ikins  of 
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beafts  ;  and,  under  a  farcical  accoutrement,  fur¬ 
riers  as  leopards,  lions,  tigers,  foxes,  &c.  each 
aiming  at  excelling  in  a  different  way.  The 
upholfterers  as  painted  callicos ;  the  cotton 
workers  as  a  minaret  extremely  lofty,  which 
might  have  been  taken  for  a  building  of  bricks; 
fadlers  as  litters ;  the  fruit-fellers  as  portable 
gardens  abounding  with  piftachio  nuts,  almonds, 
pomegranates.  There  was  not  any  animal,  not 
even  the  elephant,  which  was  not  imitated  by 
machinery,  moved  by  fprings. 

The  people  were  all  admitted  with  order 
and  regularity  to  the  nuptial  feaft.  It  is  related 
that  the  wood  of  feveral  forefts  was  confumed 
in  drelling  the  provifions.  Along  the  whole 
extent  of  a  large  plain  there  were  tables  cover¬ 
ed  with  viands  differently  prepared,  bottles  of 
wine,  and  an  infinite  number  of  bafkets  full  of 
fruit.  That  the  joy  might  be  without  alloy, 
Tamerlane  iffued  a  proclamation  in  thefe  terms  ; 
fe  This  is  the  feafon  of  feafts,  of  pleafure,  and 
“  rejoicings.  No  one  is  permitted  to  difpute, 
“  or  reprimand.  Let  not  the  rich  exult  over 
**  the  poor,  nor  the  powerful  over  the  weak. 
“  Let  no  one  afk  his  neighbour,-  why  haft  thou 
<c  afted  thus.”  No  mention  is  made  of  the 
coftly  gifts  prefented  to  the  wedded  pair,  and 
which  were  loaded  with  exadfnefs  on  the  camels 
and  elephants,  nor  of  the  illuminations,  the  tilts, 
and  fire-works.  The  entertainment  lafted  two 
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months,  after  which  the  guefts  were  difnnfled, 
and  the  liberty  granted  during  that  period 
revoked.  Wine  was  then  prohibited,  and  every 
illicit  adlion.  The  emperor  confined  himfelf 
to  his  ftudy,  and  was  heard  to  pronounce  thefe 
words:  “  I  return  thee  thanks,  Almighty  God,  for 
“  all  thy  favours,  that  from  an  inconfiderable 
“  prince  thou  haft  raifed  me  to  be  the  moll 
“  powerful  emperor  on  earth,  by  granting  me 
<c  fuch  manifold  fucceffes  and  conquefts,  and 
“  having  made  me  thy  elected  fervant.” 

The  preparations  for  the  Chinefe  expedition 
were  immenfe.  An  army  of  twelve  hundred 
thoufand  men  was  to  be  led  acrofs  dreary 
deferts,  or  defolated  countries.  The  cold  was 
fo  exceflive  on  their  departure,  that  the  troops 
parted  the  largeft  rivers  on  the  ice.  They  could 
only  procure  water  by  digging  to  the  depth  of 
three  or  four  feet.  Numbers  of  the  men  had 
their  feet,  nofes,  and  ears,  frozen,  or  perifhed  on 
the  roads,  together  with  their  horfes.  Tamer¬ 
lane,  whom  no  obftacle  could  daunt,  encouraged 
and  animated  all  by  his  prefence.  He  was 
obliged  to  flop  through  fatigue  in  a  town  of 
fmall  importance  not  far  diftant  from  the  frontiers 
of  China.  There  he  fell  ill.  A  raging  fever 
with  which  he  was  attacked  feemed  to  threaten 
his  life.  He  himfelf  had  a  prefentiment  of  ap¬ 
proaching  diflolution.  Still  conftantly  animated 
by  the  hopes  infpired  by  his  religion,  he  thought 
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he  already  heard  the  voice  of  the  houris  calling 
him  to  heaven.  The  dying  monarch  fmmmoned 
all  his  nobles,  and  thofe  of  his  family  who  had 
accompanied  him,  round  his  bed.  Seeing  them 
drowned  in  tears,  he  faid  :  “  Do  not  weep,  but 
“  pray  for  me.  I  hope  that  God  will  pardon  my 
“  fins,  though  they  are  very  numerous.  I  have 
<c  the  confolation  of  reflecting  that  I  reflrained 
“  the  powerful  from  opprefling  the  weak. 

<c  Labour  all  of  you  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
<c  people  for  at  the  day  of  judgment,  a  rigid 
<c  account  will  be  demanded  of  thofe  who  have 
w  enjoyed  authority.”  He  nominated  Pir 
Mehemed  Jehanghir,  his  grand-fon,his  univerfal 
heir,  and  his  fucceflbr  in  the  empire,  enjoining 
the  perfons  prefent  to  obey  him,  and  expired 
•while  tranquilly  pronouncing  the  form  of  prayer 
peculiar  to  the  muflulman — “  There  is  no  god 
(<  but  God,”  He  was  feventy-one  years  of  age, 
and  had  reigned  thirty-fix. 

To  enter  into  a  long  detail  of  this  prince’s 
qualities  is  needlefs,  as  his  aCtions  fufficiently 
fpeak  his  character.  It  is  only  neceflarv  to  re¬ 
mark  that  he  was  endowed  with  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  judgment,  which  diflinguiffied  him  as 
much  in  the  council  as  his  intrepidity  and 
valour  in  the  field.  In  all  the  countries  where 
he  carried  his  arms,  he  was  pot  fatisfied,  like  the 
conquerors  of  antiquity,  with  feme  tokens  of 
fubmiflion  ;  he  required  one  direct  and  intjre,  95 
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well  from  the  prince  as  the  people.  Refpe&ing 
the  adminiftration  of  his  dominions,  though  he 
affembled  councils  after  the  manner  of  his  pre- 
decefTors,  he  did  not  implicitly  abide  by  their 
decifion,  but  conftantly  followed  the  dilates  of 
his  own  prudence.  Immoveable  in  his  refolves, 
his  policy  was  at  all  times  to  prefide  at  the 
execution  of  his  plans,  to  be  prefent  every¬ 
where,  and  expedite  every  concern  in  perfon. 
His  edifices,  palaces,  mofques,  colleges,  mona- 
lleries,  hofpitals,  cities,  bridges,  canals,  fuperb 
roads,  pious  foundations  for  the  traveller  and  the 
fick,  would  be  fufficient  to  illuftrate  the  reign  of 
feveral  different  monarchs. 

Although  to  be  acquainted  with  the  exterior 
of  princes  is  of  little  confequence,  the  one  of 
whom  we  treat  is  fo  interefting,  that  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  his  perfon  may  be  acceptable.  Tamer¬ 
lane  was  corpulent  and  robuft,  of  an  advantageous 
height,  and  well  made.  He  had  a  high  forehead, 
large  head,  and  engaging  air;  a  ruddy  fair  com¬ 
plexion,  a  long  beard,  broad  fhoulders,  thick 
fingers,  and  long  legs.  He  was  lame  both  in 
his  right  hand  and  foot,  from  his  wounds.  His 
dyes,  though  not  brilliant,  were  full  of  fire.  His 
voice  was  loud  and  piercing.  Even  in  old  age 
he  retained  a  found  mind,  a  ftrong  body,  a  great 
fliare  of  firmnefs,  and  an  unfhaken  conftancy. 
He  was  an  enemy  to  mirth  and  jefting.  He 
Ipved  the  truth  without  difguife,  even  though  it 
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were  to  his  difadvanta^e.  The  motto  of  his 
leal  was  :  “  I  am  fimple  and  fin cere.”  His 
equality  of  foul  was  undifturbed  either  in  pro¬ 
sperity  or  misfortune. 

Aftive  and  vigilant,  he  penetrated  Into  the 
moft  concealed  intrigues,  difcovered  the  moll 
refined  artifice;  and  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius 
enabled  him  to  trace  events  from  their  caufes  :  a 
degree  of  fagacity  which  he  fometimes  employed 
to  give  him  the  appearance  of  a  prophet.  He 
loved  reading,  particularly  hiftory.  Every  night 
before  he  retired  to  red,  he  always  converfed 
with  men  of  literature,  that  he  might  improve  by 
their  inftruftions.  His  memory  was  uncommonly 
retentive.  When  he  arrived  in  places  through 
which  he  had  before  paffed,  he  amufed  himfelf 
with  alking  queftions  concerning  fuch  and  fuch 
pcrfons ;  how  had  fuch  an  affair  terminated,  or 
fuch  a  difpute;  fo  that  a  fpeflator  might  have 
thought  he  had  no  momentous  concerns  to  em¬ 
ploy  him.  He  never  entrufted  his  fecret  to  any 
perfon.  He  frequently  concerted  his  meafures 
in  full  council,  all  the  generals  Were  informed  of 
the  refult,  the  army  was  put  into  motion,  and 
in  the  inftant  of  departure  counter-orders  arriv¬ 
ed,  changing  the  whole  plan  of  operation. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  traits  of  this 
extraordinary  man  was  his  conviftion  of  his 
own  infufficiency,  and  his  firm  perfuafion,  fo 
rarely  found  in  the  children  of  profperity,  of  his 
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being  nothing  of  himfelf,  but  indebted  for  all 
his  greatnefs  to  Providence.  He  once  made  an 
avowal  of  that  nature  which  affefted,  even  to 
tears,  all  thofe  who  heard  it.  His  troops  were 
befieging  a  fortrefs  while  he  was  confined  with 
a  fever  but  being  unable  to  tranquillize  his 
mind  unlefs  he  faw  the  Rate  of  things,  he  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  carried  to  the  entrance  of  his  tent, 
which  was  fituated  on  an  acclivity.  He  was 
fupported  by  two  perfons  ;  but  being  extremely 
languid,  he  requefted  to  be  laid  on  the  ground. 
In  this  helplefs  fituation,  he  faid  to  one  of  thofe 
who  affifted  him  :  “  Confider  my  weaknefs,  and 
“  how  changed  I  am.  I  have  neither  hands  to 
“  aft,  nor  feet  to  walk.  If  I  were  attacked,  I 
“  thould  be  incapable  of  refiftance.  If  I  were 
f(  abandoned  in  my  prefent  feeble  Rate,  I  fhould 
“  be  taken  as  in  a  fnare  unable  to  defend  my- 
“  felf,  or  to  avert  the  impending  evils  that 
“  threatened  me.  NotwithRanding,  thou  feed 
“  that  the  Almighty  has  fubjefted  nations  to 
“  my  fway,  that  he  has  opened  for  me  inacceffi- 
“  ble  places,  filled  the  earth  with  the  terror  of 
“  my  name,  and  has  made  kings  and  princes 
“  fall  before  me.  Can  fuch  fignal  viftories 
“  proceed  from  any  one  but  God  ?  What  am  I, 
“  but  a  poor  wretched  being,  poflefling  neither 
fc  power  nor  talents  proportioned  to  my  achieve- 
if  ments  ?” 

Tamerlane  was  of  the  fame  tribe  as  Jenghis 
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Khan.  He  always  expreffed  the  greateft  vene¬ 
ration  for  that  conqueror.  In  all  judicial  caufes, 
the  following  formula  was  employed  during  his 
reign  :  “  By  virtue  of  the  laws  of  Jenghis  Khan.” 
Tamerlane  is  not  thought  to  have  inftituted  any 
new  ones  for  his  vaft  dominions.  Religious  as 
he  was,  he  undoubtedly  believed  the  Koran 
fufficient  for  every  purpofe.  In  fine,  hiftory 
proves  that  it  is  not  the  multiplying  of  laws 
that  conduces  to  the  people’s  happinefs,  but  the 
exaft  obfervance  of  thofe  that  exifl.  On  all 
occalions  this  prince  might  ferve  as  a  model, 
except  thofe  in  which  his  pious  fanaticifm  led 
him  to  tranfgrefs  the  rights  of  humanity, 
fcaiii,  1405.  He  left  thirty-fix  fons,  andfeventeen  daughters. 

It  is  not  furprizing  that  di (Ten (10 ns  arofe  in  fo 
numerous  a  family  ;  and  that  in  lefs  than  a 
century  its  animofity  was  carried  to  fuch  a 
height  as  to  occafion  the  aJmoft  total  extinction 
©f  his.  pofterity.  Pir  Mehemed,  nominated  by 
Tamerlane,  was  at  a  confiderable  diltance  when 
his  grand-father  expired.  HutTayn,  the  fon  of 
one  of  his  daughters,  being  on  the  fpot,  hefitated 
not  to  feize  the  crown,  and  place  it  on  his  own 
head.  He  took  poffelTion  of  Samarcand,  and  ail 
the  deceafed  monarch’s  treafures.  Another  of 
his  fons,  named  Kalil,  not  being  fo  diftant  as 
Mehemed,  alfo  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed 
emperor.  Both  thefe  princes  publiihed,  that 
their  intention  was  only  to  fecure  the  throne  for 
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him  whom  Tamerlane  had  appointed  for  his  {up- 
cefl'or.  By  this  ftratagem  they  gained  over  fome 
captains  and  generals,  who  after  felling  their  aid  at 
a  very  dear  rate  firft  betrayed,  then  obliged  them 
to  abdicate,  and  then  once  more  reinftated  them 
in  their  authority.  Kalil  experienced  all  thefe 
viciflitudes.  However,  as  he  po fie fled  many 
amiable  qualities,  was  gentle,  valiant,  handfome, 
generous,  and  at  the  head  of  the  belt  Perfian  and 
Tartar  troops,  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  his  pretenfions  would  have  been  deemed  va¬ 
lid,  had  he  not  diflipated  in  extravagant  caprices 
his  father’s  immenfe  treafures,  and  efpecially 
had  he  not  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  governed  by 
Shadi  Mulk,  a  woman  of  low  birth,  of  whom  he 
was  paffionately  enamoured,  and  who  led  him 
into  the  commiflion  of  a  multitude  of  errors. 

As  Ihe  was  far  inferior  in  rank  to  the  wives  of 
the  deceafed  emperor  they  beheld  her  elevation 
with  an  envious  eye;  and  hhadi  Mulk,  on  her  fide, 
conceived  the  mod  rancorous  hatred  towards 
them.  At  her  inftigation,  Kalil  difpofedof  thefe 
princefles  in  a  manner  which  was  condemned  by' 
all  perfons  of  worth.  He  obliged  them,  to 
marry  men  who  were  not  even  entitled  to  be 
their  fervants.  This  opprobrious  conduct  drew 
on  him  the  contempt  of  the  whole  nation. 
While  he  was  lofmg  the  public  efteem,  the 
molt  necelfary  of  all  fupports  on  the  eve  of  a 
revolution,  Mebemed  was  advancing,  and  wrote 
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to  him,  demanding  the  reftoration  of  his  tight. 
Kalil  briefly  anfwered,  that  pofleflion  conflituted 
right.  His  doftors  fupported  his  argument  in 
the  following  manner  ;  they  wrote  thus  to  Me- 
herned :  **  It  is  true  that  Tamerlane  appointed 
“  you  to  fucceed  him,  but  his  will  has  not  been 
“  ratified  bv  Heaven.  If  vou  had  been  deftined 

y  J 

“  to  fill  the  throne,  you  would  have  been  near 
(l  the  capital  at  the  emperor’s  death  ;  there- 
<c  fore  the  molt  eligible  plan  you  can  purfue  is 
ec  to  remain  fatisfied  with  that  which  God  has 
<e  allotted  you,  and  not  hazard  the  lofs  of  the 
<c  provinces  you  poflefs,  in  endeavouring  to  feize 
1,1  thofe  which  are  the  property  of  another  ;  left 
“  by  purfuing  the  fhadow,  you  lofe  the  fub- 
ec  fiance.”  Mehemed,  little  convinced  by  this 
reafoning,  continued  to  advance.  An  engage¬ 
ment  took  place,  in  which  he  was  defeated;  and 
he  entered  into  a  treaty,  in  which  he  relinquifhed 
his  pretenfions  to  the  empire,  remained  fatisfied 
with  the  (hare  he  had,  and.  left  Kalil  in  quiet 
pofleflion  of  his  dominions. 

Mehemed  returned  to  Kandahar,  his  patri¬ 
mony,  and  by  the  weaknefs  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion  tempted  Pir  Alitaza,  his  minifter,  to  rebel, 
and  afpire  to  the  crown.  He  took  his  mafter 
prifoner,  but  ftill  it  was  not  eafy  for  him  to 
afeend  his  throne,  without  the  confent  of  the 
principal  nobility.  He  had  the  effrontery  to 
propofe  himfelf  in  the  following  addrefs ;  ‘‘  The 
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tc  world  is  in  great  confufton  :  there  are  evident 
iC  figns  of  the  laft  day  being  near  at  hand.  It 
“  is  a  time  of  fraud,  and  impoftors  govern  all 
“  things.  Tamerlane,  who  was  the  lame  itn- 
“  poftor,  is  dead  ;  at  prefent  it  is  that  of  the 
“  bald  impoftor;  after  him  will  come  the  blind 
“  impoftor  :  if  the  bald  impoftor  be  to  reign, 
“  I  am  he.”  But  the  bald  impoftor  had  not 
the  talent  of  perfuafion ;  and  they  drove  him 
out.  He  fought  refuge  with  Shah  Rukh,  who 
puniftied  him  for  his  treafon. 

This  prince,  the  fourth  foil  of  Tamerlane, 
had  given  an  afylum  to  Huffavn,  the  firft  who 
had  feized  the  throne,  and  whom  Kalil  difpof- 
fefled,  and  compelled  to  flee.  Thus  he  had 
within  his  power  Kalil’s  two  competitors,  Huf- 
fayn  and  Mehemed  ;  he  wanted  only  Kalil  him- 
felf,  and  him  he  foon  had  aifo.  He  had  fuf- 
fered  the  different  pretenders  to  Tamerlane’s 
throne  to  ruin  themfelves,  and  while  they 
fought  he  had  preferved  his  forces  entire.  Kalil, 
ftill  the  Have  of  his  paffions,  lived  at  Samarcand, 
in  a  ftate  of  indolence,  under  the  government 
of  Shadi  Mulk.  She  had  an  old  fervant  named 
Baba  Termes,  a  man  of  low  birth,  ignoble 
.countenance,  vulgar,  and  uneducated.  His 
miftrefs  on  her  elevation  removed  Baba  from 
his  employment  of  attending  on  her,  and  pro¬ 
moted  him  to  the  chief  places  of  truft:  in  the 


ait 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

empire  :  he  arranged  every  thing  as  he  pleafed, 
without  even  confulting  the  vizier  Allahdad. 

Irritated  at  the  infolence  of  this  valet,  be¬ 
come  minifter,  the  vizier  fomented  difturbances 
in  Samarcand.  Thefe  furnifhed  him  with  a  plea 
to  levy  troops,  with  whofe  aid  he  made  his 
inafter  prifoner,  as  well  as  his  miftrefs  and  her 
favourite.  Shah  Rukh,  informed  of  this  event, 
haffened  to  his  nephew’s  fuccour.  Allahdad, 
being  weaker  than  his  adverfary,  abandoned  the 
city,  but  carried  Kalil  with  him  as  a  kind  of 
hoftage ;  Shadi  Mulk  was  left  behind.  The 
conqueror’s  officers,  no  doubt  with  his  tacit  ap¬ 
probation,  treated  her  with  the  greateft  indig¬ 
nity,  put  her  to  the  torture  to  force  from  her  a 
difcovery  of  her  riches  ;  and  when  they  had  de¬ 
prived  her  of  all,  dragged  her  through  the 
ftreets,  loading  her  with  ignominy,  as  the  moft 
infamous  of  creatures.  Baba  was  referved  for 
more  cruel  torments  ;  but  he  efcaped  from  his 
guards  as  they  paffed  a  piece  of  water,  plunged 
into  it,  and  drowned  himfelf.  Allahdad  was 
feized  and  punilhed.  Kalil  recovering  his  li- 
,  berty  by  the  death  of  his  perfidious  vizier,  re¬ 
tired  to  the  frontiers  of  Turkeftan,  where  he 
paffed  his  time  in  writing  elegies,  in  the  Per- 
fian  language,  on  the  abfence  of  his  beloved 
Shadi  Mulk.  .  At  length,  being  unable  to  fup- 
port  a  longer  feparation,  he  returned  to  Samar- 
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eand  and  threw  himfelf  into  his  uncle’s  power. 
Shah  Rukh  gave  him  a  kind  reception,  reftored 
him  the  objedt  of  his  tendernefs,  and  without 
recurring  to  former  events,  appointed  him  to  a 
government  which  he  did  not  long  enjoy  ;  his 
uncle  caufing  him  to  be  poifoned.  Shadi  Mulk, 
incapable  of  fupporting  this  frefh  misfortune, 
cut  her  throat,  and  was  interred  with  her  un¬ 
fortunate  hufband. 

Thus  Shah  Rukh,  Tamerlane’s  fourth  fon,  by 
the  deaths,  either  violent  or  natural,  of  Huflavn, 
Mehemed,  and  Kalil,  his  nephews,  whom  he 
had  held  prifoners  fucceflively,  found  himfelf  in 
poffeflion  of  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the 
interior  dominions  of  Tamerlane  his  father. 
Too  much  engaged  with  the  fadlions  of  the 
nobles,  and  with  what  furrounded  him,  he  was 
unable  to  preferve  his  vaft  empire  entire,  whofe 
frontiers  were  daily  contradling  by  the  invafions 
of  the  contiguous  nations.  He  was,  however,  a 
great  prince,  and  reigned  'with  glory  during  a 
fpace  of  forty-three  years.  He,  like  his  father, 
left  a  numerous  progeny,  the  feeds  of  future 
commotions.  His  children'  divided  the  king-- 
dom,  and  their  defendants  were  feconded  in 
their  difmemberment  by  the  poflerity  of  the 
other  fons  and  grand-fons  of  Tamerlane  ;  by 
which,  in  Tartary,  Hindoftan,  and  Perfia,  from 
the  Euxine  to  the  frozen  ocean,  and  from  the  v 
river  Oby  to  the  Indus,  there  exifts  very  few 
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diftricls  which  during  the  fifteenth  century 
were  not  governed  by  princes  defcended  from 
that  conqueror,  reigning  under  the  titles  of 
fultans,  khans,  emirs,  and  even  lhahs,  which 
fignifies  emperors.  From  the  wreck  of  this  im- 
menfe  empire  arofe  kingdoms  and  fmall  princi¬ 
palities  ;  as  the  ftones  of  dismantled  palaces 
ferve  to  ercfit  others,  or  to  build  huts. 

Persia. 

The  fophis  of  Perfia  trace  back  their  defcent 
in  a  direcl  male  line  to  Ali,  the  fon-in-law  of 
Mahomet.  The  manner  in  which  this  family 
acquired  its  luftre  entitled  it  to  that  veneration 
which  exalted  it  to  the  grandeur  it  attained. 
Tamerlane  returning  from  Anatolia,  after  the 
conqueft  of  Bajazet,  dragged  a  multitude  of 
wretched  captives  in  his  train,  whom  he  de- 
flined  to  be  facrificed  on  fome  important  occa- 
fion.  Traverfing  Ardebil,  the  capital  of  Azer- 
bejan,  he  learned  that  a  fiiiek,  or  defcendant  of 
Mahomed,-  refided  in  the  neighbourhood',  who 
was  much  efteemed  for  his  pietv.  The  zeal  of 
the  emperor  was  too  ardent  to  fuffer  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  without  vi fit ing  this  holy  perfonage ;  and 
he  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  him,  that  he 
told  him  to  afk  any  boon  he  pleafed,  and  he 
would  grant  it.  The  lhiek  requefted  the  lives  of 
the  captives,  and  obtained  his  defire.  Tamer7 
lane  gave  them  to  him,  to  treat  them  according 
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to  his  inclination.  As  foon  as  the  fniek  had 
the  power  of  acting  for  himfelf,  he  gave  to 
each  of  them  a  neceflary  aflbrtment  of  provi¬ 
sions,  clothes,  and  other  neceflaries,  and  fent 
them  back  to  their  own  country.  This  gene¬ 
rality  fo  completely  gained  the  affe&ions  of 
thefe  unfortunate  people,  and  their  countrymen, 
that  a  day  never  elapfed  without  fome  of  them 
returning  to  their  benefaftor,  and  carrying  him 
prefents. 

Thefe  teflimonies  of  gratitude  continued  dur¬ 
ing  three  generations,  until  the  time  of  Juneid, 
grand-fon  of  the  fniek,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  a 
very  fufpicious  prince,  who  took  umbrage  at  thefe 
afliduities,and  forbade  them.  Juneid,  apprehend¬ 
ing  worfe  treatment,  withdrew  into  Diarbekar, 
where  he  was  favourably  received  by  the  king, 
who  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage.  He  was 
of  infinite  utility  to  his  father-in-law,  efpecially 
againfi:  the  Georgians,  whom  he  attacked  under 
the  pretext  of  religion,  forcing  the  prifoners  to 
embrace  his.  He  penetrated  even  into  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Trebifond,  flew  the  king,  and  placed 
his  fon  Haydar  on  the  throne.  He  then  eftab- 
liflied  himfelf  in  the  province  of  Schirwan,  whofe 
Sovereign,  envious  of  his  riches,  put  him  to 
death.  His  fon  was  killed  in  attempting  to 
avenge  him,  and  left  two  very  young  children, 
named  Ali  and  Ifinael,  expofed  to  the  hatred  of 
his  family.  The  elded  fell  a  victim  to  their 
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machinations  ;  Ifmael,  the  fecond,  efcaped,  and 
was  educated  with  great  care  in  Ghilan,  by  a 
fhiek  who  had  been  their  father’s  friend, 
shah  ifm.'ei  At  that  period  there  were  numbers  of  the 
shahi’1590.  feclaries  of  A  li  among!!  the  mahometans  of  Aha, 
andHaydar  had  openly  efpoufed  their  opinions. 
Ifmael,  his  fon,  knowing  that  a  great  number 
of  them  was  fpread  through  Caramania,  where 
they  had  even  taken  the  name  of  Haydarians, 
went  thither,  and  affembled  together  feven 
hundred  men  all  devoted  to  his  family.  At  the 
head  of  this  little  army  he  attacked  his  father’s 
murderer,  flew  him  in  battle,  and  took  pohef- 
bon  of  his  dominions.*  From  that  moment  his 
life  was  one  continued  fcene  of  profperity, 
which  fuffered  no  interruption  till  his  death. 
cc  One  only  God  in  heaven,”  he  would  fay, 
<c  ana  one  king  on  the  earth.”  Adhering  to 
this  maxim,  which  had  been  that  of  Tamerlane, 
he  treated  thofe  who  refilled  him  as  criminals. 
'Terrible  to  his  enemies,  he  fet  fire  to  the  pile, 
and  then  threw  them  in  alive.  In  one  of  his 
expeditions  he  commanded  his  troops  to  nraf- 
facre  all  thofe  who  had  borne  arms  again!!  his 
rather  ;  and  forty  thoufand  were  put  to  death.  It 
is  obRrvable  that  the  throne  of  the  Hrft  fophi  of 
Perlia  was  flai tied  with  blood,  and  that  the  chief 
of  that  dynafty  was  a  mercilefs  conqueror.  Un¬ 
der  his  reign  began  the  druggie  tor  power  be¬ 
tween  the  Perfians  and  the  Turks.  The  good 
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fortune  of  Ifmael  fell  before  that  of  Selim,  who, 
drove  him  out  of  Tauris  :  Ifmael  retired  to  Kaf- 
bin,  and  died  fhortly  after  that  event  unrevenged. 

He  was  the  firft  who  took  the  name  of  fophi,  the 
literal  fignification  of  which  is,  “  a  man  clothed 
“  in  woollen  but  in  the  common  acceptation 
it  meant  a  pious  perfon.  This  appellation  pro¬ 
cured  him  the  greatcft  refpe£t  from  his  fubjedts, 
whom  he  took  infinite  pains  to  maintain  in  their 
fanaticifm.  Ifmael  was  only  forty-eight  years 
of  age  at  his  death,  and  had  reigned  twenty- 
three. 

Tahmafp,  his  fqn,  fucceeded  him-  He  was  Tahmafp, 
an  indolent  prince,  who  confided  the  cares  of'5i3ai> 
the  adminiftration  to  his  miniiters,  and  lolely 
devoted  himfelf  to  the  pleafures  of  his  feraglio. 

The  Turks  profited  by  his  inadlivity,  and  gained 
iome  advantages.  Inftead  of  fending  his  fon 
Ifmael,  a  young  man  of  a  lively  ardent  fpirit, 
againft  them,  he  chained  down  his  courage  in  a 
ftrong  fortrefs,  where  he  kept  him  prifoner,  be- 
caufe  he  was  ambitious.  He  was  lefs  fufpicious 
of  another  fon,  named  Haydar,  who,  impatient 
to  fee  the  throne  vacated,  in  concert  with  his 
mother,  poifoned  him.  Scarcely  was  he  feated 
in  his  father’s  place,  when  his  lifter  Periakon- 
konna,  the  eldeft  of  *ill  Tahm^fp's  children,  and 
fovereign  of  the  feraglio,,  caufed  the  parricide  to 
be  aflallinated,  and  recalled  Ifma,el.  Tahmafp 
reigned  fifty-three  years.  He  was  the  firft  who 
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Ifmael  lid. 
3d  Shah, 
*575- 


Mohammed 
Khodaban- 
deh  4th 
Shah,  1577, 


laidwafte  his  own  territoriesto  prevent  the  enemy 
from  finding  fubfiftence  there.  By  this  practice, 
the  frontiers  of  Turkey  and  Perfia,  one  of  the 
molt  beautiful  countries  in  the  world,  have  been 
reduced  almolt  to  a  defert. 

Ifmael  rufhed  from  his  prifon,  after  a  con¬ 
finement  of  twenty-five  years,  like  a  ferocious 
animal  efcaped  from  his  cage,  tearing  and  de- 
ftroying  whatever  fell  in  his  way.  He  put  all 
Hadar’s  friends  to  death,  all  his  other  brothers, 
and  whomever  he  fufpefited  of  either  having  ad- 
vifed  or  .approved  of  his  father’s  imprifoning 
him.  His  conduct  verified  the  proverb  5  that  the 
reign  of  a  prince  who  returns  from  exile  is 
always  cruel  and  fanguinary.  The  equitable 
Periakonkonna,  exafperated  at  this  violence, 
caufed  him  to  be  alfaflinated  at  the  end  of  two 
years. 

Mohammed,  the  brother  and  fuccelfor  of  If¬ 
mael,  did  not  find  himielf  difpofed  to  fuffer  the 
authority  which  his  filter  affumed  in  the  feraglio. 
Before  he  accepted  the  crown,  he  required  the 
removal  of  that  dangerous  fuperintendant  $  which 
requelt  was  complied  with.  It  really  was  con¬ 
trary  to  his  inclination  that  this  prince  affumed 
the  fceptre.  He  had  refided  quietly  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  ofKhoraffan,  folely  devoted  to  his  re¬ 
ligious  duties,  which  obtained  him  the  furname 
of  Khodabandeh,  which  fignifies  pious.  His  fight 
was  extremely  weak,  which  was  the  rpafonthat 


Ifmael  fpared  him  when  he  murdered  his  other 
brothers.  They  could  only  prevail  on  him  to 
afcend  the  throne*  by  proving  to  him,  that  if  he, 
who  was  the  only  lawful  heir,  refufed  it,  the  king¬ 
dom  mud  inevitably  fall  into  a  Rate  of  confufion, 
which  would  infallibly  aifturb  his  beloved  tran¬ 
quillity.  He  revenged  himfelf  for  the  violence 
done  him  by  imitating  the  indolence  of  Tahmafp 
his  father. 

The  fame  faults  are  imputed  to  him  ;  an  inat¬ 
tention  to  the  adminiftration,  and  a  great  repug¬ 
nance  to  war.  The  latter  could  not  be  accounted 
a  vice,  had  not  the  Turks  been  enemies,  whom  it 
was  necefiary  to  repulfe.  They  converted  Tauris 
into  a  place  of  arms  in  his  very  dominions,  by 
building  a  citadel  there.  In  the  war  which  ex- 
ifted  againft  his  will  between  the  two  nations, 
we  mult  remark  twO  traits  of  lingular  cruelty. 

A  general  ordered  three  thoufand  prifoners’  heads 
to  be  piled  together,  and  feated  in  the  midfl  of 
this  horrid  tribunal,  gave  audience  to  a  Geor¬ 
gian  prince.  The  Perfians,  on  their  fide,  defeated 
the  Turks  as  they  were  palling  a  river,  and  with 
thirty  thoufand  heads  erefted  a  dreadful  monu¬ 
ment  of  Perfian  valour.  Khodabandeh  reigned 

O 

feven  vears. 

Hd  left  three  fons,  the  two  eldeft  of  whom,  iPmzehand 

Ifmael,  3d, 

Hamzeh  and  Ifmael,  merely  appeared  upon  the  6th 
throne,  and  are  fcarcely  numbered  amongft  the 
emperors.  The  eldeft  had,  during  his  father’s 
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life,  difplayed  much  courage  and  ability  again# 
the  Turks.  The  youngeft,  much  more  fkilfu] 
in  the  arts  of  intrigue,  gained  over  the  principal 
nobility,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  allured  of  their 
approbation,  ftationed  affaflins,  well  inftructed 
in  the  part  allotted  them,  difguifed  as  women,  af 
the  doors  of  the  feraglio,  who  announced  them- 
felves  as  the  wives  of  feme  khans,  whom  the 
emperor  had  fummoned  to  attend  him.  The 
doors  flew  open,  and  the  pretended  women  rulhed 
on  the  prince  and  maffacred  him.  Abbas,  the 
third  fon  of  Khodabandeh,  had  juft  arrived  from 
his  government  to  do  homage  to  his  brother,  when 
he  heard  of  his  death,  and  retreated.  He  had  a 
vizier,  named  Kouli  Khan,  who  fufpefting  that 
fooner  or  later  Abbas- Would  become  the  vidtirn 
of  Ifmael,  and  that  himfelf  could  not  expedt  a, 
different  fate  from  his  mafter,  formed  a  faction 
of  malcontents  in  the  court.  They  fuborned 
his  barber,  who  in  lhaving  him  cut  his  throat. 
The  nobles  prefent  at  the  iranfaction  inftantly 
facrificed  the  affaffm,  that  every  trace  of  the 
crime  might  be  effaced.  All  thefe  events  took 
place  in  the  lhort  fpace  of  eight  months, 
shah  Abhas,  Hiftory  diftinguilhes  Shah  Abbas  bv  the  fur- 
name  of  the  Great:  we  Ihall  foon  be  able  to  judge 
whether  he  merited  the  appellation.  His  flrft 
act  on  afeending  the  throne  was  to  free  himfelf 
from  the  government  of  Kouli  Khan,  who  had 
fayed  him  from  the  murderous  fteel  of  his  pro- 
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jther.  That  vizier,  affirming  on  the  fervice  he 
had  rendered  him,  conduced  himfelf  with  haugh¬ 
ty  infolence  even  to  the  emperor,  whofe  youth 
he  pretended  to  defpife.  Abbas  wTas  only 
twepty.  He  fummoned  three  lords  of  his  coun¬ 
cil,  and  faid  to  them  :  “  I  am  refolved  to  have 
“  Kouli  Khan’s  life  :  go  and  give  him  his  death 
<c  wound.”  His  commands  were  obeyed.  The 
relations  and  friends  of  the  minifter,  and  all  thofe 
wfho  might  either  cqmplain  or  avenge  him,  wrere 
inftantly  maffacred.  This  was  his  cpnftant  mode 
of  proceeding  in  fimilar  circumftances.  Shah 
Abbas  next  profecuted  the  war  againfl:  the 
Turks,  which  he  condu&ed  in  perfon  with  great 
fuccefs  and  glory,  retook  Tauris,  and  defeated 
them  in  four  battles.  He,  on  his  fide,  expe¬ 
rienced  fome  checks ;  but  they  were  foon  re¬ 
paired  by  his  valour  and  (kill.  He  was  ferved 
with  enthufiafm  by  his  troops,  whofe  confidence 
his  bravery  had  won  ;  and  gallantly  aided  by  his 
generals,  whom  he  had  the  art  of  attaching  to 
him  by  recompenfes  and  flattering  diftinflions. 
One  of  them  returning  after  a,  glorious  cam¬ 
paign  againfl:  the  Turks,  the  emperor  went  out 
of  the  city  to  meet  him,  and  advancing  to¬ 
wards  him,  faid:  “  My  dear  Aga,  through  your 
“  means  I  have  juft  obtained  fo  brilliant  a  vic- 
“  tory,  that  I  could  not  have  entreated  of  God 
“  a  greater.  Come,  mount  my  horfe,  and  I 
V  will  ferve  as  your  attendant.”  In  vain  did  the 
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genera]  remonftrate  againft  that  honour,  which 
he  urged  would  expofe  him  to  the  ridicule  of 
the  whole  army  :  he  was  obliged  to  comply. 
Abbas  took  the  horfe's  bridle,  and  all  the  khans 
followed  him  on  foot  a  few  paces. 

What  is  moft  admirable  in  the  military  fuc- 
ceffes  of  Abbas  is,  that  they  were  procured  bv 
thofe  very  means  which  ought  to  have  prevented 
them.  When  he  afcended  the  throne,  the  king¬ 
dom  was  divided  between  more  than  twenty 
princes,  who  had  become  fovereigns  each  of 
his  diftridt,  and  whom  he  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  reducing  to  obedience.  To  prevent  the 
future  difmemberment  of  the  kingdom,  he  ruin¬ 
ed  all  the  ancient  families;  and  to  render  himfelf 
abfolutely  defpotic,  he  cafhiered  the  troops  who 
had  awed  his  predeceffors.  Thefe  families  and 
troops  were  all  of  the  race  of  the.  Kurkas,  thofe 
Tartars  fo  famed  for  their  great  invasions.  They 
were  fo  united  a  body  for  their  mutual  preferva- 
tion,  that  they  might  be  regarded  as  makers  of 
the  kingdom.  They  all  knew  each  other  by  a 
common  fignal,  which  was  that  of  a  red  turban  ; 
a  dikindlion  they  coniidered  as  honourable,  and 
whence  they  took  the  name  of  Kuffiibalhis, 
which  means  red  heads.  Abbas  had  the  talent  of 
engaging  them  all  to  concur  in  eftablifhing  his 
grandeur,  though  contrary  to  their  own  interek. 
He  weakened  them  without  their  perceiving  it, 
by  joining  to  them  in  his  court  and  armies  nobles 
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and  foldiers  drawn  from  the  northern  parts  of 
Perfia;  and  amongft  others  Georgians.  In  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  power  of  the  latter  increafed,  that 
of  the  Kurkas  diminilhed ;  and  the  emperor 
found  thefe  troops,  thus  mixed,  ready  in  cafe 
of  neceflity  to  carry  arms  againft  the  petty  fo- 
vereigns  whom  their  countrymen  would  have 
fpared.  He  alfo  praftifed  the  art  of  exciting 
them  againft  each  other.  If  his  conduft  towards 
them  be  judged  by  that  he  obferved  towards 
the  kings  of  Georgia,  we  may,  not  unjuftly, 
conclude  that  his  politics  were  not  exempt  from 
fraud. 

Georgia,  the  object  of  jealoufy  to  both  the 
Turks  and  Perfians,  was  divided  into  two  fove-< 
reignties — the  kingdoms  of  Caket  and  Crathuel, 
The  former  was  the  poffeflion  of  Taymuraz,  the 
latter  of  Luarzab.  Abbas  formed  a  determina¬ 
tion  of  deftroying  them  both,  and  of  becoming 
mafter  of  Georgia.  Alexander  king  of  Caket, 
the  father  of  Taymuras,  had  been  neceffitated  to 
fend  his  fon  as  an  hoftage  to  the  court  of  Perfia. 
He  had  been  educated  with  Abbas,  and  was 
nearly  of  the  fame  age.  On  the  death  of  Alex¬ 
ander,  Ketavana,  his  widow,  demanded  his  eldeft 
fon,  promifing  to  return  another  in  his  ftead  ; 
which  requeft  was  granted.  During  this  time, 
the  youthful  Luarzab  reigned  in  Carthuel,  under 
the  diredtion  of  Morad,  a  very  able  minifter. 
The  guardian  one  day  furprized  the  king  (hut 
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up  with  his  daughter,  who  was  extremely  beauti¬ 
ful.  To  appeafe  the  father’s  wrath,  Luarzab 
engaged  to  rparry  her  ;  but  his  mother,  and  the 
other  ladies  of  the  court,  fwore  that  they  would 
never  honour  with  the  dignity  of  queen  a  wo¬ 
man  fo  greatly  their  inferior  in  rank.  This  threat 
furniihed  the  king  with  a  plea  for  breaking  his 
word.  He  was  advifed  to  rid  himfelf  of  Morad, 
■who  was  a  very  vindiftive  man.  Luarzab  plan¬ 
ned  his  meafures  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  the  mi- 
nifter  took  refuge  at  the  court  of  Perlia,  whi¬ 
ther  he  carried  the  d-efire  of  avenging  his  wound- 
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ed  vanity. 

Love,  that  had  endangered  his  life,  alfo  en¬ 
abled  him  to  invent  an  intrigue,  which  ruined 
both  the  kingdoms.  The  king  of  Carthuel  had 
a  very  beautiful  lifter,  named  Darejan,  whom  ' 
he  had  promifed  to  the  king  of  Caket.  Morad 
either^endered  Abbas  enamoured  of  her  by  the 
feducing  picture  he  drew  of  her  charms,  or  per- 
fuaded  him  to  appear  fo.  He  demanded  her  in 
marriage,  and  received  for  anfwer  that  the  was 
engaged  to  Taymuraz.  The  emperor  forbad  the 
latter  to  efpoufe  Luarzab’s  fitter ;  at  the  fame 
time  giving  him  reafon  to  believe,  that  lie  might 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  on  if  he  refufed  the 
Turks  a  paffage  through  Georgia,  who  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  carry  their  arms  into  Perfia.  Taymuraz 
complied  with  the  wily  Perfian’s  requeft,  and 
thus  deprived  himfelf  of  an  alliance  which  might 
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have  been  of  infinite  advantage :  but  he  vety 
foon  perceived  the  fault  he  had  committed.  Ab¬ 
bas,  freed  from  that  fear,  feigned  more  than  ever 
to  be  enamoured  of  the  beautiful  Darejan.  He 
protefted  that  (he  was  as  much  attached  to  him 
as  he  was  to  her;  and  that  he  was  refolved  to 
marry  her. 

He  had  a  great  many  Georgians  in  his  army, 
and  allowed  penfions  to  feveral  nobles  ot  that 
country.  Morad  daily  augmented  his  number 
of  adherents.  Some  princes  of  the  blood  royal 
had  embraced  mahometifm  that  they  might 
arrive  at  the  firfl  dignities  of  the  date.  Abbas 
had  two  fons  of  Taymuraz,  and  a  brother  and 
filter  of  Luarzab,  hoftages  at  his  court.  Thus 
every  thing  concurred  to  facilitate  the  conqueft 
of  Georgia  ;  and  to  thefe  favourable  circum- 
ftances  he  added  the  difcord  he  attempted  to  fow 
between  the  two  kings.  He  thus  wrote  to 
Taymuraz:  “  Luarzab  is  a  traitor,  who  never 
“  adheres  to  his  word.  If  you  wiJl  afhft  me  in 
“  dethroning  him,  I  will  put  you  in  his  place, 
£C  and  join  the  kingdom  of  Carthuel  to  that  of 
“  Caket.”  At  the  fame  time  he  made  the  fame 
propofitions  and  promifes  to  Luarzab.  But 
the  two  kings  had  an  interview,  and  came  to  an 
explication;  the  refult  of  which  was,  that  Luar¬ 
zab  fliould  comply  with  the  wifhes  of  Taymu¬ 
raz,  by  giving  him  the  beautiful  Darejaa. 
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The  Shah,  exafperated'  at  what  he  confidered 
an  intuit,  entered  Georgia  at  the  head  of  a  pow¬ 
erful  army,  and  deftroyed  the  country  with  fire 
and  fword.  Taymuraz,  on  whom  the  ftorm  fir  ft 
broke,  difpatched  Ketavane  his  mother  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  pardon.  Although  fhe  was  no  longer 
young,  fne  was  ftill  very  handfome.  Abbas, 
either  captivated  by  her  charms,  or  pretending 
to  be  fo,  offered  her- his  hand  if  fhe  would  em¬ 
brace  mahometifm.  She  refufed  the  throne  on 
that  condition,  and  died  a  martyr  to  her  faith. 
Abbas  made  her  two  grand-children  eunuchs, 
and  purfued  with  the  mod  envenomed  rancour 
the  father,  who  fled  to  the  Turks  for  refuge. 
From  Caket  the  fophi  fell  on  Carthuel,  through, 
which  he  alfo  carried  devaftation  and  ruin : 
he  even  levelled  the  trees  which  fupported 
the  filk-worms  ; — an  irreparable  lofs.  After  a 
glorious  defenfe,  which  mull  even  have  deliver¬ 
ed  the  fhah  into  the  power  of  Luarzab,  had  not 
the  traitor  Morad  extricated  him  from  a  defile,  in 
which  he  was  hemmed  in,  the  Georgian  was  ob¬ 
liged,  like  Taymuraz,  to  feek  fafety  in  flight.  Ab¬ 
bas,  beingconfcious  that  his  conqueft  could  not  be 
permanent  as  long  as  that  prince  was  at  liberty, 
wrote  him  letters  full  of  kindnefs,  in  which  he 
invited  him  to  his  court,  and  promifed  to  give 
him  the  poffeffion  of  all  Georgia,  if  he  would 
confide  in  his  honour.  If  he  fhould  refufe,  he 
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threatened  to  profecute  his  ravages,  and  to  re¬ 
duce  his  unhappy  country  to  one  fcene  of  defla¬ 
tion. 

The  love  of  his  people  induced  him  to  comply 
with  the  propofal.  The  emperor  re-inftated 
him  on  his  throne  with  all  poflible  folemnity, 
and  loaded  him  with  prefents.  Amongft  other 
valuables,  he  gave  him  an  egret  of  jewels,  ex¬ 
tremely  beautiful,  defiring  him  conftantly  to 
wear  it  as  the  enfign  of  royalty,  particularly 
when  he  fhould  be  in  his  prefence.  The  Shah 
had  among  his  guards  a  very  dextrous  thief, 
whom  he  commanded  to  ileal  the  egret.  Luarzab, 
after  many  vain  attempts  to  find  it,  prefented 
himfelf  without  it,  and  pleaded  its  having  been 
purloined.  Abbas,  pretending  a  violent  paffion, 
exclaimed  that  it  was  impofiible  there  fhould 
be  a  thief  in  his  court,  and  that  it  was  more 
probable  that  the  king  of  Georgia  contemned 
his  prefent.  He  inftantly  ordered  him  to  be 
feized,  and  not  daring  to  put  him  to  death,  left 
the  Georgians  fhould  revolt,  he  exiled  him  to  a 
very  unwholefome  place  ;  but  as  his  conftitution 
was  proof  againft  bad  air,  he  caufed  him  to  be 
drowned. 

T  aymuraz,  affifted  by  the  Turks,  returned  to 
Georgia,  and  was  re-eftabli fired  on  the  throne 
of  Caket,  whence  Abbas  once  more  expelled 
him.  It  is  imagined  that  he  fubmitted  to  the 
ufurper,  who  permitted  him  to  live  peaceably 
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by  means  of  his  daughter,  and  a  fubfidy  he  gave 
him.  The  fophi  ereSled  fortrefles  in  Georgia, 
which  he  garrifoned  with  Perfians,  and  removed 
more  than  twenty-four  thoufand  Georgian  fa¬ 
milies  from  their  country,  whom  he  tranfported 
into  various  parts  of  his  dominions,  efpecially 
into  Armenia,  and  replaced  them  with  Perfians- 
and  Armenians.  He  next  formed  a  plan  of 
preferring  by  clemency  what  he  had  acquired 
by  violence,  and  promifed  the  Georgians,  by 
oath,  that  neither  he  nor  his  fuccelfors  would 
ever  opprefs  them  with  taxes,  change  their 
religion,  demolifh  their  churches,  or  build 
mofques;  that  the  viceroy  fhould  always  be  a 
Georgian  of  the  race  of  their  kings  ;  and  that 
if  his  fon  would  embrace  mahometifm  he  fhould 
enjoy  the  dignity  of  grand-provoft,  and  governor 
of  Ifpahan,  till  the  period  of  his  fucceeding  his 
father.  In  this  latter  claufe,  the  artful  policy  of 
Abbas  is  confpicuous,  as  was  his  cruelty  in  his 
conduct  towards  the  Kurds  and  his  own  fons. 

The  Kurds  are  a  wandering  nation  living 
between  Turkey  and  Perfia,  and  always  at  the 
fervice  of  the  higheft  bidder.  The  Shah  em¬ 
ployed  them  to  take  Tauris,  promifing  them 
the  pillage  of  the  city,  the  moft  powerful  of  all- 
lures  for  them.  After  they  had  done  him  that 
fervice,  it  occurred  to  him,  that  for  the  fame 
bribe  they  probably  might  do  as  much  for  the 
Turks  as  they  had  for  him.  To  prevent  the 
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poffibilitv  of  his  fears  being  realized,  he  invited 
the  principal  chieftains  to  dinner.  His  tent,  by 
his  orders,  had  been  conftru£ted  with  fo  many 
windings,  that  thofe  who  entered  could  fcarcely 
fee  thofe  who  preceded  them  but  a  few  paces. 
Two  executioners  ftationed  near  the  entrance 
maffacred  the  guefts  as  foon  as  they  afrived. 

Thefe  cruelties,  and  many  others,  merely  dic¬ 
tated  by  precaution,  the  moft  odious  of  all,  render¬ 
ed  him  infupportable  to  the  nobility  of  the  realm. 
Some  among  them  had  the  temerity  to  throw 
a  letter  into  the  chamber  of  Safi  Mirza,  his 
fon,  in  which  they  tendered  him  their  aflift- 
ance  to  afcend  the  throne,  if  he  would  confent  to 
adopt  the  meafures  they  had  planned.  The 
young  prince,  fhuddering  with  horror  at  a  pro¬ 
ject  which  could  only  be  effedted  by  his  father’s 
death,  carried  him  the  letter.  The  emperor 
commended  his  affedlion  and  tendernefs,  but  he 
was  feized  with  fuch  inceffant  terrors,  that  he 
was  a  ftranger  to  repofe,  and  each  night  a  prey 
to  the  moft  dreadful  forebodings.  He  changed  his 
chamber  two  or  three  times.  At  length  the 
monfter  determined  the  death  of  his  fon,  to  free 
himfelf  from  his  inquietudes.  This  fon  was  the 
laft  remaining  out  of  four,  the  offspring  of  his 
lawful  wives  ;  their  father’s  barbarous  fufpicions 
had  configned  them  all  to  an  early  tomb.  The 
two  elder  betrayed  too  martial  a  fpirit,  and  were 
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poifohed  ;  the  third,  confcious  of  the  fate  his 
father  defigned  him,  died  of  melancholy.  The 
death  of  Safi  Mirza  is  differently  related.  This 
young  prince,  according  to  fome  authors,  was 
juft  returned  from  a  glorious  expedition  againft 
Arabia,  with  his  fpoufe,  an  Arabian  princefs, 
the  mother  of  a  fon  and  a  daughter.  Abbas, 
jealous  of  his  fuccefs,  gave  him  a  very  cool  re¬ 
ception.  Mirza  .could  not  diffemble  his  dis¬ 
content.  The  emperor  led  him  into  a  diftant 
apartment,  and  left  him  alone  ;  when  inftantly 
feven  men  rtifhed  in  with  a  bow-firing  to  ftrangle 
him.  His  ftrength  being  prodigious,  he  laid 
three  dead  at  his  feet,  but  the  reft  ftill  endea¬ 
voured  to  put  the  cord  round  his  neck.  The 
father  entered,  caufed  his  fon,  finking  with 
fatigue,  to  be  bound,  and  commanded  his 
eyes  to  be  feared  with  a  red-hot  iron,  in 
his  prefence.  The  princefs  informed  of  the 
violence  done  her  hufband,  haftened  to  him,  and 
found  him  in  a  ftate  of  frenzy  and  defpair.  He 
feized  his  youthful  daughter  and  ftrangled  her. 
The  wretched  mother  at  firft  thought  that  it 
was  the  effe£fc  of  madnefs  ;  but  feeing  him 
ftretch  out  his  arms,  and  feel  round  him  in 
fearch  of  his  fon,  fhe  fled  with  him.  There  was 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  unfortunate  Mirza 
only  fought  to  kill  his  fon,  as  he  had  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  to  be  revenged  of  his  father,  who  was  ten.- 
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derly  attached  to  the  children.  The  prince 
died  ffiortly  after  in  the  moil  terrifying  agonies 
of  defpair. 

Other  hiftorians  are  lefs  circumftantial  in  their 
account  of  that  horrid  event ;  according  to 
them,  Abbas  commanded  Bebut,  one  of  his 
officers,  to  go  and  kill  his  fon.  The  latter  met 
the  prince  mounted  on  a  mule,  attended  only  by 
a  page.  He  feized  the  bridle,  and  faid  j  “  Dif- 
“  mount,  Safi  Mirza,  thy  father  demands  thy 
te  life  j”  at  the  fame  time  throwing  him  off  his 
mule.  The  young  prince  exclaimed  :  "  Alas ! 
“  my  God,  what  have  I  done  to  merit  this  pu- 
“  niffiment  ?  Curfed  be  the  traitor  who  has 
“  done  this !  However,  fince  it  is  the  will  of 
“  God,  be  his  commands  and  the  king’s  exe- 
<c  cuted.”  Scarcely  had  he  pronounced  thefe 
words,  when  Bebut  gave  him  two  wounds  with 
a  poniard,  and  extended  him  dead  on  The 
earth. 

In  whatever  manner  this  crime  was  perpe¬ 
trated,  certain  it  is,  that  the  father’s  repentance 
followed  clofe  upon  the  deed.  The  unfortunate 
mother  of  Mirza  flew  to  her  hufband’s  apartment, 
and  unawed  by  the  monarch’s  barbarous  temper, 
reproached  him  with  his  inhumanity,  flew  upon 
him,  and  even  dared  to  ftrike  him.  Abbas, 
ftunned,  and  as  it  were  deprived  of  all  fenfation, 
contented  himfelf  with  replying — “  What  would 
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“  you  have  had  me  do  ?  I  had  been  informed 
tc  that  he  aimed  at  my  life.  There  is  no  re- 
‘c  medy,  the  deed  is  done.”  The  father  {hut 
himfelf  up  during  fix  days,  holding  his  hand¬ 
kerchief  to  his  eyes  that  he  might  not  fee  the 
light  of  the  fun.  For  a  month  he  only  ate 
lufficient  to  prevent  his  dying  of  hunger  ;  he 
wore  a  mourning  habit  for  the  fpace  of  a  year; 
and  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  refrained 
from  every  ornament  of  attire  which  could  dif- 
tinguifh  him  from  the  reft  of  his  fubjects. 

But  he  celebrated  the  obfequies  of  the  prince 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  ferocity.  He  invited 
the  khans  whofe  fidelity  he  fufpefte'd  to  a  feaft, 
and  like  wife,  all  the  fycophants  who  had  preju¬ 
diced. him  againft  his  fon,  and  having  had  poi- 
fon  conveyed  into  the  wine,  detained  them 
until  he  faw  them  all  expire.  Some  months 
afterwards,  a  recollection  recurred  to  him  very 
fatal  in  its  effefts  to  Bebut,  the  aftaflin  of  his 
fon.  He  commanded  him  to  depart,  and  with 
his  own  hand  fever  his  fon’s  head  from  his 
body  and  bring  it  to  him.  tc  How  doll  thou 
“  lind  thyfelf?”  faid  the  tyrant,  when  he  be¬ 
held  him  holding  the  head.  “  Alas  !  fire,”  re¬ 
plied  Bebut,  “  I  need  not  fay.  I  tenderly  loved 
“  my  fon  :  his  death  will  break  my  heart.” 
<c  Go,”  faid  the  king,  cc  feel  what  muft  have 
“  been  my-  grief  when  thou  toldeft  me  of  the 
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£<  death  of  mine.  My  fon  and  thine  are  no 
“  more  :  confole  thyfelf  in  refiedting  that  thou 
<£  art  in  this  refpedt  equal  with  thy  matter.” 

This  prince,  though  fo  formidable,  was  not  ex¬ 
empt  from  a  misfortune  which  fpares  not  the 
greated  monarchs.  He  was  on  a  journey  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wives,  fhut  up,  as  was  the 
cuftom,  in  covered  paniers;  hanging  on  each  fide 
of  a  camel.  Obferving  that  one  panier  hung 
lower  than  the  other,  he  went  to  aflift  to  fix  it 
properly,  and  found  the  chancellor  with  his 
lady.  He  indamly  had  them  buried  alive.  Ab¬ 
bas  even  refined  on  his  cruelty  to  a  governor 
who,  after  having  promifed  to  deliver  up  a 
place,  broke  his  word,  and  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  taken.  The  emperor  caufed  him  to  be  fewed 
up  in  a  bull’s  hide  newly  flayed,,  and  thrown  in¬ 
to  the  high  road,  where  he  was  fed  in  the  burn- 
"  ing  fun.  As  the  hide  dried  and  contradted,  he 
experienced  the  moll  excruciating  tortures,  of 
which  he  died  after  a  long  date  of  agony. 

The  juftice  of  Shah  Abbas  is  celebrated, 
though  frequently  damped  with  his  natural  fe¬ 
rocity.  He  ordered  a  baker  who  refufed  to  fell 
bread  to  the  poor  to  be  thrown  into  a  hot 
oven  ;  and  hung  on  the  hooks  of  his  fh ambles j 
fome  fay,  burned  in  the  public  market,  a  but¬ 
cher  who  ufed  falfe  weights.  He  was  lefs  fe- 
vere  to  a  judge  who  received  a  bribe  from  both 
parties.  The  fophi  fentenced  him  to  ride  on  an 
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afs,  his  face  turned  towards  the  tail,  which  ferv- 
ed  for  a  bridle,  his  fine  vefture  to  be  covered 
with  dirt,  and  in  thaf;  manner  to  be  led  through, 
the  city,  preceded  by  a  crier  to  announce  his 
crime.  'This  prince  had  a  grand-m after  of  artil¬ 
lery  whom  he  very  much  efteemed,  but  who 
was  the  moft  jealous  of  mortals.  If  any  of  the 
neighbours  appeared  on  th'e  terrace  of  his  dwell¬ 
ing  in  the  evening,  to  enjoy  the  frefh  air,  as  is 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  that  officer’s  eunuchs* 
who  wereinambuffi  in  every  corner  of  the  garden, 
ffiot  all  thcfe  they  difcovered,  under  the  pretext 
that  they  could  fee  into  their  mailer’s  feraglio.  A 
complaint  was  addrefled  to  Shah  Abbas,  who 
told  his  grand-mafter  to  be  cautious  how  he 
afted,  and  to  keep  his  wives  confined  at  night 
as  well  as  by  day,  if  he  feared  his  neighbours 
fhould  look  at  them.  In  defpite  of  this  warn¬ 
ing,  this  mode  of  repreffing  curiofity  was  con¬ 
tinued.  A  man  of  fome  confequence  wras  kill¬ 
ed  ;  all  the  family  went  in  tears  to  demand 
.  juftice,  and  mentioned  upwards  of  twenty  per- 
fons  who  had  met  a  fimilar  fate.  The  king  be¬ 
came  furious  :  “  Go,”  exclaimed  he,  cc  and  kill 
“  that  mad  dog,  his  wives,  his  children,  and 
“  his  domeftics  : — let  not  a  foul  remain  of 

that  curfed  race.”  The  fentence  was  imme- 

*  , 

diately  executed. 

One  of  the  laft,  military  actions  of  Shah  Ab¬ 
bas  was  the  reduction  of  Ormus,  which  had 
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been  rather  a  considerable  kingdom,  on  the  coaft 
of  Kerman,  but  which  was  infenfibly  reduced 
to  the  Hie  of  Ormus,  and  fome  adjacent  terri¬ 
tory.  Its  fituation  in  the  Perfian  gulf  rendered 
it  a'defirable  fituation  for  commerce.  The  Portu- 
guefe  had  taken  it  from  the  natives;  but  the  Eng- 
lifh,  envious  of  its  pofition,  affifted  Abbas  to  get 
poffeffion  of  it,  and  on  that  occafion  obtained 
fome  very  advantageous  privileges  for  their  fhips 
trading  to  thofe  feas.  The  emperor  engaged  in 
that  expedition  rather  with  a  view  to  extend 
the  commerce  of  his  fubjefts,  than  from  a  de¬ 
fire  of  conqued.  He  omitted  no  opportunity 
of  infpiring  them  with  a  tafte  for  it,  but  he 
found  very  little  inclination  among  the  Perfians 
to  embark  in  it,  who  were  too  proud,  and  too 
much  addicted  to  their  eafe  :  he  then  turned 
his  thoughts  towards  the  Armenians,  a  fober, 
careful  people,  inured  to  fatigue.  He  judged 
alfo  that  being  chriftians  they  were  the  moft 
proper  to  treat  with  chriftians;  Abbas  advanced 
them  confiderable  funds,  particularly  of  filk, 
for  which  on  their  return  they  were  only  to  pay 
a  very  moderate  intereft.  Thus  he  was  the 
founder  of  their  commerce,  fince  become  fo 
confiderable  in  Europe  and  Afia  ;  and  which 
they  have  extended  into  Tonquin  and  the  Phi¬ 
lippine  ifles.  He  banilhed  ufury  from  his  domi¬ 
nions,  and  likewife  the  Banians,  who  are  faid  to 
fee  as  expert  as  the  Jews  at  that  trade;  how- 
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ever,  they  have  again  eftablifhed  themfelves 
there.  That  money  might  as  little  as  poffible 
be  carried  out  of  the  kingdom,  he  declaimed 
againft  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  and  fupported 
another,  of  which  he  fet  the  example,  by  vifit- 
ing  the  tomb  of  an  illuftrious  faint  in  one  of  his 
own  provinces.  His  fubjeSls  who  inhabited  the 
interior  parts  of  his  domains,  and  thofe  he  could 
protect  from  the  fcourge  of  war,  were  happy 
under  his  reign,  which  was  of  fifty  years’  dura¬ 
tion. — He  lived  feventv. 

Safi i.  8th  In  his  dying  moments  he  gave  orders*  that 

Shah,  1628.  '  J  0  & 

the  crown  fliould  be  placed  on  the  head  of  the 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  Mirza  Sophi,  and  that 
.he  flrould  take  his  father’s  name.  The  princefs, 
his  mother,  fince  her  hufband’s  tragic  end,  had 
lived  in  continual  terror.  This  date  of  dread  was 
increafed,  when  at  her  father-in-law’s  death  the 
nobles  came  to  entreat  her  to  commit  her  fon 
to  their  care,  that  they  might  feat  him  on  the 
throne.  She  fled  with  him  to  her  apartment,  and 
barricaded  the  door,  under  the  idea  that  it  wras  a 
frefh  attempt  of  is  grand-father  They  remain¬ 
ed  three  whole  days  endeavouring  to  convince 
,  her  of  her  miftake,  and  to  gain  admittance;*.  At 
length  thev  threatened  to  burli  the  door ;  (lie 
opened  it,  nd  holding  her  fon  by  the  hand  fhe 
faid  ;  “  Gl  ,  my  child,  go  join  thy  father,  by 
<c  means  of  the  murderous  hands  that  expefit 
thee.”  She  was  mod  agreeably  furprized 
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when  {he  faw  the  nobles  fall  at  his  feet,  and 
proclaim'  him  emperor.  He  was  only  fixteen 
years  of  age.  It  were  defirable  that  the  mo¬ 
thers  apprehenfions  had  not  been  groundlefs, 
and  that  this  young  monfter  had  been  fwept 
from  off  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  for  his  life  was 
rather  that  of  an  executioner  than  a  prince.  We 
will  fpare  the  reader  a  circumflantial  account 
-of  his  atrocity ;  and  only  relate  a  few  traits  of 
the  deliberate  barbarity  of  this  fecond  Nero, 

who,  bearing  in  his  countenance  every  mark  of 

* 

clemency  and  goodnefs,  cberifhed  in  his  heart 
the  vicious  inclinations  of  a  favage  and  inexorable 
tyrant.  Since  he  is  deemed  worthy  of  being  rank¬ 
ed  with  Nero,  we  are  to  conclude  that  he  was  the 
affaffin  of  his  family,  and  the  murderer  of  his  wife 
and  mother.  The  firff  obje£f  of  his  brutality  was 
©neof  ’nis  brothers,  by  another  mother,  whofe  eyes 
he  put  out.  According  to  his  barbarous  policy 
he  ought  to  have  killed  him  entirely  ;  for  he 
caufed  two  of  his  uncles,  deprived  of  fight  by 
his  grand-father,  to  be  dafhed  down  from  a  high 
rock,  faying- — “  Since  they  are  blind,  what  ufe 
“  are  they  of  in  the  world  ?”  Safi  had  an  aunt 
whofe  converfation  was  extremely  agreeable ; 
fhe  one  day  told  him,  that  fire  was  furprized, 
that  young  and  vigorous  as  he  was,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  beautiful  women,  he  fiiould  have 
no  children,  while  the  only  had  three  by  her 
hufband.  She  then  added  Tome  witty  reflec- 
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iions  on  lands  badly  ploughed,  that  remain  fie* 
rile  for  want  of  culture.  He  only  laughed  with 
her,  and  replied,  that  he  had  time  enough  to 
think  of  heirs.  She  imprudently  anfwered : 
“  Ah  !  it  is  all  in  vain,  fire,  I  greatly  fear  that 
<e  after  your  death  the  Perfians  will  be  obliged 
“  to  have  recourfe  to  one  of  my  children.” 
This  appeared  more  ferious  to  the  fophi.  The 
following  day  he  invited  his  aunt  to  dinner,  and 
ordered  three  jugs  with  covers  to  be  ferved  up, 
out  of  which  they  drew  the  three  heads  of  her 
children.  The  monfter  then  looking  at  the 
princefs,  faid  :  ec  Confole  yourfelf,  you  are  young 
e<  enough  to  repair  the  lofs.”  She  was  con¬ 
founded,  but  feeing  the  king’s  eyes  glare  with  a 
fury  that  menaced  her  death,  Hie  calf  herfelf  at 
his  feet,  faying :  “  It  is  all  well.  God  grant  the 

king  a  long  and  happy  life.”  Her  hufband, 
w  hom  the  tvrant  called  and  fhewed  the  heads, 
efcaped  alfo  by  making  the  fame  parade  of  fub- 
miffion. 

On  a  fimple  fufpicion  he  put  to  death  the 
grand-mafter  of  his  houfehold,  his  chancellor, 
and  one  of  the  nobles,  to  whom  he  was  moft  in¬ 
debted  for  the  throne.  That  officer  informed 
him  of  a  confpiracy  that  was  in  agitation,  and 
advifed  him  to  debarrafs  himfelf  of  the  trai¬ 
tors  to  infure  his  own  life.  “  Thou  art  in  the 
“  right,”  replied  he,  “  and  I  will  begin  with 
“  thee ;  for  as  thou  art  the  oldell,  and  moft  ex- 
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tc  perienced  of  my  nobles,  thou  art  certainly 
“  in  the  plot.”  To  delay  the  emperor’s  or¬ 
ders  was  death.  But  what  is  truly  deferv- 
ing  notice,  is  the  prompt  obedience  of  thofe 
wretched  beings.  One,  certain  to  die,  though 
innocent,  if  he  warns  the  monarch  of  his  danger, 
choofes  rather  to  be  maflacred  than  be  wanting 
infidelity.  Another  fees  his  deareft  friend  enter, 
attended  with  two  executioners ;  “  Moft  un- 
<e  doubtedly,  dear  friend,”  faid  he,  “  you  are  not 
“  the  meffenger  of  good  fortune.”  “  You  are 
“  right,  dear  brother,”  replied  the  other  j  “  the 
king  has  commanded  me  to  carry  him  your 
“  head,  and  you  muff  fubmit.”  Saying  thefe 
words  he  feized  him,  and  fevered  his  head  from 
his  body,  without  meeting  the  leaf:  refiftance. 

When  Safi  intended  thefe  executions  he  wore 
red  ;  and  at  that  funereal  fi^nal  everv  one 
trembled.  They  tried  the  effect  of  poifon, 
which  was  adminiftered  to  him  in  his  feraglio;  but 
the  lfrength  of  his  conftitution  overcame  it,  and 
a  fit  of  illnefs  was  all  the  refult  of  its  operation. 
During  his  recovery  there  w’as  a  great  noife 
heard  one  night  in  the  feraglio,  and  the  following 
day  the  report  was  fpread  that  he  had  caufed 
forty  women  to  be  buried  alive.  At  the  fame 
time  the  queen’s  mother  was  faid  to  have  died 
of  the  plague  ;  but  no  perfon  doubted  her  having 
been  of  the  number  of  thofe  unhappy  women. 
With  refpeft  to  his  wife,  a  very  amiable  princefs. 
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he  fent  for  her  one  day,  after  a  repaft  in  which 
wine  had  not'been  fpared.  Th§  emprefs  batten¬ 
ed,  and  found  him  afleep.  She  concealed  her- 
felf,  it  is  not  known  why,  behind  the  tapettry. 
He  awoke,  and  afked  for  her.  They  pointed  to 
the  fpot  where  the  flood.  Safi  ordered  them 
to  ftab  her  five  or  fix  times  with  a  dagger.  She 
expired,  and  he  very  compofedly  fell  afleep 
again. 

Hittorians  have  endeavoured  to  excufe  him, 
by  attributing  thefe  barbarities  to  wine,  which 
affeSted  his  reafon ;  but  inebriety  did  not  occafion 
him  firft  to  burn  the  eyes  with  a  hot-iron,  and 
then  to  tear  them  out,  effectually  to  deprive  the 
wretched  vidtim  of  the  pottibility  of  the  fmalleft 
glimmering  of  light.  Travellers  relate  a  circurn- 
itance  which  is  replete  with  horror,  but  which  it 
is  proper  to  mention  that  we  may  felicitate  our- 
ielves  on  being  natives  of  a  country  where  fuch 
enormities  are  unknown.  The  eyes  were  torn 
out  with  the  point  of  a  dagger,  then  carried  in  'a 
balin  to  the  king  ;  and  as  his  commands  were 
inditcriminately  given  to  the  firft  perfon  he  met, 
it  was  frequently  executed  fo  unfkilfully,  that 
death  was  the  confequer.ce.  Safi  had  ordered 
his  fon,  a  youth  of  thirteen  years  old,  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  fight.  The  eunuch  whom  he  com- 
miflioned  to  execute  it  fpared  him,  and  taught 
him  to  counterfeit  blindnefs.  The  emperor, 
attacked  by  a  mortal  difeafe,  regretted  his 
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having  rendered  him  incapable  of  reigning. 

The  eunuch,  convinced  of  the  fincerit-y  of  his 
repentance,  conduced  the  prince  to  him,  enjoy¬ 
ing  the1  blefling  of  fight.  His  father  defired  the 
nobles  to  acknowledge  him  for  his  legitimate 
fucceflbr.  He  expired  it  is  fuppofed  by  poifon,  „ 
in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
thirteenth  of  his  reign. 

Abbas  the  Second  was  only  thirteen  vears  of  Abbas  11 

9th  Static 

age  when  he  afcended  the  throne.  It  is  eafy  to  1642. 
conceive  the  joy  of  the  court  after  fo  dangerous 
a  reign  as  was  that  of  his  father  to  its  refidents: 
however,  they  had  no  great  reafon  to  rejoice  at 
the  exchange.  Intoxication,  paffion,  an  uncon- 
trolable  love  of  power,  and  prodigality,  we  may 
fay,  of  human  lives,  rendered  the  fate  of  the 
courtiers  as  precarious  as  it  had  been  under  Shah 
Safi.  Abbas  the  Firft  had  banilhed  a  number 
of  eunuchs,  ufelefs  in  his  houfehold,  to  a  com¬ 
modious  dwelling  embellilhed  with  gardens ; 

Abbas  the  Second,  thinking  they  lived  too  long, 
caufed  the  younger  ones  to  be  all  killed  in  one 
night,  leaving  only  fifteen,  who  were  very  old, 
to  wait  a  natural  death,  becaufe  it  could  not  be 
diftant.  He  felt  no  more  tendernefs  for  his 
family  than  his  father  had  for  his.  He  did  not 
choofe  that  his  two  married  lifters  fhould  become 
mothers,  and  therefore  fent  them  a  potion  to  pro¬ 
cure  abortion.  When  they  were-again  pregnant, 
he  permitted  them  to  remain  quiet  till  they  were 
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delivered,  and  then  ordered  that  their  infants 
fhould  die  of  hunger.  Four  of  his  wives  were,  by 
his  command,  burned  alive  3  the  three  firft  be- 
caufe  they  had  quitted  the  apartment  to  prevent 
their  becoming  intoxicated  with  him,  the  fourth 
becaufe  the  unwillingly  received  his  careffes. 

The  European  travellers  who  relate  thefe 
events  make  a  pompous  eulogium  on  the  great 
qualities  of  Abbas  II.  One  of  them  even 
carries  his  adulation  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  name  a  virtue  which  he  did 
not  poffefs.  He  alfo  beftows  many  praifes  on 
him  for  his  attention  towards  Grangers  3  and 
that,  moil  probably,  was  the  real  caufe  of  this 
panegyric.  The  emperor  lived  on  terms  of 
familiarity  with  them,  admitted  them  to  partake 
of  his  amufements 3  and  thofe  travellers,  being 
chiefly  merchants,  gained  prodigious  fums  by 
him.  A  tafle  for  jewellery  and  mechanifm 
reigned  in  that  court,  neither  were  the  fciences 
neglected.  There  were  three  blind  princes  of 
the  blood  :  one  of  whom  was  well  fkilled  in 
mathematics  and  alcebra  ;  another  had  the  talent 

,  O  J 

of  making  all  kinds  of  figures  either  in  copper 
or  wood  with  fingular  exadtnefs  5  and  the  third 
could  decide  by  the  touch  the  degree  of  per- 
fedtion  of  all  works  of  art,  however  delicate. 

Abbas  was  a  lover  of  juftice  3  but  he  was 
extremely  arbitrary  in  the  puniffiments  he  in- 
-fiidted  :  a  fault  which  not  unfrequentlv  is  equi- 
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"Valent  to  injuftice  itfelf.  Two  men,  whom  he 
pretended  to  confult  on  the  conduft  of  a  governor 
whofe  favour  they  wifhed  to  gain,  fpoke  of  him 
in  a  manner  which  the  emperor  knqw  to  be 
falfe.  Turning  to  his  nobles,  he  faid  :  “  What 
“  think  you  of  thefe  parafites,  who  know  that 
“  all  they  have  afferted  is  the  contrary  to 
“  truth  ?”  fie  fentenced  the  young  man  to  have 
two  teeth  drawn,  and  the  old  one  to  have  them 
tranfplanted  into  his  head,  who  nearly  died  in 
confequence  of  the  operation.  The  caprice  of 
this  punifhment  is  furely  blameable,  it  having  no 
analogy  with  the  fault.  This  prince  facrificed 
his  life  to  a  caprice.  His  feraglio  was  filled 
with  the  moft  beautiful  women  in  the  kingdom  ; 
however  he  took  a  fancy  to  a  public  dancer. 

She  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and  told  him 
reafons  which  were  fufficient  to  fufpend  his 
paflion.  But  he  peril  fted  in  his  refolve,  and  be¬ 
came  the  viftim  of  a  malady  which,  after  feveral 
months  of  dreadful  fufferings,  terminated  his 
exigence  He  died  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of 
his  reign,  and  the  thirty- feventh  of  his  age 

He  left  two  fons,  one  twenty  vears  old,  and^n.  or 

J  J  Solyman, 

the  other  eight.  The  youngeft  was  on  the  point  1i°t6h6Shah> 
of  being  elected  to  the  prejudice  of  the  eldeft  ;  * 

for  the  nobility  preferred  a  regency  to  the 
government  of  a  prince  who  was  of  an  age  to 
direft  the  adminiftration:  However,  the  better 
opinion  prevailed :  Safi  II.  was  acknovvledg- 
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ed,  that  is  to  fay,  his  fabre  was  girded  on  his 
fide  at  the  door  of  the  feraglio,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  congratulations  of  his  fubje£ts  ;  fh 
which  confifts  the  whole  ceremonial  of  the  inftal- 
lation  ot  the  fophis  of  Perfia.  He  was  attacked 
with  a  diforder,  which  reduced  him  to  a  very 
languid  Hate.  The  phyficians,  unable  to  decide 
on  his  malady,  threw  the  blame  on  the  aftrolo- 
gers,  who  they  pretended  had  chofen  an  un¬ 
favourable  moment  for  the  king’s  enthronement. 
It  was  judged  neceflary  to  renew  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  his  inauguration.  A  gawr,  or  fire-wor- 
fhipper,  of  the  race  of  the  Ruftans,  was  fixed  on; 
who  was  placed  on'  a  throne  with  his  back 
againft  a  wooden  figure  which  was  an  exa£I 
refemblance  of  him.  All  the  great  nobles  of 
the  court  flood  round,  and  attended  him  as  if 
he  had  been  the  fovereign.  At  the  inflant 
declared  propitious  by  the  aftrologers,  an  officer 
with  one  blow  of  a  fabre  frruck  off  the  wooden 
head.  The  pageant  king  rofe  and  fled  with  all 
imaginable  precipitation.  The  fophi,  as  though 
he  began  to  reign  by  the  ufurper’s  death,  was 
inftalled  anew,  and  took  the  name  of  Solyman, 
which  has  remained  to  him. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  reign  is  placed  the 
daring  action  of  Ah  Kouli  Khan,  a  brave  general, 
but  a  turbulent  and  dangerous  man,  ana  on  that 
account  often  confined.  He  called  himfelf  the 
king’s  lion,  becaufe,  faid  he,  “  I  am  chained  up. 
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"  when  ufelefs,  and  let  loofe  when  I  am  wanted. 
He  was  prifoner  in  a  fortrefs  at  the  death  of 
Abbas,  but  treated  with  fo  much  lenity  that  he 
was  even  fo  me  times  permitted  to  go  a-hunting. 
Having  received  intelligence  of  Solyman’s  ac- 
ceffion,  as  foon  as  he  returned  he  fell  upon  the 
governor,  and  fo  bruifed  him  with  blows  that  he 
nearly  killed  him.  At  each  ftroke  he  exclaimed  : 
“  That  is  to  teach  you  your  duty  ;  and  another 
“  time  not  to  fuffer  a  man  to  go  a-hunting 
c<  whom  the  king  has  intruded  to  your  cared' 
After  this  frolic,  Kouli  Khan  fat  off  for  court, 
and  related  his  conduft  to  the  king,  who  received 
him  gracioufly.  There  is  another  trait  told  of 
him,  that  in  any  other  country  would  have  been 
feverelv  punifhed,  but  which  there  increafed 
his  favour.  He  prefented  the  fovereign  writh 
two  boys  who  poffeffed  extremely  fine  voices. 
After  hearing  them  ting,  Solyman  expreffed  his 
regret  that  he  could  no-t  introduce  them  into  his 
haram.  Kouli  Khan  was  not  eafily  embarraffed 
on  any  occafion  :  he  made  eunuchs  of  them, 
and  thus  rendered  them  fit  to  contribute  to  the 
amufement  of  Solyman’s  waves.  His  fervices 
were  of  great  utility  in  the  wars  againft  the 
Ufbeks  and  the  Koffaks,  the  only  twro  during 
the  reign  of  Solyman.  Thefe  he  committed  to 
the  condudt  of  his  general^  ;  he  being  much 
more  formidable  to  his  fubjefts  than  to  his  ene¬ 
mies. 
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After  all  that  has  been  faid  of  the  cruelties  of 
his  predeceffors,  and  however  we  are  grown 
familiar  with  horrors,  it  is  ftill  painful  to  trace 
thofe  which  ftained  this  barbarian’s  reign,  who 
was  as  drunken  as  his  father  and  grand- father, 
and  as  wicked  as  they,  as  well  fober  as  when  in 
liquor.  We  will  only  calf  a  curfory  glance  over 
them. 

He  fentenced  a  mufician  to  lofe  his  hands  for 
not  having  touched  the  lute  quite  to  his  take. 
The  nobleman  he  commiflioned  to  fee  it  execut¬ 
ed  delayed  it,  and  was  condemned  to  lofe  a  hand 
alfo.  Another  perfon  buffered  a  fimilar  punilh- 
ment  for  having  carried  a  flambeau  at  too  great 
a  diflance  from  the  king,  a  precaution  which  he 
took  to  prevent  the  flame  from  incommoding 
him.  When  the  tents  were  ftruck,  in  his  jour¬ 
neys,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  find  the  earth 
ftrewTed  wdth  dead  bodies  and  mangled  limbs. 
Thofe  executions  were  very  frequent  in  the 
feraglio,  where  they  were  not  fo  fubject  to  dif- 
covery.  He  caufed  a  young  female  to  be  buried 
alive  for  uttering  a  complaint  that  he  had  con¬ 
demned  her  brother’s  hand  to  be  cutoff;  and  flay¬ 
ed  an  eunuch  alive  for  intreating  mercv  for  fome 
condemned  perfons.  Even  Kouli  Khan,  not- 
withftanding  his  fervices,  w'as  not,  as  by  his 
predeceffors,  merely  doomed  to  imprifonment, 
but  was  put  to  death  for  a  very  flight  offenfe. 
Solyman  took  great  pleafure  in  humiliating,  in- 
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fulling,  and  dishonouring  his  minifters ;  not¬ 
withstanding  which,  he  always  found  fome  to 
fill  the  poll.  In  fine,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
enumerate  the  enormities  of  this  tiger  thirfling 
for  human  gore.  We  will  terminate  this  ac¬ 
count  with  one  which  cannot  be  read  without 
fhuddering. — An  historian  has  many  painful 
moments. — In  an  amorous  fit  of  difpleafure 
with  one  of  his  favourite  Circaffians  of  illufirious 
birth,  he  ordered  her  to  be  immediately  married 
to  a  man  taken  from  the  loweft  rank  of  the 
populace.  Chance  allotted  her  to  the  fon  of  a 
bleacher.  Fie  was  rather  handfome,  and  the 
lady  lived  on  good  terms  with  him.  The  king 
was  fecretly  hurt  at  it.  He  fent  for  her  huiband, 
and  faid  to  him  :  “  When  you  married,  by  my 
“  command,  that  incomparable  beauty  of  high 
“  birth,  what  feaft  or  rejoicing  did  you  make  on 
*e  the  occafion  ?”  “  Sire,”  replied  he,  cc  I  am 
“  but  a  poor  man,  and  had  not  the  means  of 
“  making  an  illumination.”  <c  What,”  returned 
the  fophi,  “  that  dog  did  not  even  make  an  il- 
*e  lumination  !  Make  one  with  his  body.”  The 
unhappy  vifitim  was  Stretched  on  his  back,  and 
with  the  point  of  a  dagger  innumerable  holes 
were  dug  all  over  his  body,  which  they  filled 
with  oil,  fixed  a  fmiall  wick  in  each,  and  left  him 
to  expire  in  thofe  excruciating  tortures.  Soly- 
man  died  in  his  bed  at  the  age  of  forty-eight, 
after  having  reigned  twenty-nine  years.  If  it 
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be  true  that  ferocity  of  mind  has  connexion 
with  bodily  ftrength,  we  fliall  ceafe  being 
aftonifhed  at  this  prince’s  barbarity.  He  per¬ 
formed  the  moft  violent  exercifes  with  the 
greateft  eafe ;  and  could  bend  a  gold  cup  the 
thicknefs  of  a  crown  by  prefhng  it  in  his  hand. 
Like  the  tiger,  whofe  ftriped  fkin  announces  no 
favagenefs  of  nature,  fo  Solyman  prepoffefled 
every  ftranger  in  his  favour,  by  his  placid  coun¬ 
tenance,  gay  and  modeft  air,  and  graceful  de¬ 
portment. 

shah  Hut-  Hufibyn,  his  fon,  was  the  mod  merciful  prince 

shah, *i 694.  of  his  race,  and  the  moft  unfortunate.  On  his 
afcending  the  throne  hedifplayed  many  eftimable 
virtues  that  his  courtiers,  and  efpecially  the 
eunuchs,  endeavoured  by  every  means  in  their 
power  to  pervert.  The  chief  part  of  his  pre- 
deceftor’s  vices  were  imputed  to  wine:  Huffeyn 
prohibited  its  ufe  ;  but  his  eunuchs,  partly  by 
intreaties,  and  partly  by  engaging  the  phyficians 
to  prefcribe  it  as  a  cordial,  at  length  taught  him 
the  love  of  liquor.  That  propenfity,  however, 
did  not  render  him  cruel;  its  only  pernicious 
effefts  were  to  lull  his  faculties,  and  unfit  him 
for  every  necefiary  exertion.  He  buried  him- 
felf,  as  it  were,  in  the  delights  of  his  feraglio, 
abfolutely  indifferent  to  every  other  concern, 
even  in  the  moft  critical  and  momentous  cir- 

cumftances  of  the  empire.  The  enemy  being 

'  # 

at  the  very  gates,  the  minifters  tried  to  roufe 
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him  from  his  lethargy,  by  reprefenting  the 
near  approach  of  the  danger;  but  he  coolly  re¬ 
plied — “  It  is  your  affair;  you  have  armies,  em- 
“  ploy  them.  For  my  part,  provided  my  houfe 
“  at  Ferabad  is  left  me,  I  am  content.”  Thefe 
words  fufficiently  prove  his  almofl  incredible 
apathy  to  the  national  concerns,  and  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  prepares  the  mind  for  his  fatal  cataftrophe. 

The  faphi  found  a  council  of  (late  in  the 
feraglio,  compofed  of  eunuchs.  He  confirmed 
their  power,  and  gave  them  an  unlimited  autho¬ 
rity  over  all  the  minifters:  even  the  prime-minif- 
ter  was  not  permitted  to  aft  without  their 
fanction.  Thefe  counfellors  difpofed  of  all  offices 
and  employments;  and  though  deftitute  of  heirs 
in  a  direft  line,  were  not  the  lefs  rapacious  of 
wealth  to  enrich  their  families.  They  frequently 
fent  the  kalaat,  a  badge  of  honour,  from  the 
fovereign  to  the  governors  of  towns  and  pro¬ 
vinces,  that  they  might  receive  the  prefents 
they  made  in  return.  The  latter  re-imburfed 
their  expenfes  by  their  extortions  from  the 
people.  They  alfo  altered  the  cuftom  of  apr 
pointing  governors  for  life;  and  by  that  arrange¬ 
ment  fometimes  fold  the  fame  places  feveral 
times  in  a  few  years  :  a  frefh  oppreffion  on 
the  people,  who  were  obliged  to  pay  for  their 
welcome.  This  council  confided  of  both  black 
and  white  eunuchs,  as  oppofte  by  their  jealoufy 
pf  power  as  by  their  difference  of  colour;  con-. 
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fequently  it  became  neceffary  to  bribe  both 
parties,  to  be  left  in  tranquil  enjoyment  of  any 
dignity  or  office  ;  and  ftill  the  expenfe  was  levied 
on  the  people  by  their  fordid  governors. 

Huffeyn’s  ruling  paffion  was  building.  He. 
fpared  no  expenfe  in  magnificent  architec- 
'  ture,  fplendid  furniture,  nor  in  inventions  to 
conquer  difficulties.  If  the  drained  provinces 
murmured,  their  difcontent  affefled  him  not  : 
great  care  was  taken  to  conceal  their  mifery, 
and  prevent  their  complaints  from  reaching  him. 
The  capital  and  its  environs  were  in  a  flouriffiing 
Late  :  the  reft  was  indifferent  to  him.  It  was 
probably  rather  from  pomp  than  deyotion  that 
he  undertook  a  pilgrimage  of  more  than  two 
hundred  leagues.  He  was  accompanied  by  all 
his  women,  and  a  train  of  fixty  thoufand  men. 
The  haram  had  never  been  fo  crouded  before 
with  women,  girls,  and  eunuchs  ;  never  had  it 
been  fo  expenfive  ;  but  though  every  thing  was 
in  abundance  there,  the  troops  were  ill  paid,  and 
ammunition  of  all  kinds  deficient.  No  fooner 
were  the  generals  appointed  by  the  white 
faflion  arrived  at  their  place  of  deftination,  than 
they  were  recalled  by  the  black.  There  was 
neither  folidity  nor  liability  in  the  adminiftration. 

With  refpefl  to  juftice,  it  was  difpenfed  in 
the  following  manner,  by  a  nation  who  were, 
according  to  Shah  Abbas  the  Fir  ft,  incapable  of 
being  governed  by  any  fyftern  but  that  of  terror.. 
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It  had  been  wifely  ordained  that  the  rich  fhould 
be  liable  to  inflidtive  punifhments,  and  the  lefs 
opulent  to  pecuniary  fines.  The  eunuchs 
changed  the  original  law  for  their  own  intereft. 
Inftead  of  the.  baftonade,  they  confifcated  their 
wealth,  fubjefted  them  to  confiderable  fines, 
but  continued  them  in  their  ports  and  employ¬ 
ments;  confequently  they  had  the  means  of  foon 
recovering  their  loft  gains,  and  dividing  them 
with  the  eunuchs.  Governors,  minifters,  Ample 
cadis,  all  were  equally  rapacious  ;  neither  were 
they  very  delicate  in  their  modes  of  extortion. 
The  higher  magiftrates  may  be  judged  by  the  in¬ 
ferior  ones.  One  of  the  latter  caught  the  afs  of  a 
private  perfon  feeding  on  a  neighbouring  vine* 
He  condemned  the  owner  to  forfeit  fifty  crowns. 
The  proprietor  of  the  vine  waited  on  the  judge, 
and  requefted  him  to  return  the  money,  becaufe 
between  neighbours  thofe  things  were  not  re¬ 
garded.  The  fage  magiftrate,  inftead  of  repealing 
the  fentence  of  the  former,  condemned  the  latter 
to  a  fimilar  fine,  “  to  teach  him,”  faid  he,  “  to, 
<c  take  care  of  his  property.”  This  worthy  man 
when  he  apprehended  any  robbers  ufed  to  per-; 
mit  them  to  ranfom  themfelves,  and  if  they  had 
not  the  means  of  paying  the  tax  he  impofed 
on  them,  he  would  fuffer  them  to  leave  the 
prifon  at  night,  that  they  might  be  able  to  pay 
him  by  committing  other  thefts.  It  was  very 
difficult  to  difengage  any  thing  from  the  gripe 
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of  thefe  harpies  which  they  had  once  feized. 
An  Armenian,  whofe  houfe  had  been  broken 
open,  and  who  had  fent  the  robber  to  prifon, 
was  informed,  that  to  recover  his  lot's  it  was. 
neceffary  to  prove  by  wdtneffes  bo.th  the  theft 
and  the  Itolen  goods.  To  avoid  the  chicanery 
■that  might  enfue,  he  thought  it  the  lhorter  way 
to  come  to  a  compromife  with  the  thief  himfelf, 
and  endeavour  to  perfuade  hint  by  the  offer  of  a 
reward  to  confefs  the  crime.  He  already  be- 

'  j 

lieved  himfelf  certain  ot  reftitution,  when  the 
judge,  turning  towards  him,  faid  in  an  ironical 
tone — “  What !  have  you  no  better  witnefs  to 
is  produce  than  a  cheat,  a  thief?  Go.,  go,  my 
*/  friend,  bring  me  v/itneffes  of  fome  credit, 
“  good  muffulmen,  and  not  Armenians :  then  I 
“  will  attend  to  you.”  The.  great  roads,  that 
under  his  predeceffors  were  fo  fecure,  even 
againlt  the  overfeers  of  the  police  themfelves, 
in  the  reign  of  Huffeyn  were  throughout  infelt  eel 
with  banditti.  Complaints  were  fruitlefs  ;  there 
was  no  redrefs  to  be  expedted.  The  only  apfwer 
a  merchant  received  who  had  met  with  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs  was:  “  Point  me  out  the  robber, 
“  and  I  will  oblige  him  to  reltore  your  property.” 
The  provoked  merchant  replied  :  “  Put  yourfelf 
a  in  my  place,  and  me  into  your’s,  and  I  will 
“  foon  fnd  the  thief. T  Though  the  retort  was 
fo  fevere,  the  governor  was  not  offended.  The 
traveller  who  was  eye-witnefs  of  thefe  faffs  re- 
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marks  on  the  occafion,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  con¬ 
ceived  with,  what  patience  the  Perfians  in  office 
fuffiered  the  reproaches  and  infults  that  were  daily 
offered  them.  They  were  as  infenfible  to  ffiame 
as  to  remorfe.  A  governor  who  during  the  ci¬ 
vil  war  had  delivered  up  his  fortrefs  for  a  fum 
of  money,  was  attending  the  emperor  when  he 
was  attacking  a  town  which  gave  him  confider* 
able  trouble  to  reduce.  The  prince  alked  him 
what  meafures  he  fhould  purfue.  The  governor 
coolly  replied:  “  Endeavour  to  find  a  traitor 
V  like  me.” 

Hiftory  furnifh.es  few  examples  of  a  diffolu- 
tion  fo  entire  as  that  of  the  kingdom  of  Perfia 
under  the  feeble  inafiive  Huffeyn  ;  a  diffolution 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  began  with  the  ca¬ 
pital.  The  fophi  refided  there  in  great  tranquil¬ 
lity,  fubjefied  to  the  tyranny  of  his  eunuchs, 
but  of  which  he  was  unconfcious,  in  the  buftle 
of  a  corrupted  adminiftration,  which  he  miftook 
for  regularity, being  little  accuflomed  to  reflecl  on 
the  effects  refulting  from  known  abufesi,  becaufe 
the  refources  of  a  powerful  hate  are  always  Ef¬ 
ficient  for  its  immediate  remedy.  But,  by  con¬ 
tinual  errors,  one  at  length  took  place  which 
made  him  bitterly  repent  of  all  the  reft.  The 
province  of  Kandahar,  fituated  between  the 
Mogul  dominions  and  Perfia,  alternately  became 
the  poffeffion  of  either  empire,  according  to  the 
treatment  it  received.  Its  inhabitants  were  a 
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warlike  people,  the  greater  part  wandering,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  cares  of  their  flocks,  confequently 
inured  to  fatigue  ;  and  divided  into  tribes,  each 
under  the  government  of  a  chieftain.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  was  that  of  the  Afghans.  This  nation, 
fnch  as  defcribed,  furrounded  by  a  chain  of 
mountains,  which  defended  them,  demanded 
fome  little  attention,;  but  the  minifter  of  Perfia, 
little  fufpefting  the  event,  refpedted  them  no 
more  than  the  others.  Rapacious  governors 
were  fent  them,  who  loaded  them  with  taxes, 
and  opprefled  them  on  every  occafion.  They 
murmured,  vented  their  complaints  aloud,  ^nd 
clearly  fhewed  their  inclination  to  rebel. 

HulTeyn  wifhed  the  complaints  of  the  Af¬ 
ghans  to  be  redrefled  ;  but  as  he  had  no  deter¬ 
mined  will,  the  party  in  the  council  who  were 
for  fubduing  them  by  rigour  prevailed.  Gurghin- 
khan,  formerly  governor  ot  Georgia,  was  dis¬ 
patched.  thither.  He  was  a  very  fevere  man,  in- 
yefred  with  abfolute  authority,  and  attended  by 
an  excellent  corps  of  Georgian  foldiers.  He 
entered  Kandahar  as  if  it  had  been  a  conquered 
country,  let  Icofe  his  troops,  who  committed 
every  fpecies  of  violence  on  the  inhabitants.  The 
chiefs  he  referved  for  himfelf,  and  made  them  fe- 
verely  feel  the  weight  of  his  domination.  One  of 
the  moft  conliderable,  named  Mir- Weis,  particu¬ 
larly  attracted  his  attention.  His  birth,  gene- 
rofity,  a  complaifant  and  popular  demeanor. 
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and  Tome  marks  of  an  ambitious  mind,  roufed 
Gurghin-khan’s  fufpicions.  He  had  him  appre¬ 
hended,  and  fent  to  lfpahan  as  a  man  of  a  tur¬ 
bulent  fpirit,  fufpefted  of  having  been  the  fo- 
menter  of  the  late  troubles,  and  very-  capable  of 
exciting  new  ones. 

Mir- Weis  foon  perceived  the  fa&ions  of  the 
court,  and  imagined  that  great  advantages  might 
accrue  from  a  proper  management  of  them.  All 
the  miniftry  w'ere  not  devoted  to  Gurgh in-khan  : 
there  were  fome  among  them  certainly  jealous  of 
the  great  power  intruded  to  him.  Mir-Weis  at- 
tached  himfelf  to  that  party.  He  had  the  addrefs 
to  render  the  governor  himfelf  an  objeftof  fufpi- 
cion;  and  did  not  defpair  of  becoming  maker  of 
Kandahar,  by  being  appointed  to  watch  his  mo¬ 
tions.  On  his  arrival  in  his  country  he  forbore 
to  alfume  the  importance  or  air  of  a  man  certain 
of  fuccefs  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  flattered  the 
governor,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  his  favour; 
but  that  was  a  point  he  could  not  accomplifh. 
Gurghin-khan  always  regarded  him  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  eye  ;  and  could  not  pardon  him  for  return¬ 
ing  back  again,  as  if  to  brave  him.  The  better 
to  conquer  his  diflike,  Mir-Weis  counterfeit¬ 
ed  devotion,  and  undertook  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca. 

On  his  return,  he  found  the  governor’s  doubts 
fo  entirely  diflipated,  and  his  perfuafion  fo  fixed 
that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  fo  holy  a  per- 
fpnage,  that  he  hefitated  not  to  affront  him. 
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Mir-Weis  fuffered  his  arrogance  patiently, 
watching  for  fome  infult  fufficiently  ferious  to 
induce  the  other  chiefs  to  efpoufe  his  quarrel. 
At  length  this  looked-for  event  happened: 
Gurghin-khan  having  heard  much  of  the  beauty 
of  Mir-Weis’s  daughter,  ordered  him  to  fend 
her  to  his  haram.  Mir-Weis  affembled  the 
principal  perfons  of  his  tribe,  and  other  chief¬ 
tains  whom  he  Could  intruft,  and  informed  them 
of  the  demand,  which  highly  exafperated  them. 
They  concerted  their  meafures  together  ;  and 
inftead  of  his  daughter,  he  fent  another  young 
girl,  who  was  well  inftrufted  in  the  part  fhe  was 
to  aft  ;  which  was  the  lefs  difficult,  becaufe  in 
Perfia  the  bride  is  never  feen  prior  to  the  mar¬ 
riage.  He  then  invited  the  governor  to  a  feaft  in 
his  tent.  Gurghin-khan,  unfufpicious  of  danger, 
accepted  the  party  of  pleafure  propofed  by  his 
fon-in-law  :  but  this  complaifance  coft  him  his 
life.  No  fooner  was  he  maffacred  than  Mir- 
Weis  prefented  himfelf  at  the  gates  of  Kan¬ 
dahar;  where  the  garrifon,  deprived  of  its  com¬ 
mander,  made  a  very  flight  refinance.  During 
a  period  of  fourteen  years  Mir-Weis  haraffed 
the  Perfians,  and  was  equally  proof  againft 
their  arms  and  their  inhdious  offers.  His 
good  conduct,  his  harangues,  and  his  victories, 
united  the  other  tribes  to  that  of  the  Af¬ 
ghans,  of  which  he  was  the  leader.  He  died 
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king  of  Kandahar,  leaving  the  crown  to  Ab¬ 
dallah,  his  brother,  as  he  thought  his  child- 
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ren  too  young  to  wield  the  fceptre  of  an  lin¬ 
kable  throne. 

Abdallah  had  neither  his  brother’s  genius,  hi3 
ambition,  nor  intrepidity.  A  love  of  tranquillity 
induced  him  to  liken  to  the  propofitions  of  the 
Perfians,  who  by  granting  feme  very  advan¬ 
tageous  conditions  were  once  more  to  be  put  in 
poffeffion  of  Kandahar.  The  treaty  was  on  the 
point  of  being  figned,  when  Mahmud,  the  fon  of 
Mir- Weis,  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  old,  heard 
with  indignation  of  his  uncle’s  weaknefs.  At  the 
head  of  thirty  or  forty  of  his  father’s  friends  he 
entered  the  palace,  cut  off’ Abdallah’s  head,  and 
was  proclaimed  king.  It  is  not  known  whether 
the  youthful  monarch  found  the  project  of  in¬ 
vading  Perfia  among  his  father’s  papers,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  fuggefted  by  the  confidents  of  Mir- 
Weis,  or  whether  he  himfelf  conceived  the  idea. 
It  is,  however,  proper  to  obferve,  that  its  exe¬ 
cution  was  facilitated  by  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftances.  The  inhabitants  of  Herat,  Mahmud’s 
neighbours,  alfo  had  ffiaken  off  the  Perfian  yoke, 
and  had  formed  themfelves  into  a  republic. 
The  Kurds,  an  unfettled  people,  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Hamadan,  carried  their  depredations  to 
the  very  walls  of  Ifpahan.  The  Ufbec  Tar¬ 
tars  and  the  Lefgians,  as  in  concert,  poured 
from  the  fhores  of  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  pene¬ 
trated  into'  the  very  centre  of  the  empire.  Huf- 
fevn,  attacked  from  every  quarter,  knew  not 
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which  firft  to  oppofe  ;  and  Mahmud  took  advan- 
tage  of  thefe  commotions  to  {Lengthen  himfelf  on 
the  throne.  He  difciplined  his  Afghans,  and  led 
them  on  to  different  expeditions,  fometimes 
near,  fometimes  diftant,  where  they  alternately 
met  with  that  good  and  bad  fuccefs  which  is  fure 
to  form  brave  foldiers.  He  alfo  took  care  to  en¬ 
courage  the  religious  hatred  which,  as  funni, 
fecfaries  of  Omar,  they  felt  towards  the  Perfians, 
who  were  the  fectaries  of  Ali.  A  revolution 
rarely  fucceeds  unlefs  mixed  with  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  bigotry. 

Mahmud’s  progrefs  at  laft  became  fo  terrify¬ 
ing,  that  Huffeyn  determined  to  turn  the  whole 
force  of  his  arms  againfl  him.  He  aifembled 
one  of  the  beft  armies  that  Perfia  had  for  a 
long  time  feen,  lefs  formidable  for  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  troops  than  for  their  valour.  Be¬ 
ing  incapable  from  inexperience,  and  his  very 
advanced  age,  to  command  in  perfon,  he  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  his  fons,  who  was  only  feven- 
teen  years  of  age,  his  generaliffimo,  perfuaded 
that  the  prefence  of  the  heir  to  the  throne  would 
be  a  powerful  ftimulus  to  engage  the  foldiers 
and  chieftains  to  diftinguifh  themfelves.  The 
young  prince  was  put  under  the  direction  of 
Soffi  Kuli  Khan,  a  very  able  general,  who,  dif- 
o-uffed  with  the  abufes  of  the  court,  had  retired 
from  it,  but  had  returned  and  fubmitted  to  the 
exifting  circumftances.  Huffeyn  had  likewife 
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a  man  of  great  ability,  integrity,  and  difin- 
terellednefs,.  in  his  council,  named  Fatey  Ali 
Khan,  to  whom  he  gave  the  poll  of  prime-mi- 
nifter. 

Under  the  condufif  of  thefe  two  men,  each 
of  them  eminent  in  his  ilation,  and  on  terms  of 
good  intelligence,  the  empire  might  have  fup- 
ported  itfelf ;  but  a  court  cabal  caufed  the  general 
to  be  recalled,  and  the  vizier  appointed  an¬ 
other  of  his  own  choice,  named  Luft  Ali  Khan. 
The  faction,  convinced  that  they  fliould  never  be 
mailers  of  the  army,  and  fway  the  mind  of  the 
young  prince,  as  long  as  the  vizier  was  in  place, 
turned  their  weapons  againft  him,  and  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  calumniated  him  to  the  fophi,  that  he 
fentenced  him  to  lofe  his  fight.  At  the  fame 
time  they  arreiled  the  general,  and  the  armv 
difperfed. 

All  thefe  events  were  extremely  propitious 
to  Mahmud.  Fortified  in  the  rocks  of  Kanda¬ 
har,  he  received  a  faithful  account  of  the  tranf- 
afitions  of  the  court,  and  watched  a  favourable 
moment  to  accomplilh  the  defign  be  had  been 
meditating  during  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  years. 
This  prince  was  not  ignorant  that  the  towns 
and  provinces  were  divided  in  opinion,  which 
divifion  it  had  been  the  policy  of  Abbas  the  Firil 
to  foment  and  encourage,  the  more  effefilually 
to  fecure  his  power  3  but  thofe  civil  difi'enfions, 
though  ufeful  while  tempered  by  an  authority 
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fufficiently  ftrong  to  retrain  them  within  juft 
bounds,  became  deftructive  to  the  government 
as  foon  as  they  were  releafed  from  their  accuf- 
tomed  curb.  Each  of  them  loft  the  defire  of 
union  ;  they  little  concerned  themfelves  to  what 
party  they  belonged  ;  and  Mahmud  was  certain 
of  finding,  if  not  friends,  in  the  provinces  he 
fhould  pafs,  at  leaft  a  people  totally  indifferent 
concerning  the  event.  The  court  intrigues 
furnifhed  him  alfo  with  the  moft  flattering  hopes 
of  fuccefs.  In  fine,  from  the  wreck  of  the  late 
great  army  a  very  confiderable  one  had  been 
formed,  and  at  its  head  was  placed  a  general 
who  had  been  governor  of  Arabia  ;  a  man  who 
was  either  unfkilful'or  treacherous,  fuch  an  one 
as  Mahmud  himfelf  would  have  chofen  for  his 
own  advantage. 

Strengthened  by  all  thofe  circumftances,  Mah¬ 
mud  fuffered  his  intention  to  be  difcovered, 
which  till  then  he  had  concealed.  He  adorned 
it  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  with  every  attractive 
appearance: — its  facility,  the  lure  of  plunder,  the 
glory  of  rendering  his  religion  triumphant  over 
thofe  imperious  heretics,  who  till  then  had  been 
their  tormentors.  They  haftened  in  crowds  to 
his  ftandard  ;  but  out  of  this  mixed  multitude 
he  only  inrolled  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  who 
were  inured  to  war,  capable  of  fupporting 
fatigue,  and  accuftomed  to  long  and  rapid 
marches.  The  foldiers  he  loft  in  his  march  by 
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fkiVmifhes  he  replaced  by  others  of  the  fame 
Ramp,  whom  he  chofe  from  among  thofe  who 
offered.  With  tills  army,  compofed  of  the 
bravefl:  troops,  he  arrived  at  a  place  but  four 
days’  journey  from  Ifpahan.  The  Perfians  lent 
to  propofe  terms  of  accommodation  to  him, 
which  were  fo  advantageous,  that  he  thence 
inferred  the  weaknefs  of  the  court,  and  rejected 
them. 

Having  conducted  his  forces  to  the  walls  of  the 
city,  he  found  a  Very  numerous  army  ready  to  op- 
pofe  him,  but  commanded  by  the  fame  governor 
•of  Arabia,  from  whom  he  had  every  thing  to 
hope.  The  emperor  had  the  choice  of  two  al¬ 
ternatives,  either  to  venture  a  battle,  or  to  in¬ 
trench  himfelf  without  the  town,  and  there  wait 
the  arrival  of  the  fuccours  which  had  been  pro- 
railed  by  the  provinces,  of  which  feveral  troops 
were  then  on  their  march,  leaving  Mahmud  to 
exh'auft  his  ftrength  in  his  camp,  with  the  rifk 
of  dying  of  hunger.  That  was  the  moft  prudent 
opinion,  but  it  was  not  that  of  the  general.  He 
was  determined  to  fight  though  he  ought  not  ; 
and  when  he  did  engage  he  behaved  fo  unlkil- 
fully,  that  even  Mahmud  himfelf  was  aftonilhed 
at  his  vifftory.  Confternation  entered  the  city 
with  the  flying  troops,and  with  them  alfo  famine, 
which  their  great  numbers,  and  the  people  of  the 
provinces  whom  they  imprudently  admitted, 
fooi)  increafed  to  a  molt  deplorable  excefs.  Huff 
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feyn  would  have  quitted  it,  but  that  was  an¬ 
other  prudent  meafure  which  his  council  op- 
pofed/ 

The  fophi,  by  confining  himfelf  to  his  Capital, 
was  refolved  not'to  immure  there  alfo  the  hopes 
of  the  kingdom  and  of  his  family.  He  had  de* 
dared  his  eldeft  fon  Abbas  Mirza,  the  fame 
who  had  already  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  his  fucceflbr,  and  delegate  of  his  autho¬ 
rity.  That  young  prince,  naturally  impetuous, 
thinking  difEmulation  beneath  his  character, 
began  tire  exercife  of  his  power  by  command¬ 
ing  the  governor  of  Arabia,  that  general,  either 
fo  unfortunate  or  fo  perfidious,  to  be  put  to 
death.  He  likewife  condemned  feveral  other 
nobles  who  were  at  leak  fufpedted  ;  but  the 
profcribed  party  found  means  to  include  him  in 
his  father’s  difgrace,  and  once  more  confined 
him  to  the-  haram  whence  he  had  been  taken. 
Inftead  of  him,  Safi  Mirza,  the  fecond  fon,  was 
nominated.  After  a  few  days  he  was  thought  too- 
feeble.  The  third  was  too  devout;  and  at  length 
the  crown  was  adjudged  to  Tahmafp  Mirza,  the 
fourth.  They  next  concerted  meafures  to. con¬ 
vey  him  from  the  city,  as  well  to  fecure  his 
perfonal  fafetyr  that  he  might  ferve  as  a  rally¬ 
ing  point  for  the  troops  that  were  expected 
from  the  provinces.  Authors  fpeak  only  of  one 
governor  who  was  advancing  with  an  army  of 
ten  thoufand  men.  His  approach  alarmed  Msh-- 
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rnud,  as  the  fmalleft  check  would  have  entirely 
ruined  him.  He  difpatched.  to  meet  that  gene¬ 
ral,  not  foldiers,  but  negociators,  who  by  dint  of 
promifes  gained  him  over  to  his  party.  Re-af- 
fured  on  that  fide;,  he  continued,  the  liege, 
which  he  converted  into  a  blockade. 

There  was  a  greater  portion  of  human  flefli 
eaten  in  that  fiege  than  had  ever  been  confumed 
on  any  former  occafton ;  and  it  is  afferted  that 
the  befteged  did  not  only  confine  themfelves  to 
the  bodies  of  thofe  who  died  naturally,  or  of 
their  wounds  :  the  reft  of  their  wants  were  in 
proportion.  The  mifery  of  his  people  pierced 
the  feeling  heart  of  the  unfortunate  Huffeyn, 
He  offered  Mahmud  the  moft  advantageous  con¬ 
ditions  ;  viz.  his  daughter  in  marriage,  and  the 
fbvereignty  of  three  fertile  provinces.  Mah¬ 
mud  returned  for  anfwer :  “  The  king  of  Per- 
“  fia  offers  me  nothing  that  .is  not  at  my  dif- 
“  pofal  ,  that  prince  and  princefs  are  already  in 
e£  my  power ;  he  is  no  longer  the  matter  of  the 
££  three  provinces  he  offers.  The  prefent  dif- 
“  pute  is,  whether  he  or  I  fhall  have  poffeftion  of 
“  the  empire.”  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  firm 
and  even  decifive  reply,  he  fuffered  the  king  to 
entertain  fome  hopes,  to  prevent  his  haftily  ter¬ 
minating  the  treaty  ;  for  being  confcious  that 
there  could  be  no  fecurity  for  him  in  ifpahan 
as  long  as  the  number  of  his  troops  fhould  be 
furpaffed  by  that  of  the  inhabitants,  he  waited 
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till  wretch ednefs  fhould  diminiih  them  ;  and 
as  loon  as  he  faw  the  defired  proportion  nearly 
eflablilhed,  he  agreed  to  the  unhappy  fophi’s 
abdication. 

Before  the  lak  ceremony  took  place,  Huffeyn,- 
in  a  mourning  habit,  went  through  the  principal 
ftreets  of  Ifpahan  on  foot,  deploring  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  his  reign,  and  confuting  the  people  who 
furrounded  him,  by  endeavouring  to  give  them 
hope  of  a  better  lot'  under  a  new  government.  He 
had,  at  leak,  the  fatisfaQbon  of  finding  himfelr 
both  pitied  and  regretted  ;  for  everyone  treated 
him  refpecifully.  Mahmud  fent  him  horfes  to 
convey  him  to  his  camp*  as  there  were  none  in 
the  city,  and  the  forrowful  monarch  began  his 
march,  followed  by  about  three  hundred  of  the 
chief  nobility,  who  moved  dowdy  on  with 
downcak  eyes..  The  fmall  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  who  could  fupport  the  fight  of  this 
mournful  cavalcade  expreffed  their  grief;  by  a 
folemn  filence. 

He  was  introduced  into  a  hall,  where  Mah¬ 
mud.  a  voun^  man  of  twenty-five  vears  of  age, 
expecled  him.  In  entering  he  firft  faluted  his 
conqueror,  who  returned  his  falute  r-  they  then 
advanced  towards  each  other,  and  Hufieyn  be¬ 
gan  the  converfation  in  thefe  terms :.  **  My  fons, 
“  fince  it  is  the  will  of  the  fovereign  Maker  of 
<£  the  univerfe  that  I  fhould  reign  no  longer, 

and  the  appointed  day  for  thee  to  afcend 
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fc  the  throne  of  Perfia  is  arrived,  I  remit  the 
“  empire  into  thy  hands  with  all  my  heart,  and 
“  I  fincerely  with  thee  a  profperous  reign.”  At 
the  fame  time  taking  the  royal  egret  from  his  tur¬ 
ban,  he  fixed  it  himfelf  on  that  of  Mahmud,  fay¬ 
ing — tc  Reign  in  peace.”  Tea  and  coffee  were 
then  ferved,  and  the  Afghan  prince  addreffed 
the  following  words  to  the  dethroned  king  : 
<c  Such  is  the  inftability  of  human  grandeur. 
tc  God  difpofes  of  empires  according  to  his 
“  will ;  he  wrefts  them  from  one  nation  to  give 
f<  them  to  another  $  but  I  promifo  always  to  con- 
fideryou  as  my  father.”  After  this  fpeech  he 
was  conducted  to  an  apartment  that  hadbeenpre- 
pared  for  his  reception  ;  the  Afghans  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  gates  of  the  city  and  palace  ;  and 
thus  terminated  the  dvnafty  of  the  Sopbis  or  Safis, 
founded  by  Ifipael  two  hundred  and  twenty-three 
years  before.  Huffeyn  reigned  twenty-eight. 

In  difpofieffing  Huffeyn,  Mahmud  avenged 
himfelf  of  all  thofe  who  had  contributed  to  the 
ruin  of  the  (late,  either  by  negligence,  ignorance, 
party-fpirit,  cowardice,  or  treafon.  The  only 
perfon  he  pardoned  was  the  general  fufpedfed 
of  fecrct  intelligence  with  the  Afghan  prince  ; 
his  impunity  Teemed  to  proclaim  his  guilt ;  ,all 
the  reft  were  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  wealth, 
by  Mahmud’s  juftice.  He  confirmed  the  Per- 
fians  in  their  dignities  and  employments,  and 
gave  each  an  adjunft  of  his  nation,  except  the 
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poll  or  grand-vizier,’  which  he  filled  with  an 
Afig'l  ran  alone.  He  indeed  reduced  Hudeyn’s 
expenfes,  particularly  of  his  feraglio,  but  he 
always  continued  towards  him  the  perfonal  re- 
fpect  due  to  his  former  date.  That  prince  gave 
him  his  daughter  in  marriage  j  and  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  addreffed  a  circular  letter,  or  proclama¬ 
tion,  to  all  Perfia,  in  which  he  enjoined  the  in¬ 
habitants  to  acknowledge  Mahmud  for  foie  mo¬ 
narch. 

But  Tahmafp  his  for,,  becaufe  he  had  loft  the 
capita],  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  obey 
his  father’s  letter  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  pro¬ 
claimed  in  Kafibin,  a  town  of  Irak,  whither  he 
had  retired.  Several  governors  fupplied  him  with 
troops,  but  he  did  not  profecute  the  war  with 
the  energy  and  ardour  which  his  age  and  caufe 
jfeemed  to  promife.  Circumdances,  however, 
were  favourable  to  him.  for  Mahmud’s  conduct 
began  to  infpire  hatred  in  his  fubjefits.  To  con¬ 
ceal  a  defeat  he  ordered  public  rejoicings  as  if 
he  had  gained  a  victory  3  and  to  prevent  the  pofli- 
bility  of  his  being  expofed  to  an  infurreftion  in 
the  capital,  without  any  motive  but  his  cruelty, 
he  caufed  the  miniders,  noblemen,  and  other 
principal  Perfian  chieftains,  to  be  madacred  at  a 
fead  to  which  he  had  invited  them.  Two  hun¬ 
dred  young  men  were  talccn  from  the  academy 
where  hey  were  educated,  and  mod  inhu¬ 
man!)  butchered.  Three  thoufand  foldiers  of 
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Huffeyn’s  troops,  whom  the  ufurper  had  taken 
into  his  fervice,  fuffered  the  fame  fate.  Nor  did 
he  reft  there:  he  commanded  all  thofe  to  be  put 
to  death  who,  having  received  pay,  could  be.ac- 
eounted  foldiers.  In  fine,  be  fecretly  made  away 
with  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ifpa.- 
han  able  to  bear  arms,  and  took  every  poffible 
means  to  extort  vaft  fums.of  money. 

The  Afghans  were  on  difcordant  terms  among, 
themfelves.  Some  of  the  leaders  complained 
becaufe  Mahmud  had  poffeffed  himfelf  of  all, 
regardlefs  of  the  promife  he  had  made  that  the 
fpoils  thould  be  divided.-  They,  however,  conti¬ 
nued  to  ferve  under  him  ;  but  no  longer  with 
that  enthufiafm  which  infures  ccnfta.nt  fuccefs. 
Mahmud  therefore  experienced  feveral  difcom- 
fitures;  of  which  Tali  mafp  might  have  profited, 
could  he  haveovercome  his  natural  indolence, and 
had  he  not  been  necelfitated  at  the  fame  time  to 
oppofe  the  Turks  and  Ruffians,  who  gaining  in¬ 
formation  of  the  internal  commotions  which 
rent  Pcrfia,  revived  fome  ancient  pretentions, 
and  entered,  by  different  fides,  that  unhappy 
country.  Rufiia  then  began  to  adopt  that  artful 
policy  which  has  fince  fo,  much  did  nguiffied 
her.  After  conveying  terror  by  an  offenta : !<>us 
difplay  of  formidable  forces,  the  CQpdefcen'.Ld 
to  negociate  a  peace,  by  which  the-  at  mured 
what  her  arms,  probably,  could  o‘-  hav  ■  or;.  - 
cyned  her.  Tab  mafp  endeayourec,  ado  free 
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him  felt  from  the  Turks  by  fimilar  means, 
but  found  himfelf  fupplanted  by  the  Ruffians* 
who,  notwithftanding  their  agreement  with  him, 
had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Turks,  in, 
which  was  confirmed  and  fecured  to  them  all 
the  advantages  gained  by  their  negotiation  with 
Thamafp,on  condition  of  their  not  oppo.fing  the 
inyafion  which  the  muftulmen  meditated.  Tall¬ 
in  afp  therefore,  being  unable  to  acquiefce  in  pro- 
pofals  which  would  have  dripped  him  of  a  por- 
tion  of  his  kingdom,  was  conflrained  to  profe- 
cute  the  war  againft  the  Turks. 

But  though  the  enterprizes  of  thofe  powers 
caufed  Tahmafp  much  juft  inquietude,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Mahmud  infpired  him  with  hope.  That; 
prince  was  preparing  his  own  downfal.  The  Af¬ 
ghans  accufed  him,  of  contemning  their  auftere 
morals,  of  preferring  the  luxury  and  indolence  of 
the  Perfians,  and  even  of  betraying  a  partiality 
for  their  religion.  He  had  a  coufin  german 
named  Afhraf,  the  fon  of  Abdallah  his  uncle, 
whom  he  always  confidered  with  an  eye  of  jea- 
loufy.  This  tormenting  fentiment  was  increafed 
by  fome  fuccefies  the  young  prince  had  obtained, 
and  the  affedtion  which  his  countrymen  ex- 
prefled  towards  him.  Mahmud  confined  him 
without  any  lawful  pretext:  the  Afghans  were 
much  difoleafed  at  this  aft  of  violence.  Dif- 
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gulled  with  their  chief,  thev  no  longer  fought 
with  their  wonted  valour.  Mahmud  attributed 
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bis  defeats  rather  to  the  anger  of  Heaven  than  to 
the  difcouragement  of  his  foldiefs ;  and,  to  ap- 
peafe  its  wrath,  determined  to  perform  a  fpi- 
ritual  exercife,  called  riadkiat ,  which  had  been 
introduced  into  Kandahar  by  the  Indian  maho- 
metans. 

The  riad’niat  is  performed  in  the  following  / 
manner.  The  penitent,  during  fifteen  days, 
fhuts  himfelf  up  in  a  place  where  the  day  cannot 
penetrate.  In  that  interval  he  is  co.nftantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  repeating  in  a  loud  deep-toned  voice 
the  word  Hu3  which  expreffes  one  of  the  attri¬ 
butes  of  God  ;  his  only  food  the  while  confin¬ 
ing  of  a  little  bread  and  water  after  fun-fet,  This 
continual  agitatiqn  of  the  body,  accompanied  by 
loud  cries,  deranges  the  whole  fyftena.  When 

■  . —  ki  , 

through  taftingand  remaining  in  darknefs  he  ha$ 
fallen  into  a  fpecies  of  delirium,  he  fancies  he 
fees  fpefitres,  and  hears  fupernatural  voices;  and 
it  is  believed  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  penance, 
the  devil  is  obliged  by  a  fuperior  power  to  re¬ 
veal  futurity  to  him. 

It  appears  that  Mahmud’s  riadhiat  deranged 
his  fenfes.  He  faw  himfelf  furounded  only  by 
confpirators  and  traitors.  He  was  informed  that 
Safi  Mirza,  Huffeyn’s  eldefl  fon,  had  efcaped 
from  the  palace.  Without  further  examination, 
he  ordered  all  the  "princes,  their  hands  tied  be¬ 
hind  th^ir  back,  to  be  conduced  into  a  court¬ 
yard,  where  he,  and  fome  of  his  confidants, 
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flew  them  with  their  fabres.  The  wretched 
father,  hearing  their  cries,  haftened  to  the  fpot 
juft  in  time  to  fave  the  lives  of  his  two  youngeft 
fons,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was  only  five  years  old. 
His  hand  was  wounded  in  endeavouring  to  avert 
the  ftroke.  On  feeing  the  blood  of  Huffey.n, 
flow.,  whom  he  was  habituated  to  refpe6t,  the 
aftallm  ftopped.  Nearly  an  hundred  are  faid  to 
have  been  maftacred  ;  which  is  not  furprifmg, 
fince  none  of  Hufi'eyn’s  predecetforg  had  fo  many 
women  ;  and  fometimes'  no  fewer  than  thirty 
cradles  have  been  carried  to  the  hararn  in  the 
courfe  of  a  month. 

Mahmud’s  lunacy  was  accompanied  with  a 
very  painful  malady,  which  induced  him  to  have 
recourfe  not  only  to  pin ficians,  but  every  fuper- 
ftitious  remedy  mentioned  to  him.  Thefe.  whe¬ 
ther  chriftian  pr  muftulman,  were  of  little  con- 
fequence  ;  they  n one  of  them  pofiefted  any  effi¬ 
cacy.  His  Offerings  increafed  his  cruelty.  Hi$ 
captains,  feeing  themfeiv.es  on  the  point  of  want¬ 
ing  a  chief,  in  a  kingdom  far  from  fubdued,  turn¬ 
ed  their  thoughts  on  Afhraf:  but  he  refufed  the 
crown,  except  pit  condition  that  the  head  of  his 
coufin,  theh murderer  of  his  father,  fhould  be 
brought  to  him.  A I  ah  mud  was  then  in  the  laft 
ftate  of  phrenzy,  and  had  Only  a  few  hours  to 
live  :  thefe,  however,  were  abridged- 

The  deltroyer  of  the  Shah  dynafty  enjoyed  his 
triumph  but  two  years,  and  yvas  only  tvyeaty- 
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feven  at  his  death.  He  wqs  neither  handfome 
nor  well  made:  his  head  was  much  funk  in  his 
fhoulders.  He  had  a  broad  face,  flat  nofe,  very 
little  beard,  rather  carrotty,  a  favage  and  hartli 
look,  and  was  difagreeable  in  his  whole  perfon. 

|dis  eyes  were  ufuafly  calf  on  the  ground  ;  and 
he  had  the  air  of  a  man  always  deep  in  thought. 
Mahmud  had  but  one  wife  ;  he  flept  little, 
was  attentive  to  bufinefs,  indefatigable,  intre¬ 
pid  in  attack;  but  eafily  difpirited  by  misfor¬ 
tune.  His  expedition  againft  Ifpahan  was  rafli 
and  extravagant;  its  fuccefs  alone  could  jullify 
it.  He  is  mentioned  as  formed  for  making  con¬ 
quers  ;  but  deficient  in  the  qualities  necelfarv 
for  infuring  their  liability. 

Afnraf  ordered  all  Mahmud  Is  guard,  his  mi-  mw,  1715. 
nillers,  and  confidents,  to  be  put  to  death.  He 
did  not.-even  fpare  thofe  who  had  placed  him  on 
the  throne,  molt  probably  from  the  fear  of  their 
performing  a  fimilar  fervice  to  fome  other  per¬ 
fon.  Mahmud’s  only  fon,  and  likewfife  bis  mo¬ 
th  er,  fullered  the  fame  fate.  Become  an  object 
of  deteftation  by  thefe  tyrannic  executions, 
which  had  reduced  his  partifans  to  a  very  fmall 
number,  and  conliderably  dimi-nilhed  his  armv, 
in  the  apprehenfion  that  he  fhould  not  be  able  to 
fupport  his  tottering  throne,  he  offered  toreftme 
Hulfeyn  to  his  former  dignity.  He  no  doubt 
intended  to  retire  to  Kandahar,  and  there 

eftabiilha  fovereignty proportionate  to  his  mea.  s; 

'  ■  ■  •  » 
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but  the  fophi  was  too  well  content  to  be  freed  - 
from  the  cares  of  government,  to  wifh  to  refume 
them.  He  refufed  it.  Afhraf  completed  the 
fatisfaftion  of  the  depofed  prince,  by  appointing 
him  fuperintendant  of  his  buildings.  Huffeyn  in 
recompenfe  gave  him  one  of  his  daughters  in 
marriage.  At  the  time  the  father  refufed  to 
accept  the  crown,  it  happened  that  Tahmafp, 
his  fon,  had  found  unexpected  fuccours  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  difpute  it.  That  prince  had  retreat¬ 
ed  into  one  of  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  where 
he  lived  dependent  on  the  governor.  While  he 
remained  in  that  degraded  iituation,  Nadir  Kali 
made  him  an  offer  of  his  fervices,  and  a  body  of 
five  thoufand  cavalry  that  were  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  This  Nadir  was  a  famous  warrior,  who, 
nfter  having  reconquered  Perfia,  under  the  Af¬ 
ghans  and  the  Turks,  ufurped  the  throne.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  molt  authentic  records  he  was 
the  fon  of  a  chieftain  of  a  tribe,  and  inured  to 
arms  from  his  early  youth  ;  but  to  embellilh  his 
hiftory,  it  is  reported  that  his  father  was  a  poor 
labourer,;  and  that  until  the  age  of  thirteen  he 
himfelf  had  been  accuflomed  to  pick  up  wood, 
which  he  ufcd  to  load  on  a  camel,  the  whole 
riches  of  his  family,  and  fell  at  the  public  mar¬ 
ket.  He  was  taken  captive  by  the  Ufbek  Tar¬ 
tars,  made  his  efcape,  became  a  robber,  then 
the  flatterer  of  a  merchant,  feduced  the  daugh¬ 
ter,  killed  the  father,  once  more  turned  high- 
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way  robber,  was  thon  cafnier  to  a  nobleman,  and 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  bis  mailer’s  fuite  by  fome 
valourous  actions,  on  which  occalion  he  obtained 
the  rank  of  colonel,  but  afterwards  experienced 
a  rebuff  from  the  court,  'which  made  him,  for  the 
third  time,  return  to  his  old  trade  of  robbing* 
though  he  was  a  robber  of  the  firlf  quality,  plun¬ 
dering  caftles  and  caravans,  and  laying  the  pro¬ 
vinces  under  contribution. 

This  was  his  employ  when  he  tendered  his 
fervices  to  Tahmafp.  In  the  very  hr  ft  campaign 
he  acquired  an  afcendent  over  Alhraf  and  the 
Afghans,  which  he  never  after  loft.  His  repu¬ 
tation  foon  increafed  the  army  of  the  ihah,  who 
appointed  him  his  generaliftimo.  After  an  almofi: 
decifive  vidtory,  the  prince*  as  a  teftimony  of  his 
regard,  conferred  on  him  the  greateft  honour  in 
his  power,  his  own  name,  Tahmafp,  or  Thamas, 
to  which  was  added  the  one  he  before  bore, 
whence  was  formed  that  of  Thamas  Kouli 
Khan,  under  which  he  rendered  himfelf  fo  re¬ 
nowned.  In  three  campaigns  he  made  Tahmafp 
m after  of  all  the  poffeffions  of  the  Afghans  in 
Perfia,  compelled  them  to  retreat  into  the  de¬ 
flated  parts  of  the  country,  where,  both  recruits 
and  provilioras  failing  them,  their  army  gradual¬ 
ly  wafted  away.  Athraf  offered  to  abdicate, 

and  to  return  all  the  treafures  he  had  inherit- 

» 

ed  after  Mahmud’s  death  ;  but  Kouli  Khan 
would  liften. to  no  overture  of  pacification  what- 
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dver,  and  continued  to  purfue  him  with  unre* 
mitting  rancour.  With  two  hundred  men  who 
remained  with  him  the  prince  defended  himfelt 
with  the  defperate  courage  of  defpair ;  but  at 
length  was  defeated  and  (lain.  In  him  ended  the 
tranfitory  dynafty  of  the  Afghans. 

Thamafp,  After  having  deftroyed  the  ufurpers  in  the 
centre  of  the  empire,  and  re-eftablifhed  Thamafp 
on  the  throne,  the  general  marched  againif  the 
Turks,  and  retook  the  places  on  the  frontiers 
which  they  had  conquered  during  the  difturb- 
ances.  Id  is  intention  was  to  grant  them  no 
more  quarter  than  he  had  done  the  Afghans  ; 
but  without  his  knowledge,  and  when  he  the 
leaft  expedled  it,  the  king  negociated  a  peace 
with  them,  by  which  he  acknowledged  the  Ot¬ 
toman  emperor  foie  iman,  and  chief  of  the  muB 
■fulman  religion  ;  an  honour  which  Athraf,  in  the 
32Q i ci ft  of  his  dilhefs,  had  had  the  firmnefs  to 
deny  him.  He  ceded  to  him  feveral  provinces. 
Believing  himfelf  fecured  by  this  treaty,  the  king 
difmifled  the  few  forces  who  were  with  him,  and 
commanded  his  general  todifband  his  army;  but 
inftead  of  implicitly  obeying,  Kouli  Khan  af- 
fembied  his  officers,  declaimed  againft  the  peace 
as  a  treafon  ot  the  minilter,  who  mult  have  been 
actuated  by  Tome  evil  intention  in  yielding  fo 
many  line  provinces  to  the  Turks*  while  the  na¬ 
tion  had  an  army  on  toot  fufficlent  to  have  hu- 
miliated  them. 
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Thefe  fentiments,  which  appeared  the  effiu- 
lions  of  patriotic  enthufiafm,  gained  him  the 
affection  of  the  army.  He  marched  towards 
ifpahan  at  the  head  of  feventv  thoufand  men, 
chiefly  Tartars,  on  whom  he  could  depend.  Be¬ 
ing  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capita],  he 
waited  on  the  king,  convinced  him  that  he  had 
been  deceived  by  his  perfidious  counfellors, 
■nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  Hufleyn  his  father 
had  been  by  his.  Tahmafp  coincided  in  the 
truth  of  his  aflertio.n;  but  the  general  perceiving 
none  of  that  wrath  againft  the  offenders  with 
which  he  defired  to  infpire  him,  conceived  the 
idea  that  it  might  be'  poihble  to  facrifice  him 
hirnfelf.  He  concerted  his  meafures  with  his 
principal  officers,  invited  the  king  to  a  review, 
and  from  thence  to  a  feaft,  whence  the  prince, 
overcome  by  the  fumes  of  wine,  was  conveyed, 
under  the  gonduff  of  a  flrong  guard,  into  a  dif-- 
tant  apartment;  his  own  guard  wasdifarmed,  and 
bis  attendants  arrefted.  The  following  day  Kouli 
Khan  convoked  the  minifters  of  ftate  and  the 
chief  captains.  He  then  proceeded  to  reprefenfc 
to  them  the  monarch’s  incapacity,  and  the  fatal 
confequences  of  the  peace,  unlefs  he  were  de- 
pofed.  His  advice  was  approved ;  the  infant 
fon  of  Tahmafp  was  introduced,  the  oath  of 
fidelity  taken  to  him,  and  he  was  proclaimed 
emperor  by  the  name  of  Abbas  II£. 
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Universal  history-. 

Under  a  prince  offix  months  oId,ThamasKouii 
Khan  could  not  fail  to  be  the  real  fovereign  of 
Perfia.  He  difpofed  of  every  thing  as  fuited  his 
inclination;  and,  it  mud  be  confeiTed,  for  the 
glory  and  advantage  of  the  nation.  The  Turks 
were  defeated,  and  fu-ed  for  peace  ;  which  the 
regent  would  '■content  to  grant  only  on  condi* 
tion  of  their  redoring  their  ufurpations,  and  con* 
fining  themfelves  to  their  ancient  limits-.  Within 
the  (pace  of  fix  months  the  infant  emperor  died. 
Kouli  Khan  once  more  afiembled  the  governors* 
great  officers,-  and  generals,  and  propofed  rein¬ 
dating  Tahmafp  on  the  throne,  if  they  thought 
him  capable  of  holding  the  reins  of  governments, 
Kouli  Khan  was  entreated  by  all  prefent  to  accept 
the  fovereignty  ;  and  confented  on  three  condi* 
tions,  namely  :  that  the  crown  ffiould  be  declared 
hereditary  in  his  family;  that  no  perfon  ffiould 
become  the  parti  fan  of  the  late  imperial  houl'c  * 
and  that  they  tliould  no  longer  execrate  Omar, 
Ofman,  and  Abu  Beer,  nor  affemble  themfelves 
together  to  commemorate  the  death  of  Hoffein 
the  fon  of  Ali. 

The  latter  claufe,  which  eftabliffied  a  kind  of 
toleration  for  the  feth  of  the  Sonnites,  whom  the 
Ferfians  held  in  deteflation,  was  that  which  met 
with  the  moft  oppofition.  The  chief  of  the  pre¬ 
vailing  religion  ventured  fome  remondrance^on 
the  fubjett ;  and  Nadir  immediately  ordered  him 
to  be  drangled.  He  then  convoked  the  principals 
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of  that  body,  and  thus  addreffed  them  :  “  T  our 
<c  prayers  not  having  prevented  the  calamities 
“  of  the  nation,  is  a  proof  that  they  were  not 
cc  acceptable  to  God.  My  foldiers,  who  reme- 
tc  died  them,  are  the  men  who  truly  are  worthy 
“  of  being;  invefted  with  the  church  revenues.” 
In  confequence  of  this  decifion  he  confifcated 
all  the  clerical  property,  and  immediately  after 
publifhed  an  edit!  for  the  union  of  the  Shiites 
and  the  Sonnites.  He  then  took  the  name  of 
Shah  Nadir. 

The  reign  of  this  prince  was  a  reign  of  glory 
and  conqueft.  His  government  was  abfolutely 
defpotic  ;  by  the  aid  of  an  army  of  Tartars,  and 
other  martial  and  independent  tribes,  whom  he 
always  kept  near  him.  The  Perfians  enjoyed 
but  a  very  limited  authority,  and  were  conftantly 
watched  with  a  jealous  eye.  They  bore  the 
yoke  in  filence,  but  with  a  fecret  indignation, 
which  the  emperor  knew  full  well  j  and  which 
was  an  additional  reafon  for  him  to  increafe  their 
load,  the  more  effectually  to  curb  their  fpirit. 
It  is  faid  that,  wearied  of  the  precautions  he 
was  obliged  to  take,  he  had  formed  the  defign 
of  difpelling  his  fears  by  a  general  maffacre  of 
the  principal  Perfians.  The  projeCt  was  difcover- 
ed,  and  the  menaced  party  affembled.  The  con- 
fpirators  were  in  the  midft  of  a  powerful  army 
devoted  to  the  Shah.  It  was  neceffary  to  force' 
a  faithful  guard  j  they  were  neither  acquainted 
VOL.  v. 
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with  the  fituation  of  his  tent,  nor  knew  how  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  the  reft. 

Defpair  furmounted  every  obftacle.  Five  only 
in  number  penetrated  into  the  royal  inclofure, 
killed  an  eunuch  and  an  old  woman,  entered  the 
pavilion,  and  diftinguifhed  the  emperor  by  the 
glitter  of  the  diamonds  with  which  he  was  al¬ 
ways  covered.  He  put  hirnfelf  into  a  pofture  of 
defenfe,  and  flewr  two  of  the  confpirators,  when 
a  third  gave  him  a  mortal  wound.  He  ex- 
claimed:  £c  Spare  me,  and  I  pardon  you  all!" 
“  No,"  replied  a  fourth,  “  thou  haft  never  fhew- 
“  ed  mercy  to  any  one,  and  we  will  fhew  none 
“  to  thee."  With  thefe  words  they  fevered  his 
head  from  his  body. 

No  fooner  was  his  death  known  than  the 
Tartars  few  to  arms,  and  rulhed  on  the  Per- 
fians,  who  on  their  fide  valiantly  defended  them- 
felves.  Five  thoufand  men  fell  in  the  adtion. 
The  army  difperfed,  and  fpread  themfelves  over 
the  provinces,  whither  they  carried  tumult, 
confufion,  and  anarchy,  which  fince  that  period 
have  defolated  that  illfated  kingdom,  conti¬ 
nually  a  prey  to  civil  broils-.  Shah  Nadir,  bet¬ 
ter  known  in  Europe  under  the  name  of  Kouli 
Khan,  reigned  fourteen  years.  His  achieve¬ 
ments  in  India,  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  here¬ 
after,  have  acquired  him  immortal  fame.  He 
had  an  agreeable,  though  imperious  air,  parti¬ 
cularly  when  he  fpoke ;  a  very  robuft  conftitu- 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


35  S 


tion,  and  was  fix  feet  in  height.  To  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  memory,  he  joined  an  uncommon  pre- 
fen.ce  of  mind,  which  impeded  him  to  adt  with 
as  much  promptitude  as  he  thought.  Hiftory 
is  filent  on  the  fate  both  of  Shah  HuiTeyn,  and 
that  of  Tahmafp,  but  it  is  not  difficult  to  con- 
jedture.  Thofe  fovereigns  who  can  confent  to 
defcend  from  a  throne,  however  pacific  may  be 
their  difpofition,  have  no  right  to  expedi  a  life 
exempt  from  violence.*  Thamas  Kouli  Khali 
fpared  not  thofe  who  might  be  dangerous  ;  but 
at  lead  he  cannot  be  reproached  with  ever  hav¬ 
ing,  like  the  greater  part  of  his  predeceffors, 
maflacred  any  perfon  in  cold  blood,  or  with  his 
own  hand. 

Notwithftanding  their  civil  wars,  the  Perfians 
Hill  compofe  a  national  body ;  the  Turks,  their 
conftant  enemies,  find  in  them  no  daftardly  ad- 
verfaries ;  and  among  the  princes  who  fuccef- 
fively  fill  fo  fludtuating  a  throne  are  not  unfre- 
quently  fome  whofe  adtions  revive  the  faded 
glory  of  their  country,  and  force  refpedt  from 
their  furrounding  neighbours. 

OrMus. 

The  kingdom  of  Ormus  extended  along  the  Oimt»,  in 
coafts  of  Perfia  and  Arabia,  and  comprehended  Guiph. 
all  the  iflands  fituated  in  the  Perfian  Gulph.  It 
is  at  prefent  reduced  to  an  illand  five  leagues 
diftant  from  the  land  on  the  Perfia#  fide,  and 
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nine  on  the  Arabian.  It  was  formerly  volcanic  ; 
and  the  eruptions  have  left  it  extremely  rugged. 
Vaft  quantities  of  fulphur  and  mineral  fait  are 
found  there,  but  of  too  corrofive  a  nature  to  be 
employed  for  falting  provilions :  the  rivers  and 
fountains  are  alfo  fait.  Almoft  all  the  frelh 
water  is  procured  from  the  main  land  ;  but  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  an  bland  at  no  great  dis¬ 
tance  they  go  and  fetch  it  from  the  bottom  of 
the  ocean,  in  vefTels  conftrudlecl  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  be  exadlly  clofed  fo  as  to  keep  out  the 
fait  water.  This  alfo  is  the  place  where  oyf- 
ters  are  found  which  produce  the  fineft  pearls 
in  the  world  ;  the  diver  plunges  to  the  depth  of 
ten  or  twelve  feet  to  procure  them.  The  ex- 
ceffive  heat  of  Ormus  is  almoft;  incredible  to 
thofe  perfons  'who  have  never  experienced  it ; 
longevity  however  is  not  unfrequent  there  ;  the 
air  is  good,  and  much  more  falubrious  than  on 
the  coaft  of  Perfia,  which  the  inhabitants  are 
compelled  to  quit  during  the  hot  weather,  and 
breathe  the  cool  gales  of  the  mountains.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  fait  water,  the  ifland  feeds 
con fider able  quantities  of  game,  antelopes,, 
foxes,  and  other  animals,  who  apparently  can 
live  without  frelh  water.  - 

The  era  in  which  the  ancient  city  of  Ormus, 
built  on  the  fhores  of  Perfia,  ceafed  to  exift,  is- 
nearly  fixed  by  the  wars  which  deftfoyed  it  and 
removed  its  empire  to  the  ifland  at  the  beginning: 
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of  the  fourteenth  century.  One  of  the  kings  of 
the  frit  kingdom  has  left  the  hiftory  of  his  pre- 
deceffors.  The  foes  to  royalty  will  fee  with 
furprize,  and  perhaps  refufe  their  belief,  that 
nine  excellent  princes  reigned  there  fucceflively. 

This  ftate  originally  aggrandized  itfelf  by  com¬ 
merce.  Commerce  both  fupported  and  render¬ 
ed  it  an  objeft  of  envy  and  caufed  its  decline. 

It  had  maintained  itfelf  in  a  flourifhing  fituation, 
motwithftanding  the  wars  of  princes  who  fepa- 
rately  afierted  their  pretentions  to  its  final!  fove- 
reignty.  Twenty- feven  had  followed  in  unin¬ 
terrupted  fucceflion,  when  the  Portuguefe, 
defirous  of  exclulively  engrofling  the  commerce 
of  that  part  of  Alia,  attacked  Ormus,  and  fub- 
dued  it  in  1514.  Under  their  dominion  the 
natural  kings  preferved  their  authority,  but 
much  weakened  and  contradled,  as  vaflals  to 
the  kingof  Portugal,  during  a  feries  of  an  hundred 
and  fourteen  years,  until  162  2,  when  thePerfians, 
aided  by  the  Englilh,  took  pofleflion  of  Ormus. 

Turkmans. 

The  denomination  of  Turkmans  or  Turkoman  S  Turkman?, 
is  of  a  fimilar  derivation  with  the  name  of  cafpi^ k». 
Turks.  Their  countenance  and  manners  fhew 
them  to  be  of  Tartar  origin.  Their  face  is  flat  and 
tawny.  They  feldom  inhabit  towns  unlefs  com¬ 
pelled  by  neceflity;  and  by  choice  are  wandering; 
fhepherds  rather  than  huibandmen;  unfettled, 
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warlike,  and  impatient  of  conftraint.  From  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cafpian  fea,  whence  they  emerged, 
it  is  difficult  to  follow  them  in  their  emigrations 
through  Perfia,  Turkey,  on  the  frontiers,  and 
into  the  centre  of  Afia,  over  the  mountains  of 
Armenia,  through  the  unmeafured  plains  water¬ 
ed  by  the  Euphrates,  whofe  navigation  they 
infeft,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  plunder  the 
caravans  on  land.  They  are  divided  into 
orientals  and  occidentals.  They  have  retained 
the  patrimony  of  families,  and  the  knowledge  of 
their  defcent.  Two  among  thejr  number  have 
made  conquefts,  and  given  birth  to  fovereigns. 
They  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  the  title  of 
black  ffieep,  and  white  ffieep,  from  the  colour 
of  the  animals  painted  on  their  enfigns  Nadir 
Shah,  of  whom  we  have  lately  treated,  was  of  the 
race  of  the  eaftern  Turkmans.  The  weftern 
alfo  have  produced  warriors,  whofe  expeditions 
have  been  lefs  renowned  for  their  extent,  but 
\yhofe  achievements  imply  intrepidity,  valour, 
and  capacity.  This  nation  is  afiive,  and  never 
idle.  The  women  either  fpin  on  their  camels 
or  elfe  grind  the  corn  with  a  hand-mill  which 
thefe  urnmals  carry.  Their  language  is  ufually 
that  of  the  countries  they  inhabit; — the  Turkiffi 
in  Turkey,  Perfian  in  Perfia; — but  every-where 
intermixed  with  fome  primitive  words,  and  pro¬ 
nounced  with  a  harffinefs  of  expreffion  which 
fee  ms  to  be  original.  They  profefs  mehometifm, 
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but  without  much  attending  to  its  enjoined 
duties.  At  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth 
century  the  white  tlieep  tribe  reckoned  up  to 
thirteen  chiefs  who  had  fucceeded  each  other  in 
Diarbekir,  where  they  had  founded  a  king¬ 
dom  of  confiderable  extent.  Vaft  numbers  of 
them  ftill  inhabit  it,  but  in  fubjeftion  to  the 
Kuffilbalhis,  or  Perfians,  who  put  their  laft 
prince  to  death. 


Usbeks. 


The  Ufbek  Tartars  likewife  come  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cafpian  fea.  What  might 
be  faid  of  their  countenance,  chara&er,  and 
religion,  would  be  merely  a  repetition  of  the 
account  juft  given  of  the  Turkmans.  One 
thing  worthy  of  remark  is,  that  they  lived 
peaceably  under  three  fovereigns,  the  grand¬ 
father,  father,  and  fon,  who  were  not  only  ac¬ 
counted  ftupid,  but  whom  hiftorv  calls  even 
imbecile.  The  latter  to  that  engaging  quality 
joined  thofe  of  devotee  and  great  hunter.  This 
dynafty  reigned  in  Bukharia,  and  another  in 
Karazm. 

Karazrn  is  chiefly  compofed  of  fandy  tra61s 
like  Great  Tartary.  It  is  fertile  wherever  it  is 
watered.  Its  water-melons  are  reputed  excellent, 
are  tranfported  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  and 
boaft  the  property  of  having  no  pernicious 
qualities  though  eaten  to  excefs.  This  country 
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is  divided  by  two  large  rivers,,  which  fall  into  the 
Cafpian  fea  ;  and  a  third,  difcharged  into  a  great 
lake,  which  is  no  more  fwelled  by  the  confluence 
of  its  waters  than  the  ocean,  with  which  it  has 
no  communication,  overflows  from  the  vaft  rivers 
it  receives.  This  country  is  faid  to  contain  twenty 
provinces.  Formerly  there  were  many  towns, 
but  thefe  at  prefent  are  much  declined  from 
their  ancient  grandeur,  which  they  owed  to 
commerce  j  and  which  the  Uflbeks  are  fo  far 
from  cultivating,  that  they  even  avoid  all  com¬ 
munication  with  thofe  nations  that  might  render 
it  flourilhing.  They  carried  their  precautions  on 
this  head  to  fo  great  a  length,  as  to  turn  the 
courfe  of  a  large  ftream  which  flowed  into  the 
Cafpian  fea,  whofe  mouth  formed  an  excellent 
harbour.  Of  another  port  which  remains  they 
make  little  ufe,  and  it  is  only  by  ftratagem,  and 
much  againft  their  inclination,  that  the  Ruffians 
maintain  fome  correfpondence  there. 

Prior  to  the  Ufbeks  it  is  thought  that  this 
country  was  inhabited  by  the  Sartes,  whofe 
cuftoms  and  character  are  unknown  ;  but  they 
were  moft  probably  formed  from  a  mixture  of 
Perfians,  Arabs,  and  Turks;  overwhom  atlength 
the  Ufibek  Tartars  acquired  the  afcendant.  They 
are  a  ft  ill  more  unpolifhed  and  unfettled  race 
than  the  people  of  Great  Bukharia.  -  The  moil 
excellent  pafturage  can  only  fix  their  moving 
fancy  fo  long  as  from  thence  they  can  dart 
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upon  the  neighbouring  territories,  and  make 
haves  of  the  natives,  which  conftitutes  their 
chief  wealth.  If  they  cannot  light  on  any 
Grangers,  to  plunder,  they  rob  each  other.  The 
Ufbeks  inrealitvlead  the  life  of  banditti, deftitute 
of  all  acquirements  and  knowledge,  idle,  and 
folely  employed  in  frivolous  converfation,  until 
the  moment  when  the  fignal  for  pillage  rouzes 
them  from  their  lethargy,  when  all  the  horde 
Hart  up,  and  out  themfelves  in  motion.  They 
are  Grangers  to  bread,  and  great  devourers  of 
flefh,  efpecially  that  of  the  horfe.  Their  chief 
drink  is  mares’  milk,  which  they  have  the  art 
of  rendering  inebriating.  In  hunting  the  wild 
horfes,  which  are  very  numerous  in  their  plains, 
they  make  ufe  of  birds  of  prey.  Thefe  ftrike 
their  talons  either  into  the  animal's  head  or 
neck ;  and  while  he  is  fatiguing  himfelf  with 
the  vain  attempt  of  fhaking  off  the  enemy,  the 
hunter  advances,  and  kills  him  with  eafe.  This 
country  is  conftantly  agitated  by  cabals  formed 
by  the  multitude  of  their  princes’  children,  who 
all  affert  their  pretenfions  to  the  t  rone.  The 
part  of  their  hiftory  which  has  any  clai  n  to  re- 
gularity  begins  with  the  date  of  the  fixteenth 
century. 

But  the  fucceflion  of  feventeen  khans,  or  chiefs 
of  thefe  wandering  hordes,  until  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  eighteenth  century,  prefents  very 
few  remarkable  events.  Thefe  confift  of  expe» 
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ditior.s  againfr  each  other,  rapid  marches,  fur- 
prizes,  bloody  battles  between  a  handful  of  men 
difputing  about  a  hillock  of  green  and  vegetable 
earth  in  the  midff  of  barren  wafires,  It  is  true 
that  the  human  pafficns  are  the  grand  fprings  of 
action  in  thefe  petty  courts  as  in  mighty  empires. 
Tney  had  their  ambitious  defigns,  cabals,  cruel¬ 
ties,  fratricides,  even  parricides;  but  we  are  lefs 
acquainted  with  them  than  thofe  that  occur  in 
powerful  ftates.  We  will  remark  a  ceremony 
praftifed  by  Din  Mahammed,  feventh  khan. 
When  on  the  point  of  ruthing  on  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
talions,  that  he  might  infpire  his  rather  backward 
troops  to  fupport  him,  he  took  a  handful  of  duff, 
flrewed  it  over  his  head,  and  exclaimed:  “  I  de- 
“  dieate  my  foul  to  God,  and  my  body  to  the 
“  earth.”  He  charged,  was  followed,  and  ob¬ 
tained  the  viclory. 

liajim,  the  twelfth  khan,  chaftifed  one  of  his 
fens,  who  was  yet  a  youth,  for  having  buffered 
a  countryman  to  kill  one  of  his  fatted  fbeep  to 
treat  him.  “  I  am  fifty  years  of  ag-e,”  faid  he, 
<c  and  never  has  it  happened  to  me  to  engage 
“  any  perfon  to  be  at  fuch  an  expenfe.  If  the 
tc  peafants  are  obliged  to  kill  fheep  while  you 
“  are  young,  they  will  be  compelled  to  give  you 
(<  cow's  and  horfes  when  you  are  older.  Others 
“  will  wifh  to  follow  the  example,  and  it  will 
<£  be  a  means  of  reducing  them  all  to  beggary.” 
This  trait,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  inculcates 
bmplicity  of  manners,  is  a  ieffon  for  governors 
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and  princes.  There  fhould  be  nothing  negleCted 
in  the  childhood  of  thofe  whom  remonftrance, 
perhaps,  may  never  after  dare  approach  during 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  This  fame  Hajim 
was  fo  much  feared  and  refpeCted  by  his  fub- 
jeCts,  that,  fays  the  hiftorian,  “  Had  he  forbidden 
“  them  feeing  their  wives  for  the  fpace  of  a  year, 
they  would  have  obeyed  his  orders ;  and  would 
f‘  even  have  avoided  going  near  their  dwellings, 
“  that  they  might  not  give  the  fm^lleft  fhadow 
“  of  fufpicion.” 

The  Ruffians  who  traverfed  this  country  to 
trade  with  China  in  1724  conjectured  that  the 
Uffiek  khan  could  bring  two  thoufand  horfe 
into  the  field  j  but  that  is  the  whole  amount 
of  his  male  fubjeCts  both  young  and  old.  In  the 
laft  revolution  of  which  we  have  any  know¬ 
ledge,  nearly  about  that  period,  the  fon  de- 
pofed  his  father,  and  deprived  him  of  fight.  We 
may  form  an  idea  of  more  remote  ones  by  this 
latter. 

India. 

We  meet  with  the  Tartars  again  in  India; 
and  whither  have  they  not  penetrated,  at¬ 
tracted  by  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the 
hope  of  plunder  ?  Thefe  rich  and  delightful 
countries  offered  a  double  lure  to  the  Tartars  in 
the  vicinity  of  India.  A  very  confiderable  por¬ 
tion  of  Alia  is  thus  denominated,  whofe  boun- 
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claries  are  Great  and  Little  Thibet,  the  Indian 
fea,  China,  the  Chinefe  fea,  Periia,  and  the 
Ealtern  ocean.  This  vaft  region  is  divided  into 
three  parts';  the  weftern  peninfula  within  the 
river  Ganges,  the  eaftern  beyond  the  Ganges, 
and  the  continent.  The  latter  is  fubjedt  to  one 
monarch,  known  in  Europe  under  the  title  of 
the  great-mogul,  and  his  empire  is  called  Hin- 
dooftan. 

HlNDOOSTAN-t 

Hmdcoftan,  There  is  no  country  on  the  earth  fo  favoured 

between  .  .  , 

Great  and  by  nature  as  India  in  general,  and  Hindooftan 

Little  Thi-  .  . 

bet,  the  pe-  in  particular.  Its  extent  comprehends  every 
yond,  and  climate,  and  all  the  varieties  of  nature — the  fri- 
tuTa  within,  gid  cold  of  the  north,  the  burning  heats  of  the 
tbeinduT’  fouth,  extenfive  chains  of  mountains,  immenfe 
Gufph  of  plains,  large  rivers,  an  infinite  number  of  lefs 
Periuland  confiderable  ones,  and  fmaller  dreams.  The 
fouth  wind  blows  with  little  variation  during 
one  fix  months  of  the  year,  and  the  north  wind 
during  the  other.  The  feafons  are  nearly  regu¬ 
lar  in  this  vaft  region.  From  Surat  to  Agra  it 
never  rains  except  from  the  middle  of  June  to 
the  middle  of  September,  but  it  is  then  a  de¬ 
luge  which  fertilizes  the  earth,  and  which  be¬ 
gins  and  ends  with  dreadful  tempefts,  fucceeded 
by  a  fettled  calm.  During. thefe  nine  months 
there  are  aftonifhing  changes  from  heat  to  cold; 
a  fcorching  day  is  fometimes  followed  by  a 
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night  fo  freezing  as  to  cover  with  ice  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  to  fuch  a  night  frequently 
fucceeds  a  day  as  hot  as  the  preceding. 

India  is  rich  in  every  produfition,  foflil,  mine¬ 
ral,  vegetable,  and  animal.  There  only  are  dia¬ 
monds  found ;  and  if  elfewhere  there  are  pre¬ 
cious  Hones,  they  yield  to  thofe  of  India.  The 
bowels  of  the  mountains  conceal  marble  equal 
in  beauty  to  the  moft  admired.  This  country 
is  neither  deftitute  of  iron,  copper,  nor  lead.  It 
is  thought  that  there  are  mines  of  gold  and  filver 
there ;  but  if  there  be,  it  is  unneceffary  to  work 
them,  for  America  drains  her  mines  for  India, 
and  Africa  gathers  from  her  rivers  gold  for 
this  empire,  which  refufes  any  other  pay  for  her 
merchandize,  and,  wanting  none  from  other 
nations,  keeps  what  fhe  receives. 

Every  kind  of  grain  grows  in  abundance,  and 
without  much  labour.  India,  befides  many 
forts  of  our  fruit,  has  a  great  number  of  others  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  foil.  The  fame  proportion  obtains  in 
the  vegetables,  flowers,  roots,  and  trees; — afewof 
ours,  and  a  multitude  of  her  own.  Game  is  very 
common  ;  there  is  found  almoft  all  that  whiclT 
we  ferve  on  our  tables,  and  other  birds  and 
quadrupeds  quite  unknown  to  us.  This  coun¬ 
try,  fo  well  watered  and  bathed  by  the  fea, 
abounds  with  fillies  of  every  fpecies.  The  ele¬ 
phant,  whofe  reafon  is  fuppofed  fuperior  to  his 
Hrength,  and  the  rhinoceros,  here  firft  fee  the 
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light,  and  combat  for  pre-eminence  ;  the  jackal 
prowls  around  the  graves,  and  devours  the  bu¬ 
ried  carcafes  ;  the  lion,  the  tiger,  and  the  leo¬ 
pard,  appal  the  traveller  in  the  deferts  ;  the 
wolf  maintains  a  conftant  war  with  the  flocks 
and  herds,  which  confift  of  cattle  in  general 
having  a  protuberance  on  their  back,  and  of 
fheep  which  drag  after  them  a  tail,  or  a  fat  and 
cartilaginous  fubftance,  weighing  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  pounds.  Befides  elephants  there  are 
buffaloes,  dromedaries,  and  camels,  which  carry 
great  burthens ;  the  latter  and  horfes  are  ufed 
in  travelling  :  the  affes  are  ftrong  aftd  hand- 
fome ;  the  mufk  animal  is  not  uncommon ;  and 
the  monkeys,  who  ferve  no  ufeful  purpofe,  are 
very  numerous.  As  if  nature  would  omit  no 
part  of  her  various  productions,  here  alfo  are 
found  poifonous  plants,  venomous  infeCts,  and 
dangerous  reptiles. 

India  is  computed  to  contain  twenty  pro¬ 
vinces,  whofe  capitals,  chiefly  founded  by  their 
fovereigns,  have .  palaces  bearing  evidence  of 
their  former  fplendour.  It  is  a  Angular  fa£t, 
and  worthy  obfervation,  that  two  provinces  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  Ganges,  inhabited  by 
pirates,  robbers,  and  malefactors  of  every  coun¬ 
try,  to  whom  they -offer  an  afylum,  are  govern¬ 
ed  by  a  queen,  almofl  independent  of  the  great- 
mogul.  Thefe  banditti,  enemies  to  every  fpecies 
of  commerce,  and  who  even  refufe  to  admit  it' 
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to  their  fhores,  for  fear  of  becoming  civilized, 
are  willing  indeed  to  fubmit  to  fome  degree  of 
police,  but  of  whofe  feverity  they  need  have  no 
great  dread.  On  that  account  they  prefer  the 
adminiftration  of  women,,  who,  fay  they,  are 
more  mild  and  traftable  than  men. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed  that  travellers  have  fome- 
times  rather  confulted  their  imagination  than 
adhered  to  truth  in  the  defcription  they  have 
tranfmitted  us  of  the  greater  number  of  the  ci¬ 


ties.  That  Tatta,  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Indus,  has  academies  for  theology,  philo- 
fophy,  and  politics,  is  very  credible  ;  but  that 
the  fchools  and  colleges  fhould  amount  to  three 
hundred  in  one  city,  exceeds  the  bounds  of 
probability.  The  fame  doubtful  circumfpec- 
tion  fhould  be  kept  in  view  refpedting  the  va¬ 
riety  of  natural  and  artificial  curiofities,  which 
will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  the  hiftory.  The 
dodfors  of  Tatta  pretend  to  be  pofTeffed  of  re¬ 
cords  written  in  the  days  of  Porus.  In  them  it 
is  afferted,  that  Alexander,  who  was  a  very  great 
magician,  being  at  a  Iofs  for  his  army  to  crofs 
the  Indus,  fummoned  a  million  of  wild  geefe, 
who  bore  his  foldiers  to  the  oppofite  fhore. 

Hindooftan  is  inhabited  by  a  diverfity  of  na-  N«twes. 
tidns — Patans  or  Afghans,  Baluchis,  Parfis,  Mo¬ 
guls  or  Tartars.  The  Indians  are  the  natives 
of  that  country  ;  and,  although  fubdued,  preferve 
their  fuperiority,  in  point  of  number,  in  the  pro- 
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portion  of  an  hundred  to  one.  The  Parfis  are  de- 
fcended  from  the  ancient  Perfian  worthippers  of 
fire,  who  fled  from  their  country  when  it  fell  into 
the  power  of  the  mahometans.  Their  pofterity 
refides  chiefly  in  the  vicinity  of  Surat.  The 
Patans  or  Afghans  are  the  descendants  of  the 
Mahometans,  Turks,  Perfians,  and  Arabs ;  who 
towards  the  year  1000  fubdued  the  Indians,  and 
made  themfelves  matters  of  India,  which  they 
Hill  confider  as  their  pofleflion.  They  deteft 
the  Moguls  as  ufurpers,  and  do  not  defpair  of 
being  able  one  day  to  expulfe  them.  The  moil 
yfual  oath  of  the  meaneft  among  them  is :  tc  May 
s(  I  never  be  king  of  Delhi,  if  it  be  not  the 
<s  truth.”  They  are  warlike,  and  habituated  to 
the  mountains,  where  they  have  formed  fove- 
reignties  under  the  Rajahs.  The  Baluchis  are  a 
detachment  of  the  Patans,  living  between  Perfia 
and  India,  a  totally  uncivilized  race,  addifted  to 
plunder,  in  imperfeft  fubjeftion  fometimes  to 
one,  fometimes  to  another  monarch.  The  Mo¬ 
guls  or  Jagatavs  are  at  prefent  the  real  matters 
of  India,  where  they  rule  vviih  arbitrary  power. 
The  Europeans  have  alfo  eftablithments  there. 
The  Indians  are  idolaters.  The  Parfis  thill  praflife 
the  religion  of  the  ancient  Perfians,  as  reformed 
by  Zoroafter  they  are  a  mild  and  virtuous 
people.  The  Patans  and  Moguls  are  rigid 
©bfervers  of  the  mahometan  law  ;  but  the  Balu¬ 
chis  infringe  its  duties  without  fcruple. 
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The  prefent  Moguls  of  India  retain  a  very  Moguls, 
faint  refemblance  to  the  Mogul  Tartars,  their 
anceftors.  They  are  tall,  well  made,  handfome, 
and  extremely  polite  to  each  other,  and  to 
Grangers.  When  they  meet,  their  falutation  is 
accompanied  with  good  willies  :  c<  God  grant  you 
“  health — May  one  bleffing  be  quickly  followed 
“  by'another — Iwilh  you  the  prayers  of  the  poor.” 

Both  fexes  wear  long  dreffes,  but  different  in 
their  make.  Their  forms  are  various,  for  they 
are  ftrangers  to  falhion.  Their  principal  food  is 
rice  :  they  ufe  bread  alfo,  and  prefer  water  to 
every  kind  of  liquid  ;  which  in  fa£t  is  excellent 
in  India.  However  they  extract  intoxicating 
liquors  from  fermented  fruits,  and  the  juice  of 
vegetables,  or  that  drawn  from  trees  by  incifion. 

The  ceremonies  of  marriage  are  fo  magnificent, 
that  they  not  unfrequently  ruin  men  of  eafy 
circumftances.  They  efpoufe  feveral  women  : 
thofe  who  have  the  mod,  are  the  mod  difpofed 
to  jealoufy.  Adultery  and  fornication  are  crimes 
that  a  brother  hefitatesnot  to  punilh  by  a  filler’s 
death,  and  he  is  commended  for  the  a£f.  The 
women  are  treated  with  kindnefs.  They  have  very 
eafy  labours.  The  firft-born  fen  of  a  legitimate 
wife  ranks  before  all  the  reft,  who  by  way  of 
pre-eminence  call  him  grand-brother.  Proftitutes 
are  permitted,  but  they  muft  be  regiftered. 

They  bury  their  dead  at  a  diftance  from  the 
cities.  Some  of  them  raife  fuperb  tombs  ere 
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their  deceafe.  Their  mourning  is  exceffive,  and 
clogged  with  fo  many  forms,  that  one  might  be 
induced  to  fufpedt  the  fmcerity  of  fuch  numerous 
lamentations  and  tears  enjoined  by  law  :  thefe 
are  renewed  at  a  dated  feries  of  years.  The 
different  families  affemble  at  the  fepulchres  of 
their  ancedors,  which  are  always  fituated  in  the 
midft  of  pleafing  fcenerv.  Their  language  is  a 
mixture  of  the  Perfian  and  Arabic,  whofe  pro¬ 
nunciation  is  foft  and  melodious.  They  write 
from  the  left  hand  to  the  right.  There  are  always 
amongfl  them  fome  perfons  who  cultivate  the 
fcienees,  but  do  not  make  a  profeffion  of  them, 
except  aftrology,  which  produces  an  infinite 
number  of  fortune-tellers.  The  Moguls  are  for 
the  mod  part  fonnites  of  the  fame  fedt  as  the 
Turks,  and  acknowledge  Othmain  as  the  lawful 
fucceffor  of  Mahomet :  the  emperor  is  of  this 
feet.  Almod  all  the  courtiers,  on  the  contrary, 
are  fluites,  or  fedtaries  of  Ali,  they  being  com- 
pofed  in  a  great  meafure  of  Perfians.  Mahomet- 
ifm  is  pradtifed  in  India  with  extreme  rigour. 
The  Moguls  are  very  temperate.  The  fame 
term  that  expreffes  a  drunkard  expreffes  alfo  a 
lunatic.  They  are  exceedingly  charitable.  The 
country  is  covered  with  pious  foundations; 
hofpitals  in  the  cities;  refervoirs  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  towns,  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants;  inns  on  the  public  roads,  with  tables  pro¬ 
vided  for  paffengers,  gratis.  Some  even  em- 
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ploy  men  conftantlv  to  parade  the  roads  with 
buffaloes  carrying  leathern  bags  of  water  to 
refrefh  travellers  and  their  cattle. 

Hindooftan  is  reputed  to  contain  eight  hun-  Faquir*, 
dred  thoufand  mahometan  faquirs,  and  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  mendicant  idolaters,  called 
joghis.  The  dervifes  are  diftingui  (liable  amongft 
the  former,  who  pafs  their  lives  in  retirement 
and  contemplation,  and  only  fubfift  by  the  alms 
that  are  given  to  them.  Some  of  them  al- 
moft  kill  themfelves  by  the  frightful  aufterities 
they  praflife,  fuch  as  remaining  confiantly  in 
a  bending  poflure  with  their  arms  ftretched 
out,  or  in  other  painful  pofitions.  Some  wear 
heavy  irons  on  their  feet,  girdles  of  pointed 
iron,  or  fufpending  themfelves  over  the  fire, 
fuffocate  themfelves  with  fmoke.  They  have 
many  other  modes  of  mortification.  Their  ufuai 
form  of  prayer,  which  they  utter  in  a  very  loud 
tone  of  voice,  is  :  “  Almighty  God,  deign  to 
“  caft  thine  eyes  upon  me  ;  for  I  love  not  the 
“  world,  and  I  do  all  this  for  the  love  of  thee.” 

They  affeft  the  greateft  degree  of  naftinofs,  and 
never  either  fhave  their  beard  nor  cut  their  hair 
and  nails. 

The  other  faquirs,  and  the  joghis,  who  may 
be  confounded  with  the  dervifes,  for  their 
dirt,  nakednefs,  and  rags,  lead  a  life  altogether 
different.  Inftead  of  being  fedentary,  they  are 
roving,  having  no  fixed  abode  :  thofe  who  wan- 
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der  alone  are  the  molt  debauched  and  wicked,  ft 
is  not  uncommon  to  meet  an  armed  body  of 
them,  confifting  of  two  hundred,  more  or  lefs  : 
they  are  extremely  infolent.  They  Lave  a  fu- 
perior,  who  is  diltinguifhed  by  his  gravity,  the 
meannefs  of  his  garb,  in  a  more  tattered  ftate 
than  the  reft,  and  by  a  heavy-chain  which  he 
drags  after  him.  On  their  arriving  at  an  inha¬ 
bited  place,  they  fix  their  quarters  in  the  moft 
populous  part  of  if.  The  chief  repeats  the 
prayers  in  an  audible  voice,  and  the  others  go  to 
the  different  houfes,  to  gather  alms ;  and  boaft 
of  the  fcience,  virtues,  and  great  qualities  of 
their  fuperior.  They  receive  the  devotees  who 
go  to  confult  them  with  affability,  efpecially 
the  women.  They  pretend  to  have  fecrets  to 
remove  barrennefs,  and  to  render  them  objects 
of  defire  to  whomever  they  choofe.  When  this 
troop  means  to  ftcp,  they  fix  their  ftandard,  and 
affemble  the  paffengers  to  the  found  of  the  horn, 
and  drum. 

Thefe  are  not  the  minifters  of  religion.  They 
are  compofed  of  young  men  who  attach  them- 
felves  to  the  fervice  of  the  mofques,  where  they 
may  join  to  that  ftudy  fome  knowledge  of  the  law, 
and  an  exemplary  life.  They  attain  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  chiefs  of  mofques,  molahs,  and  judges. 
Every  religion  is  tolerated  in  Hindooftan,  and 
the  people  treat  all  the  minifters  with  refpect, 
whatever  may  be  their  worfhip.  The  Indians 
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allow  all  opinions  without  exception ;  and  they 
are  right :  <c  For,”  fay  they,  “  who  is  there  who 
<c  could  not  find  fome  abfurdity  in  his  own  ?” 

The  Hindoos,  or  Gentoos,  are  divided  into 
four  great  cafts,  or  tribes,  which  are  each  fub- 
divided  into  feveral  others,  ift,  The  minifters 
of  the  law,  or  priefts :  2d,  The  military;  in 
which  clafs  are  ranked  the  kings  and  rajahs :  3d, 
The  merchants:  4th, The  artifans,  labourers,  and 
people  of  low  condition. 

The  priefts,  orminifters  of  the  law,  are  named 
bramins,  after  Brama,  their  grand  anceftor,  the 
firft  of  all  created  beings  to  whom  the  law  was 
communicated,  of  which  they  announce  them- 
felves  the  depofitaries.  Their  pre-eminence  is 
acknowledged  by  all  the  other  cafts  and  tribes. 
However  atrocious  the  crimes  they  commit, 
they  muft  not  fuffer  death:  a  deprivation  of  fight 
is  the  greateft  punifhment  the  law  infli&s.  Who¬ 
ever  ftiould  kill  one  of  them,  even  by  chance, 
would  be  obliged  to  expiate  the  deed  by  a  pil¬ 
grimage  of  twelve  years.  During  all  that  pe¬ 
riod  the  murderer  would  be  compelled  to  afk 
alms  with  the  bramin’s  fcull  in  his  hand,  to  eat 
and  drink  out  of  it  whatever  ftiould  be  beftowed 
upon  him,  and  after  all  to  build  a  temple  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  means.  The  caft  of  bramins  is 
among  the  Indians  what  the  tribe  of  Levi  was 
amongft  the  Jews.  In  fome  diftridls  they  become 
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kings,  or  rajahs  ;  in  others,  they  all  of  them  fol¬ 
low  agriculture. 

The  military  are  denominated  rafputes.  They 
are  the  nobility  of  the  country,  commanded  by 
the  rajahs  their  chiefs.  The  Great  Mogul  grants 
them  privileges,  and  employs  them  in  his  ar¬ 
mies,  left  they  fhould  turn  againft  him.  The 
merchants,  and  all  thofe  who  attend  to  com¬ 
merce,  without  exception,  compofe  the  third 
caft,  and  are  named  banians,  a  term  flgnify- 
ing  Ample  or  defenfelefs  people.  In  facf? 
they  are  the  moft  patient  of  mortals/  Whe¬ 
ther  they  be  ftruck,  whether  they  be  infult- 
ed,  they  never  feek  revenge.  They  cannot 
bear  to  fee  a  fly  or  the  meaneft  infect  hurt. 
Like  the  bramins,  they  never  eat  of  any  thing 
that  has  had  life.  The  rafputes  are  not  fo  rigid 
neither  are  the  fourth  caft,  whofe  appellation, 
wifes  or  foudras,  means  a  man  who  ferves  or  af- 
fifts  another.  The  different  profeflions  are  not  fq 
rigoroufly  obferved  in  this  clafs  as  they  are  by 
the  bramins,  the  rafputes,  and  the  banians,  who 
are  not  permitted  to  form  alliances  out  of  their 
cafts,  and  who  are  in  general  faithful  to  this  duty : 
neither  are  they  allowed  to  interfere  in  each 
Other’s  concerns  or  domeftic  fervice.  The  man 
who  fweeps  the  ftreets  is  not  him  who  removes 
the  dirt ;  and  the  fame  with  every  thing  elfe. 

We  will  take  the  defcription  of  the  manners 
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and  cuftoms  of  the  Hindoos  from  the  two  latter 
clafles,  which  are  thofe  of  the  populace,  in 
whom,  in  general,  we  find  what  may  be  called 
the  ftamp  of  nature.  They  are  temperate,  re- 
ferved  in  regard  to  women,  modeft,  and  charita¬ 
ble.  The  laft  infult  only,  which  is  that  of  ftriking 
them  with  the  foie  of  a  flipper  that  has  been 
fpit  on;  is  capable  of  roufing  them  from  their 
accuftomed  gentlenefs.  They  are  extremely 
eager  after  gain  :  even  the  molt  opulent  negle£t 
not  the  fmalleft  profit.  Their  wealth  confifts  in 
gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones,  which  they 
take  every  precaution  to  conceal  from  the  Great 
Mogul’s  officers.  The  doftrine  of  the  metempfy- 
chofis  is  held  in  honour  by  them ;  and  for  that 
reafon  they  do  not  flay  any  animals  whatever, 
not  even  infe£ls.  They  alfo  have  the  good  na¬ 
ture  to  ranfom  with  money  the  lives  of  thofe 
creatures  which  are  intended  by  muffulmen  and 
others  to  be  killed  for  food,  or  which  fometimes 

f 

they  only  threaten,  to  draw  from  them  a  pecu¬ 
niary  confideration.  They  literally  build  hofpi- 
tals  for  old  and  infirm  animals  ;  but  it  is  exag¬ 
gerating  their  mercy  towards  brutes  to  fay  that 
they  extend  their  care  to  fleas,  bugs,  and  other 
vermin  who  fuck  the  blopd,  and  that  they  fome¬ 
times  commend  the  poor  for  fuffering  themfelves 
to  be  preyed  on  by  thofe  infe6ts. 

Endowed  with  difpofltions  fo  inimical  to  in- 
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humanity,  it  is  eafy  to  believe  that  the  Hindoos 
abominate  war.  In  all  affairs  confided  to  them, 
their  probity  is  exemplary.  They  are  excellent 
domeftics ;  faithful,  attentive,  and  ferviceable. 
They  are  very  cleanlv,  frequently  fhave  their 
head£,  wear  a  fhort  beard,  anoint  and  perfume 
thpmfelves,  and  diftinguifh  their  tribes  by  the  cut 
of  the  beard  and  the  turban,  and  fome  marks  they 
imprefs  on  their  bodies.  The  bramins  wear  a 
Y  drawn  between  their  eye-brows,  which  de- 
fcends  upon  the  nofe.  They  are  tall  and  corpu¬ 
lent  ;  the  women  rather  too  fat.  Both  men  and 
women  go  with  their  feet  uncovered,  but  always 
perfedtly  clean:  the  length  of  their  drawers  ferves 
them  for  {lockings  ;  and  there  is  not  in  their  lan¬ 
guage  a  word  to  exprefs  that  part  of  drefs.  The 
Indians  wear  jewels  in  their  ears  and  nofe,  round 
their  arms,  fingers,  toes,  and  legs.  Their  pro- 
vifions  are  palatable.  They  confume  a  great 
'  quantity  of  tea  and  coffee,  very  rarely  allowing 
themfelves  any  other  beverage.  They  are  not 
quick  at  their  occupations,  but  exceedingly  de¬ 
licate  and  nice.  They  are  the  bell  wire-drawers, 
weavers,  and  artificers,  in  the  world,  being  perfect 
imitators.  Our  workmen  are  aftonifhed  to  fee 
them-produce  fo  many  things  with  fo  few  tools  ; 
but  they  have  a  great  advantage  over  us,  which 
is,  that  they  ufe  their  feet  as  well  as  their  hands. 
They  are  bad  defigners,  but  good  colourifts ; 
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they  only  ufe  the  juice  of  vegetables,  and  that 
exprefled  from  roots,  in  their  dyes,  and  never 
metals. 

The  Indians  are  lovers  of  poetry:  their  fables 
are  celebrated.  They  are  little  acquainted  with, 
hiftory,  and  ftill  lefs  with  metaphyfics;  though 
they  attempt,  like  us,  to  develope  the  origin  of 
beings,  and  lofe  themfelves  in  the  vain  purfuit. 
The  raoft  profitable  of  their  fciences,  to  thofe 
who  ftudy  them,  are  aftrology  and  medicine:  that 
aftrology  which  divines  and  predi&s.  The  face 
of  the  heavens  is  well  known  to  their  aftro- 
nomers,  who  likewife  calculate  eclipfes.  The 
people  are  furprizingly  terrified  at  thofe  natural 
phenomena.  When  a  phyfician  is  confulted,  he 
muft  guefs  the  malady,  as  amongft  us  a  farrier  is 
obliged  to  guefs  that  of  a  horfe.  He  names  one, 
and  happy  is  the  patient  if  he  conjecture  right. 
In  the  knowledge  of  the  pulfe  they  have,  a  won¬ 
derful  Ikill,  but  of  anatomy  are  totally  igno¬ 
rant.  They  feldom  order  bleedings,  and  ufually 
prefcribe  greafy  broths,  which  methods  are 
found  fuccefsful. 

Their  geographers  teach  that  the  earth  is  a 
triangular  plane,  furrounded  by  feven  feas  of 
milk,  fugar,  butter  (which  is  a  liquid  with 
them),  and  wine  ;  but  they  do  not  explain  how- 
all  thefe  good  things  have  fo  little  influence  oil 
our  atmofphere.  Their  moral  writings  are  nu- 
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merous,  and  excellent  of  their  kind.  Their  facred 
volumes  are  made  a  particular  fludy.  Benares,  a 
city  fituated  on  the  Ganges,  in  a  very  beautiful 
and  fertilecountry,  is  the  Athens  and  general 
fchool  of  India.  There  are  no  colleges  nor 
claffes  as  in  EuroDe.  After  the  cuftom  of  the 
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ancients,  the  makers  are  difperfed  about  the 
town,  having  five  or  fix  difciples  each,  feldom 
more  than  ten,  whom  they  inftrudl  as  they  walk 
in  the  beautiful  gardens  of  the  fuburbs,  whofe 
pofTeffors  conlider  it  both  a  pleafure  and  an  ho¬ 
nour  to  receive  them. 

The  banians  marry  at  five  or  fix  years  old,  and 

at  the  latefl  at  fifteen  or  fixteen.  This  is  the 

\ 

only  ceremony  in  which  they  difplay  their  riches, 
which  at  all  other  times  they  fo  cautioufly  com 
ceal.  It  takes  place  in  the  prefence  of  a  bramin, 
who  offers  up  his  prayers  for  their  welfare  and 
gives  them  his  blefling  :  the  prieft  alfo  names  the 
new-born  infants.  He  makes  a  mark  on  thofe 
of  his  own  caff,  as  if  to  admit  them  into  it. 
Thofe  who  have  the  means  burn  their  dead  ; 
the  wives  of  the  chiefs  efteem  it  a  point  of  ho¬ 
nour  to  confume  themfelves  on  their  hufband’s 
funeral  pile.  All  the  mahometan  governors 
have  been  able  to  obtain  in  their  efforts  to  abo- 
lifh  this  cruel  cuftom  is,  that  they  fliall  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  afk  permiffion.  They  then  endeavour  by 
prpcraflination  to  damp  the  ardour  of  thefe  up- 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

fortunate  widows ;  but  a  year  never  paffes  which 
is  not  witnefs  to  fome  examples  of  this  barbarous 
facrifice. 

The  Parfis  are»  a  colony  of  the  ancient  wor-  P^iis 
fhippers  of  fire  who  quitted  Perfia,  their  country, 
when  it  was  conquered  by  the  Arabs,  toward 
the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  century.  Endea¬ 
vouring  to  efcape  from  the  perfecutions  of  the 
mahometans,  they  embarked  in  feven  fhips,  and 
landed  in  the  gulph  of  Cambay,  where  they 
eftablifhed  themfelves  and  multiplied.  They 
are  a  mild  people,  addifted  to,  and  applying 
themfelves  to,  agriculture.  The  mod  beautiful 
and  rich  fluffs  of  that  country  are  their  work. 
Preffed  like  the  natives,  they  are  only  diftinguilh- 
ed  from  them  by  a  long  beard.  They  are  very 
indifferent  with  refpeft  to  the  nature  of  their 
provifions.  Their  privileged  animal  is  the  cock, 
which  they  hunt,  and  facrifice  to  the  fun ;  but 
the  conflant  objeft  of  their  adoration  is  fire, 
which  they  preferve  alight  in  their  temples 
with  as  much  care  and  folicitude  as  did  the 
veflals  of  antiquity.  They  never  throw  any 
thing  into  it  which  might  defile  it,  fuch  as 
infects,  duft,  nor  any  thing  of  the  kind  :  they 
pofltively  fhudder  if  any  one  fpits,  or  throws 
•water  on  it :  they  never  extinguish  it,  but  leave  it 
to  die  away.  They  are  fo  far  from  preventing  the 
progrefs  of  a  conflagration,  that  theyaugment  it  by 
caftin^  their  furniture  and  clothes  into  the  flames. 
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Marriage,  and  other  important  actions  of  life, 
are.  fanciified  by  the  priefts.  They  do  not  bury, 
much  lefs  burn,  their  deceafed ;  but  leave  them 
to  decay  in  the  open  air,  in  inclofures  prepared 
'  for  that  purpofe.  The  Parfis  are  the  depofitarie3 
of  the  volumes  of  Zoroafter,  their  great  legiflator, 
'who  has  regulated  in  his  writings  the  minute 
ceremonies  ot  their  religion,  and  the  form  of 
prayer  which  is  to  precede  all  their  actions. 

Theexeefiive  heat  renders  the  thady  groves  very 
precious  to  the  Indians,  and  they  introduce  them 
even  into  their  cities,  which,  feen  at  a  diftance, 
have  the  appearance  of  foretts.  Every  art  that 
imagination  can  invent  is  employed  to  introduce 
refrelhing  gales  into  their  houfes,  which  are  built 
in  an  airy  fituation,  with  fubterraneous  paffages, 
water- works, &c.  They  are  lovers  of  mulic,  parti¬ 
cularly  that  of  a  loud  kind.  The  plants  intended 
by  nature  as  remedies  of  their  indigenous  disor¬ 
ders,  are  the  growth  of  the  foil.  The  phyficians 
by  long  experience  have  acquired  a  method 
of  cure  which  is,  in  general,  fuccefsful.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  warmer  regions  are  in  a  ffate 
of  continued  langour,  which  might  of  itfelf  be 
confidered  a  malady  ;  however,  life  is  frequently 
prolonged  there  to  aftonilhing  old  age.  Their 
only  inftruments  to  meafure  time  confift  of  a 
fort  of  clepfydra,  and  fome  others  that  are  very 
imperfedh  The  cities  are  compofed  only  of  a 
number  of  Small  houfes :  even  thofe  of  the  no- 
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bility  are  no  better  than  cottages,  raifed  in  a 
fpacious  inclofare.  All  their  luxury  is  exhibited 
in  raifed  pavilions,  feparated  from  the  houfe, 
where  the  men  fpend  the  day  in  fmoking, 
drinking  coffee,  and  converfing,  while  the  women 
amufe  themfelves  within  the  dwelling.  Their 
commerce  is  confiderable,  and  carried  on  by- 
land  much  more  than  by  fea.  Travelling  is 
fafe  almoft  throughout  the  country,  but  far 
from  commodious,  fmce  it  is  neceifary  to  be 
provided  with  all  the  conveniences  of  life  ;  and 
the  reafon  why  caravans  are  in  general  preferred 
is,  becaufe  the  company  mutually  accommodate 
each  other. 

The  Great  Mogul  keeps  his  court  at  Delhi,  The  Grt,lt 

°  1  .  Mogul's 

his  capital.  He  has  conftantly  near  him  in  the  court, 
citadel,  which  is  equal  to  a  very  large  town,  a 
guard  of  fifty  thoufand  horfe.  The  infantry  is  im- 
menfely  numerous.  This  army  is  commanded 
by  rajahs  or  omrahs,  who,  as  their  time  of  fervice 
returns,  bring  forces  from  their  provinces,  for 
fix  months  only.  The  emperor’s  body-guard 
confifts  of  Arab  women,  who  are  extremely  well 
difciplined,  and  never  quit  the  feraglio  :  amongft 
them  are  eflablilhed  all  the  different  degrees  of 
rank  which  obtain  among  the  men.  In  like 
manner  there  is  a  council  of  experienced 
matrons,  who  correfpond  with  the  minifters, 
viceroys,  governors,  and  bear  the  title  of  their 
poll  and  province,  irvfomuch  that  they  may  be 
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confidered  as  holding  the  helm,  and  being  the 
real  pilots  of  the  empire.  It  is  indeed  true,  that 
the  emperor  every  week  never  fails  to  be  prefent 
at  the  exterior  council  of  Hate,  but  whatever  is 
regulated  by  it  is  only  efteemed  valid  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  is  ratified  by  the  interior.  The 
credit  and  power  of  the  minifter,  governor,  or 
others — the  continuance  of  his  dignity  or  employ, 
depends  on  his  being  on  good  terms  Vviih  the 
lady  his  correfpondent.  This  correfpondence 
is  carried  on  by  writing,  or  by  means  of  the 
eunuchs.  The  monarch  values  himfelf  on  a 
Uriel  adminiftration  ofjuftice.  Each  day,  unlefs 
prevented  by  illnefs,  he  receives  all  petitions 
feated  on  the  throne,  and  daily  alfo  impofes  on 
himfelf  the  duty  of  difpenfing  juftice  to  ten  of 
the  poor.  Nothing  can  be  better  regulated 
than  the  interior  government  of  his  palace. 
Amongft  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  women,  and 
as  many  eunuchs,  all  is  fo  well  arranged,  that  . 
a  difpute  rarely  happens  ;  but  each  individual 
abundantly  enjoys  both  the  neceflaries  and 
fuperfluities  of  life.  The  fultanas,  the  favorites, 
and  princeffes,  are  furrounded  with  a  profufion 
and  magnificence  which  furpafles  all  idea. 
Excepting  thefe  few  particulars,  not  a  word 
tranfpires  of  what  paffes  in  this  voluptuous 
abode,  where  every  pleafure,  every  enjoyment, 
every  charm,  are  united  for  the  fatisfadtion  of 
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Befides  the  army  at  Delhi,  there  is  always  a  Forces  and 
very  confiderable  one  at  Agra,  the  other  capi¬ 
tal.  Exclufive  of  tnofe,  the  fmalleft  village  has 
two  horfe,  and  fix  foot  foldiers,  who  aft  as  the 
fpies  of  government,  and  fend  an  account  of 
whatever  is  tranfafted.  Every  town  has  a  garri- 
fon.  In  a  wrord,  the  rajahs,  who  are  fo  many 
petty  fovereigns,  as  feudatories  of  the  empire, 
always  fupport  a  numerous  troop  ready  to 
march.  One  of  them  claims  his  defcent  from 
Porus  :  he  conftantly  keeps  on  foot  an  army  of 
fifty  thoufand  cavalry,  and  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  infantry.  The  Mogul  maintains  five  hun¬ 
dred  elephants  :  his  arfenals  contain  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  ammunition.  He  finds  the 
funds  necefiary  for  thefe  enormous  expenfes  in 
the  patrimony  of  the  perfons  in  his  pay,  who, 
great  and  final],  all  are  his  property  ;  in  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  the  Hindooftan  lands,  of  which  he  is 
the  proprietor,  and  whofe  cultivators  are  merely 
the  hufbandmen  ;  and,  laftly,  in  the  duties  and 
taxes  upon  commerce.  All  thefe  united  pro¬ 
duce  an  amazing  revenue. 

If  we  may  give  credit  to  a  traveller  who 
carefully  examined  on  the  fpot  the  commerce  of 
the  empire,  all  the  filver  of  Mexico,  all  the 
gold  of  Peru,  after  having  circulated  for  fome 
time  in  Europe  and  Afia,  at  length  fall  into  the 
Mogul  empire,  whence  it  never  returns.  This 
is  its  circulation :  one  part  is  tranfported  intq 


Turkey  for  the  commodities  drawn  from  thence? 
from  Turkey  the  money  paffes  through  Smyrna 
into  Perfia  for  filks,  which  are  fetched  from 
that  country?  from  Perfia  it  enters  Hindooflan, 
through  the  commerce  of  Moka,  Babelmandel, 
Bafra,.  and  Bander-Abaffi.  Befide,  a  part  flows 
immediately  from  Europe  into  India,  particu¬ 
larly  through  the  channel  of  the  Dutch.  Al- 
moft  all  the  money  they  draw  from  Japan  is 
carried  into  the  Mogul  ftates.  It  is  true  that 
Hindooflan,  fertile  as  it  is,  draws  alfo  fome  com¬ 
modities  from  other  countries  ;  as  copper  from 
Japan;  lead  from  England  ;  cinnamon,  nutmegs, 
and  elephants  from  the  ifland  of  Ceylon  ;  horfes 
from  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  Tartary ;  but  in  gene¬ 
ral  the  merchants  are  paid  in  merchandize:  con- 
fequently  the  gold  and  filver  of  the  univerfe 
enters  Hindooflan  by  a  thoufand  different  ways, 
and  has  fcarcely  any  left  for  its  return.  It  flows, 
by  means  of  the  imports,  into  the  emperor’s 
treafury,  whence  it  never  iffues  in  proportion  to 
its  entrance,  however  vaft  the  expenfes  of  the 
court  and  the  armies.  He  has  a  diamond  mine 
in  his  dominions,  of  which  the  largeft  and  moll 
beautiful  are  his  property. 

Nothing  can  be^  more  uniform  than  the  ad* 
miniftration  of  juftice  :  the  viceroys,  the  go¬ 
vernors,  and  the  chiefs  of  towns,  precifely  fol¬ 
low  the  fame  line  of  condutt  in  their  feveral 
departments  as  the  emperor  does  at  Agra  and 
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Delhi.  Juftice  is  difpenfed  by  them  alone. 
There  are,  indeed,  in  each  city,  a  fort  of  civil 
officer,  called  kotwal,  to  judge  certain  compli¬ 
cated  cafes ;  but  it  is  optional  with  the  parties 
either  to  carry  their  complaints  to  his  tribunal 
or  not.  The  care  of  the  police  is  committed 
to  this  officer ;  who  is  to  prevent  drunkennefs,  to 
fupprefs  all  places  of  debauch,  to  apprehend 
robbers ;  and  the  more  effe6tually  to  excite  his 
attention  and  zeal,  he  is  made  refponfible  for 
robberies.  He  is  obliged  to  apprize  the  em¬ 
peror,  or  his  reprefentative,  of  all  domeftic  im¬ 
proprieties;  and  exercifes,  in  this  refpeSf,  a.  kind 
of  inquifition,  by  means  of  his  fpies,  ehofen 
from  among  the  workmen  who  are  employed 
about  the  houfes,  the  fervants,  flaves,  and  others  : 

i 

he  alfo  has  foldiers  at  his  command  to  reprefs 
all  difturbances.  Each  individual,  either  in 
the  courts  of  juftice  or  before  the  governor, 
pleads  his  own  caufe.  The  circumftances  are  exa¬ 
mined  when  the  witneffes  are  heard,  fentence  is 
immediately  pafled,  which  is  almoft  always  as 
equitable  as  it  is  prompt.  Death  warrants  are  all 
prefented  at  the  emperor’s  tribunal,  and  are  none 
of  them  executed  until  he  has  ratified  them  three 
different  days. 

The  empire  of  the  Moguls  in  India  began  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  under  a 
grand-fon  of  Tamerlane’s,  named  Babr.  Driven 
by  the  Ufbeeks  out  of  Bukharia,  where  he 

vol.  v.  c  c 
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reigned,  he  carried  his  arms  into  India,  the  15 
governed  by  the  defcendants  of  Jenghis  Khan, 
dethroned  fultan  Ibrahim,  the  reigning;  monarch, 
ufurped  his  dignity,  which  he  filled  with  glory 
during  thirty-two  years,  find  at  his  death  left  it 
to  Homaioon,  or  Hemayiln,  his  fon. 

HomaYoon,  This  prince  experienced  all  the  vicifiitudes  of 

2d  Sultan,  -  -  ' 

'3i5o.  fortune.  At  firft  he  obtained  fignal  fuccefs 
againft  the  Patans,  or  Afghans,  from  whom  his 
father  had  violently  wrefted  the  fceptre  of  Kin- 
dooftan,  but  he  loft  it  by  a  ftill  greater  reverfe  ; 
his  own  family  confpired  againft  him,  and  he 
was  forced  to  flee  into  Perfia  with  a  very  few 
attendants.  Shah  Tahmafp  gave  him  a  friendly 
reception.  Ploma’ioon  fuffered  a  reflexion  to 
cfcape  him  which  nearly  coft  him  his  life.  The 
king  of  Perfia  had  commilfioned  Bayran,  his 
own  brother,  to  entertain  his  gueft,  and  even 
ferve  him  at  table.  The  Mogul  feeing  himfelt 
fo  well  treated,  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  fay  : , 
£<  The  king  of  Perfia  is  very  right  in  thus- 
,c  teaching  his  brother  to  obey :  as  for  me,  who 
tc  loaded  mine  with  wealth  and  honours,  I  have 
found  no  greater  enemies  in  my  misfortunes.” 
Bayran,  who  was  extremely  offended  at  this 
fpeech,  infpired  his  brother  with  fufpicions  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  royal  fugitive  ;  and  they  would 
have  been  attended  with  fatal  confequences  to 
him,  had  it  not  been  for  the  entreaties  of  Begum 
fultana,  the  king’s  After,  who  interceded  in  his- 
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behalf.  His  imprudence  was  even  advanta¬ 
geous  to  him,  for  Tahmafp  to  remove  the  dis¬ 
turbances  which  the  prefence  of  the  Mogul  ex¬ 
cited  at  his  court,  granted  him  troops,  and 
whatever  was  neceflary  for  him  to  return  into 
Hindooftan,  of  which  Homaioon  reconquered 
a  confiderable  part,  and  re-entered  his  capital. 

He  had  tailed  the  fruits  of  his  viftories  only 
three  months,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine,  and  might 
»  have  promifed  himfelf  a  longer  enjoyment, 
when  he  died  by  accident,  in  the  twenty-fixth 
year  of  a  very  chequered  reign. 

Akbar  was  almoft  continually  at  war  with  the  Akbar, 

Sultan, 

Patans.  As  foon  as  he  had  Subdued  them,  one 
of  his  fons  rebelled ;  he  fent  another,  named 
Daniel,  to  oppofe  him,  who  vanquilhed  his 
brother.  It  appears  that  thefe  princes  had 
been  badly  educated,  and  were  Surrounded  by 
vicious  companions.  Selim  was  obliged  to  fur- 
render  ;  and  the  father’s  vengeance  fell  on  the  un¬ 
worthy  favourites  who  had  perverted  his  morals, 
and  whom  he  condemned  to  be  trampled  to  death 
by  elephants.  Daniel,  after  his  viftory,  died  of 
intemperance.  Selim  again  revolted,  but  having 
Surrendered  at  his  father’s  remonftrances,  he 
again  obtained  his  pardon ;  though  the  parent 
did  not  permit  his  mifconduft  to  remain  en¬ 
tirely  unpunifhed,  for  he  gave  him  feveral  blows 
On  his  face  with  his  hand,  and  confined  him  in 
the  palace  however,  he  once  moje  took  him 
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into  favour.  Shortly  after  this  reconciliation^ 
Akbar  formed  a  defign  to  get  rid  of  Gaja, 
one  ot  the  nobles  who  had  fupported  his  fon 
in  his  rebellion,  and  allowed  himfelf  great  free- 
dom  of  fpeech.  He  ordered  two  pills  to  be 
prepared  ot  the  fame  fize,  one  of  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  giye  Gaya,  while  he  took  the  other 
himfelf  to  prevent  fufpicion.  Unfortunately y 
from  toffing  the  pills  in  his  hand,  the  emperor 
miftook  them,  and  fwallowed  the  wrong. 
Though  he  inftantly  had  recourfe  to  antidotes 
they  could  not  fave  him,  and  he  expired,  in  the 
fixty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  the  forty-ninth 
year  of  his  reign. 

jehanGhir,  The  grandees  of  the  empire,  probably  to  pu- 

1614.  ’  nidi  Selim  for  his  rebellion,  wilhed  to  place 

Khofraw,  his  fon,  on  the  throne,  after  the  death  of 
Akbar,  but  the  father,  who  had  taken  the  name 
ot  Jeh an  Ghir,  fupplanted  him.  Khofraw  could 
not  ealily  forget  that  the  crown  had  been  with¬ 
in  his  grafp  ;  neither  did  his  father  forget  it. 
This  recolieftion  occafioned  a  eoolnefs  between 
them,  that  ended  in  a  rupture.  The  fon  levied 
troops,  and  was  van  qui  filed.  Johan  Ghir  con¬ 
demned  him  to  lofe  his  fight,  but  he  did  not 
have  his  fentence  executed,  and  contented  him¬ 
felf  with  keeping  Khofraw  prifoner  near  him; 
This  emperor  undertook  to  fubjugate  fome  ra¬ 
jahs  ;  but  as  he  was  unwilling  that  the  war 
mould  interfere  with  his  pleafures*  he  very  im~ 
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prudently  entrufted  the  command  of  his  forces 
to  Shah  Jehan,  another  of  his  fons. 

The  young  prince’s  vidlories  inflamed  his 
•  heart ;  they  difcovered  to  him  the  poflibility  of 
ufurping  the  throne  of  a  father  who  appeared 
wholly  abforbed  in  diffipation.  However, 
Khofraw,  his  eldeft  brother,  though  in  difgrace, 
was  ftill  an  obftacle  in  the  way  of  his  ambition. 
Shah  Jehan  got  himfelf  appointed  to  guard  him, 
and  put  him  to  death ;  then  throwing  off  the 
mafk,  he  conceived  the  defign  of  carrying  away 
his  father’s  treafures,  with  which  he  purpofed 
to  make  war  againfl  him.  He  was  very  near 
the  attainment  of  his  defires,  and  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  even  had  his  father  in  his  power,  but  he 
efcaped  from  him.  Againfl:  this  rebellious  fon, 
Jehan  Ghir  fupported  another  named  Parweis  ; 
the  brothers  gave  battle,  and  Shah  Jehan  was 
defeated.  He  fled,  returned,  and  maintained 
bis  ground  fometimes  in  one  province,  fome- 
times  in  another. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  events,  an  incideht  hap¬ 
pened  which  threw  the  court  into  confternation, 
and  might  have  produced  a  very  great  change 
in  the  ftate.  A  chief  of  the  rafputes,  named  Mo- 
habet  Khan,  had  been  calumniated  to  the  emperor, 
and  found  himfelf  expofed  to  the  hatred  of  a 
powerful  faftion,  of  which  the  emprefs  was  the 
foul.  This  princefs,  called  Meher  Meja,  who 
was  extremely  beautiful,  and  as  much  diftirn 
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guifhed  by  her  fuperiority  of  undemanding  a«j 
her  perfonal  charms,  though  fhe  was  a  widow, 
had  infpired  the  emperor  with  fo  violent  a  paf- 
fion,  that  he  had  married  her,  and  put  her  at 
the  head  of  all  his  other  wives.  In  what  mam 
ner  Mohabet  had  offended  her  is  not  known, 
but  fhe  had  refolved  on  his  ruin.  He  was  ad¬ 
vancing  to  plead  his  juftification,  attended  only 
by  five  thoufand  rafputes,  the  ordinary  guard 
of  thofe  noblemen.  At  Meher  Meja’s  inftiga- 
tion,  the  emperor  difpatched  an  order  for  him 
to  leave  his  troops  behind,  and  appear  at  court 
followed  by  his  fervants  only.  Mohabet,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  reception  he  fhould  meet,  ad¬ 
vanced  wfith  his  eficort  to  the  bank  of  a  river, 
which  feparated  him  from  the  emperor.  While 
he  was  waiting  the  anfwer  that  would  be  re¬ 
turned  to  his  frelh  entreaties  not  to  be  con¬ 
demned  unheard,  taking  the  advantage  of  the 
emperor’s  being  alleep,  a  body  of  cavalry,  con¬ 
fiding  of  forty  thoufand,  eroded  the  river  and 
fell  on  Mohabet’s  little  troop. 

Valour  fupplies  the  place  of  numbers  ■,  the 
rafputes  defended  themfelves  with  all  the  cou¬ 
rage  of  defpair,  killed  a  great  part  of  the  aflai]- 
ants,  and  drove  back  the  reft  into  the  river. 
The  general,  profiting  by  this  fuccefs,  crofted  it 
with  the*retreating  party,  furprized  Jehan  Ghir, 
who  was  ftill  afleep  in  his  tent,  and  made  all  the 
court  prifoners,  The  conqueror,  perhaps  amaz«, 
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ed  at  fo  extraordinary  a  victory,  behaved  more 
like  a  fubjeCt  than  an  enemy  ;  the  emperor, 
while  in  his  power,  preferved  all  his  authority, 
only  (hewing  Mohabet  fome  degree  of  deter- 
-ence :  the  latter  even  negicCted  the  precaution 
of  fecuring  the  emprefs,  and  watching  her  mo¬ 
tions.  She  had  the  addrefs  to  convey  an  order 
to  the  neighbouring  governors  to  come  to  her 
hufband’s  relief.  Mohabet  was  furrounded,  and 
confidered  himfelf  fortunate  in  being  permitted 
to  retire  with  his  rafputes :  he  led  them  to  join 
Shah  Jehan,  with  whom  he  remained.  Jehan 
Ghir  furvived  this  event  but  a  very  (hort  time. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight,  after  reigning 
twenty-two  years,  leaving  the  character  of  a 
weak  prince,  who  had  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
governed  by  his  courtiers  and  his  wife. 

Two  emperors  have  already  been  feen,  who  shah  jehan, 
after  engaging  in  war  againll  their  father,  ex-  ^6h2^ultan’ 
perienced  a  fimilar  conduct  from  their  fons ; 

Shah  Jehan  will  be  the  third.  As  he  was  ab- 
fent  at  the  death  of  Jehan  Ghir,  the  queen  un¬ 
dertook  to  place  Shahriyar,  her  fon-in-law,  on 
the  throne ;  but  the  oppofite  faCtion  became 
the  ftfonger,  and  that  they  might  raife  obftacles 
to  Shahriyar’s  pretenfions,  they  proclaimed  Bo- 
lakhi,  a  younger  brother  of  Shah  Jehan,  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  his  arrival.  It  w^as  with  extreme 
regret  that  the  young  prince  confented  to  this 
qeremony ;  he  no  doubt  had  a  prefentiment  of 
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the  fate  which  awaited  him.  His  fears  were 
not  groundlefs,  for  Shah  Jehan  having  him  in 
his  power,  the  wed  him  no  more  mercy  than  he 
did  the  fons  of  his  deceafed  brother  Parweis, 
all  of  whom  he  put  to  death  to  calm  his  appre- 
henfions.  His  cruel  policy,  however,  did  not 
leave  him  free  from  difquietude  :  two  counter¬ 
feit  Bolakhis  appeared,  to  whom  he  was  forced  to 
give  battle.  He  alfo  fubjugated  all  thofe  wrho 
could  caufe  him  any  anxiety  in  his  dominions,  be¬ 
came  formidable  to  the  rajahs,  and  other  princes, 
who  might  have  difturbed  his  peace,  and  found 
himfelf  fo  powerful  and  tranquil  as  to  be  able  to 
declare  war  againft  the  Portuguefe,  who  had 
got  footing  in  Plindooftan,  and  took  their  ftrong- 
eft  fortrefs.  This  was  the  firft  expedition  of  the 
Indians  againft  the  Europeans. 

Akbar  had  removed  the  court  from  Delhi  to 
Agra;  and  Jehan  Ghir  from  Delhi  to  Lahore. 
Shah  Jehan  founded  another  capita],  which  he 
named  Jehan-abad.  He  built  a  magnificent  pa¬ 
lace,  embellifned  it  with  fuperb  gardens,  and 
adorned  it  with  whatever  could  render  it  a  de¬ 
lightful  abode.  Ihere  he  forgot  the  martial  in¬ 
clinations  of  his  youth,  to  dedicate  his  life  to 
voluptuoufnefs ;  and  fo  much  was  he  abforbed  in 
diffipation,  that  they  vTere  obliged,  on  an  event 
of  the  utmoft  urgency,  to  invent  a  ftratagem  to 
tear  him  from  his  pleafures.  A  rajah  had 
taken  up  arms,  and  was  making  a  rapid  pro- 
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grefs.  The  council  judged  it  of  the  laft  inv 
portance  that  the  emperor  fbould  take  the  field 
againft  him  ;  but  how  were  they  to  draw  him 
from  his  beloved  luxuries  ?  The  aftrologers  pro¬ 
nounced  that  the  refidence  of  the  capital  would 
be  fatal,  during  a  month,  to  him  who  fhould 
hold  the  firft  rank  there.  The  emperor  inftantly 
quitted  it,  and  committing  the  adminiftration  to 
the  kotwal,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
army.  He  returned  quickly  after  a  few  indeci- 
five  fucceftes;  when  he  found  the  kotwal  dead, 
and  applauded  himfelf  much  for  having  credited 
the  aftrologers’  precision,  who  to  prevent  their 
ikill  being  fufpedted  had  poifoned  the  unhappy 
governor. 

Shah  Jehan’s  paftion  for  women  was  immo¬ 
derate  ;  not  fatisfied  with  thofe  of  his  haram, 
he  ufed  to  invite  thither  thofe  of  his  principal 
nobility.  Scandal  foon  began  to  defcant  on 
thefe  too  frequent  vifits  of  the  ladies  to  the  fe- 
Taglio,  whofe  rigid  rules  had  been  much  relaxed 
by  the  emperor.  The  hufibands  began  to  take 
umbrage  at  it  ;  the  faquirs  declaimed  ;  and  the 
people,  by  degrees,  habituated  themfelves  to  de- 
fpife  a  prince  who  fuffered  his  courtiers  to  be 
wanting  in  refpefci  to  him  with  impunity,  while 
he  thought  that  he  fhould  allow  them  fotne  li¬ 
berties  as  a  fort  of  retaliation  for  thofe  he  per¬ 
mitted  himfelf  to  their  prejudice.  But  however 
devoted  he  was  to  his  pleafures,  he  never  ne- 
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glecled  to  difpenfe  juftice  ;  he  was  the  Solomon 
of  the  Moguls,  and  in  that  refpedt  his  memory 
is  ftill  held  in  veneration.  This  care,  fo  worthy 
the  attention  of  a  king,  fupported  him  for  fome 
time  longer  in  the  public  mind  3  and  he  might, 
notwithllanding  his  faults,  have  reigned  in 
peace,  had  it  not  been  for  the  difturbances  of 
his  court,  occasioned  by  his  indolence  in  regard 
to  his  children,  and  the  ambition  which  fowed 
differ,  fiqns  among  them. 

He  had  four  fons  and  two  daughters,  all  ar¬ 
rived  at  years  of  maturity.  The  elded,  named 
Dara  Shekowh,  which  fignifies  Magnificent  as 
Daiius,  was  gallant,  witty,  too  much  preju¬ 
diced  in  favour  of  his  own  capacity,  little  in¬ 
clined  to  religion,  fubjedi  to  fits  of  paffion,  dur¬ 
ing  the  continuance  of  which  he  did  not  even 
fpare  the  chief  nobles,  who  were  hurt  by  his 
irritability,  though  it  was  but  momentary.  Sul¬ 
tan  Sujab,  the  fecond,  was  nearly  of  the  fame 
difpofition  as  his  eldefl  brother,  but  lefs  candid. 
He  treated  the  courtiers  with  more  deference, 
but  did  not  gain  their  affedfion,  becaufe  he  fpent 
too  much  of  his  time  with  his  wives.  Aureng- 
j.ebe  had  not  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  two 
former.  He  was  ferious  and  melancholy,  dif- 
orete  and  diffimulative  :  for  fome  time  he  profeff- 
ed  himfelf  a  faquir,  the  more  effediually  to  remove 
every  fufpicion  that  he  aimed  at  tire  crown.  Mo- 
rad  Bukjb,  the  fourth,  thought  only  of  plea- 
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fare :  and  folely  occupied  himfelf  in  drinking 
or  hunting  He  was  extremely  affable,  brave, 
frank,  liberal,  open,  difdained  intrigues,  and 
Openly  boafted  that  his  only  hope  lay  in  the 
ffrength  of  his  arm  and  his  fword. 

The  elded  daughter,  Jeh'an  Ara  Begum,  or 
the  ornament  of  the  world,  was  very  beautiful,  and 
Very  fenfible.  Her  father  paffionately  loved  her. 
Report  whifpered  that  his  tendernefs  was  even 
criminal,  becaufe  he  was  heard  frequently  to 
quote,  with  a  fignificant  application,  the  decifion 
of  the  mahometan  dofiors :  “  That  a  man  may 
“  furely  be  permitted  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
<c  he  had  planted-”  However,  he  allowed  her 
a  favourite,  a  young  mufician  belonging  to  the 
palace,  whom  he  loaded  with  favours  ;  but  he 
poifoned  another  himfelf,  whom  die  probably 
had  chofen  without  his  leave  ;  and  having  fur- 
prized  her  with  a  third,  whom  fhe  fept  to  con¬ 
ceal  himfelf  in  her  bath,  under  the  pretence 
that  he  thought  it  kept  in  too  neglected  a  date, 
pnd  that  lhe  ought  to  bathe,  her  father  com¬ 
manded  the  fire  to  be  lighted  under  the  cauldron, 
and  never  quitted  the  apartment  till  the 
eunuchs  made  him  a  fign  that  the  unfortunate 
gallant  was  dead.  In  all  other  refpefts  her 
power  over  her  father  was  abfolute.  He  con¬ 
fided  folely  in  her,  and  committed  to  her  both 
the  care  of  his  own  fafety  and  the  regulation  of 
|he  feraglio,  Ara  Begum  was  extremely  at- 
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tached  to  her  brother  Dara.  Royfhan  Ray  Be¬ 
gum,  or  the  prineefs  of  enlightened  mind,  was  nei¬ 
ther  fo  beautiful  nor  fo  fenlible  as  her  filler  ;  but 
jhe  was  not  iefs  gay,  nor  lefs  addicted  to  pleafure. 
She  wholly  attached  herfelf  to  Aurengzebe. 

Adopting  the  fame  bad  policy  that  had  caufed 
Jehan  Ghir  fuch  repeated  embarr aliments,  Shah 
Jehan  appointed  his  fons  to  the  government  of 
provinces,  equal  to  kingdoms.  To  Sujah  he  gave 
Bengal ;  to  Aurengzebe,  Deccan ;  to  Morad, 
Guzerat.  Dara,  the  eldell,  the  heir  apparent  to 
the  crown,  had  only  twro  fmall  provinces  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  capital,  that  he  might  not  be 
dillant  from  the  court.  His  father  already  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  command  there  but  he  after¬ 
wards  grew  fufpicious  of  him,  and  liftened  to 
the  fuggellions  of  Aurengzebe,  who  prevailed 
on  him,  by  means  of  the  emir  Jemla,  his  general, 
to  have  an  army  always  ready  to  march,  and  to 
intruli  it  to  him,  under  the  pretext  of  the  necelfity 
ot  carrying  on  hofiilities  againlt  the  kings  of 
Golconda  and  Viiiapour.  Dara  confented, 
with  great  reluctance,  to  a  meafure  which  would 
render  Aurengzebe  very  powerful,  undoubtedly 
to  his  prejudice. 

At  that  period  the  intrigues  were  only  in 
embryo  ;  but  a  dangerous,  malady  with  which 
the  emperor  was  attacked  foon  difelofed  them. 
The  princes  flew  to  arms.  According  to  the 
cuilom  of  the  country,  the  contell  was  for  the 
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throne,  or  for  life.  Aurengzebe’s  condufl,  on 
this  oc'cafion,  is  a  model  for  the  ambitious  who 
make  no  fcruple  of  furmounting  obstacles  by 
artifice.  The  hypocrite  thus  wrote  to  Morad  : 
“  Dara  is  a  kafer  (an  idolater),  Sujah  a  rafezi  (a 
“  heretic),  I  am  a  faquir.  You  alone  can  pre- 
<c  tend  to  the  crown.  If  you  will  only  give 
“  me  your  promife  that,  after  your  acceilion  to 
“  the  empire,  I  fhall  be  fuffered  to  live  quietly 
tl  in  fome  diflant  corner  of  your  dominions, 
“  where  I  may  pray  to  God  the  remainder  of 
<c  my  days,  I  am  ready  to  join  you  with  my 
“  troops,  and  aflift  you  to  take  poffeffion  of  the 
*c  throne.’4  At  the  fame  time  he  fent  him  a 
trihing  fum  of  money  as  an  earned:  of  his  good¬ 
will.  The  forces  he  offered  were  not  to  be 
defpifed  ;  for  he  had  augmented  their  number  by 
another  ftratagem.  The  emir  Jemla,  who  was 
commander  of  a  formidable  corps  of  rafputes, 
dared  not  declare  himfeif,  becaufe,  according  to 
the  cuftom,  his  wife  and  children  were  detained 
at  court  as  hoftages  ;  and  confequently  he  would 
have  endangered  their  fafety.  Aurengzebe 
propofed  that  he  fliould  give  him  leave  to  feize 
and  keep  him  prifoner,  to  prevent  their  being 
fufpefled  of  a  fecret  intelligence.  The  emir 
eonfented.  He  was  arrefted,  and  confined  in  a 
chamber.  His  troops  were  alarmed  ;  but  as  it 
was  only  a  fcheme,  their  fears  were  foon  calmed. 
Aurengzebe,  attended  by  them,  and  thofe  of  his 
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own  government,  began  his  march  to  join  Me- 
rad,  publifhing,  that  he  was  going,  by  his  father’^ 
orders,  to  deliver  him  from  the  tyranny  of  his 
two  elder  brothers. 

This  proclamation  was  not  altogether  un¬ 
founded.  Shah  Jehan,  prefixed,  with  haughty 
importunity,  by  his  eideft  fon,  to  order  the  reft  to 
lay  dowm  their  arms,  like  a  feeble  prince,  fore¬ 
bore  to  exert  his  authority  towards  them  ;  and 
was  on  the  whole  not  forry  that  they  fhould  be  d 
check  on  each  other,  that  he  might  if  neceffary 
reprefs  the  ambition  of  the  one  by  means  of  the 
other.  The  mod  dangerous,  in  appearance, 
was  neither  Aurengzebe  nor  Morad,  yet  more 
diftant,  but  Sujah,  w7ho  was  advancing  with  a 
large  army.  The  emperor  was  obliged  to  intruft 
all  his  forces  to  Dara,  who  placed  Solomon,  his 
fon,  a  young  man  of  great  merit,  at  their  head. 
He  no  fooner  had  difperfed  his  uncle’s  army,  and 
forced  him  to  fee,  than  he  turned  back  to  op- 
pofe  Aurengzebe  and  Morad,  who  were  ap¬ 
proaching.  When  the  armies  were  in  fight,  the 
mo  ft  prudent  of  Dara’s  counfellors  advifed  him 
not  to  rilk  a  battle,  but  to  attempt  rather  to 
come  to  terms  of  accommodation.  Shah  Jehan, 
though  in  extreme  ill  health,  wifheb  to  be  com 
veyed  into  his  two  fons’  camp,  that  he  might 
endeavour  to  effect  a  reconciliation  between 
them.  Dara  would  not  hear  of  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal.  They  engaged.  An  incident,  apparently 
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of  ho  importance  decided  both  the  victory  and 
the  fate  of  the  empire. 

Notwithftandinfi:  the  valour  of  Aurengzebe's 

o  o 

rafputes,  Dara’s  numerous  troops  could  Scarcely 
fail  to  come  off  vifitorious.  His  army  confided 
of  an  hundred  tho.ufand  cavalry,  five  hundred 
elephants,  and  infantry  in  proportion.  After  a 
very  obftinate  refiflance,  the  wing  commanded 
by  Aurengzebe  in  perfon  was  thrown  into  con* 
fufion.  Morad,  wounded  on  his  elephant,  while 
covering  with  his  fhield  his  fon,  a  child  of  feven 
years  old,  who  was  with  him,  could  wdth  diffi¬ 
culty  hold  him  in.  The  whole  army  was  fhaken, 
and  on  the  point  of  flying.  “  Comrades,”  cried 
Aurengzebe,  (‘  what  advantage  will  you  find 
“  in  flight?”  He  proteffed  that  he  would  not 
quit  the  field  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  his  .affertion, 
commanded  a  chain  to  be  thrown  round  his  ele¬ 
phant’s  feet.  The  foldiers  fwore  they  would 
never  abandon  him.  He  remained  firm  in  his 
refolve.  While  Dara  continued  to  combat  wdth 
his  ufual  ardour,  the  cry  of  vifilory  refounded 
around  him.  One  of  his  generals,  who  is  fuf- 
pefited  to  have  been  gained  over  by  the  adver¬ 
sary,  approached,  faying  :  “  Health  and  glory  to 
<{  your  majefiy  ;  defcend  quickly  from  yournle- 
“  phant,  and  mount  your  horfe  ;  what  remains 
t:  but  to  purfue  thefe  cowards?”  Dara  followed 
this  infidious  counfel  ;  but  his  troops,  who  con¬ 
stantly  looked  towards  him,  not  feeing  him  on 
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his  elephant,  concluded  he  was  (lain.  In  led 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  his  whole  army  was 
difperfed.  Thus  Aurengzebe,  for  having  re¬ 
mained  on  his  elephant  a  few  minutes,  faw  the 
crown  of  Hindooftan  on  his  head,  and  Dara, 
for  having  dismounted  from  his  a  minute  too 
foon,  found  himfelf  hurled  from  the  throne. 

One  fault  is  in  general  the  confequence  of 
another.  From  the  wreck  of  his  army  Dara 
might  have  Hill  formed  a  formidable  body,  and 
defended  Agra,  which  Aurengzebe  had  not 
yet  dared'  to  attack.  That  was  his  father’s 
opinion,  which  he  communicated  to  him  ;  but 
he  chofe  rather  to  abfent  himfelf  with  Solomon* 
his  fon,  to  raife  frefh  troops  more  at  leifure. 
Aurengzebe  loft  not  a  moment,  and  prefented 
himfelf  before  the  capital.  Then  commenced 
the  embaflics  between  the  father  and  fon.  An 
Invitation  was  fent  from  the  former  for  him  to 
come  and  embrace  his  father,  who  never  ceafed 
cherifhinga  real  efteem  and  affeflion  for  this  be¬ 
loved  fon,  wThcm  he  always  conlidered  as  more 
,  deferving  the  throne  than  Dara.  The  fon  returned 
many  thanks,  with  earneft  proteftations  of  refpett 
and  deference  3  but  alleged  that  his  affairs  would 
not  permit  him  to  perform,  at  that  time,a  duty  fa 
flattering  to  his  heart.  Royfhan  Ray,  his  youngeft 
filter,  had  conveyed  him  information  that  if  he 
entered  the  feraglio  he  molt  probably  would  not 
return  in.  fa-fetv  from  the  Arab  guard  of  armed 
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Women.  After  a  delay  of  fome  days  he  fent  fultan 
Mahmud,  his  fon,  a  young  prince  extremely  active 
and  enterprizing,  whom  he  commiflioned  to  per¬ 
form  what  he  could  not  do  himfelf,  from  refpedt  to 
his  father.  Without  liftening  to  his  grand-father’s 
offers,  who  promifed  him  the  throne  if  he  would  join 
him,  Mahmud  demanded  all  the  keys  of  the  fortrefs, 
blocked  up  the  doors,  barred  the  windows,  and 
made  Shah  Jehan  prifoner  in  his  palace.  Aureng- 
zebe  at  the  fame  time  wrote  him  a  fhort  note,  in 
which  he  complained  of  his  partiality  to  Dara, 
told  him  that  it  was  Dara  who  imprifoned  him  ; 
that,  for  his  part,  he  had  always  felt  a  truely 
filial  tendernefs  for  him.  “  Pardon  me,”  added 
he  towards  the  conclufion ;  “do  not  be  impatient; 
“  as  foon  as  I  fhall  have  difpofed  of  Dara  in  fuch 
“  a  manner  as  to  prevent  him  fulfilling  his  wicked 
“  defigns,  I  will  come  myfelf  and  throw  open  your 
“  doors.” 

Secure  on  his  father’s  fide  of  becoming  foie 
mafler,  he  only  wanted  a  pretext  to  get  rid  of 
Morad.  With  all  his  natural  franknefs,  that 
young  prince  had  repofed  an  entire  confidence  in 
his  brother.  There  is  not  a  doubt  that  to  his 
courage  Aurengzebe  owed,  in  a  great  meafure,  all 
his  fucceffes.  As  long  as  the  hypocrite  wanted  his 
affiflance,  there  was  no  mark  of  refpeft  he  did  not 
fhew  him.  He  never  addrefled  him  without  a  title, 
due  only  to  fupreme  power :  as  king,  emperor, 
your  majefty,  and  the  like.  Morad,  notwithftand- 
voi..  v.  .  ©  D 
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ing  the  warnings  of  feveral  of  his  friends,  could 
not  be  brought  to  harbour  fufpi cions  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  fo  good  a  brother,  and  one  fo  totally  free 
from  ambition.  Aurengzebe  one  night  detained 
him  to  fupper,  prolonged  the  repall,  ordered  fome 
excellent  wine  to  be  ferved ;  but  which  the  rigid 
duties  of  his  religion  forbade  his  tailing.  When 
he  faw  his  brother  in  great  hilarity  with  one  or 
two  guells  who  had  attended  him,  he  withdrew, 
under  the  pretence  of  leaving  them  more  at  eafe. 
The  prince  continued  to  drink  till  he  fell  fall 
alleep.  The  two  guells  were  then  defired  to  re¬ 
tire,  that  Morad  might  not  be  dilturbed  ;  and  as 
foon  as  he  was  left  alone,  his  fabre  and  poniard 
were  taken  from  him. 

Aurengzebe  was  not  long  before  he  came  in 
perfon  to  wake  him.  He  rudely  pulhed  him  with 
his  foot.  When  the  prince  opened  his  eyes,  he 
addrelfed  him  in  the  following  terms :  “  How 

“  lhameful !  how  infamous !  a  king  as  thou  art<, 
ts  to  have  fo  little  decency  as  to  inebriate  thyfelf 
“  in  this  manner.  What  will  be  thought  of  thee 
<e  and  of  me  ?  Come,  take  up  this  wretch,  this 
tc  drunkard,  bind  his  hands  and  feet,  and  throw 

“  him  in  yonder  till  he  has  llept  himfelf  fober.” 

\ 

The  order  was  immediately  executed.  As  foon  as 
this  event  was  known,  the  troops  began  to  Ihew 
figns  of  difcontent ;  but  care  had  been  taken  to 
place  thofe  among  them,  who  threw  all  the  blame 
on  Morad.  They  reported,  that  in  a  fit  of 
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drunkennefs  he  had  infulted  his  brother,  who,  for 
fear  of  worfe  treatment,  had  been  neceflitated  to 
^online  him ;  but  that  he  would  be  releafed  as 
foon  as  he  had  flept  off  the  fumes  of  the  wine. 
So  in  fa£l  he  was  ;  being  taken  from  his  firft 
prifon,*  to  be  removed  into  a  citadel. 

The  conqueror  having  concerted  all  his  plans  in 
regard  to  the  capital,  went  in  quell  of  Dara.  He 
purfued  him  with  fuch  unremitting  ardour,  that 
he  not  unfrequently  advanced  two  or  three  leagues 
before  his  troops.  On  an  occafion  of  this  fort,  he 
faw  rajah  Jeffeyn  advancing  towards  him,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  tenderly  attached  to  Shah  Jehan. 
This  general  was  attended  by  five  or  fix  thoufand 
rajputes.  Aurengzebe  was  much  aftonifhed,  as 
he  had  only  a  very  few  perfons  with  him ;  the 
rajah  might  have  feized  him,  and  fet  the  emperor 
at  liberty.  It  is  not  known  whether  this  were  not 
his  intention,  for  he  had  marched  with  amazing 
alacrity,  and  Aurengzebe  thought  him  at  Delhi. 
However,  he  inflantly  determined  what  conduct  to 
adopt.  Without  betraying  any  emotion — without 
changing  countenance,  he  went  up  to  Jeffeyn, 
fpoke  to  him  aloud  with  the  appellations  of 
friendfhip  and  refpeft — “  My  lord  rajah,  my  lord 
“  my  father — and  continued,  “  I  impatiently 
“  expected  thy  approach.  It  is  all  over,  Dara  is 
<c  ruined.  He  is  quite  alone ;  I  have  fent  after 
<c  him,  he  cannot  efcape.”  Then  taking  off  his 
pearl  collar,  he  put  it  on  the  rajah’s  neck,  and 
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to  difengage  himfelf  from  him  as  foon  as  poffible 
without  giving  him  offence,  for  he  already  wifhed 
him  at  a  diftance,  he  faid,  44  Go  with  all  thp  fpeed 
44  thou  canff  to  Lahore,  and  wait  for  me  there. 
44  My  army  is  fatigued.  I  fear  fome  difturbance 
44  there.  I  make  you  governor  of  the  city  ;  I 
44  commit  every  thing  to  your  care.  I  am  ex- 
44  tremely  obliged  to  you  for  what  you  have 
44  already  done.  Where  did  you  leave  that 
44  traitor  Delil  ?  I  fhall  find  a  way  to  be  revenged. 
44  Farewel !  Make  hafte.”  Overpowered  by  this 
torrent  of  words,  Jeffeyn,  loaded  with  favours,  if 
he  had  formed  any  defign,  defifted  from  it ;  and 
Aurengzebe  continued  his  way;  though  he  changed 
the  objedl  of  his  purfuit. 

As  Dara  had  taken  refuge  in  Guzerat,  where  it 
would  be  difficult  to  vanquifh  him,  Aurengzebe 
turned  his  arms  againfl:  his  brother  Sujah.  He 
obtained  fome  advantages  over  him,  but  none  de- 
cifive.  Another  circumftance  occurred  to  aug¬ 
ment  his  anxiety.  Sultan  Mahmud,  his'  fon, 
liftened  to  evil  councellors,  and  rebelled  againfl: 
his  father.  The  attempt  was  futile :  he  fbould 
have  taken  his  grand-father’s  advice,  when  he  per- 
fuaded  him  to  that  meafure.  His  father’s  authority 
was  at  that  time  precarious,  and  he  might  have 
fucce.eded ;  but  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  Au¬ 
rengzebe  could  crufh  his  fop  with  all  his  united 
forces.  He  took  him  prifoner,  and  fent  him  to 
Ianguifh  out  his  youth  in  a  citadel,  where  he  died, 
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On  this  occafion  it  was  he  made  this  paternal 
harangue  to  fultan  Mauzm,  his  fecond  fon:  “  There 
“  is  fomething  fo  exceedingly  delicate  in  reigning, 

“  that  kings  fhould  be  almoll  jealous  of  their 
<c  Ihadow.  If  you  are  hot  docile,  you  may  very 
“  probably  meet  with  your  brother’s  fate.  Do 
4<  not  flatter  yourfelf  that  I  am  one  of  thofe  men 
(i  who  will  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  treated  as  Shah 
“  Jehan  treated  Jehan  Ghir  his  father,  and  as  I 
“  have  treated  mine.”  It  is  from  this  period, 
when  holding  Morad  in  captivity,  and  almofl:  cer¬ 
tain  of  expellng  Dara  and  Sujah,  his  two  other 
brothers,  from  Hindooflan,  or  of  exterminating 
them  and  their  families,  that  we  mull  date  the 
reign  of  Aurengzebe. 

At  the  fame  time  that  his  father  was  guarded  Aurengzebe* 
with  all  imaginable  precaution,  he  granted  himj65s.  ’ 
whatever  could  amufe  and  foften  his  confinement ; 
his  former  apartment,  his  wives,  his  fingers,  his 
mollahs  to  read  the  Koran  to  him,  the  fociety  of 
his  eldeft  daughter,  combats  of  animals,  and  every 
other  fpecies  of  entertainment  that  he  could  defire. 

He  calmed  his  refentment  by  obliging  letters,  full 
of  refpecl  and  fubmifiion ;  confulted  him  as  his 
oracle ;  and  fliewed  him  every  mark  of  deference. 

He  continually  fent  him  little  prefents.  By  thefe 
attentions  he  fo  won  on  his  affedtion,  that  the 
father,  of  his  own  accord,  frequently  gave  him 
things  that  he  had  at  firfl  refufed  him ;  and  at 
length  he  granted  him  his  pardon  and  paternal 
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bleffmg,  which  Aurengzebe  had  often  intreated, 
but  without  effect. 

The  death  of  that  emperor,  which  happened 
fix  years  after  his  feclufion,  caufed  not  the  fmalleft 
difturbance  in  the  empire.  He  was  neither  good 
nor  wicked,  rather  indulgent  than  cruel.  His 
ruling  paffion  was  avarice.  Not  fatished  with  in¬ 
heriting’  the  treafures  of  his  nobility  after  their 
deceafe,  which  was  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  though  certainly  an  abufe,  he  appeared 
ardently  to  expedt  thefe  fuccefiions,  and  talked  of 
them  with  an  intemperate  joy.  One  of  the  omrahs 
knowing  his  rapacity,  and  fufpedting  that  at  his 
death  the  emperor,  depending  on  immenfe  riches, 
would  not  fail  to  demand  his  coffers,  that  he  might 
enjoy  the  fight  of  their  contents,  fecretly  diflributed 
his  wealth  to  his  relatives,  and  even  to  Grangers. 
In  his  lafl  illnefs  he  ordered  his  chefls  to  be  well 
clofed  and  fealed,  and  faid  to  thofe  who  furrounded 
him :  “  This  is  the  king’s  property.”  What  he 
forefaw,  took  place.  The  emperor,  impatient  to 
behold  this  treafure,  caufed  them  to  be  brought 
into  the  affembly  of  his  courtiers.  They  were 
opened,  when  all  they  contained  was  old  iron, 
ftones,  rags,  bones,  and  other  things  of  the  fame 
nature,  Shah  Jehan,  confufed,  uttered  not  a 
word,  but  rofe  and  quitted  the  apartment. 

S' 

A  woman  alfo  difappointed  his  avarice.  Her 
hufoand,  a  rich  Gentoo  trader,  had  died  worth 
two  hundred  thoufand  rupees :  fhe  difpenfed  his 
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wealth  with  a  fparing  hand  to  her  fon,  who  was 
very  extravagant.  The  young  man’s  companions 
perfuaded  him  to  carry  a  complaint  to  the  emperor. 
Shah  Jehan  willingly  received  his  depofition,  fent 
for  the  widow,  and  commanded  her  to  remit  him 
fifty  thoufand  rupees,  and  to  give  the  like  fum  to 
her  fon  ;  he  then  ordered  her  to  be  inftantly  turned 
out,  that  he  might  not  hear  her  clamours.  The 
mother,  furprized  both  at  the  fentence,  and  her 
being  enjoined  filence,  cried  out  that  lhe  had  fome- 
thing  more  to  difcover  to  the  king.  She  was 
brought  back,  and  thus  harangued  him :  “  God 
“  preferve  your  majefty.  I  mull  confefs  that  my 
“  fon  has  fome  right  to  demand  his  father’s  pro- 
“  perty,  becaufe  he  is  his  blood  and  mine,  and 
“  confequently  our  heir.  But  I  could  wilh  to 
“  know  what  rektionfliip  your  majefty  can  pof- 
“  fibly  have  with  my  late  hufband,  to  claim  his 
“  fuccefiion.”  The  emperor  fmiled,  and  dif- 
miffed  her  without  requiring  any  thing. 

Shah  Jehan  had  the  affli&ion  of  feeing  his  three 
fons  deftroyed  by  the  barbarity  of  their  brother. 
Aurengzebe’s  policy,  incapable  of  compaflion,  did 
not  even  permit  him  to  fpare  the  unfortunate  Dara 
the  ignominy  of  being  made  a  public  fpeftacle  to  the 
city  of  Agra.  He  was  led  through  all  the  ftreets, 
mounted  on  an  old  elephant,  covered  with  a 
tattered  garment,  that  every  one  might  fee  and 
not  harbour  a  doubt  that  it  was  he  who  was 
going  to  fuffer  death.  At  a  public  audience  he 
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ordered  Solomon,  his  nephew,  to  be  brought  into 
his  prefence,  talked  to  him,  induced  him  to  anfwer 
his  queftions,  and  then  fent  him  prifoner  to  the 
fame  citadel  as  his  uncle  Morad,  neither  of  whom 
were  ever  more  heard  of.  As  to  Sujah,  purfued 
without  ceafing  by  his  brother,  the  only  meafure 
he  could  adopt  was,  to  throw  himfelf  on  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  a  neighbouring  king,  who  was  under 
obligations  to  him.  When  on  the  point  of  being 
betrayed  by  his  ungrateful  holt,  he  conceived  the 
defperate  enterjirize  of  dethroning  that  monarch, 
and  perifhed  in  the  attempt.  Sultan  Banka,  his 
fon,  the  princes,  princeffes,  mothers,  children,  all 
were  exterminated.  Next  came  the  turn  of  Au- 
rengzebe’s  own  family.  His  eldeft  fon,  Mahmud, 
was  either  affaffinated  or  poifoned.  Ackbar, 
another  of  his  fons,  for  whom  he  had  an  extra-* 
ordinary  partiality,  rebelled,  and  caufed  him  fome 
uneafinefs ;  but  he  defeated  his  views  by  a  very 
artful  ftratagem.  The  prince’s  army  confifled 
chiefly  of  idolaters :  Aurengzebe  fent  one  of  his 
confidants  into  his  fon’s  camp  with  a  feigned  letter 
addreffed  to  Akbar,  in  which  the  emperor  com¬ 
mended  him  for  his  prudence  in  having  thus  af- 
iembled  the  idolaters  together  to  put  them  all  to 
the  fword,  and  that  he  would  advance  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  for  that  purpofe.  The  eunuch  was  told 
to  conduCt  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  raife 
fufpicion,  that  the  letter  might  be  intercepted. 
Akbar  in  vain  protefled  that  it  was  an  artifice  of 
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his  father’s ;  confufion  arofe  in  the  army,  the 
troops  difperfed,  and  Akbar  efteemed  himfeif  for* 
tunate  in  being  able  to  take  refuge  at  the  court  of 
Perfia,  where  he  was  kindly  received. 

Mauzm,  the  fon  to  whom  he  gave  fuch  falutary 
advice  in  the  affair  concerning  Mahmud,  either  of¬ 
fended  or  gave  him  umbrage.  He  commanded  him,  \ 
in  full  alfembly,  to  go  and  kill  a  lion,  which  had 
come  down  from  the  mountains  and  was  ravaging 
the  country.  The  great  huntfman  alked  for  nets, 
for  the  prince,  that  were  ufually  employed  for  that 
kind  of  hunting.  The  emperor  replied  :  “  When 
“  I  was  young,  I  never  was  fo  particular.”  It  was 
next  to  devoting  his  fon  to  death  ;  but  he  returned 
fafe  from  this  perilous  adventure,  though  not  with¬ 
out  braving  confiderable  danger.  From  that  time 
his  father  ftiewed  him  much  affe&ion,  and  gave 
him  an  important  government ;  not,  however,  with¬ 
out  limiting  his  power,  as  he  intended  to  do  that 
of  all  thofe  whom  he  favoured.  He  ufed  to  beftow 
on  them  a  much  greater  degree  of  fplendor  than 
authority.  If  any  of  the  rajahs  of  the  frontiers 
difplayed  any  martial  (kill  and  talents,  he  neyer 
failed  to  employ  them  in  hoftilities  with  the  princes 
of  the  neighbouring  provinces.  By  this  mean,  he 
conquered  kingdoms,  from  which  he  derived  the 
double  advantage,  of  augmenting  his  dominions 
and  procuring  tranquillity. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety,  generally  dreaded ; 
£>ut  likewife  very  much  efteemed  for  his  diligence 
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in  anfwering,  himfelf,  all  petitions,  adminiftering 
juflice  in  perfon,  and  acquitting  himfelf  of  all  the 
painful  duties  attached  to  royalty.  Aurengzebe 
was'  a  rigid  obferver  of  the  Koran.  He  ceafed 
being  cruel  as  foon  as  it  was  no -longer  ufeful  to 
him ;  he  even  confined  himfelf,  after  his  great 
executions,  to  eat  fruits  and  vegetables  only,  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  an  expiation  for  the 
blood  he  had  confidered  himfelf  obbtred  to  fired  to 

O 
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obtain  the  throne.  But  would  not  his  conduct  have 
been  more  meritorious,  had  he  forborne  to  afpire 
to  a  throne  which  could  only  be  obtained  at  that 
price  ?  He  attached  no  great  importance  to  the 
laws,  whofe  violation  had  been  rigoroufly  punifhed 
by  his  predeceffors.  Two  young  men  were  brought 
before  him,  who  were  found  roving  about  the 
feraglio  gardens.  44  How  did  you  gain  adnrit- 
44  tance  ?”  faid  he.  One  anfwered  by  the  door, 
the  other  over  the  wall.  44  Make  them  return  as 
44  they  came,”  added  he.  The  eunuchs,  like 
thofe  officious  valets  who  always  exceed  their 
orders,  threw  the  latter  over  the  wall,  and  he  died 
in  confequence  of  his  bruifes. 

Aurengzebe  left  immenfe  treafures,  although  he 
at  all  times  bifpenfed  them  generoully  and  com- 
mendably :  very  unlike  his  father,  who  frequently 
indulged  in  the  ftrange  amufement  of  defcending 
into  arched  vaults  fupported  with  marble  pillars 
where  he  heaped  his  riches,  and  where  he  would 
remain  whole  hours  together  contemplating  them. 
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His  fon  made  a  very  concife  will.  Kings  would 
do  well  not  to  make  any,  they  are  always  fo  badly 
executed !  He  commanded  his  children  to  abide  by 
the  divifion  he  had  made  of  the  kingdom  between 
them,  which  was  the  only  means  of  preventing 
a  vaft  effufion  of  blood.  But  he  appeared  to 
forefee  that  thefe  regulations  would  be  little  re- 
fpecfed ;  and  as  he  cared  not  about  the  difputes 
which  might  happen  between  thofe  ambitious- 
rivals,  he  only  intreated,  that  whoever  Ihould  have 
the  good  fortune  to  obtain  the  empire,  would  do 
no  injury  to  Mohamed  Khan  Bukhfh,  his  youngeft 
fon;  and  witnout  precifely  giving  any  pre-eminence 
to  Mohamed  Azem  Shah,  the  third  of  his  fons 
who  were  prefent,  he  ordered  thofe  who  fur- 
rounded  him  to  obey  him. 

In  the  fpace  of  thirteen  years,  fix  emperors  ap-  Mauzm  Ba 
peared  upon  the  throne ;  the  firlt  of  whom  was 
Mauzm,  who  took  the  name  of  Bahader  Shah,  and 
conquered  Mohamed  Azem,  whom  their  father 
had  in  a  manner  appointed  to  fucceed  him.  Dur- 

t 

ing  fome  centuries  India  had  not  feen  fuch  nume¬ 
rous  armies.  Mauzm’s  confilted  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  horfe,  and  a  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  foot  foldiers,  without  mentioning  the 
auxiliary  troops.  Azem’s  forces  were  in  equal 
proportion  ;  but  he  was  fain  in  battle.  Mauzm 
reigned  only  fix  years,  and  died  of  illnefs.  He 
left  four  fons.  The  three  younger  joined  againfl 
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the  eldert,  who  met  the  fate  of  advene  fortune, 
and  perirtted,  like  his  uncle,  in  the  field.  The 
three  brother  conquerors  could  not  agree.  Je- 
handar  found  means  to  get  poffefiion  of  his  father’s 
treafures.  Monev  furnifhed  him  both  with  ad- 

j 

herents  and  troops;  and  he  triumphed  over  his  bro¬ 
thers,  whom  he  put  to  death.  His  extravagant  paf- 
fion  for  his  wife,  who  was  a  finger,  occafioned  him 
to  commit  errors  that  proved  his  ruin.  He  inverted 
her  low  relations  with  the  moft  important  and 
honourable  dignities  of  the  empire.  This  con¬ 
duct  was  extremely  difgufting  to  the  nobles ;  and 
two  of  them,  who  were  brothers,  and  who  em 
joyed  confiderable  credit,  named  Haffan  and  Ab¬ 
dallah,  hurled  him  from  the  throne,  and  railed 
Furrukhfir,  the  foil  of  Azem,  in  his  place. 

The  two  brothers  expected  to  hold  the  reins  of 
government  under  him  ;  and,  in  fact,  for  fome 
time  enjoyed  an  abfolute  authority.  Furrukhfir  at 
length  became  weary  of  the  yoke,  and  tried  to 
fnake  it  off.  The  brothers  threw  him  into  prifon, 
deprived  him  of  fight,  and  afterwards  of  life. 
Then,  from  the  caftle  of  Selim  Gur,  where  the 
royal  family  was  confined,  they  drew  out  one  of 
the  children  of  Aurengzebe,  named  Raffiya,  who 
was  pleafing  to  them  only  three  months.  They 
removed  him,  and  placed  his  brother  Raffiya  AI 
JDowlet  on  the  throne ;  who,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
rsry  few  days*  by  a  natural  death,  ceded  it  to 
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aSTafroddin,  Furrukhfir’s  coufm,  who  took  the 
name  of  Mohammed  Shah,  and  was  inftalled  by 
the  brothers. 

They  left  him  no  more  authority  than  they  had 
his  couftn ;  but  he  very  Ihortly  recovered  his 
rights.  Under  pretence  of  a  war,  he  drew  Haffan 
from  Agra,  and  as  foon  as  he  had  him  at  fome  dis¬ 
tance  caufed  him  to  be  tried  by  the  omras,  and  maf- 
facred.  He  immediately  returned  to  Agra ;  but 
Abdallah,  who  had  been  informed  ,  of  the  event, 
had  taken  a  fon  of  Raffiya  from  Selimgur,  caufed 
him  to  be  proclaimed,  and  fupported  him  againft 
the  emperor  with  a  very  formidable  army.  The 
daughter  was  prodigious.  Abdallah  fell  into  the 
power  of  Nafroddin,  who,  violently  agitated,  faid 
to  him :  “  Traitor,  what  is  it  thou  hall  done  ?’* 
“  What  have  I  done  l”  replied  Abdallah ;  “  I 
“  delivered  you  from  prifon,  and  gave  you  an 
u  empire.  My  brother  having  been  killed  by 
<c  your  orders,  as  I  was  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
“  felf-prefervation  taught  me  to  employ  it.  Pro- 
“  vidence  decreed  you  the  vi&ory ;  ufe  it  as  you 
6t  think  proper  in  treating  this  mafs  of  clay,  as  your 
iC  refentment  or  intereft  lhall  fugged.”  “  But,” 
returned  the  emperor,  ci  what  harm  had  Fur- 
“  rukhfir  done  you  “  He  had  grown  jealous,” 
faid  Abdallah  with  franknefs,  “  of  the  power  that 
“  my  brother  and  I  had  enjoyed.  As  to  relinquilh 
“  it  was  contrary  to  our  intereft,  we  thought  it 
et  dangerous  not  to  get  rid  of  him  as  foon  as 
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“  poffible.  If  Providence  had  permitted  us  always 
“  to  have  acted  with  the  fame  degree  of  prudence, 
“  we  ffiould  not  be  now  reduced  to  this  tragic 
“  end.”  The  monarch  fent  him  to  prifon,  but 
with  domeftics  to  ferve  him.  A  few  days  after  he 
removed  him  to  a  palace,  affigned  him  a  penfion, 
allotted  him  a  numerous  train  of  attendants,  and 
gave  him  all  the  conveniences  of  life.  Abdallah 
was  not  much  benefitted  by  this  generofity,  for  he 
died  of  his  wounds  about  two  months  after. 
Forty-five  women,  as  well  as  his  wives  or  concu¬ 
bines,  confined  themfelves  in  a  houfe,  and  burned 
themfelves  on  the  day  of  his  funeral.  His  emperor 
was  fent  back  to  Selimgur. 

i738.  Under  Mohammed  Shah  an  event  took  place, 

which  was  neither  a  conqueft  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  nor  rebellion  of  the  populace,  nor  revo¬ 
lution  in  the  government,  which,  in  fadt,  it  is 
difficult  to  charadterize,  and  which  notwithftanding 
occafioned  the  greatefl  misfortunes.  The  conduct 
of  this  prince  towards  Abdallah  demonftrates  that 
he  was  mild  and  humane,  qualities  which  perhaps 
are  improper  in  the  chief  of  fo  unftable  an  empire. 
In  a  court  that  was  torn  to  pieces  by  fadtions,  and 
agitated  by  the  ambition  and  turbulency  of  the 
nobles,  every  thing  buffered — morals,  religion,  po¬ 
lice.  There  was  neither  difcipline  in  the  army, 
nor  regularity  in  the  finances.  The  worthy  em¬ 
peror  faw  all  thefe  diforders,  lamented  them,  but 
wanted  the  force  to  apply  a  remedy. 
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The  thought  occurred  to  him  of  calling  Nizam 
al  Muluk,  governor  of  Deccan,  to  his  affiftance  ;  a 
man  ef  merit  and  experience,  who  had  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  Aurengzebe,  and  was  very  ca¬ 
pable  of  repairing  the  fprings  of  this  relaxed 
machine,  if  he  were  feconded  bt  the  emperor  ;  but 
knowing  that  prince’s  weaknefs,  he  went  much 
againft  his  inclination. 

What  he  forefaw  came  to  pafs :  the  part  of  a  re¬ 
former  is  every-where  difficult,  but  particularly  fo 
in  courts.  Nizam  found  every  one  prejudiced 
againft  him.  They  thwarted  his  ideas,  ridiculed 
his  plans,  and  laughed  at  his  remonftrances.  The 
luxury  of  the  court,  inftead  of  decreafing,  aug¬ 
mented,  as  if  to  brave  the  reformer. 

Finding  that  his  efforts  were  vain,  he  told  the 
emperor  that  the  affairs  of  his  province  demanded 
his  prefence,  and  quitted  the  court.  He  refolved  to 
give  this  diffolute  and  diffipated  court,  which  had 
defpifed  his  councils,  a  more  efficacious  warning — 
one  which  ffiould  roufe  both  the  fovereign  and 
the  courtiers  from  the  ftate  of  indolence  and 
apathy  into  which  they  were  fallen.  Until  that 
period  he  had  reftrained  the  Mahrattas  to  their 
mountains ;  but  he  now  fufferea  them  to  defcend 
into  the  plains,  and  to  continue  their  ravages  even 
to- the  vicinity  of  the  capital.  Nizam  was  recalled 
to  oppofe  this  torrent.  As  he  had  directed  it,  he 
had  very  little  trouble  in  diverting  its  courfe. 
When  the  danger  was  part,  he  perceived  that  the 
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court  was  neither  more  tra&able,  nor  more  in¬ 
clined  to  a  reform  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  treated 
with  Iefs  refpe&  than  before.  The  omrahs  miffed 
no  opportunity  of  infulting  him.  When  they  faw 
him  appear  with  the  gravity  of  a  man  of  his  age 
and  Ration,  they  would  fay  to  each  other  in  ridi¬ 
cule — “  Look,  how  the  Deccan  monkey  dances  1” 
Offended  more  than  he  had  been  before,  he 
judged  it  right  to  give  them  once  for  all  fo  com¬ 
plete  a  leffon  as  Ihould  corredt  them  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  At  that  time  Perfia  was  governed  by  the 
famous  Thamas  Kouli  Khan,  who  is  known  in 
hiftory  by  his  expedition  into  India  under  the 
name  of  Nadir  Shah.  This  prince  took  advantage 
of  the  indolence  and  difturbances  in  the  Indian 
court  to  aggrandize  himfelf.  He  had  taken  the 
fortrefs  of  Kandahar,  and  was  on  the  frontier 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  cavalry,  men  of  various 
nations,  and  all  inured  to  the  fatigues  of  war. 
Nizam  held  the  helm  of  government,  with  a  title 
fuperior  to  that  of  grand-vizier.  This  minifter,  in 
concert  with  three  or  four  powerful  nobles,  whom 
he  had  attached  to  his  caufe,  wrote  to  the  Perfian, 
inviting  him  to  march  to  Dehli,  and  undertook  to 
remove  all  difficulties.  The  motive  he  urged  to 
engage  the  prince  to  this  enterprize  is  not  known  ; 
whether  it  were  to  puniffi  the  infolent  courtiers,  or 
free  the  emperor  from  their  tyranny,  or  to  roufe 
him  from  his  indolence  and  apathy :  a  fmgular 
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mode  of  corroding  his  mailer-.  Whatever  might 
have  been  his  reafcn,  Nadir  Shah,  in  the  propoi'al 
made  him,  faw  only  the  benefits  that  could  not 
fail  to  accrue  from  this  lucrative  and  glorious  in- 
vafion  ;  nor  were  his  expectations  difappointed. 

Every  obilacle  funk  before  him — the  cities  fur- 
rendered,  the  viceroys  fubmitted  ;  for  Nizam  wrote 
to  them  faying,  that- the  emperor  and  his  favourites 
fpent  all  their  time  in  drinking  and  caroufmg  with 
the  women,  that  the  court  never  even  thought 
about  them,  that  they  could  hope  for  no  relief 
from  that  quarter,  therefore  they  had  better 
provide  for  their  own  fafety.  He  advifed  them 
to  treat  in  the  belt  manner  they  could  for  their 
own  intereft,  and  they  adhered  to  his  counfel.  In 
all  thofe  cities,  efpecially  at  Lahore,  one  of  the 
capitals,  Nadir  Shah  found  immenfe  treafures, 
formerly  buried,  which  encouraged  his  troops, 
and  feemed  an  earnell  of  thofe  they  expeCted  at 
Delhi.  Thofe  places  which  attempted  to  defend 
themfelves,  having'  no  affiftance,  experienced  the 
mofl  barbarous  treatment,  pillage,  malfacre,  and 
conflagration.  When  the  Perfians,  however,  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  chief  capital,  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  make  fome  fhew  of  rcfiftance.  A  very 
confiderable  army-was  ready  to  oppofe  Nadir  Shah. 
Whether  from  fear  or  prudence,  the  Perfian 
offered  terms  of  accommodation ;  but  thefe  were 
rejected  by  Nizam  with  peculiar  haughtinefs,  who 
alfo  differed  in  opinion  from  all  Mohammed  Shah’s 
other  counfellors  at  the  battle.  It  was  undcubt- 
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edly  a  premeditated  plan,  for  after  the  defeat, 
Nizam,  who  procured  himfelf  to  be  deputed  to  the 
conqueror’s  camp  to  treat  on  terms  of  peace,  was 
received  by  him  in  the  moil  honourable  manner, 
and  with  the  moll;  diftinguifhing  marks  of  regard. 

The  refult  of  this  conference  is  unknown.  But 
the  enfuing  day  the  Mogul  permitted  himfelf  to 
be  conducted  to  the  Perfian’s  tent  as  to  that  of  a 
friend.  Nadir  lent  his  fon  out  to  meet  him, 
quitted  his  pavilion  to  receive  him,  and  made  him 
take  a  place  by  him,  on  the  fame  cufhion.  The 
ufual  compliments  pall,  he  addrelfed  him  nearly 
as  follows :  “It  is  aftoniflung;  that  you  are  fo  in- 
“  attentive  to  your  concerns,  and  that  though  I 
“  wrote  you  feveral  letters,  though  I  difpatched  to 
“  you  an  ambaffador,  and  gave  you  proofs  of  the 
“  moll  unfeigned  friendlhip,  that  your  minillers 
“  Ihould  not  have  thought  proper  to  give  me 
“  a  fatisfaclcry  anfwer.  From  your  neglecting 
“  to  eltablilh  a  good  difcipline  among  your  peo- 
“  pie,  one  of  my  ambalfadors  has  been  killed 
“  in  your  dominions,  without  your  avenging 
“  it.  Even  when  I  entered  your  empire,  you 
“  appeared  totally  carelefs  of  your  own  intere'lt, 
“  to  fuch  a  degree  as  not  even  to  confider  it 
“  worth  your  while  to  enquire  who  I  was,  or 
“  what  was  my  intention.  When  I  afterwards 
“  advanced  to  Lahore,  no  meffenger  arrived  from 
“  you,  no  perfon  came  out  to  greet  me,  no  notice 
“  was  even  taken-  of  the  compliments  I  had  fent 
“  to  prefent  you.  At  length  your  omrahs, 
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44  awakened  from  their  imbecile  lethargy,  came 
44  in  a  tumultuary  manner  to  flop  my  progrefs ; 

44  yourfelf,  inflated  with  your  puerile  invaginations, 

44  and  infpired  by  your  extravagant  refolves,  re- 
44  fufed  to  liften  to  any  honourable  overture,  un- 
44  til  at  lafl:,  bv  the  aihftance  of  God  and  the  force 
44  of  arms,  you  fee  the  confequence  that  has  re- 

i 

44  halted.”  He  then  reproached  him  with  the 
protection  he  granted  yhe  infidels,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  -mahometan  religion  ;  which  might  be  im¬ 
puted  to  the  attention  that  Mohammed  flawed  the 
Europeans  in  his  dominions.  Nadir  concluded 
thus  : — 44  As  the  pofterity  of  Timur  has  neither 
44 ,  inluited  the  fophis  nor  done  any  injury  to  the 
44  people  of  Perfia,  I  will  not  wreft  your  empire 
44  from  you  ;  but  fmce  your  indolence  and  pride 
44  have  obliged  me  . to  come  from  a  great  diftance, 
44  and  expend  vail  fums,  and  as  my  troops  are 
4k  extremely  fatigued  by  their  long  marches,  and 
44  in  want  of  neceifaries,  I  will  go  on  to  Delhi, 
44  and  remain  there  fome  days  till  my  army  is  r©» 
44  frefhed ;  and  the  peyfhkulh,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
44  contribution  to  which  Nizam  agreed  with  me, 
44  fhall  be  paid.™ After  that  I  will  leave  you  to 
44  the  care  of  your  own  concerns.” 

Nadir’s  precautions  to  regulate  his  march  to¬ 
wards  Delhi,  and  to  infure  his  own  fafety  in  the 
city,  and  that  of  its  inhabitants,  were  a  mafter-piece 
of  {kill  and  prudence.  They  would  have  fucceeded 
had  it  not  been  for  the  mifchievous  cabals  of  fome 
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ill-difpofed  perfons,  who,  under  the  pretext  of  the 
fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  provifions,  excited  the 
populace  tc  revolt,  and  to  fire  on  the  Perfians, 
and  on  Nadir  himfelf.  When  he  approached  to 
quell  the  tumult,  the  guilty,  terrified  by  the  con- 
fcioufhefs  of  their  crime,  made  their  efcape.  The 
vengeance  of  Nadir  fell  on  the  city,  which  he  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  mercy  of  his  foldiery.  They 
committed  every  fpecies  of  horror  which  licenfed 
barbarians  can  invent.  In  the  fpace  of  feven 
hours,  which  the  maffacres  continued,  there  perifh- 
ed  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men.  This  ex¬ 
pedition  is  faid  to  have  cofl  the  dominions  of  Mo¬ 
hammed  upwards  of  a  million  of  fouls,  the  victims 
of  a  violent  death,  exclufive  of  thofe  who  died  of 
grief  and  mifery.  Nadir  recalled  thofe  who  had 
fled  ;  but  alas  !  what  a  favour  !  What  muff  have 
been  the  feelings  of  thefe  wretched  beings  on 
returning  to  their  defolated  abodes,  wandering 
through  heaps  of  ruins,  a  prey  to  agonizing  in¬ 
quietude  on  the  fate  of  beloved  friends,  wives,  and 
children,  who  were  loft  perhaps  for  ever  ! 

The  pillage  over,  they  next  thought  of  the 
peyfhkufn,  which  was  fixed  at  nearly  twenty-five 
millions  fterling.  An  office  was  eftabliffied  where 
the  nobles  were  expeded  to  Rate  the  amount  of 
their  fortunes.  They  paid  their  quota  without  re¬ 
criminating,  or  accufing  each  other.  Nizam’s  ffiare 
only  was  almolt  two  millions.  If  this  tax  were 
unexpeded,  it  certainly  was  a  juft  puniffiment  for 
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his  folly  and  wickednefs.  Nadir  took  whatever 
was  brought.  Every  thing  was  well  received — • 
furniture,  jewels,  fluffs,  horfes  ;  in  a  word,  what¬ 
ever  could  be  carried  or  led  away ;  and  he  took 
fpecial  care  that  the  valuation  ffiould  not  be  to  his 
difadvantage.  When  he  was  in  poffeffion  of  the 
whole  fum,  he  privately  imparted  to  the  Mogul 
the  advice  he  judged  neceflary,  difcovered  to  him 
the  characters  of  his  courtiers,  and  counfelled  him 
to  be  on  his  guard  againfl  Nizam.  He  then  at  a 
public  audience  received  the  omrah’s  adieux  ;  re¬ 
garding  them  with  a  look  of  feverity,  he  threaten¬ 
ed  them  with  a  fecond  vifit  if  they  altered  not 
their  conduct,  faluted  the  aflembly,  cordially  em¬ 
braced  his  holt,  and  departed.  Mohammed  Shah 
died  in  1748. 

Western  Peninsula. 

Kingdoms  of  much  fmaller  extent  than  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  peninfula  within  the  Ganges,  which 
we  fliall  next  confider,  have  furnifhed  a  greater 
number  of  events,  becaufe  they  have  had  hiftorians 
to  record  them.  There  is  not  the  leaft  poflibility 
of  doubt,  that  countries  fo  fertile  and  populous 
muff  have  experienced  in  the  long  courfe  of  fuc- 
ceflive  ages  all  thofe  viciflitudes,  thofe  fatal  cataf- 
trophes,  which  are  the  food  of  hiftory  ;  but  they 
are  either  buried  in  inacceflible  archives,  fuppofmg 
thofe  records  do  exift,  or  elfe  are  preferved  in  the 
memories  of  men  little  inclined  to  communicate 
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them  ;  from  whom  the  moll:  curious  and  perfe- 
vering  travellers  have  never  been  able  to  obtain 
more  than  a  very  imperfect  account.  We  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  extract  from  thefe  narratives  whatever 
fhall  appear  to  us  of  the  mold  importance. 

Deccan. 

The  peninfula  within  the  Ganges,  denominated 
the  Weftern,  is  feparated  from  Hindoofcan  by  an 
ideal  line  extending  from  the  gulph  of  Cambay  to 
the  mouths  of  the  Ganges.  The  other  fides  are 
furrounded  by  the  Indian  fea.  Deccan  firft  claims 
our  attention. 

It  is  compofed  of  feveral  Hates,  which  originally 
were  governed  by  their  own  rajahs  or  kings.  The 
firft  known  expedition  of  -the  fovereigns  of  Delhi 
into  thefe  provinces  is  that  of  Mahmud  Shah  in 
1 264..  The  general  he  left  there  became- fo  power¬ 
ful,  that  his  fucceffor  made  himfelf  independent  of 
the  conqueror.  He  divided  his  dominions  into  eigh¬ 
teen  parts,  and  granted  the  government  to  an  equal 
number  of  his  captains,  whom  he  commanded  to 
build,  each  of  them,  a  palace  in  Badir,  his  capital, 
and  to  leave  him  one  of  their  fons  as  an  holtage. 
Too  powerful  to  continue  their  fidelity,  thefe  go¬ 
vernors  affumed  the  titles  of  fovereigns,  and  form¬ 
ed  principalities  of  more  or  lefs  extent,  which  in 
the  courfe  of  the  perpetual  wars  between  their 
poffeffors  were  confounded  and  intermingled. 
Thefe  commotions  enabled  the  Portuguefe  to  ob- 
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tain  a  footing  there,  and  it  was  in  that  province 
that  they  fixed  their  firft  and  their  mofl  rueful 
eflablifhments. 

Bisnagar. 

It  would  be  as  difficult  to  fix  the  boundaries  of 
Bifnagar  as  thofe  of  Deccan,  becaufe  wars  have 
continually  altered  its  limits.  We  mult  therefore 
be  fatisfied  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  forces  and 
riches  of  this  country,  which  is  denominated  an 
empire.  If  the  relations  given  us  be  not  exagger 
rated,  its  capital,  called  alfo  Bifnagar,  was  more 
than  twelve  leagues  in  circumference,  and  con¬ 
tained  feveral  hills  within  its  inclofure  ;  but  all 
the  buildings  were  of  clay  except  the  pagodas,  and 
three  palaces.  The  king  of  thefe  cottages  in 
1520^  covered  the  plains  and  mountains  with  an 
army,  compofed  of  thirty-five  thoufaiid  cavalry, 
feven  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  infantry, 
and  five  hundred  and  eighty-fix  elephants  who 
carried  towers  with  each  four  men.  In  the  rear 
of  this  army  followed  twelve  thoufand  water 
bearers,  and  twenty  thoufand  women  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  for  the  fervice. 

Merchants  of  every  nation  reforted  to  Bifnagar  5 
it  was  the  moll  famous  place  in  all  the  Eaft  for 
the  commerce  of  diamonds.  When  this  city  was 

J 

deftroyed  by  the  confederated  princes,  wh  1: 
the  emperor  at  the  age  of  ninety-fix,  in  1  c 
conquerors  fpent  five  months  in  fr  ?kr  ' 
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inhabitants  had  removed  the  moil  valuable  part  of 
the  booty.  During  the  fhort  interval  of  three 
days,  they  had  fent  away  fifteen  hundred  elephants 
laden  with  money  and  jewels,  to  the  amount  of 
an  hundred  millions,  without  counting  the  im¬ 
perial  throne  of  ineftimable  value,  defigned  for 
occafions  of  ceremony.  However,  the  pillagers 
Hill  found  a  diamond  the  fize  of  a  common  egg, 
which  fupported  the  egret  of  the  monarch’s  horfe  ; 
another  rather  lefs ;  and  a  variety  of  precious 
Rones  of  incredible  price.  This  fort  of  exaggera¬ 
tion  is  not  unfrequent  in  the  Indian  annals,  of 
which  we  fhall  fee  other  examples. 

The  foubah  of  Deccan,  fovereign  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  refides  in  the  city  of  Aurengabad,  with" 
out  fortifications  and  walls,  but  entirely  fliaded 
with  trees,  and  fituated  in  a  delightful  country. 
There  are  alfo  other  well-fupplied  cities  and  citadels. 
The  pagodas  of  Elora  are  juftly  famous.  They 
confifi  of  a  large  fpace  filled  with  tombs,  chapels, 
fpacious  temples,  and  an  infinite  number  of  figures 
cut  in  the  folid  rock  :  gigantic  labours,  which 
feem  to  mock  the  Rrength  of  mere  mortality,  and 
even  arreft  the  admiration  of  thofe  wrho  are  ac- 
cuRomed  to  contemplate  the  coloffal  Ratues  of 
Egypt !  The  Indians  of  thefe  countries  marry  their 
children  at  five  or  fix  years  old,  and  permit  the 
hufhand  to  cohabit  with  the  wife  as  foon  as  file  is 
eight  years  old,  and  he  ten ;  but  the  women  who 
become  mothers  fo  early  ceafe  being  fo  at  thirty, 
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and  already  bear^upon  their  brow  the  wrinkles  of 
old  age. 

Visiapour. 

The  pofition  of  the  kingdom  of  Vifiapour  will  be 
known  by  the  indication  of  its  chief  cities,  whofe 
names  are  almoft  all  familiar  to  the  Europeans. 

Thefe  are  Damor,  a  fortified  place  belonging  to 
the  Portuguele  ;  the  ifland  of  Salfette,  full  of  mo¬ 
numents  of  antiquity  carved  in  the  rock  ;  Bombay, 
the  beft  harbour  the  Englifh  poffefs  ;  the  ifland  of 
Goa,  where  the  Portuguefe  fleets  arrive.  The 
Dutch  have  confiderably  diminiflied  the  commerce 
of  the  latter  nation  on  this  coaft,  by  invading  a 
great  part  of  its  poffeffions.  The  Englifh  alfo  have 
increafcd  theirs,  by  extending  their  dominion  as  far 
as  Surat.  In  a  word,  the  laft  of  thefe  fhores  is  the 
territory  of  the  Mahrattas,  which  in  fome  parts 

defcends  as  far  as  the  ocean.  The  kingdom  of 

* 

Vifiapour,  after  having  for  a  long  feries  of  years 
been  governed  by  the  Patan  monarchs,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Aurengzebe.  It  was  a  prey  to  differ¬ 
ent  factions,  which  that  prince  turned  to  his  own 
intereff.  The  fovereigns  not  daring  to  confide  in 
their  countryman,  intruded  the  government  to 
fome  cafers  or  negroes,  fome  of  whom  raifed  them- 
felves  to  the  dignity  of  protestors  of  the  kingdom 
during  the  minorities  ;  but  the  nobles,  jealous  of 
the  influence  enjoyed  by  thefe  blacks,  revolted, 
and  formed  an  union  which  paved  the  way  for  the 

/ . 
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ufurpation  of  the  throne.  This  was  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  them,  becaufe  under  a  foreign  do¬ 
minion  they  could  more  fecurely  preferve  their 
power,  each  in  his  canton. 

MahraTtas. 

The  Mahrattas,  who  are  likewife  called  Gamins, 
inhabit  the  mountains  which  bound  Vifiapour,  the 
Carnatic,  and  fome  other  territories,  either  con¬ 
tiguous  to  the  Mogul  empire,  or  which  form  a 
part  of  it.  Thefe  mountains  are  fertile,  v^ry 
populous,  interfperfed  with  a  variety  of  plains  fur- 
rounded  by  dead  glens,  which  compofe  natural 
fortreffes  fuperior  to  thofe  of  art.  In  the  paflur- 
age,  which  crov/ns  the  heights,  great  numbers  of 
horfes  are  bred. 

Thus  the  principal  force  of  this  nation  lying  in 
their  cavalry,  renders  their  irruptions  into  the 
plains  as  hidden  as  they  are  impetuous.  There 
are  very  few  mahometans  among  them.  Their 
prevailing  religion  is  paganifm,  as  it  was  praCtifed 
by  their  anceflors,  the  ancient  Indians.  They  are 
governed  by  rajahs,  who  are  thought  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent  of  each  other,  or  members  of  a  fpecies  of 
federative  republic,  with  a  regency  or  council, 
to  which  their  common  interefts  are  referred  ;  but 
without  the  chief,  flippofmg  there  be  one,  or  the 
collective  body  of  the  fenate,  having  the  power' of 
exercifing  any  authority  over  the  people  fubjected 
to  each  rajah. 
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Such  is  nearly  the  idea  we  are  able  to  form  of 
the  Mahrattas,  who  fuffer  no  travellers  to  penetrate 
into  their  mountains  without  the  greatefl:  caution, 
and  who  are  only  known  by  their  ravages.  In  the 
time  of  Aurengzebe  they  had  a  celebrated  chief 
named  Sevaji,  as  treacherous  and  artful  a  man  as 
he  was  a  brave  foldier  and  good  general.  Woe 
to  thofe  who  trufted  to  his  apparent  candour  and 
fmcerity  !  He  one  day  wrote  to  Abdol  Khan, 
general  to  the  Icing  of  Vifiapour,  whofe  capacity 
he  dreaded,  that  he  would  not  think  of  attacking 
fo  able  a  man,  and  that  he  intreated  him  only  to 
grant  him  a  fafeguard  that  he  might  kifs  his  feet. 
The  too-confiding  Abdol  Khan  indicated  a  place  of 
rendezvous,  where  he  arrived  with  a  feeble  efcort, 
v  while  Sevaji  had  concealed  a  c,onfiderable  detach¬ 
ment.  The  rajah  approached,  admired  the  great 
man,  proflrated  himfelf  at  his  feet,  not  without 
betraying  fome  emotions  of  fear.  cc  Perhaps,’’ 
faid  he,  “  my  lord  means  to  deprive  me  of  life.” 
To  convince  him  of  the  contrary,  the  general  put 
his  fword  and  dagger  into  the  hands  of  his  page. 
Sevaji  inftantly  darted  on  him,  and  pierced  him  to 
the  heart.  He  depended  fo  much  on  the  fuccefs 
of  his  wiles,  that  he  once  wrote  to  a  Mogul  ge¬ 
neral  who  was  haraffing  his  rear  that  he  would 
advife  him  to  retreat,  for  that  fooner  or  later  lie 
would  fall  into  the  fnares  he  had  fpread  for  him ; 
and  the  Mogul  believed  him.  To  enable  him  the 
better  to  pillage  Surat,  which  he  called  his  trea- 
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fury,  he  went  in  perfon,  almolT  alone,  difguifed  as 
a  fakir,  into  the  city,  examined  its  palfages,  and 
fixed  his  plan  of  attack.  Sevaji  three  times  took 
pofleflion  of  this  city,  and  each  time  made  an 
enormous  booty.  That  he  might  the  more  quick¬ 
ly  arrive  there,  he  demanded  a  paffage  of  the  rajah 
of  Ramnagar,  who  willingly  granted  his  requeft. 
Sevaji  grew  weary  of  this  fpecies  of  fervitude,  and 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  rajah’s  dominions.  To 
thofe  who  reproached  him  with  this  act  of  perfidy, 
he  replied  :  <c  It  is  very  natural  that  I  Ihould  have 
“  the  keys  of  my  treafure.”  He  made  his  efcape 
from  Aurengzebe,  who  would  gladly  have  put  him 
to  death,  but  he  was  afraid  left  he  Ihould  irritate 
all  the  other  Mahratta  rajahs,  by  whom  he  was 
greatly  efteemed.  That  emperor  uled  to  call  him 
his  mountain  rat,  becaufe  he  had  the  art  of  bur¬ 
rowing  under  ground  when  in  danger  of  being 
taken.  This  captain  never  fought  except  he  w'ere 
unable  to  fucceed  by  ftratagern ;  and  his  certain 
blow',  his  never-failing  aim,  if  the  expreftion  may 
be  allow'ed,  was  money,  of  which  he  was  never 
fparing,  either  to  batter  down  walls,  open  a  way 
into  fortrefles,  and  to  turn  garrifons,  and  even  ar¬ 
mies,  againft  their  commanders.  Notwithftanding 
his  valour,  he  was  not  a  man  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
unneceflary  danger.  Finding  himfelf  purfued,  and 
ftngled  out  in  battle  by  the  fon  of  that  fame  Abdol 
whom  he  affaflinated,  who  called  out  to  him— 
“  This  way  traitor,  cowardly  Sevaji !”  he  turned 
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afide,  faying  very  coolly — “  He  is  a  ralh  youth ; 
“  let  fome  one  elfe  difpatch  him.”  The  fuccelfors 
of  this  rajah  are  become  very  powerful.  Under 
them  the  Mahrattas  have  driven  the  Moguls  far 
from  their  territory,  have  invaded  kingdoms,  and 
made  the  Europeans  tremble  for  their  eftablilh- 
ments. 

Golconda. 

Every  fpecies  of  fruit,  even  grapes,  of  which 
they  make  very  good  wine  ;  abundance  of  rice,  and 
other  grain,  which  is  gathered  twice  a  year  ;  mines 
of  diamonds  ;  fuch  are  the  riches  of  Golconda. 
Game  and  poultry  is  at  fo  low  a  price,  that  it  is 
more  frequently  given  than  fold.  This  climate  is 
not  extremely  healthy.  The  earth,  too  much  in¬ 
undated  by  hot  rains,  fends  forth  noxious  exhala¬ 
tions  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  thefe  continual 
humeftations  nourilh  the  germ  of  inexhauflible 
fecundity.  The  omrahs  announce  their  approach 
by  a  moll  aftonifhing  degree  of  pomp.  Never  do 
vhey  appear  in  a  city  without  being  preceded  by 
two  elephants  decorated  with  banners.  At  a  cer¬ 
tain  difhmce  march  fixty  horfemen,  followed  by 
others,  who  found  the  trumpet  and  play  the  fife. 
The  omrah  then  advances  on  horfeback,  furround- 
ed  by  footmen ;  one  carries  the  parafol  over  his 
mailer’s  head,  another  his  pipe ;  others  brulh 
away  the  flies ;  and  the  cavalcade  ends  with  two 
kettle-drummers  mounted  on  camels.  In  the  train 
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there  is  alfo  ufually  feen  a  palanquin,  in  which  the 
lord  reclines,  with  a  bouquet  in  his  hand,  fmoking 
his  pipe.  Their  riches  are  immenfe  :  one  has  been 
mentioned,  among  fome  others,  v/ho  poffeffed  four 
hundred  weight  of  diamonds. 

This  wealth  has  fometimes  rendered  them  maf- 
ters  of  the  throne ;  that  is  to  fay,  has  enabled 
them  to  raife  to  it  thofe  princes  whom  they  ima¬ 
gined  they  could  govern  with  moft  facility.  A 
king  whom  two  omrahs  gratified  with  the  fceptre 
in  that  view,  found  means  to  lhake  off  their  afcen- 
dancy,  without  their  being  able  to  tax  him  with 
ingratitude.  He  divided  the  authority  betryeen 
them,  in  the  perfuafion  that  they  would  not  be 
long  before  their  jealoufy  of  each  other  would  lead 
them  into  difputes ;  which  ihortly  happened.  Led 
they  Ihould  perceive  that  he  meditated  their  ruin, 
he  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the  pleafures  his  mi- 
nifters  were  inceffantly  preparing  for  his  amufe- 
ment ;  but  while  they  thought  him  plunged  in  the 
lethargy  of  voluptuoufnefs,  he  was  fecretly  acquir¬ 
ing  information  of  the  ftate  of  his  kingdom.  Their 
rivalry,  not  being  checked  by  the  king’s  authority, 
who  fhut  his  eyes  on  their  department,  broke  out 
into  perfonal  abufe.  They  permitted  themfelves, 
even  in  the  royal  palace,  fuch  fcandalous  alter¬ 
cations,  as  authorized  the  monarch  to  punifh  the 
one  and  expel  the  other,  and  to  recover  without 
any  tumult  or  effufion  of  blood  the  power  they  had 
ufurped.  Aurengzebe  obtained  poffeffion  of  this 
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"kingdom  towards  169.5.  Kings  again  have  ap¬ 
peared  there,  and  ftill  continue  to  exift. 

/ 

Ca  KARA. 

Canara.,  adjacent  to  the  mountains  called  Gauts,  Scft.  51. 
has  a  pure  air,  and  is  extremely  fertile.  Wild 
elephants  find  nourifhment  in  itg  i'orelts.  This 
country  to  the  prefent  day  has  been  under  the 
government  of  women.  The  queen  might  marry 
whom  fire  chofe  ;  but  the  hufband  never  inter¬ 
fered  with  the  adminiftration.  The  Canarins  are 
of  a  middle  fize,  a  tawny  complexion,  have  very 
little  beard,  wear  their  hair  long,  are  good  foldiers, 
and  combat  with  (kill.  They  have  an  order  of 
nobility,  called  naires.  Their  language  is  the 
fame  as  is  fpoken  along  the  whole  coaft.  The 
widows  of  the  naires  burn  themfelves,  except  the 
queen.  The  devotees  facrifice  themfelves  to  their 
gods,  by  caufing  themfelves  to  be  crufhed  to  death 
by  the  chariots  which  carry  them ;  or  to  be  cut  to 
pieces  by  the  hooks,  falchions,  fabres,  and  other 
fharp-edged  inflruments,  with  which  the  wheels  are 
armed.  There  is  great  freedom  allowed  in  this 
country.  Perfons  come  and  go  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  any  enquiry.  Theft  is  feverely  punifhed. 

There  are  numbers  of  Portuguefe  fpreaa  through¬ 
out  the  nation  ;  but  they  confift  of  the  very  re- 
fufe  of  the  populace,  and  their  priefls  are  the  dif- 
grace  of  Chriflianity. 
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Malabar. 

This  name  is  given  to  all  the  territory  weft  of 
cape  Comorin,  and  a  ftnall  part  of  the  eaftern 
fide,  extending  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
along  the  coaft,  and  thirty  on  an  average,  though 
fometimes  not  more  than  eight  or  ten,  inland :  but 
the  language  of  this  nation  is  fpoken  much  fur¬ 
ther  up  the  country,  a  proof  that  they  once  in¬ 
habited  the  interior  parts  as  a  powerful  people. 
The  air  is  very  falubrious.  The  foil,  which  is  rather 
fandy,  produces  excellent  fruits,  which  are  peculiar 
to  it ;  the  jakka,  of  a  prodigious  fize ;  the  man¬ 
go  ;  the  pepper  plant ;  the  cardamon,  a  feafoning 
much  efteemed  in  India ;  cinnamon,  but  inferior  to 
that  of  Ceylon  ;  fandal  wood,  caflia,  nux  vomica, 
iron,  fteel  ;  excellent  timber  for  (hipping  -7  great 
numbers  of  birds,  monkeys,  wild  deer  ;  very  vene- 
mous  fmall  ferpents ;  and  large  ones,  who  even 
fwallow  men  ;  but  they  are  feen  at  a  diftance,  and 
eafily  avoided,  becaufe  they  move  with  difficulty. 

There  are  not  any  villages.  All  the  houfes  in 
the  country  are  feparated,  and  from  the  top  of  a 
mountain  have  the  appearance  of  fcattered  mole¬ 
hills.  There  are  fome  fortified  towns.  The  Dutch 
are  very  powerful  here.  Some  Portuguefe,  as  de- 
fpicable  as  the  Canarins,  refide  here.  Both  the 
men  and  women  go  almoft naked.  Their  mar¬ 
riages  are  early. 
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All  their  kings  from  father  to  fon  bear  the 
name  of  Samorin.  Formerly  no  one  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  reign  more  than  twelve  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  term  he  was  obliged  himfelf  to 
cut  his  throat  on  a  fcaffold.  To  that  cuftom  an¬ 
other  has  fucceeded,  not  without  its  danger.  At 
the  fame  period  of  twelve  years,  a  great  feaft  takes 
place,  which  continues  many  days.  The  laft  four 
guefts,  whoever  they  may  be,  may  afpire  to  the 
crown  by  a  defperate  adion.  They  muft  make 
their  way  through  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  guards 
who  furround  the  Samorin,  and-  kill  him  in  his 
tent.  He  who  gives  him  a  mortal  wound  is  king. 
A  traveller  faw  one  of  thefe  candidates  penetrate 
into  the  prince’s  apartment  and  ftrike  at  him  ;  but 
he  was  mallacred.  The  Samorin  does  not  receive 
his  wife  until  (he  has  pafied  three  nights  with 
the  chief  prieffc  of  the  idols.  Many  of  the  naires 
fubmit  to  this  cuftom,  but,  unlike  their  king,  it 
is  optional  with  them.  Some  Jews  are  found  there, 
who  claim  their  defcent  from  the  tribe  of  Manaf- 
feh,  tranfported  by  Nebuchadnezzar  to  the  far- 
theft  extremity  of  his  vaft  empire.  They  became 
fo  powerful  as  to  buy,  it  is  faid,  the  little  kingdom 
of  Cranganor,  which  conftitutes  a  part  of  the  Sa- 
morin’s  dominions,  and  which  they  adually  inhabit 
as  his  fubjeds. 

The  water  of  this  country  is  extremely  un- 
wholefome,  and  caufes  the  legs  to  fwell.  It  is 
reported  that  there  is  a  harbour  of  {lime  or  mud, 
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unlike  any  other  in  the  world.  It  lies  near  cape 
Comorin,  and  is  a  flat  fhore  of  about  a  league  in 
extent,  where  the  flood  rufhes  in  with  impetuofity 
at  high  water,  and  lofes  itfelf  as  in  a  fieve,  leav¬ 
ing  the  fnips  in  a  foft  bed,  fcarcely  fenflble  of  the 
flighted;  agitation  :  another  tide  will  bring  them 
back  again.  At  the  farthed  extremity  of  the  cape, 
which  does  not  exceed  three  leagues  in  extent, 
two  feafons  are  united.  In  this  neck  of  land  a 
range  of  mountains,  running  longitudinally,  fepa- 
rates  dimmer  and  winter,  by  ferving  as  a  barrier 
againd  the  cold  winds,  and  hot  winds,  that  alter¬ 
nately  blow ;  but  we  ihould  be  too  credulous  im¬ 
plicitly  to  give  credit  to  the  relations  of  thofe  travel¬ 
lers  who  relate,  that  in  the  fame  garden,  of  “  five 
4C  hundred  paces  fquare,  the  trees  are  loaded  with 
<c  fruit  and  blofloms  on  one  fide,  while  on  the 
s<  other  they  are  dripped  of  all  their  leaves.” 

The  Malabars  are  black,  but  not  fo  ugly  as 
the  Africans.  They  are  finely  formed  ;  prefer 
little  women  to  tall  ones.  They  are  treacherous, 
yet  notwithdanding  fhudder  at  the  idea  of  poifoning. 
Patience  is  their  chief  virtue,  but  dill  it  mud  not  be 
put  to  too  fevere  trials :  however,  they  never  feek 
revenge  but  by  honourable  means.  They  are  divid¬ 
ed  into  tribes — that  of  the  princes,  the  clergy,  the 
naires,  the  Ihopkeepers,  and  the  labourers  and 
workmen.  The  crown  is  hereditary  ;  but  not  in 
a  dire£t  line :  it  defcends  to  the  mod  aged  of  the 
princes ;  therefore  it  is  unufual  to  fee  a  young  fo- 
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tfereign.  On  his  afcending  the  throne  he  creates 
a  prime-minifter,  on  whom  devolves  the  whole 
care  of:  the  adminiftration  without  referve.  The 
king  is  only  known  to  exilt  from  the  pomp  which 
furrounds  him  when  he  goes  out.  The  fame  often- 
tation  in  proportion  attends  the  progrefs  of  the 
princes  and  princelfes. 

The  clergy  are  very  powerful.  Some  of  their 
chiefs  are  fovereigns  as  well  in  temporal  as  infpiritual 
concerns.  They  influence  the  government.  The 
ecclefialtics  of  the  fecond  clafs  confine  themfelves 
to  religion.  There  are  pofleflions  appropriated  to 
this  tribe :  in  it  alfo  are  comprized  the  magicians, 
who  are  held  in  great  veneration.  The  naires 
follow  the  profeflion  of  arms,  and  are  not  rich ; 
but  their  fidelity  may  be  depended  on  by  thofe  who 
employ  them  as  an  efcort  in  travelling.  Never 
do  they  either  abandon  or  betray  thofe  they  at¬ 
tend  ;  and  if  unfortunately  any  one  under  their 
protection  were  to  be  killed,  they  would  not  fur- 
vive  him;  for  if  they  did,  they  would  be  branded  as 
cowards.  In  the  laft  tribe  is  found  a  wretched  caff, 
called  Poulichis.  All  intercourfe  with  the  other 
tribes  is  forbidden  them.  They  are  permitted  nei¬ 
ther  to  build  houfes  nor  to  clothe  themfelves  in 
cloth.  They  cover  themfelves  with  leaves,  or 
with  Hubble,  fattened  together  with  firings,  and 
live  in  holes  in  the  earth,  or  in  trees  ;  and  even 
thofe  mull  be  at  a  diltance  from  inhabited  places, 
and  cultivated  fields.  When  they  fee  any  one  ap- 
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proaching,  they  howl  like  dogs  to  make  them 
turn  away,  or  elfe  flee  with  all  fpeed  left  they 
fliould  be  killed  by  thofe  who  Ihould  be  expofed 
to  breathe  the  fame  air  as  they.  They  run’ with 
great  agility,  and  are  very  good  hunters.  In  fa£t, 
that  is  their  only  refource.  The  caufe  is  not  known 
that  originally  configned  an  entire  race  of  men  to 
fo  cruel  an  humiliation. 

In  Malabar,  independently  of  the  religion  com¬ 
mon  to  all  India,  which  will  be  noticed,  every  in¬ 
dividual  creates  his.  own  divinity,  as  a  tree,  a  dog, 
or  ferpent.  It  is,  perhaps,  a  conlequence  of  the 
dogma  of  the  metempfychofts,  which  is  generally 
adopted.  They,  however,  believe  in  one  only 
fupreme  God.  Their  pagodas,  or  temples,  are 
gloomy,  and  blackened  with  the  continual  fmoke 
of  the  lamps.  The  diftinctions  between  the  calls 
are  rigoroufly  obferved.  There  are  corporal  pu- 
nilhments  for  the  fuperior  ranks  who  degrade 
themfelves  by  low  alliances,  as  well  as  for  the  in¬ 
ferior  who  afpire  too  high.  The  pride  of  birth  is 
no-where  carried  to  fo  ridiculous  an  extravagance. 
The  upper  tribes  not  only  would  refufe  to  eat  and 
drink  with  thofe  beneath  them,  they  would  not  even 
tafte  of  food  prepared  by  them,  or  drink  water 
from  the  fame  wells.  Both  fexes  are  uncovered 

from  the  head  to  the  waift.  The  women  adorn 

% 

themfelves  with  jewels,  which  they  profufely  wear 
on  every  part  of  their  bodies,  and  ftretch  their 
ears,  that  they  may  wear  the  more.  They  here 
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make  themfelves  amends  for  the  other  fpecies  of 
polygamy,  and  are  allowed  to  have  a  dozen  huf- 
bands.  The  children  all  belong  to  the  mo¬ 
ther’s  tribe,  for  it  would  be  difficult  for  them  to 
know  the  fathers.  So  many  hufbands  exempts 
them  from  the  neceffity  of  burning  themfelves. 

The  fmalleft  theft  is  puniffied  with  lofs  of  life. 
There  are  not  any  prifons.  The  criminal  is  chained, 
and  remains  where  he  is  till  judgment  is  paft, which  is 
not  long.  The  fentence  of  death  can  be  pronounced 
by  the  king  only,  and  is  without  appeal.  The  firft 
man  who  chances  to  pafs,  even  one  of  the  chief 
nobility,  is  obliged  to  execute  it.  ‘Any  perfon  who 
cannot  make  another  pay  what  he  owes  him,  has 
recourfe  to  a  judge.  He  fends  an  officer  with  a 
little  flick,  who  draws  a  circle  round  the  debtor, 
and  orders  him  in  the  king’s  name  not  to  pafs  it, 
until  the  creditor  is  fatisfied.  If  he  wrere  to  in¬ 
fringe  the  command,  he  would  fuffer  death.  They 
write  on  large  leaves  of  reeds,  which  grow  in  their 
fwamps.  Thefe  are  ftrung  together,  dried  in  the 
fmoke,  carefully  put  by,  and  preferve  the  Writing 
for  a  length  of  time.  The  Malabar  language  is 
fpoken  in  all  the  interior  part  of  the  peninfula  ^ 
and  even  as  far  as  the  Maidive  illands.  The  Ma- 
labars  are  well  armed,  and  exercife  themfelves  in 
fencing.  Ordeals  by  duel  and  fire  are  common. 
Thofe  who  do  not  rob  on  land  are  great  pirates, 
glory  in  it,  and  treat  their  prifoners  extremely  ill. 
Slavery  is.  a  very  hard  ftate  among  them,  Ther^ 
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are  hofpitals  belonging  to  their  temples  where 
the  poor  are  received  and  fed,  and  polfeffions 
which  are  called  facred  that  are  appropriated  to 
them.  It  is  forbidden  under  pain  of  death 
to  fhed  blood  there,  even  in  the  laft  extremi¬ 
ty,  and  in  defenfe  of  life  ;  the  law  in  this  re^ 
fpe£t  is  fo  rigid,  that  if  the  criminal  efcaped,  his 
nearefl  relation  would  be  fubftituted.  The  altars 
in  their  pagodas  are  never  flained  with  gore, 
their  offerings  are  compofed  of  fruit,  provifions, 
and  every  inanimate  thing.  Their  idols  are  ex¬ 
tremely  numerous,  and  very  fmgular  ;  it  would 
frequently  be  difficult  to  divine  what  they  repre- 
fent,  except  the  fun  and  moon.  Their  feflivals 
are  pompous ;  they  confifl  of  proceffions,  preceded 
by  fails,  but  pradtifed  only  by  the  priefls.  The 
Malabars  approach  their  king  with  the  fame  vene¬ 
ration  they  do  their  gods.  In  fuch  high  refpecc  do 
they  confider  old  age,  that  a  man  dares  not  fit  down 
♦  in  the  prefence  of  his  fenior. 

A  traveller  who  fhould  have  to  traverfe  the  coafl 
from  the  gulph  of  Cambay  to  Cape  Comorin 
would  be  neither  furprized  nor  interefled  by  the 
cufloms  he  would  find  in  Malabar,  becaufe  they 
are  nearly  alike  ;  confequently  it  would  be  ufelefs, 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  peninfula,  to  defcribe  to  the 
reader  the  tranfaftions  of  the  other  kingdoms  and 
provinces  which  remain  to  be  mentioned.  Ma¬ 
dura  has  a  king.  There  are  pearls  found  in  its 
feas.  In  Mafava  there  is  a  very  extraordinary 
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bridge,  if  a  continuity  of  rocks  may  thus  be  nam¬ 
ed,  which  appear  to  be  hewn  for  a  length  of  way 
to  join  the  ifland  of  Ramanancor  to  the  continent. 
Some  of  them  are  eighteen  feet  in  diameter. 

As  in  fome  countries  all  amazing  productions 
are  afcribed  to  the  devil,  fo  the  Indians  conftantly, 
with  greater  reafon,  fay  that  this  was  conilruCted 
by  the  gods.  At  Tranquebar  is  a  Danilh  colony, 
the  refidence  of  fome  very  learned  and  zealous 
miffionaries.  In  the  Carnatic  lie  Pondicherry  and 
Madras  ;  whofe  rivalry  have  but  too  frequently 
given  rife  to  obftinate  and  ruinous  wars,  which 
avenge  the  Indians  for  European  ufurpations.  The 
province  of  Ikkery,  the  kingdom  of  Myfore,  the 
*  province  of  Orilfa,  are  very  agreeably  fituated,  have 
no  fixed  government,  and  often  belong  to  the  firft 
occupiers.  The  Mahrattas  have  fometimes  remain¬ 
ed  there  for  a  time. 

In  the  Myfore  refide  the  Malayans,  a  humane 
people,  rather  as  tributaries  than  fubjeCts.  -They 
are  divided  into  villages,  which  have  each  its  judge. 
Their  fellivals  are  cheerful,  in  which  their  young 
girls  play  on  the  flute,  the  flageolet,  and  the  tabor. 
The  Malayans  have  only  one  wife  at  a  time,  and 
pay  the  greatefl:  refpeCt  to  the  tombs  of  their  an- 
ceftors.  They  eafily  become  chriftians,  if  perfuad- 
ed  to  it. 
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Religion  of  the  Hindoos. 

Did  not  the  Hindoos  occupy  fo  remarkable  at 
portion  of  the  globe,  we  fhould  not  have  been  de- 
firous  of  preferving  the  memory  of  thofe  ridiculous 
abfur  dities,  which  are  the  foundation  of  their  re¬ 
ligion,  and  difhonourable  to  the  human  mind. 
But  thefe  flights  of  the  imagination  are  the  dog¬ 
mas,  the  chimeras  of  a  great  nation ;  they,  there^ 
fore,  ought  to  find  a  place  in  the  hiftory  <of  the 
world.  We  will,  however,  take  the  precaution 
of  feparating  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to 
confound  the  opinions  adopted  by  the  reflecting 
part  of  the  nation,  with  thofe  blindly  followed  by 
the  commonalty. 

The  dobtrines  of  the  Hindoos  are  contained  in 
four  volumes  brought  from  heaven,  confequently 
facred.  The  firft  treats  of  the  origin  of  all  things, 
the  nature  of  God,  of  the  foul,  of  good  and  evil  ; 
the  fecond,  of  fovereigns ;  the  third,  of  ethics ; 
the  fourth,  of  religious  rites  and  ceremonies ;  but 
this  unfortunately  is  loft.  The  bramins,  who  are 
already  extremely  powerful,  fay  that  if  the  fourth 
exifted  they  fliould  be  much  more  fo.  The  peo¬ 
ple  are  not'  acquainted  with  thefe  books :  they  are 
not  publicly  read :  but  there  are  others  in  common 
life,  that  treat  of  the  popular  theology,  which  is 
polytheifm. 

The  Almighty  God,  inclined  to  manifeft  jiig 
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excellence,  created  four  elements — earth,  air,  fire, 
and  water.  He  waved  a  great  reed  acrofs.  the 
water,  and  there  came  forth  an  egg,  which  he 
placed  in  the  midfi:  of  the  firmament,  and  called 
the  lower  w'orld.  There  he  created  a  fun,  a 
moon,  ftars,  every  kind  of  animal,  a  man  and 
woman,  who  produced  four  fons,  each  having 
difpofitions  analagous  to  the  four  elements.  Bra- 
ma,  of  a  terreftrial  conftitution,  and  confequent- 
ly  melancholy,  was  chofen  to  give  laws  and  pre¬ 
cepts  to  mankind,  for  which  his  grave  and  fe- 
rious  temper  was  well  fuited.  Cutteri,  with  a 
fiery  temperament,  had  a  martial  foul.  To  him 
was  afligned  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  and 
in  his  hands  is  a  fword,  the  fymbol  of  victory  and 
empire.  Shudderi,  phegmatic,  mild,  and  tradable, 
of  the  nature  of  water,  and  deftined  for  commerce. 

x 

To  him  they  have  given  fcales  and  weights.  Wife 
or  Weys,  volatile  as  air,  received  a  genius  for  in¬ 
vention.  He  carries  a  bafket  full  of  tools.  God 
created  each  of  them  a  wife,  and  placed  thefe  wives 
in  the  four  corners  of  the  world.  They  went  in 
fearch  of  them,  and  thus  peopled  the  four  parts. 
Their  defcendants  became  corrupted,  and  drew  on 
themfelves  celeftial  wrath,  which  burft  on  them  in 
tempefts,  and  an  univerfal  deluge.  Their  bodies 
were  deflroyed,  but  their  fouls  were  received  into 
the  bofom  of  the  Almighty. 

That  he  might  not  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  creation, 
the  Deity  determined  to  renovate  the  human  race 
by  the  means  of  three  perfons  more  perfect  than 
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the  firft.  He  defcended  on  a  mountain,  and  faid : 
“  Rife  Bremaw,  the  firft  of  creatures  of  the  fecond 
“  age.”  Bremaw  (or  Brama)  appeared,  and  adored 
his  Creator.  Viftnou  and  Rudderi  alfo  arofe  from 
the  bofom  of  the  earth.  God  afligned  each  of 
them  a  function.  To  Bremaw  the  power  of  cre¬ 
ating,  to  Viftnou  that  of  preferving,  and  to  Rud¬ 
deri,  of  deftroying.  He  is  the  lord  of  death,  and 
of  all  phyfical  evils.  In  his  hand  is  feen  whatever 
may  be  conhdered  a  punilhment  for  fin.  Bre¬ 
maw  becoming  penetrated  with  his  creative  facul¬ 
ty,  was  feized  in  every  part  of  his  body  with 
violent  pains.  His  belly  fwelled  j  he  felt  excru¬ 
ciating  tortures,  until  the  burthen  at  length  forced 
a  paifage  through  both  his  fides,  and  there  came 
forth  twins  of  different  fexes.  They  produced 
three  couples,  who  peopled  the  weft,  the  north, 
and  the  fouth.  Viftnou  provided  for  their  fub- 
fiftence  and  prefervation  ;  and  Rudderi  diftributed 
the  fcourges  of  ficknefs  and  death,  in  proportion 
as  mankind  drew  on  themfelves  thefe  evils  by  their  x 
corruption  and  vices ;  but  that  they  might  avoid 
them,  the  Almighty  once  more  defcended  on  the 
mountain,  and  from  the  bofom  of  an  obfcure 
cloud,  from  which  fhone  forne  rays  of  his  glory, 
he  gave  Bremaw  a  book  of  precepts,  and  enjoined 
him  to  teach  them  to  mankind. 

This  volume  is  divided  into  three  parts.  The 
firft  contains  the  moral  law,  and  the  explanation 
of  each  precept  :  the  fecond,  the  ceremonial  law. 
In  the  third  the  human  race  is  fubdivided  into 
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tribes ;  and  here  are  given  the  rules  prefcribed  to 
each  of  them.  Eight  commandments  conftitute 
the  moral  law.  iff,  An  inhibition  againft  killing 
any  living  creature,  becaufe  it  has  a  foul  as  well 
as  man.  2d,  Againft  looking  at,  or  liftening  to, 
what  is  evil ;  fpeaking  ill,  eating  flelh,  and  touch¬ 
ing  any  unclean  thing.  3d,  Prefcribes  the  time 
and  manner  of  adoration.  4th,  Forbids  lying  with 
an  intention  of  deceiving  others,  either  in  com¬ 
merce,  bargains,  or  contracts.  The  5th  com¬ 
mands  beneficence  towards  every  one,  efpecially 
towards  the  poor.  By  the  6th  all  oppreffion,  either 
diredly  Or  indiredly,  is  prohibited.  The  7th  re¬ 
gulates  the  feftivals,  orders  their  being  enjoyed 
free  from  excefs,  and  preceded  by  falls  and  prayers. 
Laftly,  the  8th  forbids  every  fpecies  of  theft,  the 
appropriation  of  whatever  has  been  intrufted  by 
virtue  of  any  office,  and  enjoins  the  being  fatisfied 
with  the  falaries  appointed  ;  for  no  one  has  a 
right  to  that  which  is  the  property  of  another. 

Then  follow  the  ceremonial  laws,  which  confift 
in  ablutions,  anointings,  proftrations,  the  times  and 
modes  of  which  are  particularized.  There  are  faints 
to  be  invoked  on  different  occafions.  Some  of 
them  prefide  over  marriages,  others  over  journeys, 
commerce,  maladies,  and  battles.  When  we  view 
the  creatures,  they  fay,  efpecially  of  the  fun  and 
moon,  which  they  call  the  eyes  of  the  deity,  they 
aired  our  attention  towards  the  Creator.  The  third 
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part  of  the  facred  book  is  filled  with  obfervations 
on  the  diftincfions  of  tribes. 

Notwithflanding  the  wifdom  of  the  precepts, 
and  the  duties  prefcribed  for  their  obfervance,  the 
human  race  is  corrupted  three  times ;  in  defpite 
of  the  care  of  Viftnou,  the  preferver,  and  not- 
withftanding  his  entreaties,  God  commanded  Rud¬ 
der!,  the  deftroyer,  to  let  loofe  the  winds,,  to  call 
up  the  waters  from  the  bottomlefs  abyfs,  and 
the  world  was  reduced  to  a  chaos.  All  the  hu¬ 
man  race  perifhed,  except  one  juft  man,  named 
Koli,  who  was  preferved,  and  renovated  it.  At 
that  era  the  miftion  of  Bremaw  the  inftruftor  and 
Rudderi  the  deftroyer  was  at  an  end.  They 
were  tranllated  to  heaven  into  the  bofom  of  God. 
There  only  remained  .Viftnou  the  preferver,  who 
will  alfo  be  recalled  thither  at  the  termination  of 
this  age,  and  at  that  laft  cataftrophe  the  world  will 
be  confirmed  bv  fire.  In  the  divifion  of  the  calls 

J 

between  the  defcendants  of  Koli,  a  remarkable 
change  took  place.  God  hurled  deftruction  on 
the  cutteris,  or  warriors,  they  being  too  wicked, 
and  replaced  them  by  the  rajahs,  or  rajahpoots, 
whom  he  drew  from  the  order  of  the  bramins. 
Such  is  the  primitive  theology  of  the  Hindoos, 
which  is  probably  preferved  by  the  learned,  but 
which  in  the  populace  has  degenerated  into  poly- 
theifin. 

Truth  is  unity  ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  error 
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isdifficultto  flop.  Asfoon  therefore  as  the  Indians 
acknowledged  more  than  one  god,  they  fell  into 
every  kind  of  abfurdity  relative  to  the  generation, 
power,  character,  inclinations,  diffenfions,  and 
combats,  of  thefe  gods.  The  three  fird  are  Brama, 
Viftnou,  and  Ruddiren,  or  llhuren.  The  inferior 
to  them  are  their  wives,  children,  and  favourites, 
who,  however,  are  alfo  gods,  forming  the  fecond 
clafs.  The  third  is  compofed  of  fentas  ;  a  fpe- 
cies  of  angels,  charged  with  the  care  of  the 
univerfe.  The  fourth,  of  alhurens,  giants,  and 
evil  demons,  who  likewife  partake  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  divinity.  To  decypher  the  lineage 
of  thefe  gods  would  be  a  labour,  of  which  the 
Hindoos,  even  the  mod  expert,  are  incapable. 
On  the  felf-creation  of  thefe  £ods,  or  their  £e- 
nerations  from  one  another,  on  their  irrefiftible 
power,  and  their  other  qualities,  each  cad,  and 
one  may  fay  each  individual  of  a  cad,  has  his 
feparate  opinion,  which  is  either  encouraged  or 
otherwife  by  the  chiefs,  according  to  their  inte- 
red.  We  will  confine  ourfelves  to  the  principal 
fadls  relative  to  thefe  abfurd  deities,  without 
taking  any  great  pains  in  corredling  them. 
What  imports  it  that  we  are  midaken  with  re- 
fpeft  to  errors?  There  is  one  thing  worthy  re¬ 
mark,  that  even  the  mod  enthufiadic  polythe- 
ids,  in  recurring  to  the  origin  of  things,  always 
fet  out  with  one  only  principle,  which  they  can 
find  no  manner  of  defining  ;  and  which  will 


44-6 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


always  continue  a  myftery  to  the  human  under-  - 
ftanding. 

Water  alone  co-exifted  with  God.  He  made 
a  leaf  of  a  tree  in  the  form  of  a  child  float 
upon  it,  whence  Brama  came  forth.  God  gave 
him  the  power  of  creating  the  univerfe.  Others 
pretend  that  it  was  not  to  him,  but  Viftnou, 
whofe  origin  is  very  obfcure,  to  whom  was  given 
the  power  of  creating.  A  wray  was  imagined  to 
reconcile  them,  by  faying  that  Brama  creates, 
and  Viftnou  preferves.  Ifhuren,  placed  between, 
reconciles  them  when  they  difagree,  and  even 
puniflies  them  if  they  refift.  Thus,  on  fuch 
an  occafion,  he  cut  off  one  of  Brama’s  heads, 
who,  however,  ftill  poflefles  four.  Brama  refides 
in  the  higheft  of  the  eight  heavens,  neareft  to  the 
abode  of  God.  He  has  had  two  wives,  who  have 
produced  him  a  multitude  of  children.  Of  this 
number  is  Kafliopa,  the  father  of  the  good  and 
bad  angels.  With  refpedi  to  his  fon  Sagatra, 
who  had  no  lefs  than  five  hundred  heads,  and  a 
thoufand  arms,  he  is  born  of  the  blood  which 
flowed  when  Ithuren  cut  off  one  of  his  father’s 
heads. 

Viftnou,  whom  the  care  of  the  world  would 
have  too  much  employed,  has  created  adminiftra- 
tors.  It  was  to  him  that  the  facred  book  called 
Vedam,  containing  all  thefe  fine  things,  was 
brought  in  a  fhell.  He  has  had  millions  of 
wives.  His  two  conftant  ones  who  never  forfake 
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him  are:  Lefhimi,  the  goddefs  of  fortune,  thought 
to  be  the  Indian  Venus,  found  in  a  large  rofe, 
on  a  fea  of  milk.  The  other  Pagoda,  the  mother 
of  the  gods.  The  firft  is  continually  fcratching 
her  fpoufe’s  head  ;  the  fecond  rubbing  his  feet 
which  (he  holds  in  her  lap.  With  fo  many 
wives  he  has  only  had  three  fons,  and  one  of 
them  was  born  of  the  blood  that  iffued  from  a 
wound  in  his  finger. 

Viftnou  is  celebrated  for  his  ten  metamor- 
phofes,  or  incarnations.  The  motive  and  end 
of  each  is  both  ufelefs  and  extravagant :  they 
do  not  however  appear  fuch  to  the  Indians. 
The  firft  time  he  transformed  himfelf  into  a 
fifh,  to  draw  the  Vedam  from  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean;  the  fecond,  into  a  tortoife,  to  burrow 
under  ground  to  go  in  queft  of  ambrofia.  The 
third,  into  a  hog,  in  purfuit  of  an  enormous 
giant  who  had  rolled  up  the  earth  like  a  fheet  of 
paper,  and  had  carried  it  off  on  his  fhoulders 
into  the  infernal  regions.  Viftnou  catches  him, 
retakes  the  earth,  but  being  unable  to  fet  it  up¬ 
right,  addrefies  himfelf  to  a  tiny  faint  about  an 
inch  high  who  replaces  it.  The  fea  thinks  pro¬ 
per  to  ridicule  this  pigmy :  he  fwallows  it  up 
entirely,  and  difgorges  it  back  through  his  nof- 
trils;  and  hence  is  it  that  it  is  fait.  The  fourth  time 
he  w7as  transformed  into  a  monfter,  half  man  and 
.half  lion,  to  punifh  a  giant  who  had  ufurped  the 
whole  earth.  The  fifth,  into  a  mendicant  bramin, 
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to  attack  a  fubaltern  god  named  Mavali,  who  alfo 
was  the  ufurper  of  the  world.  Viftnou  afked 
him  only  for  three  feet  of  ground  to  build  a  hut 
on.  Mavali  grants  his  requeft.  Viftnou  refts  one 
foot  on  this  fpot  of  land,  and  becomes  a  mighty 
giant  who  with  the  other  foot  covers  the  reft  of 
the  earth,  and  thus  wrefts  it  from  the  domination 
ot  Mavali.  However,  he  kindly  confoles  him, 
'by  making  him  porter  of  paradife. 

The  fixth  'time  Viftnou  transforms  himfelf 
into  a  beautiful  child,  and  cuts  off  his  mother’s 
head.  The  father  is  killed  by  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  puiffant  Cutteri,  to  whom  he  had  refufed 
the  white  cow  of  abundance.  To  avenge  him, 
Viftnou  exterminates  the  whole  race  of  the 
Cutteris.  The  father  and  mother  revive,  and 
have  a  fon  named  Ram,  which  is  the  branch  of 
the  Rajahs.  The  feventh  time,  under  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  R.am,  Viftnou  flays  a  giant  who 
had  ten  heads  and  twenty  arms,  purfues  the 
ravifhers  of  his  lifter  to  the  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
where  he  paffes  over  a  bridge  of  flying  ftones. 
The  eight  time,  Viftnou  takes  the  figure  of 
Kriftna,  a  truely  waggifh  fpark,  who  lies  with 
effrontery,  fteals  the  milk  people’s  pails  to  put 
them  to  a  nonplus,  and  hides  the  women’s  clothes 
while  they  are  bathing  to  fee  them  naked. 
But  after  thefe  youthful  frolics  he  becomes  a 
god  of  importance  -3  cures  diforders,  raifes  the 
dead,  changes  huts  into  palaces,  dethrones 
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tyrants,  reinftates  depofed  kings,  punifhes  op- 
preflbrs,  and  relieves  the  oppreffed.  Some  fliep- 
herds  who  had  made  him  their  king  he  multi¬ 
plies  to  ah  hundred  and  fixty  millions.  They; 
grow  wicked  :  Kriftna  engages  them  in  quarrels 
among  themfelves.  They  deftroy  each  other. 
Kritlna  preferves  lixteen  thoufand  women, whom 
he  carries  with  him  into  heaven  to  keep  him 
company.  Though  all  the  earth  were  of  paper, 
fay  the  Hindoos,  it  would  be  infufficient  to  write 
all  the  miracles  of  Kriftna.  In  his  ninth  tranf- 
formation,  Viftnou  took  the  figure  ofBodha.  He 
remains  on  earth  in  that  form,  which  is  entirely 
human.  He  employs  his  whole  time  in  prayer, 
without  working  any  miracles.  When  he  fnall 
have  thus  paked  thirty-four  thoufand  and  thirty 
years,  he  will  difappear.  This  Bodha  is  the  god 
Fo,  who  is  adored  by  more  than  the  half  of  Alia, 
who  refides  at  Limi  in  Great  Thibet,  under  a 
human  form,  and  is  reputed  never  to  die,  be- 
caufe  he  is  renewed.  The  tenth  and  laft  meta- 
fnorphofis  is  not  yet  accomplifhed.  Viftnou 
is  to  appear  on  a  winged  white  horfe.  This 
Indian  pegafus  hands  upright  in  heaven  on  thrse 
legs.  At  the  inftant  decreed  by  the  Almighty, 
the  horfe  will  let  fall  his  fufpended  hoof,  and 
ftrike  the  earth  with  fuch  amazing  force  that 
the  ferpent  Signana,  unable  to  fupport  the 
world,  will  retire.  The  tortoife,  feeling  all  the 
weight  thrown  on  his  back,  will  plunge  into 
VOL,  v. 
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the  fea,  and  drown  the  earth.  Thus  will  he 
terminated  the  laft  age,  and  the  firft  will  recom¬ 
mence,  but  there  will  be  no  refurre&ion. 

Ifhuren  is  as  extraordinary  a  being  as  Viftnou. 
Like  him,  he  has  very  lingular  metamorphofes 
and  firange  adventures,  which  would  convey 
nothing  amuling  after  thofe  already  related, 
becaufe,  except  fome  trivial  circumflances,  they 
are  fimilar  to  each  other.  They  confift  of 
journeys  through  the  air,  defeats  of  giants, 
heads  with  fix  faces,  others  with  three  eyes 
one  of  which  confumes  whatever  it  looks  ony 
and  eaufes  women’s  attire  to  fall  off.  He  be¬ 
comes  a  mendicant  during  twenty-four  years, 
and  is  the  patron  of  the  wandering  joghis  and 
fakirs.  He  fends  his  daughter  to  a  feaft,  de¬ 
corates  her  with  the  ferpents  with  which  he  is 
ufually  furrounded,  his  parafol  of  peacocks* 
feathers,  a  chain  of  human  bones  over  a  tiger’s 
Ikin,  and  an  elephant’s  hide.  He  is  highly 
offended  that  the  guelts,  among  whom  were 
Brama  and  Viftnou,  fhould  laugh  at  this  motley 
accoutrement.  He  determines  to  punilh  them 
for  the  affront  offered  his  daughter,  but  they 
make  their  efcape,  leaving  the  fun  and  moon  at 
his  mercy.  He  dafnes  out  one  of  the  former’s 
teeth,  and  gives  the  moon  fo  complete  a  beating 
that  fome  of  the  bruifes  ftiil  remain. 

Ifhuren  is  the  Priapus  of  India,  the  god  of 
lewdnefs;  to  this  quality  he  joins  thofe  of  dug- 
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gard  and  glutton,  which  do  not  degrade  the 
former.  The  wives'  he  chofe  equalled  him  in 
lubricity  ;  two  among  them,  at  the  fight  of  fome 
monkeys  and  elephants  which  approached  them, 
entreated  him  to  transform  them  and  himfelf. 
From  this  commerce  was  born  a  monkey  and  an 
elephant.  Every  part  of  him  is  fruitful.  From 
fome  humidity  he  let  fall  on  the  earth  fprung 
a  palm-tree,  whofe  liquor  was  fo  agreeable  to 
him,  that  he  returned  to  the  wood;  and  fre¬ 
quently  came  back  drunk ;  his  wife  watched  him, 
and  intoxicated  herfelf  likewife  j  and  hence  is  it 
that  Ifhuren  is  continually  dancing.  Thefe  in- 
decent  abfurdities  would  have  been  omitted,  if 
it  were  not  neceffary  to  mention  the  author  of 
the  impure  worfhip  of  the  Lingam.  This  is  the 
refemblance  of  the  fexual  parts  of  a  man  and 
woman.  They  are  placed  in  the  country  and 
in  their  temples ;  and  to  fuch  a  degree  do  they 
carry  their  extravagant  notions,  that  newly 
married  couples  are  taken  to  fome  of  thofe 
priapi,  where  the  hufbands  return  thanks  to 
th$fe  infamous  deities.  The  women  wear  the 
lingam  round  their  neck,  ornamented  with  pre¬ 
cious  ftones  ;  the  moft  devout,  whatever  is  their 
rank,  in  fome  diftrifts,  not  content  with  the  re¬ 
femblance,  run  out  to  meet  the  fakirs,  as  foon 
as  they  hear  the  tinkling  bell,  and  proftrate 
tbemfelves  before  thefe  men  deftitute  of  every 
covering.  The  worfhip  of  the  lingam  is  very 
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fervent  in  Malabar,  and  beyond  it.  With  thefe 
three  firft  gods,  Br.ama,  Viftnou,  and  Ifhuren, 
their  children  are  acknowledged  of  the  fecond 
rank,  and  the  children  of  the  latter,  of  the  third. 
The  imaginations  and  interefts  of  the  priefts 
have  multiplied  them  to  infinity,  and  always 
with  the  fame  abfurdities. 

The  pagodas  have  three  divifions;  the  firft 
open  to  every  comer,  the  fecond  full  of  fright¬ 
ful  idols,  the  third  the  fanctuary  of  the  god. 
The  priefts  *  only  enter  the  two  Jaft  ;  their 
offerings  are  rice,  fruits,  gold,  fiiver,  pre¬ 
cious  wood.  Lights  and  incenfe  are  ufed. 
The  women  are  not  the  laft  to  attend  them; 
as  there  are  very  few  who  are  not  attached  to 
fome  of  the  priefts,  who  go  to  their  houfes  to 
inftrudt  them.  They  crowd  to  the  pilgrimages, 
and  round  thofe  penitents  who  devote  them- 
felves  to  cruel  torments,  to  chaftifements, 
chains,  and  fire,  over  which  they  fufpend  them- 
felves.  Allies  confecrated  by  prayer,  efpecially 
thofe  of  cow-dung,  are  the  chief  ingredients  of 
their  purifications ;  with  thefe  they  mark  their 
faces,  and- anoint  their  bodies:  they  ufe  them 
likewife  in  their  exorcifms,  in  which  they  make 
ufe  of  a  wand  to  chafe  away  the  demons.  Their 
opinions  are  by  no  means  uniform  on  the  nature 
of  fouls;  the  greater  part  think  that  they  are  im¬ 
mortal  and  eternal,  and  that  they  conftitute  a  part 
of  the  divinity.  In  confequence  of  this,  they 
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fuppofe  them  in  all  things,  even  in  plants.  They 
believe  in  tranfmigration,  in  punifhments  after 
death,  and  in  a  fort  of  purgatory. 

The  bramins  are  the  principal  priefts  born 
fuch.  Their  cuftomary  duties  are  to  pray  and 
inftrufl  ;  fome  are  extremely  fkilful.  By  one  of 
their  laws  they  are  forbidden,  under  pain  of  facri- 
Jege  and  death,  to  reveal  their  dogmas  to  thofe 
who  are  not  of  their  religion:  therefore,  except 
the  mere  exterior  part  of  their  religion, there  is  no 
certainty  of  their  reporting  the  truth,  or  whether 
they  do  not  purpofely  mifreprefent  it  to  the  cu¬ 
rious,  to  whom  they  will  not  give  a  direft  re* 
fufal.  Some  priefts  live  quite  alone,  others, 
form  focieties ;  fome  kinds  of  prelates  are  very 
rich,  inferior  ones  in  eafy  circumffances  ;  others 
profefs  the  molt  rigid  poverty,  and  not  only 
beg,  but  even  wait  till  alms  are  carried  to 
them.  It  would  be  endiefs  to  attempt  to  dif- 
criminate  the  figns  of  the  different  fedts  and 
orders;  their  firings,  fcarfs,  fillets  worn  acrofs  or 
perpendicular,  girdles,  pieces  of  linen  twilled 
on  the  head  and  round  the  body  ;  the  mode 
of  cutting  the  beard  and  hair,  of  covering  the 
feet,  the  coloured  or  indented  traces  on  their 
naked  flefli ;  in  a  word,  a  multiplicity  of  marks, 
which  have  each  their  peculiar  property,  and  a 
myflical  origin. 

India,  that  vaft  region  of  the  world,  as  well  Religion  of 
^vithin  as  beyond  the  Ganges,  profe'fTes The  re  r" 
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ligion  of  the  bramins,  which  is  tritheifm,  or  the 
worfhip  of  three  gods  deflined  by  the  fupreme 
Being  to  create  and  govern  the  univerfe.  The 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  Indians  have,  on 
the  contrary,  for  their  firfl:  objeft  of  worfhip,  as 
has  already  been  obferved,  a  man  who  about  a 
thoufand  years  prior  to  the  chriftian  aera  pub' 
lifhed  his  falfe  religion.  While  the  theology  of 
the  bramins  propofed  three  gods  as  objefls  of 
adoration,  Fo  pretended  he  was  the  fupreme 
Being  invefted  with  a  human  nature.  The  In¬ 
dian  deities  were  invifible  to  their  worfhippers. 
He  announced  himfelf  as  exiting  corporeally 
among  his  followers,  and  received  their  homage 
in  perfon  ;  however,  that  they  might  not  con¬ 
vict  him  of  impofture,  if  after  feeing  him  grow 
old  he  fliould  reappear  young  and  blooming, 
he  gaye  out  that  he  fhould  from  time  to  time 
afcend  to  heaven,  and  return  with  different  fea¬ 
tures.  This  miracle  is  effected  at  Thjbet, 
which  is  the  refidence  of  Fo,  and  the  feat  of 
his  religion,  which  obtains  in  Great  Tartary, 
from  the  wreft  to  the  eaft,  in  China,  at  Japan, 
and  is  fix  times  more  extenfwe  than  that  of  the 
bramins.  We  lball  find  it  pervading  the  eaft- 
ern  peninfula  beyond  the  Ganges,  which  we 
are  entering.  There  we  fhall  phferve,  as  well 
as  in  the  weftern,  and  from  the  fame  caufe,  a 
dearth  of  incident,  and  a  void  in  that  refpefh, 
which  we  will  endeavour  to  fill  with  an  account 
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of  the  cuftoms,  which  haye  alfo  known  their 
viciffitudes,  and  have  oecafioned  fome. 

Eastern  Peninsula. 

The  eastern  part  of  India,  beyond  the  Ganges, 
lies  between  Thibet,  the  gulphs  of  Cochin 
China,  Tonquin,  and  of  Siam,  the  Indian  fea, 
as  far  as  the  ftraits  of  Malacca,  and  the  gulph 
and  province  of  Bengal.  It  is  rich  in  fruits, 
elephants,  metals,  filks,  drugs,  rice,  pepper,  oil, 
gold,  and  precious  Hones,  We  will  only  men¬ 
tion  the  kingdoms  of  Azem  and-  Tipra.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  firft  aje  haudfome  and  well 
made  ;  their  foil  produces  every  thing  except 
corn ;  they  have  a  peculiar  fort  of  filk,  which 
they  render  of  a  very  fifte  white,  but  it  is  brit¬ 
tle.  Tney  fcarcely  wear  any  clothing,  pradtife 
polygamy ;  were,  they  fay,  the  inventors  of 
gun-powder,  which  from  their  territory  paifed 
to  Pegu  and  China.  Very  ancient  cannon  has 
been  found  amongft  them,  and  their  powder  is 
excellent.  The  kingdom  of  Tipra  is  Hill  lefs 
deferving  notice.  Goitres  are  not  uncmpmQn 
there.  It  is  joined  to  that  of  Arraean. 

Arracan. 

This  kingdom,  in  which  lies  Bengal,  the  Arraean,  be- 
fineft  gem  in  the  crown  of  the  Englilh  in  India,  is  pXaw," 
more  extenfive  along  the  coafts  than  in  depth. 
Buffaloes,  elephants,  and  tigers,  at®  numerous, 
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and  ravage  the  country;  which  produces  every 
thing  in  abundance,  except  wheat  and  rve.  The 
heat  is  generally  extremely,  great,  yet  it  fome- 
times  hails.  A  vapour  which  daily  covers  the 
earth  to  a  fmall  height  obliges  the  inhabitants 
to  raife  their  houfes  on  piles:  thgy  are  rather 
commodious  than  elegant.  An  apartment  of 
the  king’s  is  mentioned,  called  the  golden-hall, 
which  is  entirely  inlaid  with  that  metal.  There 
alfo  is  to  be  feen  a  canopy  of  mafiive  gold,  round 
which  are  fufpended  an  hundred  ingots  of-  forty 
pounds  in  weight?  feven  idols,  of  the  height  of  a 
man,  two  inches  in  thicknefs,  ornamented  with 
rubies,  emeralds,  fapphires,  yery  large  diamonds, 
the  produdiionof  the  country.  In  the  centre  of  the 
hall  is  a  fquare  ftool  two  feet  yyide,  of  nraffive 
gold,  fupporting  a  calket,  covered  with  precious 
hones,  containing  two  rubies,  as  long  as  the 
little  finger,  and  as  large  as  the  bafe  of  a  fowl’s; 
egg.  Thefe  jewels  have  occafioned  moll  fan- 
guinary  wars,  lefs  on  account  of  their  value, 
than  becaufe  their  pofjeflion  was  confidered  as  a. 
title  of  royalty,  when  the  empire  exifted.  The 
emperor  of  Arracan  was  then  entitled ;  Pfjfr 
for  of  the  white  elephant,  and  of  the  two  ear-rings3 
fuperior  to  twelve  kings  who' place  their  head  under 
ike  foies  of  his  feet.  The  capital  is  fituate  near 
a  lake  wfiofe  dyke  is  eafily  broken  to  drown 
the  enemy,  if  they  took  the  city  : — a  molt  lingu¬ 
lar  kind  of  defenfe  !  .  ,  •  , 
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Although  this  country  is  extremely  hot,  the 
inhabitants  not  only  wear  clothes,  but  load  them- 
felves  with  attire,  which  is  a  degree  of  luxury, 
The  women  cover  their  arms,  legs,  and  necks, 
with  rings,  the  rattling  of  which  announces  their 
approach:  they  are  rather  fair.  The  hulbands  do 
not  prefer  receiving  them  in  a  virgin  hate;  but  ge- 
neroufly  pay  thofe  who  have  been  willing  to  pre¬ 
cede  them.  Their  favourite  viands  are  rats, 
mice,  ferpents,  and  ftale  fifh  ;  at  leaf!  according 
to  travellers,  who  appear  to  have  culled  their 
obfervations  from  the  very  refufe  of  the  popu¬ 
lace.  The  great  only  are  able  to  defray  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  cure  of  a  patient  in  the  laft  extre¬ 
mity.  When  he  is  in  that  ftate,  the  priefts  and 
relations  are  alfembled,  a  great  feaft  is  given, 
during  which  the  neareft  relative,  whether  man 
or  woman,  is  obliged  to  dance  and  jump  till  he 
falls ;  another  fucceeds.  If  the  patient  die  in 
fpite  of  the  dancing,  the  priefts  fay  that  the 
gods  have  out  of  kindnefs  removed  him  from 
this  world,  to  recompenfe  him  in  another.  In 
that  cafe  his  foul,  after  fome  reft  in  paradife, 
will  animate  horfes,  lions,  eagles,  elephants, .and 
ether  efteemed  animals.  The  bodies  of  the 
rich  are  burned,  the  reft  are  thrown  into  the 
river,  fometimes  even  before  the  patient  has  ex¬ 
pired,  to  fpare  him  the  languors  and  fufferings 
of  illnefs.  Thefe  carcafes  fink,  rife  again,  float  on 
$he  furface  of  the  water,  and  are  tern,  to  pieces  by 
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the  birds  of  prey  which  cover  the  banks  of 
thefe  Jakes  and  rivers: — a  moil  horrible  and  dif- 
gufting  fight!  They  carry  on  very  little  commerce 
themfelves,  but  merchants  go  in  queft  of  their 
productions,  which  are  timber,  lead,  tin,  ele¬ 
phants’  teeth,  and  varnifh,  the  befl  in  the  world. 
The  Arracanians  make  beauty  to  confift  in  a 
broad  flat  forehead ;  +his  attra£Uon  is  procured 
by  means  of  a  piece  of  lead  which  they  bind  on 
their  children.  Their  religion  in  its  principle 
js  the  fame  as  that  of  the  bramins ;  namely,  the 
worihip  of  three  gods ;  but  they  do  not  bear 
the  fame  names  as  at  Malabar,  nor  do  the 
priefts,  who  are  here  called  talapoins.  In  other 
refpedts  we  find  the  fame  fuperftition,  the  fame 
errors  of  imagination  ;  for  the  ftatues  of  the 
gods,  which  are  in  amazing  numbers,  have 
fome  of  them  fix  faces,  hundreds  of  hands,  heads 
or  feet  of  animals,  and  the  moft  ftrange  attitudes. 
They  have  the  fame  orders  alfo  and  functions 
among  the  priefts,  fome  living  ip  folitude,  others 
united  under  an  hierarchy,  appointed  to  pray 
and  inftruct.  Thefe  people  join  to  their  idola¬ 
trous  fuperftition,  the  belief  in  prefages ;  they 
obferye  with  anxiety  the  meeting  a  particular 
animal,  and  are  terrified  at  fome,  and  pleafed  at 
others.  The  talapoins  interpret  thefe  auguries 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  leaves  them  not  without  a 
recompenfe. 

It  feerns  that  there  always  exifts  a  fort  of 
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rivalry  between  the  kings  of  Arracan  and  Pegu  ; 
but  the  hoftilities  it  has  given  rife  to  are  not 
known  before  1615.  At  that  period  the  king  of 
Pegu,  who  had  taken  up  arms  to  oblige  the  king 
of  Arracan  to  deliver  up  a  white  elephant, the  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  mutual  ambition,  did  not  dare  to  ven¬ 
ture  on  adefcent,  be.caufehe  faw  the  inhabitants 
on  the  point  of  opening  their  duties,  and  of  inun¬ 
dating  the  whole  territory  ;  which  is  a  proof  that 
they  were  acquainted  with  hydrography,  and  the 
fcience  of  levelling.  Sebaftien  Gonfales  Tibao, 
born  at  a  village  ofPortugal,from  a  petty  traderin 
fait,  became  mafter  of  a  formidable  army  and  a 
considerable  fleet,  and  fupported  a  diftinguithed 
part  in  this  war.  He  began  his  .career  as  a  pirate3 
and  affociated  with  him  robbers  like  himfelf, 
Vvho  took  polTeflion  of  an  ifland  of  fome  impor¬ 
tance.  Tibao  their  leader  eftablifhed  there  a 
feal  fovereignty,  fought  under  his  own  ftandard, 
and  paid  the  viceroy  of  Goa  but  a  Ample  hornage. 
He  caufed  himfelf  to  be  engaged  by  the  king  of 
Arracan ;  but  he  betrayed  him,  apd  perpetrated 
every  fpecies  of  deceit  and  cruelty.  His  power 
■yvas  deftroyed  by  a  Mogul  governor,  by  whom 
the  unhappy  king  of  Arracan  was  alfo  attacked. 
There  is  no  account  of  Tilfao’s  fate.  The 
Arracanian  fupported  his  pretenflon  againft  the 
Mogul.  After  that  prince’s  death  diflenfions 
profe  between  his  children  for  the  pofleffion  of 
$£  yvbite  elephant  and  the  jewels.  They  en- 
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gaged  in  Avar,  and  perifhed  in  it  towards  1690, 
with  all  their  family.  The  talapoins  had  taken 
the  precaution  ot  having  the  jewels,  the  objefls 
of  their  difpnte,  committed  to  their  charge,  and 
have  fince  that  time  fo  carefully  concealed  them, 
that  there  is  no  difeovering  what  has  become  of 
them. 

Under  thefe  kings  there  was  a  Angular  manner 
of  chooling  their  concubines.  Every  year  the 
twelve  molt  beautiful  young  girls  of  the  kingdom 
were  taken  and  dreffed  in  the  fined  white  linen. 
They  were  left  expofed  to  the  fun-beams  till 
their  attire  was  quite  moiftened  by  perfpiration. 
They  Were  then  carried  to  fome  expert  perfons, 
who  judged  by  the  feent  of  the  moifture  whom  of 
them  merited  the  preference.  Thefe  concubines 
.were  not  only  inftrudled  in  raufic,  and  dancing, 
and  everv  fafeinatirw  talent,  but  alfo  trained  to 
arms  ;  anddifp'erfed  through  the  monarch’s  apart¬ 
ments,  whom  they  ferved  as  guards.  Superftition 
is  faid  to  have  induced  one  ot  thefe  princes  to 
commit  an  a£l,  perhaps  the  mod  barbarous  in  the 
records  of  hidory.  He  had  been  made  to  believe 
that  he  would  not  long  furvive  his  coronation; 
on  which  occafion,  he  confulted  a  famous  maho- 
metan  magician  on  the  means  proper  to  avert 
the  threatened  misfortune.  The  wretch,  who 
would  have  delighted  in  feeing  the  whole  human 
race  put  to  death  if  differing  from  him  in  religion, 
told  him,  he  mud  make  a  compofition  of  the 
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hearts  of  fix  thoufand  of  his  idolatrous  fubjects, 
four  thoufand  white  cows,  and  two  thoufand 
pigeons;  that  he  muft  belides  inhabit  a  houfe 
whofe  foundation  refted  on  pregnant  women, 
and  was  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  eighteen 
thoufand  perfons.  The  monitor  complied  with 
th^  injunction  and  no  doubt  credited  the  con¬ 
jurer's  fcience,  as  he  did  not  die. 

Pegu. 

Pegu,  extending  along  the  fea  coaft,  is  fur-  Pegu,be- 
rounded  at  the  back  by  mountains  inhabited  by  can,thefcar- 
the  Barmas  who  have  fubdued  thi^  kingdom.  domofsiam, 
There  is  no  division  between  them  except  guiphof 
by  two  large  rivers,  which  flow  from  Thi- Ba>sai* 
bet.  They  inundate  Pegu  as  the  Nile  does 
Egypt,  and  diffule  the  fame  fertility.  The  tide 
on  the  coafls  flows  in  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  ay* 
arrow,  and  returns  alfo  with  prodigious  force. 

Pegu  produces  the  fineft  rubies  in  the  world, 
and  whatever  is  neceflary  for  fuftenance,  as 
rice,  fruits,  poultry,  game,  fifn  in  extreme 
plenty,  fllk,  and  flax.  The  capital,  Pegu,  now 
removed  to  Ava,  was  fix  leagues  in  circumference, 
and  though  at  prefent  the  refldence  of  a  viceroy, 
is  only  inhabited  by  a  fmall  number  of  people. 

There  ,are  two  temples,  one  of  which  is  conftantly 
{but,  and  the  other  as  conftantly  open.  In  the 
firft  there  is  an  idol,  in  a  recumbent  pofture, 
thirty  teet  in  length.  He  has  flept  during,  fix 
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thoufand  years,  and  will  only  awake  to  deflroy 
the  world. 

The  Peguans  are  diflinguifbed  fro'm  the  Barmas 
who  have  fubdued  them,  for  the  latter  prick 
themfelves  with  a  bodkin,  rub  into  the  pun£lures 
pounded  charcoal,  and  thus  imprint  on  the  fkin 
indelible  figures  which  are  vifible  through  the 
tranfparent  muflin  which  covers  them.  Their 
teeth  are  naturally  white,  but  they  blacken 
them,  that  they  may  not  refemble  thofe  of  the 
canine  fpecies.  The  women  wear  very  little 
clothing.  The  reafon  they  give  for  it  is,  that 
the  men  were  become  fo  exceedingly  abandoned;, 
and  had  conceived  fo  great  a  contempt  for  the 
women,  that  population  fuffered  by  it.  The 
queen  who  then  reigned,’  thought  of  recalling 
them  back  to  nature  by  a  lafcivious  immodefly, 
which  is  ftill  pra&ifed. 

It  is  difficult  to  carry  the  refinements  and 
effrontery  of  debauchery  further  than  is  done  at 
Pegu.  Travellers  may  marry  for  a  certain  term. 
They  take  wives  for  the  time  of  their  flay,  quit 
them  on  their  departure,  and  thefe  women  are 
but  the  more  admired.  It  is  faid  that  there 
have  been  hermaphrodites  produced  in  Pegu. 

The  king  inherits  all  the  property  of  thofe 
wffio  have  no  children,  and  the  third  part  of 
thofe  who  have.  Their  mufic,  which  is  compofed 
both  of  firing  and  wind  inflruments,  is  agree¬ 
able.  They  pray  to  the  devil,  and  make  him 
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offerings,  particularly  during  ficknefs.  They  de¬ 
pend  more  on  their  fupplications  to  him,  not 
to  harm  them,  than  on  the  phyficians.  They 
believe  in  the  two  principles,  and  in  the  me- 
tempfychofis.  The  Peguans  are  addifted  to  com¬ 
merce,  and  their  country  produces  a  great  variety 
of  commodities  proper  for  its  fupport. 

It  is  more  efpecially  between  the  Peguan 
traders  that  the  manner  of  making  bargains  is 
praftifed  by  holding  the  hand  under  a  piece  of 
linen,  and  touching  the  fingers  and  joints,  to 
exprefs  the  price.  Each  motion  has  its  fignifica- 
tion,  and  cannot  be  divined  by  the  other  perfons 
prefent. 

Like  the  other  Indians*  the  Peguans  acknow¬ 
ledge  one  fupreme  God.  Their  three  inferior 
gods  have  a  different  appellation  from  thofe  of 
the  bramins,  and  of  Arracan,  and  their  fubal- 
terns  are  alfo  very  numerous.  Befides  all  thefe, 
they  worfhip  the  devil,  whom  they  both  re¬ 
gale  and  flatter,  in  defpite  of  the  talapoins,  who 
oppofe  this  fuperflition  as  much  as  in  their 
power.  The  talapoins  keep  the  vow  of  celibacy, 
and  only  eat  once  a  day.  When  the  produce  of 
the  lands  round  their  temples  are  not  fufficient 
for  their  maintenance,  they  fend  the  novices  in 
fearch  of  more.  Thefe  young  candidates  are 
extremely  modeff.  When  they  prefent  tbem- 
felves  at  a  door,  they  give  three  gentle  flrokes 
on  a  little  drum  they  carry.  If  it  be  not  opened 
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they  repeat  them  ;  if  no  one  appears,  they  gc? 
away  without  faying  any  thing ;  though  it  feldonl 
happens  that  they  are  fuffered  to  depart  without 
fir  ft  receiving  fruit,  vegetables,  rice,  and  roots, 
their  only  nourifhment ;  for  they  are  held  in 
great  veneration  on  account  of  their  exemplary 
lives.  Some  live  alone  in  the  woods,  or  in  other 
fequeftered  places.  Their  lives  are  very  fimple, 
and  they  praftife  thofe  virtues  they  inculcate. 
Humanity,  charity  to  all  men,  the  precepts  of 
the  natural  law,  are  the  filbjedts  of  their  dif- 
courfes,  which  they  all,  without  exception,  as 
well  thofe  in  folitude  as  thofe  in  focieties,  deliver 
once  a  week  to  the  populace,  whom  they  af- 
fcmble  bv  the  found  of  a  drum. 

j 

There  are  no  religious  deputations  among 
them  ;  the  talapoins  confider  thofe  of  a  different 
perfualion  without  rancour  or  difpleafure.  God, 
fay  they,  takes  pleafure  in  variety.  The  ex¬ 
emplary  lives  of  the  talapoins  in  fo  corrupt  a 
cquntry  are  truly  admirable.  Their  countrymen 
reward  their  virtues  with  the  moft  profound  ve¬ 
neration.  They  have  a  high-prieft,  whofe  fu¬ 
neral  is  magnificent.  They  throw  fky-rockets 
containing  five  hundred  pounds  of  powder  into 
a  .trunk  of  'a  tree,  which  afcend  to  a  very  great 
height.  We  are  far  behind  them  in  pyro- 
tech  y. 

The  kings  of  Pegu  were  once  extremely 
powerful.  Mention  is  made  of  armies  comprizing 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY.  465 

a  million  of  men,  with  eight  hundred  elephants, 
and  a  mod  numerous  artillery,  but  badly  con¬ 
duced.  The  nobles  were  held  in  great  fubjec- 
tion,  and  employed  in  the  public  labours  like  the 
reft  of  the  people.  The  king  never  appeared 
unlefs  furrounded  by  a  fplendid  retinue.  He 
gave  audience  twice  every  week,  and  publicly 
adminiftered  juftice.  He  had  only  one  wife  ; 
but  he  maintained  a  multitude  of  concubines. 

The  firft  of  their  kings  reigned  in  the  fe- 
venth  century.  They  fay  that  he  was  a  fifher- 
snan.  He  no  doubt  began  by  rendering  himfelf 
mailer  of  a  fmall  diftriC,  whence  himfelf,  and 
his  predeceffors,  during  a  feries  of  fix  centuries, 
extended  their  power  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
fubjugate  nineteen  kingdoms  to  their  domi¬ 
nion.  Such  was  the  empire  of  Pegu  when  the 
Portuguefe  fent  thither  an  ambafl'ador  in  1519. 

The  prince  with  whom  they  formed  a  treaty  was 
aifaffinated.  Para  Mandara,  king  of  the  Bar  mas, 
his  tributary,  took  advantage  of  this  event  to 
ufurp  the  throne.  His  fubje&s,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  mountains  and  forefts  that  furround  Pegu, 
habituated  to  a  life  of  hardfhip,  eafily  fubdued 
the  Peguans,  who  were  plunged  in  luxury.  The 
Bar  mas  fell  in  a  mafs  on  Pegu  ;  the  Peguans  alfo 
rofe  in  a  mafs  to  repulfe  them ;  Whence  it  hap¬ 
pened,  if  their  hiftorians  do  not  exaggerate,  that 
armies  took  the  field  confifting  of  nineteen  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  men,  from  five  to  fix  thoufand 
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elephants,  and  as  many  cannon  :  however,  the 
conquering  party  were  indebted  for  their  victory 
to  about  three  or  four  hundred  Portuguefe, 
who  fought  under  their  banners  : — a  convinc¬ 
ing  proof  of  the  fuperiority  of  difcipline  over 
numbers. 

Having  become  rqalfers  of  Pegu,  the  Barm  a 
monarchs  dragged  both  their  new  and  old  fub- 
jecls  fucceflively  againft  the  kingdoms  of  Arra- 
can,  Ava,  and  Siam.  It  is  difficult  to  conjec¬ 
ture  what  number  of  men  were  left  in  thofe 
countries  whence  the  conquerors  iffued,and  how 
they  were  able  to  move  in  their  eonquefls.  It 
is  true  indeed  that  they  made  room  by  moft 
dreadful  maffacres.  But  it  ffgnifies  little  to  talkot 
t  he  temperance  of  thefe  people  ;  they  muff:  have 
had  fome  provifions,  though  it  were  only  to  go 
from  one  place  to  another,  unlefs  we  implicitly1 
give  credit  to  thefe  travellers  who  gravely  affaire 
us,  that  in  a  fcarcity  of  rats,  mice,  and  infedls, 
they  lived  on  roots,  leaves,  and  even  flowers. 
With  fuch  foldiersone  might  conquer  the  world: 
oonfequently  there  is  no  reafon  to  be  aftonilhed 
at  the  immenfe  extent  of  territory  comprized 
within  the  dominions  of  Chaumigrem,  the  moll 
renowned  emperor  of  Pegu,  who  flourithed  in 
1567. 

After  the  example  of  his  predeceflbrs,  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  poflibility  of  rebellion  from  thofe 
princes  whole  thrones  he  ufurped,  he  extirpated 
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the  whole  race.  It  was  not,  however,  without 
fome  fcruples.  The  following  is  the  mode  in 
which  he  tranquillized  his  confcience  on  the 
death  ofShemindoo,  a  prince  who  had  lawfully- 
defended  his  crown  againft  him.  Chaumigrem 
caufed  him  to  be  publicly  beheaded.  His  body 
was  cut  into  four  quarters,  and  expofed  during  a 
day,  with  the  head,  that  every  one  might  fee 
him,  and  be  certain  of  his  death.  The  enfuing 
day  a  bell  tolled  five  times.  At  this  fignal 
twelve  men,  clothed  in  black  robes*  fpotted 
with  blood,  their  faces  veiled,  followed  by 
twelve  priefts,  came  out  of  a  houfe  near  the 
fcaffold.  After  them  walked  Chaumigrem’s 
uncle,  who  in  his  nephew’s  name  very  cere- 
monioufly  alked  pardon  of  Shemindoo’s  mangled 
limbs  for  what  had  pafied,  offering  to  return 
him  the  kingdom*  or  to  do  him  homage  for  it, 
and  govern  it  in  quality  of  his  lieutenant.  One 
of  the  priefls  replied  to  this  difcourfe  in  the 
name  of  the  deceafed  :  “  Since  the  king  con- 
“  feffes  his  fault,  I  forgive  him,  and  affign  him 
“  the  power  of  governing  in  my  Read,  accord- 
“  ing  to  the  diftates  of  juftice.”  A  very  mag¬ 
nificent  funeral  was  then  prepared  for  him.  The 
confcientious  Chaumigrem  died  in  1583. 

After  his  death  mod  horrible  civil  wars  arofe 
in  the  kingdom  3  the  people  endured  all  the 
evils  which  are  the  confequence  of  a  dreadful 
famine.  The  fovereignty  of  Pegu,  late  fo 
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powerful,  patted  under  the  dominion  of  thofe 
whom  it  had  before  fubdued  ;  under  that  of  Ar- 
racan  in  1606,  and  under  that  of  Ava  in  1613. 
Even  a  Portuguefe,  named  Britos,  originally  a 
coal-merchant,  eredted  a  kingdom  on  the  coaft, 
of  which  he  made  an  harbour,  called  Sirian,  his 
capital.  However  he  dared  not  attume  the  title 
of  king  towards  the  Portuguefe ;  he  contented 
him  felf  with  writing  to  the  viceroy  of  Goa — Go¬ 
vernor  of  Sirian  and  of  Pegu,  conquered  by 
Brito.  Like  moil;  other  adventurers  of  the  fame 
fort,  he  could  fet  no  bounds  to  his  ambition. 
His  arrogance  drew  on  him  the  indignation  of 
the  fovereign  of  Ava,  who  had  become  mailer 
of  Pegu  ;  he  befieged  the  Portuguefe  in  his  for- 
trefs,  took  him,  and  impaled  him.  Pegu,  not- 
withffanding  its  repeated  revolutions,  retains 
the  title  of  kingdom.  It  is  ftill  known  under  that 
denomination,  of  whatever  nation  the  prince 
may  be  by  whom  it  is  governed,  whether  of  Ar- 
rakan,  Ava,  Barma,  or  Pegu. 

Ava. 

Ava,  be-  The  kingdom  of  Ava  is  of  great  extent ;  its 

tween  Ben-  °  °  . 

gai,  Thibet,  limits  are  better  known  than  its  interior  parts, 
kingdoms  of  The  Barmas  are  found  here  alfo  either  as  con- 
siaman°  querors  or  fubje&s.  The  features  of  the  Avans, 
and  feveral  of  their  cuftoms,  have  given  reafon 
to  fuppofe  them  of  Chinefe  origin.  They  have 
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fuffered  the  indolence  of  the  Peguans.to  creep 
in  among  them,  and  they  alfo  imitate  their  vo¬ 
luptuous  cuftoms.  Their  government  in  all 
other1  refpefts  is  extremely  well  conduced. 
Each  governor  correfponds  with  a  minifter,  who 
every  day  tranfmits  an  account  to  the  council  of 
'whatever  occurs  in  the  provinces.  The  king  is 
prefent,  though  concealed,  at  thefe  fittings.  He 
only  can  fign  a  death-warrant ;  it  runs  thus  : 
<c  Let  fuch  an  one,  convicted  for  fuch  a  crime, 
((  no  longer  trample  the  earth  with  his  feet.” 
He  is  thrown  to  the  elephants.  For  crimes 
that  are  not  accounted  capital,  he  is  banilhed 
for  a  certain  time  to  the  forefts ;  if  he  efcape 
the  elephants  and  tigers,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  he  is  permitted  to  return.  He  who 
lends  never  lofes  ;  if  there  be  no  other  refource, 
the  debtor  and  his  family  are  fold  ;  the  lender 
has  a  right  to  buy  them  as  Haves,  and  treat  them 
as  he  thinks  proper,  even  to  the  wife,  but  if  fo, 
the  debt  is  paid. 

Thefe  are  ordeals  in  cafes  where  proof  is 
wanting  ;  the  accufer  is  obliged  either  to  fwal- 
low  a  certain  quantity  of  dry  rice,  or  elfe  the 
two  parties  are  fattened  to  a  ttake  in  the  river, 
and  he  who  remains  the  longett  under  water  is 
declared  innocent.  They  make  them  alfo  plunge 
their  hand  into  boiling  oil,  or  melted  lead.  The 
calumny  which  arraigns  a  man  of  difhoneliy,  or 
a  women  of  mifconduft,  if  it  were  but  a  fin  Je 
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word,  is  not  regarded  with  indifference  ;  the 
offender  muff  prove  the  accufation,  fubmit  to 
t&e  trial,  or  be  punifhed.  Slighter  differences 
are  reconciled  by  the  priefts,  who  make  the 
parties  prefent  accept  food  from  each  other’s 
hand  ;  this  is  the  feal  of  reconciliation.  It  is 
an  a£l  of  juftice  to  allow  the  prieft  of  Ava  the 
praife  of  being  humane,  charitable,  and  hof- 
pitable.  They  receive  poor  travellers,  provide 
them  with  clothing  and  nourifhment,  detain 
them  till  their  recovery  if  they  are  Cck  or 
wounded,  and  give  them  letters  of  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  gain  admittance  from  convent  to  con¬ 
vent  to  the  end  of  their  journey. 

The  king  of  Ava  fpends  the  whole  morning 
in  admin iftering  juftice.  As  foon  as  he  has 
dined  a  trumpet  founds,  which  is  a  permiffion 
to  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  to  take  their  repaft, 
as  the  emperor  of  Ava  their  fovereign  lord  has 
finifhed  his.  This  furely  is  the  fmalleft  degree 
of  fubordination  they  can  pay  tc  to  the  king  of 
“  kings,  the  relative  of  all  the  gods,  who  only 
“  preferve  the  animals  and  maintain  the  re- 
“  gularity  of  the  feafons  for  the  affedlion  they 
«*  bear  him;  who  is  brother  to  the  fun,  the  near 
sc  relation  of  the  moon  and  ftars,  the  abfolute 
‘c  mafter  of  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea,  king 
of  the  white  elephant,  and  of  the  twenty-four 
■■  umbrellas.”  The  termination  of  this  phrafe 
would  be  far  from  brilliant,  were  we  not  told 
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that  in  this  proclamation  the  word  umbrella 
tignifies  crown.  The  troops  are  only  armed  and 
paid  in  times  of  war.  The  rank  of  the  officers 
is  diftinguifhed  by  the  length  of  their  pipes,  and 
the  joints  which  unite  the  tubes. 

The  kings  of  kings,  the  brothers  of  the  fun 
and  moon,  are  very  little  known  in  our  part  of 
the  world.  We  know  that  they  were  Hill  in 
being  in  the  fifteenth  century.  It  would  be 
ufelefs  to  follow  them  into  the  kingdoms  of 
Mien  and  Jangomay  which  they  have  fubjefled. 

Thefe  kingdoms,  if  they  exift,  lie  between  Siam 
and  China.  It  is  prefumeable  that  they  are 
nothing  more  than  deferts,  and  vaft  forefls,  in 
which  a  glade  is  here  and  there  fcattered,  but 
thinly  peopled.  Some  travellers,  however,  relate 
that  they  have  feen  towns,  and  fpeak  of  the 
Cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants,  which  they  fay  has  a 
refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  Arracanians,  the 
Peguans,  and  the  Avans.  They  notice  a  practice 
adopted  by  all  the  men  of  thefe  parts,  that  of 
buckling  up  their  hair  with  little  tells. 

Laos. 

Excepting  wine  and  corn,  there  is  not  anyLaos.be- 
thing  that  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  kingdom  of  china,  Toni 
Laos.  It  produces  precious  hones,  metals,  medi  uma, TntT 
cinal  plants,  incorruptible  woods,  and  the  befl  c,imboja’ 
rice  in  the  world,  of  a  take  and  flavour  fuperior 
to  every  other.  But  this  is  to  be  underflood  of 
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the  part  of  the  country  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
great  riverwhich  traverfes  the  kingdom, as  well  as 
the  trees  and  fruits :  on  the  weftern  fide  the  trees 
will  be  found  ftunted  and  ill  grown,  the  rice  hard 
and  difficult  to  boil.  Even  the  elephant  and  rhi¬ 
noceros  experience  this  difference;  they  are  both 
larger  and  ftronger  to  the  eafh  The  fame  river 
on  flowing  Out  of  the  kingdom  prefen ts  an¬ 
other  phenomenon.  The  fiffi  attempting  to 
pafs  the  frontier  in  defcending,  and  thofe  amend¬ 
ing  the  dream,  die  precifely  at  the  inflant  they 
reach  the  line  of  demarcation.  The  caufes  of 
this  curious  fa£t  fhould  be  ffudied  and  verified 
by  naturaliffs  who  are  not  prone  to  credulity. 
Ivory  is  very  common.  The  Lanjans  efteem  it 
lefs  than  the  horn  of  the  rhinoceros,  to  which 
they  attribute  the  virtue  of  bringing  good  fortune. 
Red  amber  is  found  in  the  forefis,  at  the  foot  of 
very  old  mountain  trees.  There  likewife  the 
benzoin  diftils  its  balm  ;  the  ant  fafhions  the 
lakka ;  and  a  fort  of  wild  goat  yields  his  mufk 
to  the  hunter,  which  fells  in  the  country  for  its  ^ 
weight  in  filver. 

The  Lanjans  are  humane,  affable,  civil,  and 
obliging;  neither  deceitful  nor  liars;  but  indolent, 
addidted  to  women,  and  obftmately  attached  to 
witchcraft.  Theft  is  feverely  punifhed  :  if  there 
is  a  robbery  committed  on  the  highway,  the 
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neighbouring  towns  and  villages  are  anfwerable 
lor  the  damages.  There  are,  liovyever,  robbers 
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who  have  the  art  of  throwing  people  into  a  pro* 
found  fleep,  and  keep  them  in  this  ftate  until 
they  have  plundered  them.  Their  ufual  food  is 
rice.  They  wear  clothing,  and  notwithftanding 
ornament  themfelves  with  marks  which  they  _ 
imprint  with  a  hot  iron.  The  women  are  rather 
more  decorated  than  the  men.  The  latter  have 
only  one  legitimate  wife  ;  but  as  many  concubines 
as  they  pleafe.  Their  marriages  are  for  life,  and 
are  thus  folemnized.  They  choofe  the  oldeft 
couple  they  can  find  who  have  lived  in  perfedt 
union,  and  folemnly  promife  in  their  prefence  to 
live  the  fame  till  their  death.  There  is  fome- 
thing  both  auguft  and  affecting  in  this  ceremony. 
Their  obfequies  are  not  performed  till  a  month 
after  their  deceafe  :  they  expend  much  more,  as 
they  themfelves  confefs,  to  fatisfy  the  pride  of 
the  living  than  the  dead,  who  they  are  very 
confcious  are  in  no  want  of  this  pomp,  ftince 
their  fate  is  already  decided  by  the  metempfy- 
chofis.  ■ 

It  is  fuppofed  that  in  very  diftant  times  the 
Lanjans  lived  in  a  republic  ;  and  what  would  be 
very  aftoni firing  in  Afia,  that  they  then  acknow¬ 
ledged  only  one  God  ;  but  that  as  foon  as  they 
admitted  kings,  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
infefted  with  the  fuperftitions  of  their  neighbours, 
and  that  this  one  only  god  became  nothing  more 
than  the  commander  of  the  reft.  Then  the 
^offline  of  Shaka,  who  is  properly  the  Fo  of 
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Thibet,  fpread  among  them.  It  was  eftabliffied 
there  by  means  of  the  preaching,  the  zeal,  and 
intereft,  of  the  talapoins,  who  are  a  very  numerous 
body,  divided  into  three  claffes  or  fe£ls.  The 

j 

firfi:  devote  themfelves  to  the  fiudy  of  the  origin 
of  the  world,  of  men  and  gods,  or  of  the  fpecula- 
tive  part  of  religion,  whofe  primitive  fimplicity 
they  pervert  by  a  thoufand  fabulous  and  ridi¬ 
culous  tales  ;  the  fecond  teach  the  worfhip  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  Shaka  ;  the  third  endeavour  to 
reconcile  the  two  others.  They  are  called 
concordants  or  illuminated  :  their  talk  is  not  the 
leaf!  difficult  to  fulfil. 

They  believe  the  earth  is  eternal  j  that  it  already 
has  fuftained  feveral  revolutions  by  water, and  will 
experience  more  :  the  laft  will  be  by  fire.  The 
prefent  race  of  mortals  derive  their  origin  from  a 
god  named  Pon,  Ta,  Bo,  Ba,  Mi,  Sonan.  De^ 
fcending  from  the  heavens,  he  perceived  a  flower 
on  the  water  ;  he  cut  it  in  two  with  a  flroke  of 
his  cimeter,  and  from  the  flower  arofe  a  beauti- 
tul  female,  of  whom,  he  became  enamoured.  He 
would  have  been  very  happy  to  have  married 
her  ;  but  the  innocent  beauty  preferred  a  virgin 
ftate,  and  refufed  to  liften  to  him.  Pon,  Ta, 
Bo,  Ba,  Mi,  Sonan,  thought  it  unworthy  of  a 
god  like  him  to  make  ufe’  of  violence  :  he 
placed  himfelf  at  a  diflance  where  they  could 
look  at  each  other;  and  by  the  fire  of  his  eyes 
caufed  her  to  become  a  mother,  without  her 
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Ioling  her  virginity.  When  the  god  had  children, 
he  began  to  plan  means  for  their  happinefs  on 
the  earth  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  created  the 
animals,  fruits,  plants,  and  whatever  could  add 
to  their  enjoyment ;  but  be  tailed  very  little 
himfelf.  He  grew  weary,  and  lighed  after  the 
celellial  abodes  he  had  forfaken.  The  gods, 
offended  at  his  having  quitted  them,  would 
not  receive  him  ;  however  they  buffered  them- 
felves  to  be  prevailed  on  by  a  fevere  penance 
he  endured,  and  admitted  him  to  their  fecrets, 
there  to  enjoy  the  extafies  of  perfedl  blifs.  The 
X.anjans  have  a  variety  of  opinions  on  the  origin 
of  the  blacks  ;  but  they  may  all  be  referred  to 
this  one,  that  they  are  the  progeny  of  the  demons, 
precipitated  to  the  earth  after  a  battle  with  the 
white  gods. 

Four  gods  governed  the  world  ;  but  three  of  • 
them,  fatigued  with  thefe  cares,  withdrew  them- 
felves  to  lead  a  tranquil  life.  The  burthen  fell 
then  on  Shaka,  who  would  have  been  very  glad 
to  have  tailed  the  fvveets  of  annihilation  ;  but  the 
fear  of  feeing  the  world  fubverted  if  he  abandoned 
it  induced  him  to  continue  his  vigilance  over  it, 
which  he  exerts  by  the  power  he  invifibly  imparts 
to  flatues,  by  breathing  on  them  at  the  folemn 
feafis.  His  empire,  after  a  period  of  five  thoufand 
years,  will  be  deflroyed  by  an  impoftor,  a  fpecies 
of  antichrift,  who  will  overthrow  the  temples, 
break;  the  flatues  and  images,  burn  the  books. 
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_  -perfecute  all  religions,  and  forbid  their  being 
exercifed,  efpecially  that  of  Shaka,  and  will 
eftablifh  one  entirely  different  from  that  of  his 
predeceffors. 

Yetis  this  only  the  law  of  retaliation  ;  for,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  avowal  of  the  talapoins  therafelves, 
Shaka  treated  the  god  of  the  chriftians  in  the 
fame  manner.  After  having  prefervea  the  world 
%  during  five  thoufand  years,  his  great  age  render¬ 

ed  this  god  indolent.  Shaka  determined  to  pu- 
nifh  him.  The  god,  the  better  to  move  his  com¬ 
panion,  affirmed  the  appearance  of  a  poor,  ab- 
je£t  man,  and  afked  leave  to  govern  only  one 
year  longer.  The  compaffionate  Shaka  found  a 
middle  way  of  arranging  things,  which  was  to 
abandon  to  the  fuperannuated  god  the  poor 
and  flerile  weft,  and  to  keep  the  countries  .of 
the  eaft  for  himfeif.  The  old  god  fet  off  with  a 
retinue  by  no  means  fplendid ;  but  no  fooner 
wras  he  arrived  in  his  dominions,  than  he  fud- 
denly  difplayed  immenfe  wealth,  and  performed 
tome  very  extraordinary  addons,  well  fuited  to 
procure  him  a  number  of  fedtaries.  The  report  of 
thefe.  wonders  reached  the  votaries  of  Shaka  in 
the  eaft,  and  thenceforward  they  confidered  him 
as  an  arrant  rogue,  w,ho  could  only  have  acquired 
thefe  treafures  by  theft.  T  hey  placed  fpies  round 
him,  and  were  on  the  point  of  arrefting  him, 
yvhen  he  difappeared.  The  orientals  having 
pfiffed  the  father,  feszed  his  only  fan,  and  cru  ? 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


477 


cified  him.  The  occidentals  have  (till  perfift- 
ed  in  acknowledging  the  fon  for  god,  and  in 
adoring  him  ;  becaufe  by  delivering  himfelf  up 
to  a  voluntary  death,  though  innocent,  to  ex¬ 
piate  his  father’s  faults,  he  proved  by  that 
great  fubmiffion  that  he  was  more  than  man. 

Such  was  the  refult  of  a  converfation  a  mif¬ 
fionary  had  with  a  talapoin.  Some  authors  con¬ 
jecture,  and  perhaps  with  reafon,  that  the  tala¬ 
poin  only  invented  and  related  this  fable  by 
way  of  recrimination  againft  the  million  ary,  who 
reviled  his  god  Shaka,  and  expofed  with  con¬ 
tempt  the  abfurdities  of  his  doCtrines.  This  ap¬ 
pearance  of  difdain,  and  of  acrimonious  cen- 
fure,  is  evident  in  whatever  this  fame  miffion- 
ary  relates  of  the  talapoins.  It  fhould  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  thofe  of  Arracan,  of  Pegu,  and 
Ava,  are  reprefented  to  us  as  eftimable,  mild, 
humane,  charitable,  and  very  tolerant  men.  By 
what  ftrange  fatality  fhould  thofe  of  Lao  be  the 
exact  reverfe  ?  There  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  miffionary,  hurried  away  by  the  excefs  of  his 
zeal,  only  beheld  them  with  prejudiced  eyes, 
and  has  accufed  the  whole  body  with  the  vices 
of  a  few  individuals,  of  which  there  always  will 
be  fome  in  all  large  communities. 

By  the  miffionary’s  account,  “  the  talapoins 
“  are  lazy,  idle,  and  fworn  foes  to  ail  induftry ; 
“  their  convents  are  fo  many  feminaries  of  de- 
“  bauchery,  the  retreats  of  ignorant  vagabonds. 
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**  the  fchools  of  every  fpecies  of  vice  and  abomi- 
“  nation.  They  are  reputed  the  moil  perfidious 
race  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  are  all  the 
<£  very  refufe  of  the  populace.”  And  thefe 
are  the  men  who  are  eileemed  and  reve¬ 
renced  by  the  nobles,  and  in  whom  they  re- 
pofe  an  unlimited  confidence !  According  to 
the  fame  miffionary,  the  day  of  their  admif- 
fion  into  the  talapoin  order  is  a  public  feaft, 
which  is  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  the 
noblemen  of  the  court,  and  even  the  king 
himfelf.  They  fend  provifions,  dreffes,  and 
prefents  of  every  kind.  Their  convents  are,  like 
thofe  of  the  carthufians  or  camaldules,  divided  in- 
■  to  cells  fcattered  through  a  vaft  inclofure.  <4  They 
“  do  nothing,”  fays  the  miffionary,  cc  but  eat, 
“  drink,  and  fleep ;”  however,  he  allows  that 
they  prefide  over  fchools,  where  filence  is  ftrifitly 
obferved;  and  that  in  their  temples  they  have  a 
regular  fervice,  which  feems  rather  long.  They 
are  very  proud,  and  fupported  by  the  monarch, 
who  makes  ufe  of  them  to  keep  the  people  in  re- 
fpefitful  order.  They  have  confeffion,  and  a  ce¬ 
remony  fimilar  to  the  afperfion  of  holy  water.  The 
talapoins  pretend  to  the  powers  of  magic,  and  the 
populace  believe  them;  but  undoubtedly  they  do 
not  believe  it  themfelves.  Thefe  pretended  idlers 
prefide  over  the  public  fchools,  and  are  appoint¬ 
ed  to  inftrutt  youth.  The  univerfity  of  Lao,  of 
which  they  are  the  dofitors  and  mailers,  attracts 
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great  numbers  of  ftudents  from  Pegu  and  Siam. 
Thefe  minillers  are  accufed  of  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
felytifm,  and  of  endeavouring  to  entice  their 
youthful  pupils  to  enter  into  their  order.  Solici¬ 
tations  on  that  head  are  fcsrcely  neceffary,  for 
they  enjoy  a  brilliant  reputation,  and  confider- 
able  privileges.  As  long  as  they  remain  in  tine 
order  all  commerce  with  the  fex  is  forbidden 
them,  but  they  have  the  liberty  of  quitting  it. 
Their  fermons,  which  are  methodical,  conftant- 
ly  turn  on  five  precepts;  which  are  not  to  kill 
any  thing  that  has  life,  to  refpect  their  neigh¬ 
bour’s  wife,  not  to  lie,  not  to  fteal,  not  to  drink 
wine.  They  either  give  or  fell  difpenfations. 
Their  manner  of  preaching  is  model!,  their  flyle 
finrple,  and  without  gefticulation. 

The  king  vifits  the  temples  at  a  Rated  time, 
and  always  with  prefents,  and  with  great  mag¬ 
nificence.  The  luxury  difplayed  at  his  court 
is  imitated  by  the  governors  of  provinces,  and 
all  thofe  in  place,  in  proportion  to  their  dignity. 
Thefe  are  known  bv  boxes  more  or  lefs  valuable, 
which  are  carried  by  their  fervants  after  them. 
All  property,  even  landed  property,  belongs  to 
the  king.  He  only  leaves  the  furniture  to  thofe 
whom  he  withes  to  favour  on  the  death  of  their 
relations :  he  diftributes  the  lands  to  others. 
The  mofl  precious  wealth  is  that  which  may 
be  eafily  concealed  ;  as  gold,  fdvcr,  and  jewels. 
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Thefe  riches  are  the  objeft  of  an  affive  commerce* 
There  is  no  order  of  nobility:  difference  of  rank 
folely  depends  on  the  will  of  the  fovereign.  They 
have  very  fewlaws:  cuftom  regulates  every  thing. 
In  other  refpefts  the  king’s  decifion  is  arbitrary. 
In  every  family  there  is  a  principal  branch, 
whofe  chief  preferves,  by  right  of  fucceffion,  an 
authority  ov£r  all  his  defcendants.  How  far 
the  degree  of  fubjeffion  extends  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  very  great  ;  for  twice  in  the  courfe  of  a 
year  each  individual  of  the  race  is  obliged  to 
make  prefents  to  its  chief,  to  ferve  him  as  guards 
and  domeftics,  to  labour  for  him  at  his  own 
expenfe,  and  to  obey  him  in  all  his  commands. 
This  cuftom  is  faid  to  be  of  confiderable  utility 
to  the  king,  who  has  only  to  gain  over  the 
chiefs,  to  levy  powerful  armies.  Thefe,  how¬ 
ever,  have  not  prevented  this  kingdom,  which 
during  more  than  a  thoufand  years  was  fubje£t 
to  its  natural  kings,  from  paffing  alternately 
during  the  two  lafl  centuries  into  the  hands  of 
the  Avans,  Peguans,  and  Chinefe.  It  is  now 
fuppofed  to  be  governed  by  its  own  princes  j 
but  as  the  miffionaries,  defpairing  of  reaping 
any  fruit  there,  have  withdrawn  themfelves,  w@ 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  any  pofterior  revolutions, 
if  fuch  there  have  been. 
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Siam. 

•  -  '  [ 

The  kingdom  of  Siam  is  furrounded  by  a  Siam,  be- 

.  .  0  .  .  •  tween  Ben- 

lemicircular  chain  of  high  mountains  which  gai,  Pegl* 
feparates  it  from  Laos,  and  inhabited  by  the  boja,  and  the 
Siamefe  favages.  The  fea  coafts  are  interfperfed  °f 
with  valleys  and  very  indifferent  harbours. 

Within  fight  of  the  coaft  lie  a  number  of  iflands, 
fome  of  which  are  fubje£t  to  Siam,  others  inde¬ 
pendent.  A  large  river  flows  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  produces  there  the  fame  fertility 
which  the  Nile  bellows  on  Egypt.  It  engenders 
enormous  crocodiles.  The  flirrie  with  which 
all  the  country  is  overflowed  rolls  on  to  the  fea, 
and  forms  a  bar  which  leaves  but  twelve  feet 
water  at  the  higheft  tides,  and  prevents  the 
approach  of  large  fiiips.  Fortunately  the  road 
is  excellent.  The  forefts  produce  fine  timber 
for  building.  There  are  found  the  tree  whence 
the  varnifh  is  taken  ;  the  iron  tree,  extremely 
heavy,  of  which  anchors  ate  made ;  dying, 
and  odoriferous  woods ;  mines  of  every  kind,  as 
of  iron,  cryflal,  antimony,  emefy,  lead,  and  tin. 
Pinchbeck,  which  is  a  mixture  of  gold  and 
copper,  was  invented  at  Siam.  There  alfo  are 
found  the  loadflone,  agates,  fapphires,  and  dia¬ 
monds.  The  Siamefe  work  their  metals  very 
badly :  they  only  know  how  to  fmelt  them. 

They  have  neither  needles,  nails,  fiSffors,  nof 
locks.  Buildings  and  veffels,  every  thing  in  that 

vol.  v.  11 


43  2 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

country,  is  joined  and  attached  by  pegs  and  faft- 
enings  of  wood.  The  great  heats,  which  other- 
wife  would  be  infupportable,  are  corrected  by 
the  rains.  They  have  fcarcely  any  of  our  kitchen 
garden  plants,  fuch  as  melons,  artichokes,  cab¬ 
bages,  turnips,  onions,  nor  of  thofe  which  com- 
pofe  our  falads.  Grapes  are  not  good  there  any 
more  than  corn.  In  general  the  fcorching  heat, 
by  cauflng  the  fpirits  to  evaporate,  diminilh  the 
flavour  of  the  vegetables,  and  deftroy  the  odour 
of  the  flowers. 

The  capital,  which  we  name  Judia,  is  very 
extenfive,  but  the  population  by  no  means  in 
proportion  j  the  king’s  palace  of  itfelf  would  com- 
pofe  a  confiderable  town.  He  ufually  refides  at 
Louvo,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fourteen  leagues; 
the  Verfailles  of  Sian; ;  but  in  an  admirable 
fituation.  The  moft  important  city  of  the  king¬ 
dom  is  Bankok,  built  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
river,  not  far  from  the  mouth,  and  well  fortified 
for  that  country.  By  following  the  coaft,  the 
iflands  of  Andaman  prefent  themfelves,  inhabited 
by  cannibals.  They  boldly  venture,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuperiority  of  numbers  and  fire¬ 
arms,  to  fwim  to  the  veflels  which  approach 
their  lhores,  and  board  them  with  their  wooden 
fabres.  They  likewife  frequently  make  inroads 
on  their  neighbours.  The  illand  of  Jonfalam  offers 
a  convenient  harbour  for  the  commerce  of  Pegu 
and  Bengal.  The  natives  of  the  Nicobar  ifles  are 
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very  eager  to  obtain  iron,  which  may  be  very  ad- 
vantageoufiy  exchanged  with  them.  The  women 
fhavetheirheads:  they  perhaps  are  the  only  women 
in  the  world,  except  the  Jewefles,  who  deprive 
themfelves  of  the  ornament  of  hair.  It  mull:  be 
remarked,  that  they  do  not  fubditute  wigs. 

Then  follows  the  peninfula  of  Malacca,  in 
which  is  found  the  kingdom  of  Johor,  whofe 
capital  is  Malacca.  The  Portuguefe  took  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  ere&ed  the  fort  ot  Formofa,  and 
have  been  expelled  by  the  Dutch.  The  port  of 
Malacca  is  one  of  the  fined  of  all  India.  It  was 
one  of  the  handfomed  cities  in  Afia,  after  Goa  a^d 
Ormus  ;  the  emporium  of  the  trade  of  China  and 
japan ;  and  the  key  to  the  commerce  carried  on 
through  the  ftraits  of  Sunda.  The  Malays,  the  de- 
fcendants  of  the  Javanefe,  have  black  hair,  a  flat 
nofe,  and  large  eyes.  They  wear  no  clothing.  The 
women  ornament  their  long  hair  with  jewels,  are 
proud,  and  demand  refpe£t.  At  Malacca  is 
found  a  race  of  men  who  can  only  fee  at  night. 
There  are  fome  it  is  alfo  reported  in  Africa. 
It  would  be  curious  to  difcover  whether  this 
proceeds  from  nature  or  habit.  The  Malay 
language  pafles  for  the  pureft  and  mod  agreeable 
of  all  the  eaft.  It  is  likewife,  on  account  of  its 
extent,  the  mod  ufeful.  Thofe  who  traffic  on 
that  coad  cannot  difpenfe  w'ith  the  knowledge 
of  it.  - 

The  people  of  Johor  are  brave,  but  luxurious; 
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liars,  but  moft  infufferably  proud.  Their  com¬ 
plexion  inclines  to  a  light  blue.  The  frequent  ufe 
of  betel  dyes  their  teeth  black.  They  paint  their 
nails  yellow,  and  diftinguifh  their  rank  by  their 
length.  In  that  country  grows  the  fago,  which 
is  the  pith  of  a  thrub  that  is  fometimes  ferved 
on  our  tables.  The  prince  who  reigned  in  1695 
was  addi£ted  to  a  moft  infamous  vice.  His 
mother,  with  an  intention  of  reclaiming  him, 
fent  him  a  beautiful  girl,  while  he  was  in  bed. 
The  brute  pulhed  her  from  him,  and  caufed  her 
arms  to  be  broken  by  blacks,  becaufe  Ihe  offered 
to  embrace  him.  The  father  of  this  unfortunate 
creature  rid  the  earth  of  this  young  monfter; 
and  the  crown  was  conferred  on  his  coufin,  who 
was  equitable,  moderate,  and  pious.  He  was 
much  beloved  by  his  fubjedts;  but  unhappily  he 
iuffered  himfelf  to  be  influenced  by  his  brother, 
a  man- in  albrefpefts  of  an  oppofite  character. 
He. excited  the  hatred  of  the  populace,  who 
revolted,  and  purfued  him  into  the  woods, 
whither  he  had  fled  for  fafety.  Defpairing  of 
any  mercy  bom  thefe  infuriates,  he  flew  his 
wives  and  children,  but  hefitated  at  putting 
himfelf  to  death.  A  page,  who  was  only  twelve 
vears  old,  amazed  at  his  cowardice,  faid  to  him  : 
4£  What !  do  you  prefer  dying  by  the  hand  of 
“  a  flave,  to  dying  like  a  prince  ?  Although  I 
£C  am  innocent,  and  may  hope  to  have  my  Ji-fq 
“  fparcd,  I  will  teach  you  how  to  die.”  Pie 
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inftantly  plunged  a  poniard  into  his  bofom,  and 
the  prince  followed  his  example.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  were  related  by  the  furviving  page. 
The  monarch  propofed  to  refume  himfelf  the 
authority,  promifing  his  fubjefb  to  govern  in  a 
better  manner.  They  made  him  this  reply : 
“  You  are  too  religious  to  be  a  good  king. 
fC  You  may  retire.  We  will  confider  how  we 
<e  (hall  difpofe  of  the  crown.”  They  loaded  a 
velfel  with  riches,  put  him  on  board  with  all  his 
family,  an-d  difmifled  him  :  an  example  worthy 
imitation.  The  inhabitants  of  fome  neighbouring 
illands  received  him  as  their  fovereign.  The 
kingdom  of  Johor  produces  pepper,  nutmegs, 
diamonds,  aromatic  and  colorific  woods,  and 
bezoars  more  valued  than  any  other.  The  em¬ 
perors  of  Siam  take  the  title  of  monarchs  of  all 
thefe  countries,  though  they  do  not  poflefs  even 
the  fhadow  of  authority  over  them. 

The  Siamefe  are  mild,  modeft,  civil,  and  efpe- 
cially  very  fubmjffive,  lefs  perhaps  from  nature 
than  conftraint,  One  of  the  kings  of  Siam 
ufed  to  fay  of  his  fubjefts  :  cc  They  are  of  the 
“  difpofition  of  monkeys,  who  tremble  as  long 
<c  as  one  holds  the  end  of  their  chain,  but  who 
£C  acknowledge  no  matter  as  foon  as  it  is  loofen- 
"  ed.”  This  comparifon  is  applicable  to  many 
others.  More  than  half  the  kingdom  of  Siam 
is  peopled  by  ttrangers — Peguans,  and  others — - 
who  have  become  naturalized  by  their  incur- 
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fions,  Men  become  Haves  for  debts,  for  crimes, 
and  if  they  choofe  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  fer- 
vitude;  but  it  is  only  domeftic  fervice,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  mild.  There  is  no  nobility,  nor  any  other 
diftindiion,  except  while  in  the  poffeflion  of  fome 
poft ;  as  foon  as  that  is  terminated  they  return 
to  the  clafs  of  the  people.  The  children  of  the 
great  have  no  privilege  granted  them  in  this 
refpect.  The  Siamefe  have  much  veneration  for 
old  age.  Mendicity  is  confidered  as  difgraceful 
by  them,  and  theft  as  ftill  more  fo  :  they  fupport 
their  poor  relations  for  fear  they  fhould  afk 
alms.  They  are  naturally  extremely  cold,  fel- 
dom  moved  to  admiration,  and  are  born  indif¬ 
ferent  and  without  curiofity.  The  women  are  mo- 
deft,  conftant,  and  retired.  Thofe  who  are  fur- 
prized  in  a  fault  may  be  fold  by  their  hufbands 
to  a  man  who,  by  paying  a  tax,  has  a  right  to 
proftitute  them. 

Their  ftature,  phyfiognomy,  and  drefs,  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  refembles  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree  thofe  we  have  already  defcribed  as 
their  neighbours.  As  the  climate  is  extremely 
hot,  they  are  little  covered,  but  more  decently  at 
Siam  than  elfewhere.  Faces  fhaped  like  a  lo¬ 
zenge,  pointed  at  the  top  and  bottom,  with  the 
cheeks  widened,  inclining  to  the  Tartar  and 
the  Chinefe,  are  more  common  than  any  other. 
Their  houfes  are  raifed  upon  piles,  becaufe  of  the 
inundations,  and  are  of  a  very  eafy  conftruction  . 
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the  wails  and  floors  are  clofed  with  bamboo 
hurdles 3  the  furniture  very  Ample,  as  is  their 
food  :  all  kinds  of  provifions  are  extremely  cheap. 
To  the  fhame  of  fobriety  be  it  fpoken,  fay  travel¬ 
lers,  the  Siamefe  neither  live  longer  than  other 
people,  nor  are  lefs  exempt  from  diforders.  The 
mod  common  are  eruptive  complaints,  cancers, 
abcefles,  fiftulas,  and  particularly  faint  Anthony’s 
fire.  They  no  doubt  have  phy  ficians,  for  where  do 
they  not  abound  ?  Their  methods  of  cure  conflft 
in  certain  receipts,  and  in  caufing  the  body  to  be 
trodden  on.  The  Siamefe  lead  a  very  idle  life  ; 
eating,  playing,  fmoking,  fleeping,  and  parading 
the  ftreets  to  fee  the  dancers  and  jugglers,  are 
their  only  occupations.  The  women  entirely 
manage  the  houfehold.  Their  mod  ordinary 
conveyance,  on  account  of  the  inundations,  is 
the  baloon,  a  boat  made  out  of  one  Angle  tree, 
Some  of  thefe  are  from  fixteen  to  twenty  fathoms 
in  length,  which  carry  from  a  hundred  to  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  rowers.  They  go  with  the 
fvviftnefs  of  an  arrow.  It  is  in  thefe  that  the 
rich  difplay  all  their  luxury. 

Marriage  is  an  affair  of  three  vifits  3  at  the 
firfi:  they  afk,  the  fecond  fee,  the  third  enjoy; 
the  prefence  of  the  relative  is  all  that  is  necef- 
fary,  the  talapoins  are  not  concerned  with  it 3 
all  they  do  is,  to  go  a  few  days  after  to  give 
their  bidding  and  their  prayers.  The  ceremony 
is.  limilaf  to  that  every-where  elfe,  accompanied 
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with  feafts,  amufements,  and  great  expenfe.  The 
Siamefe  in  general  take  but  one  wife,  and  there 
are  degrees  of  affinity  prohibited  j  however  the 
king  of  Siam  efpoufed  his  lifter.  A  connex¬ 
ion  between  free  perfons  is  permitted.  Child¬ 
ren  are  educated  in  great  refpeft  towards  their 
parents.  If  they  were  not  trained  to  it  from 
their  infancy  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
acquire  the  different  attitudes  to  be  employed 
before  fuperiors,  the  attitudes,  geftures,  and 
proftrations,  which  they  mull  ufe  towards  each 
other,  under  pain  of  being  thought  unpolite, 
and  even  of  rendering  themfelves  guilty  of  rude- 
nefs. 

They  have  two  languages.  The  Siamefe  is 
the  vulgar  tongue,  and  the  Baly  the  facred  : 
but  the  latter  is  little  known  except  by  the 
priefts.  The  Siamefe  nearly  refembles  the  Chi- 
nefe ;  this  language  is  accented ;  they  appear 
to  be  rather  Tinging  than  fpeaking.  They  are 
quick  and  fure  arithmeticians,  bad  philofophers, 
no  metaphyficians,  and  ftudy  the  planetary  fyftem 
as  aftrologers  only,  to  be  able  to  divine  and 
predi£t;  they  have,  however,  aftronomical  tables, 
and  calculate  eclipfes.  They  attempt  everything: 
* — they  fmelt  metals,  work  in  wood,  build,  gild, 
carve,  paint,  but  excel  only  in  embroidery.  They 
are  honeft  in  their  traffic  :  gold  is  a  merchan¬ 
dize  ;  ftlver  is  coined,  but  is  of  fmall  value. 
Commodities  are  paid  for  in  cowries — little  ftiells 
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brought  from  the  Maldives.  Seven  or  eight 
hundred  of  them  go  for  a  farthing,  but  a  far¬ 
thing  will  almoft  procure  them  food. 

They  burn  the  dead.  The  talapoins  a  did  at 
funerals.  Far  from  thinking  that  the  natural 
propenfity  of  the  foul  is  to  inhabit  a  body,  they 
confider  tranfmigration  as  a  punifhment.  Betides, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  give  a  Siamefe  an  idea  of  a 
fpirit,  an  immaterial  fubftance,  which  we  fay 
we  fo  eafily  conceive.  They  are  not  better  in¬ 
formed  in  this  refpeft  than  were  the  Romans 
with  their  lares  and  their  manes.  They  believa 
them  to  be  material  fubdances,  but  of  a  nature 
fo  fubtle  that  they  efcape  both  from  the  touch 
and  fight.  They  imagine  that  after  quitting  the 
bodythey  have  a  recollection  of  it  during  their 
firft  transmigrations ,  which  is  the  reafon  why 
the  Siamefe  pray  to  the  fouls  of  their  ancedors 
until  the  third  and  fourth  generations,  prefuming 
that  afterwards,  in  the  latter  dates  of  tranfmi¬ 
gration  they  experience,  they  are  nqt  permitted 
any  longer  to  remember  their  defendants.  To 
all  the  tranfmigrations,  if  their  conduCt  has  been 
right,  fucceeds  the  Nireupan,  the  true  paradife  ; 
not  the  annihilation  of  Shaka,  but  univerfal  re- 
pofe ;  what  might  be  called  the  blejfed  Jlate  of 
inattivity  of  the  Italians.  In  that  date  the  Sia¬ 
mefe  tafte  a  pleafure  equal  to  the  gods. 

The  morality  of  the  Siamefe  is  comprehended, 
like  that  of  the  Lanjans,  in  five  precepts,  incul- 
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cated  by  the  talapoins  :  we  fhal]  not  particula¬ 
rize  tbofe  of  Siam.  They  haye  fome  duties 
which  are  peculiar  to  them,  and  which  have  no 
reference  effentially  to  their  inftitution.  To  in- 
ftrudt  in  the  fchools,  and  preach  continence,  is  a 
rigid  obfervance  :  there  are  talapoins  conftrain- 
ed  to  the  fame  aufterities.  In  general  they  are 
old  before  they  are  admitted.  The  miffionaries 
imagined  they  had  difcovered  among  the  tala¬ 
poins  the  hierarchy  of  the  catholic  church.  The 
fancrats,  the  fuperiors  of  the  great  monafteries,are 
the  bifhops,  and  the  fuperiors  of  the  fmall  ones, 
the  curates.  In  fa£l,  the  fancrats  alone  have 
the  power  of  making  talapoins,  as  the  bilhops 
only  have  the  power  of  ordaining  priefts.  There 
exifts  a  great  degree  of  fubordination  among 
them.  The  temples  are  crowned  with  pyra¬ 
mids,  and  filled  with  monftrous  ftatues.  The 
founder,  or  reformer,  of  their  religion,  is  named 
Sommona  Cadom,  which  fignifies  lord,  whofe 
epocha  they  fix  five  hundred  years  prior  to  the 
chriftian  era.  He  was  a  very  holy  perfonage, 
who  diftributed  all  his  pofieflions  to  rhe  poor, 
that  he  might  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  ftudy, 
falling,  and  prayer,  to  the  mortification  of  his 
fenfual  appetites,  and  to  the  exercife  of  a  perfect 
life  ;  but  as  the  practice  of  thefe  duties  ispoflible 
only  to  the  talapoins,  he  embraced  their  pro- 
feifion.  He  was  a  formidable  champion  3  he 
overcame  in  fingle  combat  a  man  who  doubted. 
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his  perfedtions.  He  had  the  art  of  making 
himfelf  appear  fo  enormous,  that  the  eye  could 
only  meafure  him  with  difficulty  j  fo  diminutive, 
that  he  efcaped  from  mortal  fight ;  and  fo  agile, 
that  he  tranfported  himfelf  in  a  moment  wher¬ 
ever  he  pleafed.  This  latter  qualification  was 
of  infinite  fervice  to  him  in  extending  his  religion. 
Somtnona  Codom,  intreated  by  his  favourite 
difciple  to  extinguiffi  the  flames  of  hell,  would 
not  confent,  “  becaufe  mankind  would  become 
“  too  wicked,  if  they  loft  the  dread  of  that 
“  torment.”  This  faint  killed  a  man  in  his 
wrath,  which  is  the  reafon  wffiy  he  only  lived 
eighty  years.  Before  he  expired,  he  ordered  that 
they  fliould  eteel  ftatues,  and  build  temples  to 
him.  He  adlually  is  enjoying  the  bleffed  ftate  of 
Nireupan.  The  Siamefe  are  looking  forward  to 
another  who  is  foretold.  They  expeff  him 
with  the  fame  anxious  impatience  as  the  Jews 
expert  the  Meffiah,  and,  like  them,  have  been 
fometimes  deceived  by  impoftors. 

Their  laws  are  fevere,  and  their  punifhments 
cruel,  and  as  nearly  as  poffible  applicable  to  the 
crimes.  The  mouth  is  fewed  up  for  having 
talked  too  much,  and  flit  for  not  having  revealed 
wffiat  it  ought.  The  head  is  gaffied  with  a  fabre 
✓  for  not  having  executed  a  given  order  :  this  they  « 
call  a  pricking  or  roufing  of  the  memory.  The 
fhatne  of  the  punifhment  does  not  endure  beyond 
the  moment.  Once  pafled  it  is  forgotten,  and 
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they  refume  their  polls  and  dignities.  The  moft 
cuftomary  chaftiiement  is  that  of  flagellation, 
performed  with  fplit  bamboos,  which  leave  very 
deep  weals.  The  women  are  alfo  liable  to  it. 
When  it  is  by  the  king’s  command,  the  offenders 
fhew  their  remaining  fears  with  great  compla¬ 
cency,  “  becaufe  the  king  has  done  them  the 
“  honour  of  thinking  of  them.”  It  is  not  eafy 
to  believe  that  this  extravagant  adulation  obtains 
throughout  a  whole  nation. 

Yet  every  thing  is  credible  of  the  people 
who  tremble  under  the  yoke  of  a  defpot,  and 
no  king  is  more  defpotic  than  the  king  of 
Siam.  He  intimidates  the  great  by  arbitrary 
and  barbarous  chaftifements,  and  cruflies  the 
fin  all  beneath  the  weight  of  the  taxes.  No 


one  therefore  is  attached  to  him,  except  per¬ 
chance  thofe  who  ferve  him  in  the  interior  of  his 
palace.  Thefe  confift  of  women  and  eunuchs. 
He  caufes  the  eyes  of  his  brothers  to  be  put 
out,  and  keeps  the  reft  of  his  relations  in  the 
mod  abjefl  dependence.  His  fubjefls  are  oblig¬ 
ed  to  work  fix  months  in  the  year  for  him. 
They  are  afraid  of  appearing  rich,  and  bury 
whatever  they  have  of  value  in  the  earth,  for 
'  fear  of  a  fearch.  The  horror  the  Siamefe  have 
for  an  effufion  of  blood  renders  them  unfit  for 
war.  When  they  are  in  the  enemy’s  prefence, 
they  fire  too  high  left  they  fhould  kill :  however, 
if  the  foe  approach,  they  fire  lower  j  it  is  his 
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fault  for  having  put  himfelf  within  gun-fhot.  A 
native  of  Provence,  named  Cyprien,  who  was* 
in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Siam  againft  the 
king  of  Singor,  finding  that  he  was  forbidden  ’to 
fire  ftraight,  imagined  that  it  was  through  trea- 
fon  to  the  king  of  Siam.  Tired  at  feeing  the 
armies  drawn  up  without  coming  to  aftion,  he 
went  at  night  into  the  enemy’s  camp,  took 
the  king  of  Singor  captive  in  his  very  tent,  and 
led  him  away  to  the  Siamefe  monarch. 

We  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  incon- 
fiderable  armies  that  were  thus  braved.  The 
firft  king  of  whom  we  have  any  fort  of  authen¬ 
tic  account  levied  one  compofed  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  men,  and  four  thoufand  elephants, 
againtt  two  neighbouring  kings,  whofe  refpect- 
able  forces  apparently  merited  this  effort.  The 
Siamefe  completed  his  number  in  twelve  days  ->■ 
for  he  iffued  a  proclamation,  importing,  that 
every  man  under  fixty  years  of  age  who  fhould 
not  enrol  himfelf  fhould  be  burned  alive.  This, 
however,  fay  they,  was  an  excellent  prince. 
He  commanded  his  expedition  in  perfon,  which 
proved  a  fortunate  one  j  but  during  his  ablence 
the  queen  forgot  herfelf  with  an  officer.  When 
her  hufband  returned,  left  he  fhould  difcover 
her  pregnancy,  fhe  poifoned  him,  and  married 
her  gallant.  Her  premature  delivery  revealed 
the  crime.  This  barbarous  mother  completed 
her  atrocity  by  alfo  poifoning  a  child  0/  eight 
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years  old,  whom  fhe  had  had  by  her  hufband, 
that  the  fon  of  her  adultery  might  inherit  the 
crown. 

The  king  of  Camboja,  in  concert  with  the 
principal  perfons  of  Siam,  caufed  the  queen  and 
her  new  fpoufe  to  be  put  to  death.  In  her  place 
they  raifed  one  of  the  late  king’s  relations  to  the 
throne,  whom  they  took  from  the  order  of  the 
talapoins,  which  he  had  embraced. 

Thefe  events  could  not  pafs  without  fubjedt- 
ing  the  government  to  much  confufion.  The 
kingofBarma,  the  ufurper  of  Pegu,  gaining  in¬ 
formation  that  the  talapoin  monarch  was  neither 
beloved  nor  efteemed,  invaded  Siam  with  eight 
hundred  thoufand  men,  of  whom  a  thoufand 
Portuguefe  was  the  chief  force ;  a  thoufand 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  five  thoufand  elephants. 
He  attacked  the  capital.  The  talapoin  defended 
himfelf  with  valour  and  fkill,  and  fuftained  four 
furious  affaults.  There  is  every  appearance  that 
he  muff  have  been  overpowered  in  the  fifth,  if 
a  rebellion  at  Pegu  had  not  recalled  the  king  of 
Barma.  Chaumigrem,  his  fucceffor,  returned 
againfi:  Siam  with  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred 
thoufand  men,  made  the  kingdom  tributary, 
and  carried  away  the  queen  to  Pegu,  with  her 
two  fons,  named  the  white  prince  and  the  black 
prince. 

After  a  revolution,  which  fent  back  the  Bar¬ 
ma  into  his  territory  of  Pegu,  in  defpite  of  fe- 
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venty  thoufand  men  he  had  led  on  againft  Slam, 
the  black  prince  afcendedthe  throne,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  at  his  death  by  the  white  prince.  Hiftory 
divides  between  them  many  cruelties,  and  many 
unjuft,  as  well  as  many  generous  and  laudable 
actions ;  but  accufes  the  white  prince  only  with 
the  barbarity  of  condemning  his  only  fon,ayoung 
man  of  great  promife,  to  be  put  to  death  on  a 
Ample  fufpicion.  This  inhuman  deed  occafioned 
difturbances  which  continued  for  a  length  of 
time,  becaufe  the  fuccelhon  was  inverted. 

Among  the  legitimate  heirs  there  were  fome 
ufurpers.  By  this  rivalry,  the  kingdom  remained 
in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  war  until  the  reign  of  Chaw 
Pafa  Thong. 

From  the  place  of  chancellor,  he  opened  aChawPafa 
paflage  to  the  throne  by  his  wealth  and  influence. 

He  entered  with  an  armed  force  into  the  palace, 
and  obliged  the  king  to  flee  for  refuge  into  the 
temple,  whence  he  led  him  back  prifoner  to  the 
palace,  and  caufed  him  to  be  declared  fallen 
from  the  throne,  and  unworthy  of  reigning,  for 
having  forfaken  the  palace';  as  if  it  had  been  a  vo¬ 
luntary  ath  Hiftory  is  filent  on  the  fate  of  this 
unhappy  fovereign.  The  ufurper  compelled  his 
daughter  to  give  him  her  hand,  although  {he  was 
already  married.  She  did  it  with  repugnance, 
but  brought  him,  however,  a  fon  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  died  before  the  fatal  cataftrophe  of  her 
family. 
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The  depofed  monarch  had  left  befides,  four 
fons  and  a  daughter,  to  whom  the  Siamefe 
fhewed  a  degree  of  attachment  difagreea’ble  t© 
the  ufurper.  He  determined  to  facrifice  them* 
as  well  as  the  nobles  whom  he  fufpedted.  Chaw 
Pafa  Thong  loft  a  daughter,  by  a  former  wife, 
whom  he  tenderly  loved.  He  had  the  funeral  of  the 
princefs  conducted  in  the  moft  fumptuous  ftyle. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  among  the  ceremonies 
all  the  ladies  were  obliged  to  weep  two  days 
and  two  nights:  if  fatigue  orfleep  flopped  their 
tears,  there  were  fome  old  dames  among  them 
armed  with  whips,  who  revivified  their  fource. 
The  king  himfelf,  gathering  up  the  allies,  as  was 
the  cuftora,  found  rather  a  large  piece  of  flefh 
unconfumed.  He  faid  to  the  nobility  prefent : 
“  What  think  you  ?  Is  it  from  refpedf  that  the 
“  flames  have  fpared  thefe  remains  of  my  daugh- 
“  ter’s  body  ?”  One  of  them  replied :  “  Y our 
majefty  is  too  much  enlightened  to  doubt  of 
what  you  fee.”  “  Ah  !  beyond  a  doubt,”  re¬ 
joined  the  monarch  vehemently,  “  I  have  but 
“  too  many  reafons  to  be  certain  of  what  I  have 
4C  fufpedted  a  thoufand  times,  that  my  daugh- 
<c  ter  has  been  poifoned.”  Upon  this  proof, 
which  cannot  fail  to  convince,  he  imprifoned 
the  princefs  his  fifter-in-law,  all  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  and  the  nobles,  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
for  their  attachment  to  the  royal  family:  Of 
four  brothers,  only  one  made  his  efcape,  whofe 
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fate  is  unknown.  Two  were  immediately  maf- 
facred,  and  the  fourth,  who  was  tVventy  years  of 
age,  referved  for  torture  with  his  lifter.  Under 
the  pretext  that  the  latter  had  betrayed  an  incli¬ 
nation  to  gaiety  at  the  funeral,  the  tyrant 
thought  proper  to  fix  his  fufpicions  on  her. 
There  exifted  not  a  torment  which  he  did  not 
employ  to  force  a  confeffion  from  her,  as  like- 
wife  from  her  women,  who  as  well  as  the  were 
all  put  to  the  torture.  She  did  not  abfolutely 
deny  the  fa6t ;  but  it  is  thought  that  what  fhe 
avowed  was  not  fo  much  to  do  homage  to  the 
truth,  as  to  wound  her  affaffin,  by  augmenting 
his  regret  for  his  daughter’s  death.  She  expired 
in  agonies.  As  for  the  young  prince,  as  the 
'  monfter  perceived  that  his  handfome  figure  and 
air  of  confidence  infpired  pity,  he  dreaded  its 
effects,  and  had  him  quickly  difpatched.  Up- 
wards  of  three  thoufand  perfons  of  the  firft  fa¬ 
milies  perifhed  on  this  occafion,  not  without  de- 
monftrating,  as  well  as  the  princefs,  that  the 
accufation  was  only  a  pretext  of  the  king’s,  ef¬ 
fectually  to  remove  all  thofe  whom  he  feared.  He 
reigned  thirty  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
fon  Chaw  Naraya. 

This  prince,  by  his  fine  qualities,  effaced  the 
ftain  of  his  origin.  The  Ion  of  a  ufurper,  the 

executioner  of  his  princes,  and  an  atrocious 

\ 

ilanderer,  Chaw  Naraya  proved  hiinfelf  cle¬ 
ment,  moderate,  and  equitable.  By  his  virtues, 
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the  miflionaries  judged  him  worthy  of  being  2 
chriftian.  The  events  which  gave  rife  to  this 
opinion  are  the  moft  interefting  part  of  his  hif- 
tory.  Almofi:  on  his  firft  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
he  had  fome  difpute  with  the  talapoins.  They 
formed  a  plan  of  affafiinatrng  him  one  day  that 
he  was  to  vifit  the  temple;  but  the  confpiracy 
was  fortunately  difcovered.  The  eonfpirators, 
by  the  king’s  order,  were  maffacred  by  his  guard, 
and  he  treated  both  the  talapoins  and  the  people 
who  had  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  feduced  with 
great  feverity.  One  of  the  fancrats  complained 
of  this  rigour.  By  way  of  anfwer.  Chaw  Naraya 
fent  a  monkey  of  the  lanreft  kind  to  his  houfe, 
with  a  command  to  feed  him  well,  and  let  him 
do  as  he  pleafed  till  further  orders.  The  mis¬ 
chievous  animal  was  no  fooner  arrived  at  the 
fancrat’s,  than  he  overthrew  every  thing,  broke 
the  porcelainpfpoiled  the  carpets,  bit  fome,  and 
beat  others.  The  fancrat  waited  on  the  king, 
and  intreated  him  to  deliver  him  from  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  a  gueft.  “  What!”  faid  the  prince,  “you 
cannot  bear  for  a  day  or  two  the  extravagant 
“  liberty  of  a  {ingle  animal,  and  you  expedf  me, 
“  during  my  whole  life,  to  endure  the  imper- 
“  tinences  of'  a  people  a  thoufand  times  worfe 
“  than  the  monkeys  of  the  forefts  ?  Go,”  conti- 
nued  the  monarch,  “  and  learn, 'that  if  I  know 
how  to  punilli  the  wicked  with  feverity,  I 
“  likewife  know  much  better  how  I  can  recom- 
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ee  penfe  the  good.”  It  was  true  ;  for  there  was 
not  any  favour  which  a  man  of  probity  might 
not  expecft  from  him  :  never  did  he  difmifs 
thofe  unrewarded  who  had  exerted  themfelves 
for  the  public  good. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  which 
was  of  great  length,  he  was  never  known  to 
engage  in  more  than  one  war,  and  that  was  as 
auxiliary  to  the  king  of  Camboja,  who  had  juft 
been  driven  from  the  throne  by  one  of  his  rela¬ 
tives.  The  ufurper  was  fupported  by  the  king 
of  Cochin  China.  The  council  of  Siam  repre- 
fented  to  Chaw  Naraya,  that  he  could  not  fend  a 
fufficient  number  of  troops  to  hope  for  fuccefs  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the 
expedition  might  expofe  him  to  much  danger. 
He  refolutely  replied  :  “  Thefe  reafons  are  futile. 
“  The  glory  which  the  king  of  Siam  will  acquire 
“  by  protedling  an  unfortunate  prince,  his  ally, 
“  from  whom  he  has  no  expedtations,  will 
<c  indemnify  him  for  all  his  Ioffes.”  On  this 
occafion,  his  magnanimity  triumphed  over  his 
prudence,  which  was  this  prince’s  predominant 
virtue. 

Some  hiftorians  neverthelefs  have  afferted, 
that  he  loft  fight  of  it  in  what  paffed  concerning 
the  chriftian  religion,  which  he  was  inclined, 
they  fay,  to  eftablifn  in  his  kingdom,  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  the  prevailing  one.  He  certainly  did 
give  a  kind  reception  to  the  miffionaries  of 
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Lewis  XIV.  He  permitted  them  to  build 
churches*  publicly  to  practife  their  religion,  and 
to  make  profelytes  if  they  could  ;  but  as  to  him- 
felf,  when  the  ambaffador  preffed  him,  in  the 
king’s  name,  to  embrace  the  chriftian  religion, 
he  replied  :  “  I  am  extremely  concerned  that 
“  the  king  of  France,  my  very  good  friend, 
“  fhould  urge  me  to  fo  very  difficult  an  a£f.  I 
“  depend  on  his  own  wifdom  to  decide  on  the 
“  importance  and  difficulty  accruing  from  a 
“  point  fo  exceedingly  delicate,  as  that  of  chang- 
“  ing  a  religion  received  and  followed  in  my  do- 
“  minions  for  more  than  two  thoufand  two  hun- 
‘c  dred  and  twenty-nine  years  ;  belides,  I  am  alfo- 
<c  niffied  that  the  king  of  France  ihould  fo  ftrong- 
“  ly  interelf  himfelf  in  an  affair  which  regards 
“  only  God,  who  feems  to  take  no  interelf  in  it. 

For  that  true  God,  who  has  created  the  hea- 
“  vens  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  creatures  that 
**  inhabit  them,  and  who  has  endued  them  with 
“  Rich  different  inclinations  and  natures,  might 
“  lie  not,  had  he  thought  proper,  have  given 
“  to  all  men  the  fame  fouls  and  bodies,  infpired 
them  with  the  fame  religious  fenliments  for 
<£  the  worlhip  he  molt  delights  in,  and  have 
“  given  to  all  nations  the  fame  faith?  That  or- 
a  der  among  mankind,  and  that  unity  of  reli- 
gion,  abfoluteiy  depends  on  his  divine  provi- 
tc  donee,  and  might  have  been  as  eafily  intro- 
“  duced  into  the  world  as  the  diverfity  of  fe£is 
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u  which  has  been  eftabliffied  from  the  earlieft 
“  times.  Ought  we  not  rather  to  believe,  that 
“  the  true  God  takes  pleafure  in  being  honour- 
“  ed  in  a  variety  of  worfhips  and  ceremonies  ; 
<c  and  in  being  glorified  by  an  immenfe  number 
“  of  creatures,  each  praifing  him  according  to 
M  his  manner?  However  that  may  be,”  conti¬ 
nued  the  king,  “  fince  we  all  know  that  God 
“  is  the  abfolute  mailer  of  the  world,  and  are 
“  convinced  that  nothing  can  happen  againft 
“  his  will,  I  refign  both  my  perfon  and  my  do- 
“  minions  into  the  hands  of  a  merciful  and  di- 
“  vine  Providence  ;  and  I  fincerely  fupplicate 
“  his  eternal  wifdom,  to  difpofeof  them  accord’ 
“  ing  to  his  good  pleafure.”  This  mode  of  ar¬ 
guing,  which  would  not  have  been  more  agree¬ 
able  to  a  talapoin  or  a  mufti  than  to  a  catholic 
miffionary,  proves  that  Chaw  Naraya  had  not  an 
exclufive  preference  for  chriftianity.  The  pre- 
deli&ion  he  ffiewed  for  it  was  rather  the  effect  of 
policy  than  of  convi61ion. 

He  had  a  Greek  at  his  court  named  Faul- 
kon,  called' by  the  French,  Conflance,  a  name 
no  more  Greek  than  the  former.  Enriched  by 
commerce,  ruined  by  the  dangers  of  the  fea, 
fortune,  reconciled  at  length  with  Faulkon„ 
brought  him  to  the  foot  of  the  throne.  The  king 
difcovered  talents  for  governing  in  him  un¬ 
known  to  his  Siamefe,  and  gave  him  his  whole 
confidence.  Faulkon  was  fatisfied  with  that^ 
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and  would  accept  no  place.  His  moderation1 
ought  to  have  removed  him  beyond  the  reach  of 
envy  ;  but  when  was  envy  abfent  from  a  cou'rt?- 
The  French  miffionaries,  feeing  the  Greek  in 
favour,  attached  themfelves  to  him,  although  he 
was  of  a  different  communion.  The  monarch, 
in  the  privileges  he  granted  them,  thought  only 
of  the  good  of  his  kingdom;  of  exten  ing  its 
commerce,  of  difeiplining  its  troops,  of  fortify¬ 
ing  its  cities,  by  the  means  which  a  folid  alliance 
with  France  furnifhed  him.  With  that  intention 
he  gave  the  miffionaries  flattering  audiences ;  but 
they  perceived  feveral  times,  that  after  fome 
converfation  on  religious  fubjecls,  he  returned  as 
foon  as  he  could  to  his  favourite  topics,  the  me¬ 
thod  of  enriching  his  dominions,  and  of  render¬ 
ing  his  reign  glorious. 

j6S8.  Faulkon  alfo  for  a  long  while  had  no  other 
objedf  in  view;  but  in  the  courfe  of  time,  the 
cabals  which  were  formed  at  court  made  him 
think  of  his  own  inter-eft  The  king  had  only 
two  children;  a  daughter,  heir  to  the  throne, 
and  a  natural  fon,  named  Prapye,  whom  he  ten¬ 
derly  loved.  He  had  granted  him  all  the  exte- 
rior  marksof  royalty.  It  is  imagined  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  marry  him  to  the  princels;  but  the  mo¬ 
narch  had  two  brothers,  both  of  them  ftill  young 
enough  to  afpire  to  the  princefs’s  hand.  The 
ir,|ffianaries  had  gained  over  Pfapye.  He  openly 
p’ofefled  the  chriftian  religion,  a  thing  which 
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Fas  highly  difpleafing  both  to  the  great  and  to 
the  populace.  Their  indignation  on  account 
of  the  prince’s  apodafy  fell  upon  Faulkon,  who 
was  very  intimate  with  the  miflionaries.  Threat¬ 
ened  by  a  furious  temped,  which  the  king’s  de¬ 
clining  health  might  render  extremely  danger¬ 
ous,  he  perfuaded  the  monarch  to  receive  the 
French  into  Merghi  and  Bankok,  his  two  prin¬ 
cipal  fortreffes,  and  the  keys  of  the  kingdom, 
and  converted  them  into  a  fort  of  academy,  in. 
which  the  Siamefe  might  be  trained  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  art,  and  indrudted  in  the  European  fciences. 
This  counfel,  approved  and  adopted,  appeared 
to  give  fome  confidence  to  his  favourite ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  its  execution  accelerated  his  ruin. 

Among  the  chief  perfons  of  the  kingdom,  in 
dignity  at  court,  was  Pitracha,  with  the  title  of 
great  mandarin,  an  artful  and  refolute  man,  allied 
to  the  firft  families,  enjoying  an  extraordinary 
reputation  for  his  abilities  and  religious  zeal. 
He  concealed  with  wily  addrefs  his  real  views, 
under  the  pretext  of  public  good.  He  inlinuated 
to  the  people,  that  the  French  were  only  come 
into  the  country  to  deftroy  the  royal  family,  to 
annihilate  their  religion  and  their  laws,  and  to 
render  them  fubfervient  to  Prapye  and  Faulkon. 
Fie  likewife  had  the  art  to  perfuade  the 
princes,  the  king’s  brothers,  that  he  only  adted 
tor  their  intered ;  but  their  credulity  was  mod 
fatally  punifhed. 
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The  king  at  this  period  fell  dangeroufly  ilk 
which  haftened  the  cataftrophe.  Pitracha  was 
his  fofter-brother,  of  the  race,  it  is  Paid,  over 
whom  the  father  -of  Chaw  Naraya  had  ufurped 
the  throne.  Never  had  he  betrayed  the  fmalleft 
ambition,  nor  delire  of  afpiring  to  any  other 
happinefs  than  that  of  a  private  life  ;  the  king, 
however,  had  obliged  him  to  accept,  though 
apparently  again!!  his  inclination,  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  elephants  and  borfes,  an  important 
poft,  which  he  filled  with  honour.  The  mo¬ 
narch  regarded  him  as  his  friend  ;  and  he  had  free 
accefs  to  the  palace  at  all  hours.  After  having 
planned  all  his  meafures,  furrounded  himfelf 
with  a  party  of  foldiers,  raifed  with  the  utmolt 
fecrefy,  Pitracha,  taking  advantage  of  the  faci¬ 
lity  this  familiarity  with  the  king  gave  him, 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  palace,  and  fent,  as 
from  the  lick  king,  for  Prapye,  his  fon.  Even 
in  the  monarch’s  chamber  he  entered  into  a  dis¬ 
pute  with  him  on  his  change  of  religion,  fell 
upon  him,  notwithllanding  the  cries  and  endea¬ 
vours  of  the  dying  prince  to  prevent  it,  and 
killed  him. 

This  tragedy  had  been  preceded  by  the  death 
of  Faulkon,  who  was  taken  as  in  a  fnare,  with¬ 
out  having  the  courage  to  defend  himfelf. 
though  the  French  who  accompanied  him  ok 
fered  him  the  aid  oi  their  fwords.  He  de¬ 
pended,  it  is  true,  on  the  king’s  friendfhip,  be.* 
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fore  whom  they  promifed  he  fhould  be  carried 
to  juftify  himfelf ;  but  Pitracha  took  care  not  to 
venture  fuch  an  interview.  Pie  ordered  the 
favourite  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and  delivered 
him  into  the  hands  of  the  executioners,  who  in- 
flifted  every  kind  of  torture  on  him  to  extort  a 
difcovery  of  his  treafures.  Pie  expired  in  the 
mod  excruciating  agonies.  Next,  by  dint  of  arti¬ 
fice,  protections  of  fidelity,  and  devotednefs  to 
their  fervice,  the  great  mandarin  contrived  to 
draw  the  king’s  two  brothers  to  Louvo.  As  it 
was  of  the  utmofl  importance  for  his  caufe,  that 
their  death  fhould  have  the  appearance  of  jus¬ 
tice,  he  caufed  them  to  be  condemned  by  the 
mandarins  aflembled,  as  guilty  of  attempts 
againfl:  his  own  life.  They  were  enclofed  in  a 
fack,  and  beaten  to  death  with  clubs  of  fandal 
wood,  in  compliance  with  a  law  of  Siam,  which 
forbids  the  fhedding  of  the  blood  of  its  princes. 

’I'his  was  the  laft  aft  of  the  tragedy.  It  is  not 
known  whether  Chaw  Naraya  was  informed  of 
this  horrid  cataftrophe.  It  feems  he  died  of  his 
illnefs,  and  that  Pitracha  only  accelerated  thefe 
maffacres  that  he  might  have  his  foot  on  the 
higheft  ftep  of  the  throne,  when  his  predecef- 
for  fhould  be  entering  his  tomb.  There  is  no 
certainty  with  refpeft  to  the  fate  of  the  princefs; 
fome  authors  fay,  that  Hie  was  ceremonioufly 
affaiiinated  like  her  uncles  ;  others,  that  Pitracha 
parried  her.  The  miflionaries  in  their  writings 
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are  very  loud  in  their  commendation  of  Chaw 
Naraya;  they'afcribe  to  him  penetration,  a  defire 
of  inftruciion,  a- great  deal  of  prudence,  wifdom, 
and  forefight.  It  muft  be  confeffed  that  they 
were,  little  benefited  by  this  latter  virtue,  for 
he  left  both  them,  and  the  reft  of  the  French, 
in  a  moft  dreadful  embarraffment. 

Negociations  were  opened  betv/een  Pitracha, 
who  ardently  withed  to  expulfe  the  French,  and 
to  recover  Merghi  and  Bankok,  the  two  princi¬ 
pal  fortreffes  ot  his  kingdom,  which  they  ftill 
held,  and  the  chiefs  among  the  French,  who 
would  willingly  have  furrendered  them,  provid¬ 
ed  it  were  without  fuftaining  any  damage,  and 

on  honourable  conditions.  After  feme  attacks 

\  •'  --  ‘ 1 

fuftained  with  great  courage  by  the  French, 
though  with  a  very  unequal  force,  the  par¬ 
ties,  at  length,  came  to  terms  of  accommo¬ 
dation.  The  Siamefe  furniftied  the  .French 
with  three  frigates  and  the  neceffary  provifions, 
and  they  quitted  the  kingdom.  Thus  termi¬ 
nated  the  long  and  expenfive  expedition  of  the 
French  to  Siam,  undertaken  with  the  hope  of 
eftablilh'ing  themfelves  there,  and  of  converting 
the  king  and  the  inhabitants.  Pitracha  neither 
lived  nor  reigned  long,  though  he  had  the  affec¬ 
tion  of  his  fuhiecls  ;  he  had  attached  the  tala- 
poins  to  him  by  his  refpecl  to  religion,  and  me¬ 
rited  the  veneration  of  the  people,  who  thought 
they  difeovered  in  him  a  heart  truly  Siamefe, 
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filled  with  efteem  for  his  own  nation,  and  con¬ 
tempt  for  every  other.  Thefe  fentiments,  which 
the  Siamefe  wiffied  to  fee  their  kings  poffefs, 
accounts  for  the  fury  they  naamfefted  againft  the 
miffionaries  and  their  converts,  as  foon  as  the 
rage  of  fanaticifm,  fo  long  repreffed,  had  power 
to  break  forth.  Death  is  nothing  in  compan¬ 
ion  of  the  tortures  they  inffi&ed  on  the  chrif- 
tians.  However  it  appears  that  religion  was 
not  the  only  motive  for  this  perfecution,  fince 
the  officers  and  foldiers  who  were  made  pri- 
foners  were  exoofed  to  it  as  well, as  the  miffion¬ 
aries  and  their  profelytes.  It  continued,  with 
more  or  lefs  rancour,  during  the  whole  reign  of 
Pitracha  ;  but,  notwithstanding,  chriftianity  was 
■not  entirely  deftroyed.  1 

Pitracha  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon.  He  mar-  i;°o. 
ried  his  father’s  widow  againft  her  will.  He 
did  not  live  long,  and  left  the  crown  to  his  fon, 
who  alfo  wiffied  to  efpoufe  that  princefs  ;  but  ( 
the  refufed  him,  and  retired  into  a  convent  of 
talapoins,  that  fhe  might  not  be  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  his  defies.  This  monarch’s  elded 
fon  gave  him  fome  caufe  of  difpleafure,  which 
induced  him  to  nominate  the  fecond  for  his  fuc- 
ceffor.  The  favoured  prince  refufed,  when  his 
father  was  dead,  to  be  benefited  by  the  privi¬ 
lege  affigned  him.  He  returned  his  elder  bro¬ 
ther  the  right  of  primogeniture,  on  condition  of 
fucceeding  him  if  he  ffiould  die  fird;  and  in  con- 
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fequence  of  this  agreement  the  eldeft  took  the 
crown,  and  the  fecond  was  declared  grand 
prince ,  that  is  to  fay,  preemptive  heir  to  the 
throne.  The  monarch  had  feveral  children. 
Paternal  tendernefs  made  him  forget  the  en- 
gagement  entered  into  with  his  brother.  He 
appointed  his  eldeft  fon,  who  had  become  a  ta¬ 
lapoin,  for  his  heir ;  but  the  devotee  was  too  con- 
feientious  to  be  an  accomplice  in  his  father’s 
perjury.  On  his  declining  it,  the  king  named 
his  fecond  fon,  who  accepted  it. 

The  two  grand  princes  levied  troops.  The 
uncle  defeated  the  nephew,  and  had  him  put  to 
death,  with  two  of  his  brothers.  He  offered 
his  crown  to  the  talapoin,  perhaps  to  try  him  : 
the  monk  perfevered  in  his  vocation,  which  in- 
fpired  his  uncle  with  a  great  affection  for  him. 
The  monarch’s  fon  became  jealous  of  him,  and 
made  an  attempt  on  his  coutin’s  life  even  in  the 
palace  ;  the  latter,  terrified,  ran  and  threw  him- 
felf  into  his  uncle’s  arms.  Irritated  at  fo  black 
a  crime,  the  king  Commanded  his  fon  to  be 
ftretched  on  the  ground,  and  undergo  the  chaff 
tifement  of  the  bamboo,  cuftomary  to  the  coun- 
try.  The  talapoin,  either  from  pure  humanity, 
or  from  policy,  that  he  might  difarm  the  refen  t- 
ment  of  a  man  who  might  one  day  be.  his 
mafter,  caft  himfelf  on  his  coufin’s  body,  ex¬ 
claiming:  “  My  lord,  your  fon  {hall  not  be 
ftpuck,  till  I  airt  firft  torn  to  pieces,”  Tfte 
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father,  much  affeCfcd,  pardoned  his  fon  at  his 
coufin’s  interceffion,  who  took  the  culprit  back 
with  him  to  his  monaftery.  He  did  not  lon^ 
remain  thete.  Beins:  recalled  bv  his  father,  he 
was  flrortly  after  accufed  of  difhonouring  his 
bed,  and  condemned  to  perpetual  impriftm- 
mcnt. 

The  monarch,  at  the  a°;e  of  eightv,  found-  fh?waI 
himfeh  with  two  fons.  The  eldeft,  who  lived  in  174S- 
the  mod  vitiated  hate  of  debauchery,  covered 
betides  with  a  difgufting  leprofy,  was  excluded 
from  the  throne.  The  fecond,  named  Chawal 
Padou,  which  fignifies  lord  of  the  temple,  had 
the  voice  of  the  people.  Educated  in  the  pa¬ 
godas,  he  had  imbibed  a  bigotted  zeal  for  the 
fuperftitions  ofhiscountry  :  he  alfo  had  acquired 
a  tafte  for  the  milder  virtues,  affability  and  in¬ 
dulgence,  which  made  him  beloved  by  his 
people;  but  he  carried  them  too  far  in  regard 
to  his  brother,  who  wras  ambitious,  reftlefs,  one 
might  fay  morofe.  He  took  a  real  pleafure  in 
contradicting  and  afflicting  his  brother;  in  every 
place  where  he  could,  he  always  took  the  firft 
place.  Chawal  Padou,  fatigued  by  the  mali¬ 
cious  attacks  of  his  brother,  ceded  him  the 
throne,  and  retired  into  a  convent.  Under  the 
leper,  as  depraved  in  mind  as  body,  the  affairs 
fell  into  the  greateft  diforder.  In  addition  to 
other  calamities,  the  Barmas,  conquerors  of  the 
Peguans,  and  united  with  them,  attacked  the 
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kingdom,  and  committed  dreadful  ravages.  The! 
princes  and  the  nobles  went  in  a  body  to  the 
pagoda  of  ChawalPadou,  and  conjured  him  to 
refume  the  reins  of  an  linkable  empire.  The 
king  himfelf,  convinced  of  bis  incapacity,  join¬ 
ed  his  fupplications  to  thofe  of  his  fubjecls„ 
Chawal  yielded  to  thefe  reiterated  entreaties, 
and  facrificed  his  predilection  for  retirement. 

But  other  qualities,  befide  thofe  of  clemency 
and  mildncfs,  were  neceffary  to  oppofe  con¬ 
querors  eager  of  plunder  3  even  prudence,  the 
ufual  affociate  of  thofe  pacific  virtues,  was  ab- 
fent  from  the  council  of  Siam.  Puffed  up 
with  a  ridiculous  vanity,  the  Siamefe  at  firft  de- 
fpifed  their  enemy  ;  and  when  they  could  no 
longer  deceive  themfelves  refpecling  their  fuc- 
cefs,  from  an  infolent  confidence,  they  fuddenly 
fell  into  difcouragement  and  confternation.  The 
troops  they  raifed  were  numerous,  but  without 
orderordifcipline,and  fell  before  the  intrepidBar- 
mas  as  a  flock  of  fiheep  before  wolves.  The  foldiers 
enquired  of  their  chiefs,  asdaftardly  and  inexpe¬ 
rienced  as  themfelves,  how  they  were  to  fight ; 
but  they  confidered  only.how  they  could  efcape. 
Not  that  thefe  enemies  were  fo  formidable ; 
for  a  handful  of  ftrangers,  ahnoft  all  French, 
the  miiiionaries  and  their  profelytes,  who  had 
furvived  the  laft  perfecution,  Tallied  out  againft 
the  Barmas,  and  forced  them  to  refpefit  them  ; 
but  their  courage  failed  to  infpire  an  effeminate 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


people.  The  capital  was  taken;  the  king  and 
his  court  fought  refuge  in  the  mountains ;  and 
the  whole  kingdom  was  pillaged,  laid  wafte, 
and  reduced  to  the  laft  date  of  mifery.  The 
conquerors  only  retired  when  there  was  nothing 
left  to  take,  and  carried  aw'ay  a  multitude  of 
captives.  The  barbarians  eager  of  riches,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Pegu,  principally  diredted  their  fury 
againft  thofe  whom  the  populace,  who  had 
joined  them,  pointed  out  as  opulent.  There 
does  not  exift  a  torture  which  they  did  not  in-, 
flidt  to  force  from  them  a  difcovery  of  their 
treafures  ;  and  if  any  among  them  were  fo  piti- 
lefs  as  to  look  with  an  eye  of  indifference  on 
the  misfortune  of  thofe  who  were  the  firft  vic¬ 
tims,  they  all  had  reafon  to  deplore  their  fupine^- 
nefs,  when  in  their  turn  they  were  made -to  feel 
the  fimilar  cruelty  and  calamities. 

Camboja. 

The  country  of  Camboja,  contiguous  to  Siam,  Camboja, 
is  a  valley  traverfed  by  a  large  river.  In  that  Siam,  Clii- 
refpedl  it  refembles  Egypt,  it  is  broader  though  chm'china, 
not  fo  long,  more  agreeably  fituated,  bounded  dian  tea.  "" 
on  either  fide  by  fertile  mountains,  inflead  of 
the  barren  ones  which  abound  in  the  country  of 
the  pyramids.  The  greateft  extent  of  its  coaft 
is  in  the  gulph  of  Siam.  The  foil  is  excellent. 

Sugar  and  indigo  of  a  very  good  quality  are  pro¬ 
duced  there.  There  alfo  are  found  the  various 
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commodities  peculiar  to  thefe  rich  countries, 
ivory,  precious  flones,  odoriferous  wood,  medi¬ 
cinal  drugs,  cryftal,  varnifh,  gums,  and  every 
fort  of  provition  in  the  greateft  plenty.  The  air, 
although  very  warm,  is  falubrious,  becaufe  it  is 
rerrefhed  by  the  breezes  from  the  forefts,  which 
cover  the  mountains ;  but  the  inhabitants  are 
tormented  bv  fwarms  of  mofchettos.  Serpents 
are  likewife  to  be  feared  j  and  winged  lizards, 
with  hooked  feet  covered  with  fcales,  and 
feven  or  eight  feet  in  length.  There  are  alfo 
land  crocodiles,  flying  fquirrels,  very  large  rats, 
and  dangerous  monkeys.  A  tree  that  grows 
here  turnilhes,  by  incilion,  an  oil  which  ferves 
the  fame  purpofe  as  pitch  for  fhips ;  the  bark  of 
trees  dipped  into  it  give  as  much  light  as  a  flam¬ 
beau.  The  juice  of  another  is  a  mortal  poifon 
if  infufed  into  a  w^ound ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  body  may  be  rubbed  with  it  without  any 
rifk,  provided  the  flein  be  in  no  part  raifed.  It  ha's 
the  fame  quality  as  the  virus  of  the  hydrophobia. 
All  thefe  productions,  and  fome  others,  are  not 
exclufivelv  confined  to  the  continent,  they  are 
alfo  to  be  found  in  the  iflands  in  the  vicinity  of 
Camboja.  The  greater  part  of  thefe,  although 
they  have  very  good  harbours,  are  either  defti- 
tute  of  inhabitants,  or  elfe  thinly  peopled  with 
a  very  poor  race,  becaufe  of  the  depredations  of 
the  pirates  who  frequently  vifit  them.  They  do 
not  confifl:  of  an  uniform  tribe,  but  a  fpecies  of 
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Malays,  Macafiars,  and  other  iflanders,  efcaped 
from  fhipwreck,  and  refugees  in  the  rocks,  which 
they  make  their  country.  The  pirates,  gfpe- 
cially  thofe  of  China,  even  infeft  the  river  of 
Camboja,  and  retreat  into  the  iflands  it  forms. 

The  royal  palace,  furrounded  with  bamboos, 
is  rich,  and  ornamented  in  the  interior.  In  that 
country  are  found  a  great  many  Chinefe,  Japa- 
nefe,  Cochin  Chinefe,  Malays,  and  degenerated 
Portuguefe,  who  are  in  the  king’s  pay.  The 
Dutch  have  a  factory  :  but  the  Englilh  difdain  to 
form  any  eftablifhment  here.  They  procure  with 
lefs  trouble  at  Siam  and  elfewhere,  what  they 
would  find  at  Camboja  at  much  more  expence. 
The  Cambojans  are  extremely  (kilful  in  every 
mode  of  wmrking  filk,  particularly  embroidery. 
Their  religion  is  the  fame  as  in  all  thefe  coun¬ 
tries,  that  of  Fo  more  or  lefs  difguifed.  A  fu¬ 
ture  exiftence,  voluptuous  pleafures,  punifh- 
ments,  the  metempfichofis,  a  numerous  clergy, 
with  an  hierarchy,  are  its  principal  features. 
The  chief  is  equal  to  the  king  :  he  is  denominated 
the  king  of  priejls.  It  has  fometimes  happened 
that  the  temporal  monarch  has  alfo  united  the 
facerdotal  title  ;  an  addition  by  no  means  ufelefs 
to  his  power,  which  is  defpotic.  All  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  his  fubjefils,  at  their  death,  devolves 
to  him  :  the  wives  and  children  only  inherit 
what  they  can  conceal.  The  Dutch  ambaffador 
going  to  an  audience  of  ceremony,  was  met  on 
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the  bank  of  the  river  by  a  toothlefs  old  elephant 
for  his  conveyance,  and  four  carts,  on  which  they 
piled  the  prefents  fent  him,  and  his  baggage. 
This  reception  may  be  paralleled  with  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Chevalier  de  Forbin  at  Siam.  He 
had  juft  been  appointed  to  the  higheft  dignities  of 
the  empire.  “  My  houfe,”  faid  he,  “  had  fome 
“  trifling  furniture.  They  added  to  it  two 
plates,  two  large  filver  cups  extremely  thin, 
“  four  dozen  cotton  napkins,  and  two  yellow 
“  wax  lights  daily.  This,”  continued  he,  “  was 
cc  the  whole  equipage  ot  the  lord  high  admiral, 
“  and  general  ot  all  the  king’s  armies.”  And 
is  this,  we  may  reafonably  afk,  the  exterior  luxury 
of  thofe  courts  which  have  been  fo  extolled  to 
us?  The  Spaniards  have  had  fome  concerns 
with  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom.  Invited  from 
the  Phillipines  by  a  mahometan  king,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  embrace  chriflianity,  they  arrived  too 
late  to  fuccour  him.  They  found  an  ufurper  on 
the  throne  named  Pranear,  which  fgnifies 
•wry -mouth  the  traitor.  They  expelled  this  ugly 
monarch,  went  in  learch  of  the  mahometan’s  fon, 
to  .the  very  extremity  of  Cochin  China,  and 
re-eitablifhed  him.  Acquiring  fome  power  at 
this  court  they  became  objects  of  jealoufy,  and 
were  maiTacred.  The  kingdom  of  Camboja  has 
always  been  a  prey  to  civil  wars.  It  wTas  con¬ 
quered  by  the  Siamefe  in  1717,  and  fince  has 
become  tributary  to  China. 


: 

UNIVERSAL  HISTORY.  515, 

Chiampa. 

4 

The  little  territory  of  Chiampa  comprehends  ch’ampa, 

J  between 

a  fmall  part  of  the  coaft  interfperfed  with  fhal-  Cochin 

1  _  1  China. and 

lows,  between  which  are  feme  tolerably  good  the  river  of 
ports  and  bays.  The  Cochin  Chinefe  are  the 
mailers  of  the  country,  the  natives  of  which  are 
called  Loys.  They  are  tall,  brown,  handfomer* 
and  better  fhaped  than  the  Cochin  Chinefe, 
though  they  have  a  tlatnofe.  It  appears  that  the 
eolour  of  diffindlion  among  them  is  black.  Their 
cuftoms  are  a  mixture  of  thofe  of  other  nations. 

They  fell  the  public  employments.  The  king’s 
wives  lend  money  at  vefy  great  interefl,  which 
is  their  only  revenue.  Every  religion  is  to¬ 
lerated.  The  principal  feels  are  mahometifm, 
and  that  of  Confucius  :  they  alfo  have  ca¬ 
tholic  miffionaries.  Thefe  were  of  confiderable 
utility  to  a  French  (hip  which  by  chance  touch¬ 
ed  on  the  (bores  of  this  country,  and  was  near 
being  plundered.  Two  officers  having  land¬ 
ed,  with  confidence,  found  in  the  king,  and 
his  court,  the  treacherous  politenefs  of  daring 
robbers,  but  they  were  cowardly  and  fearful* 

For  a  fum  of  money  they  efcaped  their  fnares. 

This  petty  monarch  is  vaffal  to  .the  king  of 
Cochin  China,  and  does  him  homage;  but  we  are 
not  told  whether  he  pays  him  tribute.  The 
fecond  mandarin  of  his  council  mull  be  a  Cochin 
Chinefe.  The  Loys  fupport  their  fevvitude 
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with  an  uncommon  decree  of  refignation.  The 
king,  by  the  aid  of  the  Cochin  Chinefe,  treats 
the  nobles  as  haves ;  and  according  to  cuftom, 
the  latter  retaliate  upon  the  people. 

/ 

Cochin  China. 

Cochin  China  is  inundated  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  the  preceding  countries,  and  is  as  fertile. 
A  tree  different  from  every  other  grows  here  ; 
from  its  trunk  proceeds  a  bag  of  chefnuts,  one 
of  which  is  a  fufficient  load  for  a  man.  It  alfo 
produces  the  incorruptible  tree,  very  like  the 
iron-tree  w7e  have  already  mentioned.  There 
are  no  walled  cities.  The  extent  of  the  capital 
is  prodigious,  and  contains  a  multitude  of  in¬ 
habitants  :  the  villages  feem  to  join.  They  fre¬ 
quently  have  fairs,  in  which  every  kind  of  com¬ 
modity  is  to  be  found.  The  chief  of  them  are 
held  during  the  inundation,  when  the  whole 
face  of  the  country  is  under  water :  it  then  re- 
fembles  a  fea  covered  with  veffels  of  every  fize. 

The  Cochin  Chinefe  are  mild,  equitable,  hof- 
pitable,  according  to  fome  authors ;  others  ac- 
cufe  them  ot  pride,  treachery,  difhoneffy,  ingra¬ 
titude.  It  is  of  little  confequence,  except  to 
thofe  who  intend  to  vifit  them,  to  know  which 
of  thefe  two  portraits  are  moft  like.  In  general 
they  have  the  virtues  and  vices  of  the  Chinefe  ; 
their  cuffoms,  their  arts,  and  fciences,  but  the 
latter  not  in  equal  perfedlion.  They  raife  their 
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houfes  on  flakes  of  wood  like  the  Siamefe,  and 
other  nations,  whofe  country  is  fubjefl  to  inun¬ 
dations.  The  nobles  follow  the  doflrines  or 
Confucius,  and  the  populace  thofe  of  Fo.  The 
temples  of  the  latter  begin  to  totter,  and  the 
priells  no  longer  enjoy  the  fame  confideration 
they  formerly  did.  If  we  believe  the  miflion- 
aries,  the  clergy  is  divided  into  the  different 
ranks  of  an  hierarchy  correfponding  to  ours. 

The  government  is  arbitrary,  the  punifhments 
very  rigorous,  and  the  military  difcipline  very 
fevere.  The  Cochin  Chinefe  have  only  galleys, 
not  fhips.  The  foldiers  are  placed  at  each  oar. 

They  navigate  ftanding  in  profound  filence,  their 
eyes  turned  towards  the  prow,  and  fixed  on  their 
captain.  He  conveys  his  orders  to  them  by 
waving  his  wand.  Every  thing  is  in  fuch  per¬ 
fect  concord,  that  a  mufic-mafter  is  not  better  * 
underftood  by  his  muficians  when  he  beats  time. 

The  rowers  have  each  a  mufket,  a  dagger,  and 
a  bow  and  quiver  laying  at  their  feet.  The  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  wand  informs  them  in  what  manner 
they  are  to  ufe  them,  infomuch  that  every  man¬ 
oeuvre  is  performed  without  fpeaking,  and 
in  mofl  admirable  concert.  Formerly  Cochin 
China  and  Tonquin  formed  but  one  monarchy. 

A  king  who  poffeffed  them  both,  about  four  cen¬ 
turies  fince,  divided  them  at  his  death  between 
his  brother  and  filler.  The  princefs  married  an 
■  ambitious  man,  who  meditated  the  death  of  his 
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brother-in-law;  but  the  latter  gaining  timely  no¬ 
tice  of  his  defign,  found  a  means  of  efcaping 
the  threatened  danger,  and  levied  troops.  The 
people  of  the  two  countries,  ranged  themfelves 
each  on  the  fide  of  their  prince.  From  this 
private  quarrel,  has  arifen  a  national  animofity, 
which  is  manifefted  every  year  by  the  two  na¬ 
tions  making  incurfons  into  each  other’s  terri¬ 
tories. 

Tonquin. 

A  traveller  who  fhould  traverfe  Tonquin  in 
his  way  to  China,  would  find  himfelf  accuftom- 
ed  to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Chinefe 
by  the  time  he  entered  their  empire.  There  is 
no  effential  difference  between  them,  but  merely 
fome  fhades  of  charadler,  which  are  every  where 
obfervable  between  the  various  provinces  of  the 
fame  Fate.  We  will  give  a  flight  fketch  of 
thefe  previous  to  pur  commencing  the  grand 
pidlure. 

The  fea  is  very  deep  on  the  coafts  of  Tonquin., 
as  well  as  on  that  of  Cochin  China;  the  anchor 
may  be  thrown  almoft  clofe  to  land.  The  cities 
are  not  walled  in,  and  have  the  appearance  of 
villages,  the  capital  not  excepting  :  the  country 
is  periodically  overflowed.  The  king’s  palace  is 
neat,  oramented,  and  furrounded  with  a  wall 
capable  of  fome  defence.  As  all  the  buildings 
are  of  wood,  fires  are  frequent.  Every  indiyi- 
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dual,  by  a  law  of  the  police,  rigoroufly  obferv- 
ed,  is  obliged  to  have  a  refervoir  of  water  at 
the  top  of  his  houfe.  The  productions  of  Ton- 
quin  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  neighbouring 
countries.  We  will  obferve,  however,  that  betel 
is  in  great  abundance,  and  is  thought  the  belt  in 
all  India.  The  leaf  of  this  plant  has  an  aroma¬ 
tic  flavour.  They  add  the  arec-nut  to  it,  pow¬ 
der  the  whole  with  a  little  lime,  and  prefen t  it 
to  each  other  to  chew,  as  a  fign  of  friendfhip 
or  honour.  This  cuftom  is  as  common  in  Alia, 
as  it  is  to  offer  a  fnuff-box  in  Europe.  The 
boxes  which  enclofe  it  are  objeCls  of  luxury, 
and  as  profitable  a  branch  of  jewellery  as  thofe 
for  fnuff.  Thefe  boxes  are  carried  by  fervants 
behind  their  mailer,  as  a  mark  of  honour  ;  and 
their  larger  and  fmaller  fize  and  value,  diftin- 
guifh  the  ranks  and  dignities.  The  betel  pre¬ 
fer  ves  the  blacknefs  of  the  teeth,  which  the 
Tonquinefe  affeft,  tinges  the  lips  with  a  fine 
Vermillion,  gives  frefhnefs  to  the  mouth,  a  fweet 
odour  to  the  breath,  and  fortifies  the  ftomach. 
Thefe  properties,  except  that  of  blackening 
the  teeth,  which  is  not  to  our  tafie,  are  well 
worth  thofe  of  tobacco,  whofe  fmoke  and 
powder  perhaps  are  as  neceflary  in  the  humid 
fogs  of  the  weflern,  as  betel  in  the  immoderate 
heats  of  the  eaftern  climates.  The  cuftoms  of  a 
nation,  however  fingular  .they  may  appear,  are 
feldom  without  fome  utility  in  their  principle, 
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Travellers  alfo  exclaim  againft  the  Tonquinefe  > 
feafonings,  whofe  balls  is  of  fifh,  fermented  even 
to  putridity.  This  fort  of  feafoning  is  equally  in 
ufein  Siam,  Pegu,  and  all  thofe  countries  where 
the  inundations  leave  behind  maffes  of  fmall 
flh,  which  the  inhabitants  turn  to  that  account* 
Their  palate  is  accuftomed  to  it  from  early  youth. 
Probably,  our  poignant  feafonings,  fuch  as  muf- 
tard,  would  feem  as  ftrange  and  difagreeable  to 
them.  There  are  whole  nations  of  favages  who 
cannot  bear  fait.  Did  not  the  majefty  of  hiftory 
forbid  the  application  of  proverbs,  we  might  on 
this  occafon  fay ;  <£  every  man  in  his  humour 
as  well  in  that  refpeft  as  in  regard  to  drefs, 
which  however  inconfiftent  it  may  appear  to  us, 
owes  its  fingularity  either  to  the  climate,  the 
fcarcity  of  materials,  the  civil  or  religious  cuf- 
toms,  or  fome  other  motive  which  would  obviate 
the  ridicule  we  attach  to  it,  were  it  in  our 
power  to  trace  it  to  its  origin. 

The  Tonquinefe  wear  clothing ;  the  women 
even  drefs  themfelves  more  decently  than  the 
heat  of  the  climate  feems  to  require:  they  are 
not,  howevfer,  fo  wrapped  up  as  the  Chinefe. 
They  fuffer  their  face  and  hands  to  be  expofed. 
The  religion  of  Fo  is  that  of  the  populace. 
Their  priefts,  called  bonfes,  are,  as  in  China, 
held  in  great  veneration  ;  but  not  by  the  nobles 
and  thofe  who  value  themfelves  on  their  under- 
handing  and  erudition :  thefe  folio  w  the  doctrines 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


521 


•of  Confucius.  The  Tonquinefe,  though  they 
fpeak  the  fame  language  as  the  Chinefe,  have  a 
pronunciation  peculiar  to  themfelves.  The  fame 
peculiarity  obtains  in  the  culture  of  the  fciences, 
and  the  praftice  of  the  arts  which  are  likewife 
lefs  perfebt.  They  have  forcerers,  and  are  extrava¬ 
gantly  fond  of  theatrical  reprefentations.  There 
is  not  any  good  public  feaft  without  dancers,  nor 
private  without  finging  and  dancing;  but  during 
meals,  filence  is  ftrictly  obferved.  It  would 
be  confidered  unpolite  to  utter  a  fmgle  word. 
Their  funerals  are  extremely  fumptuous,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  means.  This  luxury  is  founded 
on  the  very  profound  refpebt  they  have  for  their 
aneeftors.  Every  year  they  go  and  refrefh  their 
memories  on  their  tombs,  with  a  fpecies  of  ado- 
_  ration.  With  refpebt  to  marriages,  the  confent 
of  the  relations  is  neceffary.  Divorce  is  permitted, 
and  adultery  puniflied  with  death.  The  chriftian 
religion  was  once  in  a  flourifhing  hate  at 
Tonquin  ;  but  is  at  prefent  prohibited  there,  as 
well  as  in  China. 

There  are  two  kings  at  Tonquin,  as  there  are 
likewife  at  Japan.  After  having  pafled  under 
the  yoke  of  feveral  different  ufurpers,  the  Ton¬ 
quinefe  are  once  more  become  fubject  to  their 
natural  princes;  but  thefe  indolent  fovereigns, 
refting  the  weight  of  the  government  on  the  ge¬ 
nerals  of  their  troops,  rendered  their  authority 
almoft-as  unlimited  as  their  own.  One  of  thefe 
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generals,  finding  himfelf  inafter  of  the  army, 
took  pofleffion  Jikewife  of  the  revenues,  and  by 
degrees  of  the  whole  power,  feized  the  king’a 
perfon,  and  confined  him  in  his  palace,  without 
endangering  his  life.  Things  have  remained,  and 
are  continued  in  that  flate.  The  Bovas,  or  legi¬ 
timate  kings,  have  only  the  title  and  fhadow  of 
authority;  and  the  general,  under  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Chova,  is  in  poffeflion  of  the  kingdom  ; 
however,  they  dare  not  attempt  the  bova’s  life, 
becaufeof  the  refpedt  the  people  always  preferve 
for  their  lawful  fovereigns;  but  the  bova  is  with¬ 
out  guards,  without  a  court,  and  fhut  up  within 
the  circle  of  his  family,  while  the  chova  is  fur- 
rounded  with  all  the  fplendour  of  royalty.  On 
the  death  of  the  bova,  he  nominates  his  fucceffor; 
but  is  not  obliged  to  choofe  him  from  among 
the  children  of  the  deceafed  :  it  is  fufficient  if 
he  be  one  of  the  familv.  He  affigns  to  the  bova 
the  exterior  prerogatives  of  fovereignty;  the 
right  of  bleffing  the  lands,  of  tilling  them,  and 
of  appointing  the  facred  ceremonies  :  he  even  is 
forced  to  have  his  decrees  ratified  by  the  bova, 
to  give  them  an  executive  fanclion  ;  but  the  lat¬ 
ter  would  not  be  at  liberty  to  refufe  his  confent. 
The  chova  fometimes  pays  ceremonious  vifits  to 
this  fhadow  of  royalty.  He  approaches  him  very 
refpefffully,  willies  him  a  long  and  profperous 
life;  and  tells  him  that  it  is  to  oblige  him,  and  tq. 
deliver  him  from  the  weight  of  a  burden  beneath 
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the  royal  dignity,  that  he  has  taken  on  himfelf 
the  government  of  the  kingdom.  The  nobles  and 
officers  of  date  alfo  yifit  him ;  but  at  dated  periods, 
and  with  permiffion.  The  chova  himfelf  is  not 
exempt  from  fubmiffion.  The  emperor  of  Chinq 
fends  him  every  year  a  great  mandarin,  under  the 
title  of  ambaffador  ;  but  this  lingular  ambaffador 
fird  alights  at  the  houfe  prepared  for  his  recep¬ 
tion.  The  chova  pays  him  a  vifit;  and  the  ambaf¬ 
fador  neyet  returns  it.  The  Tonquinefe  alfo  fend 
an  envoy  to  China  with  their  tribute ;  and  their 
ambaffadors  are  received  with  great  pomp.  The 
Chinefe  emperor  has  the  policy  of  treating  bis 
vaffals  on  thefe  occafions  with  the  utmoft  mas- 
nificence,  to  convey  to  his  people  a  high  ideq 
of  his  power.  The  chova  of  Tonquin  only  exer- 
cifes  his  with  the  emperor  of  China’s  permiffion, 
who  confirms  it. 

The  chova  has  always  a  yad  number  of  troops 
on  foot.  A  judgmerit  may  be  formed  of  their 
llrength.and  the  edimation  he  holds  them  in  him¬ 
felf,  from  what  one  of  thofe  princes,  at  war  with 
one  of  his  neighbours,  wrote  in  1647,  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Dutch  companies.  “  I  have  under 
my  command,”  faid  he,  “  a  body  of  three 
“  hundred  thoufand  infantry,  ten  thoufand  ca¬ 
l'  valry,  two  thoufand  elephants,  thirty  thou- 
“  fand  mufkets,  and  a  thoufand  pieces  of  can- 
Is  non.  I  requed  the  illudrious  company  to  fend 
\f  me  three  hundred  men  and  three  fliips,  to  en- 
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et  able  roe  to  oppofe  'my  formidable  enemy.’* 
Either  that  enemy  or  another  thinking  them- 
felves  inferior  to  the  Tonquinefe,  adopted  the 
plan  of  dreffing  all  the  foldiers  of  the  front  ranks 
like  Portuguefe.  At  this  fight  the  Tonquinefe 
turned  their  backs,  and  fled  with  all  fpeed. 

At  Tonquin  terminates  thehiftory  of  Hindoo- 
ftan,  and  the  twodivifions  of  the  peninfula.  On 
leaving  India,  we  fliall  once  more  meet  with 
the  Tartars  who  led  us  into  it. 

Eastern  Tartary. 

1  he  eaftern  Tartars  were  the  precurfors  in 
China  of  the  weftern,  by  whom  they  were  af¬ 
terwards  expelled.  They  have  fince  returned 
thither  under  the  appellation  of  Manchew  Tar¬ 
tars.  They  glory  in  deriving  their  origin  from 
the  eaftern  fide  of  Tartary,  where  are  the  fe- 
pulchres  of  their  anceftors.  This  country  is 
much  colder  than  its  geographical  pofition  feems 
to  indicate.  It  is  encircled  with  high  mountains 
overfpread  with  thick  forefts,  and  the  earth 
appears  impregnated  with  nitre,  which  occafions 
very  hard  frofts.  The  rivers  not  unfrequently 
freeze  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  navigation 
during  feveral  months.  The  hardy  fons  of  thefe 
inhofpitable  climes  are  inured  to  fatigue.  They 
are  indefatigable  hunters,  and  foldiers  intrepid 
and  robuft.  The  women  are  frefh  and  rather 
corpulent.  Their  continual  intercourfe  with 

% 


r  UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

the  Chinefe  have  civilized  the  rude  manners 
of  thefe  Tartars.  They  are  acquainted  with 
agriculture,  and  carry  on  a  confiderable  com¬ 
merce  in  furs.  On  the  declivity  of  the  moll 
barren  mountains  grows  the  gin-feng  tree,  whofe 
invigorating  root  is  fold  for  feven  times  its 
weight  in  filver.  Some  of  thefe  people  clothe 
themfelves  in  the  fkins  of  fhh.  They  have  the 
art  of  rendering  them  fupple,  capable  of  being 
fewed  together,  and  taking  a  dye.  The  maho- 
metan  religion,  that  of  Fo;  and  a  thoufand  other 
fuperflitions  are  fpread  throughout  the  country. 
Almoft  every  diftrift  has  one  peculiar  to  it.  Their 
habits,  manners,  and  laws,  are  as  various.  Thofe 
nearefl  to  China  follow  its  culloms.  There  a  e 
few  worthy  of  particular  remark,  except  their 
funerals,  which  are  performed  at  two  feparate 
times.'  Ere  they  confign  the  dead  to  their  lalt 
receptacle,  they  place  it  in  one  that  is  lefs  deep, 
leaving  a  part  uncovered  for  the  head,  and  go 
every  day  to  put  aliment,  and  pour  liquor  into 
the  mouth,  although  the  body  lie  in  a  ftate  of 
putrefaction.  Thefe  attentions  continue  a  month. 

At  leaf:  people  are  certain  in  that  country  of 
being  faved  from  the  horror  of  a  dreadful  death 
if  unfortunately  they  fhould  have  been  buried 
alive. 

The  empire  of  Kitay,  or  Katay,  whofe  name  is  Kirans, 
known,  and  its  pohtion  nearly,  but  with  whole 
hiftory  we  are  fcarcely  at  all  acquainted,  is  inha- 
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bited  by  the  Kitans  or  Lvas,  who  rendered  then!- 
felves  fo  formidable  to  China  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  vears  before  the  Chriftiaii  era,  as  to  occafion 
the  building  of  the  grtat  wall  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  their  ravages.  Their  population,  whofe  ori¬ 
gin  is  unknown,  has  fortified  their  dominions 
during  a  feries  of  eleven  hundred  years  in  thefe 
deferts.  The  Koreans  have  greatly  contributed 
to  it.  Towards  the  year  916  they  were  introduced 
into  China  by  a  rebel,  whom  they  placed  on  the 
throne.  Having  once  tailed  the  delights  of  Chi- 
na,  they  feveral  times  made  incurfions  into  it. 
A  youthful  empefor  of  the  Song  dynafty,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  advice  of  his  minifters,  called  in 
other  Tartars  to  oppofe  the  Kitans.  They  in  ef¬ 
fect  forced  them  to  retreat  within  their  limits 3 
but  they  foon  quitted  them,  and  again  returned. 
The  vidtories  and  defeats  alternately  continued 
till  1214,  when  the  Kitan  empire  fell  a  vidtim  to 
its  intefline  divifions. 

The  Tartar,  to  whom  the  imprudent  young 
monarch  had  opened  his  kingdom,  became  the 
founder  of  one,  and  was  the  chief  of  the  Kin 
dynaftv,  who  made  the  Song  monarchs  tributary; 
The  Kins  in  their  turn  wrere  deftroyed  by  the 
Moguls  under  Jenghis  Khan,  and  his  fucceffors, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century  :  but 
fince  that  period,  the  Kitans,  under  the  name  of 
Manchew  Tartars,  have  retaken  China  from  the 
Moguls.  One  of  the  Kin  emperors  fet  an  ex- 
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ample  of  the  attention  that  is  due  to  a  vanquilh- 
ed  people,  if  the  conqueror  willies  to  attach 
them  to  him.  He  paid  a  vifit  to  the  hall  of  Con¬ 
fucius,  and  rendered  him,  after  the  Chinefe 
manner,  the  fame  honours  that  are  paid  to 
kings.  His  Tartar  courtiers  were  fhocked  that 
the  prince  fhould  defcend  to  thefe  marks  of  de¬ 
ference  for  a  man  whofe  birth  was  not  illuftrious. 

\ 

He  replied  to  their  obfervations  :  “  If  he  is  not 
<£  entitled  to  thefe  honours  by  his  birth,  he  me* 

“  rits  them  by  the  excellent  docdrines  he  has 
inculcated.”  In  this  vaft  territory,  inhabited 
by  the  eaflern  Tartars,  are  placed  alfo  the  Sifans, 
or  Tufans,  who  likewife  carried  their  arms  into 
China,  and  afterwards  returned  into  their  coun¬ 
try,  where  they  have  either  been  loft  or  forgotten. 

China. 

When  the  Portuguefe  difcovered  China,  two  china 
hundred  years  ago,  they  were  fo  aftonifhed  at  p^Xn^and 
its  beauty  and  opulence,  as  well  as  at  the  in-  Tartary  Ko- 
duftry  and  politenefsof  the  inhabitants,  that  they  ^ jap'n 
almoft  doubted  the  evidence  of  their  own  fenfes. and  InQia' 
On  their  fide,  the  Chinefe  were  extremely  fur- 
prized  to  fee  a  people  who  equalled  them  in 
fkill  and  every  kind  of  knowledge,  and  even  fur- 
pafTed  them  in  fome.  The  Europeans  ftill  retain 
their  admiration.  Travellers,  and  their  tran- 
fcribers,  always  fpeak  with  enthufiafm  of  the 
great  number  of  the  cities,  the  immenfe  popu- 
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lation,  the  prodigious  wealth  of  China,  her  maj 
nufaCIures,  agriculture,  mines,  canals,  public 
roads,  the  encouragement  given  to  the  arts  and 
fciences,  the  excellence  of  her  laws,  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  her  government,,  and  the  fertile  genius 
of  the  Chinefe  for  cultivating  every  branch  of 
fcience.  They,  on  the  contrary,  except  fome 
ideas  of  aftronomy  and  geography,  which  they 
have  csndefcended  to  learn  of  us,  contemn  all 
the  knowledge  which  we  Can  impart  to  them. 
They  adhere  to  that  they  already  poffefs,  {hut 
their  ports  againft  us,  and  every  entrance  into 
their  country  ;  and  even  defpife  the  Europeans 
for  the  earnehnefs  they  {hew  to  vilit  them,  as 
though  they  were  neceffitous  beings,  unable  to 
do  without  their  wealth.  If,  however,  we  would 
but  impartially  draw  a  parallel,  wre  ikould  find, 
that  allowing  for  the  difference  of  climate,  and 
the  firlt  materials,  European  induftry  is  not  in¬ 
ferior  to  Afiatic ;  that  inventive  genius  is  ours, 
as  weil  as  their’s  ;  that  we  even  advance  nearer 
to  perfection  than  they  ;  and  that  with  refpeff 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  laws,  the  regulations  of  go¬ 
vernment,  the  fciences,  both  phyfical  and  mo¬ 
ral,  we  certainly  equal,  if  we  do  not  furpafs 
them.  As  to  vices,  they  are  nearly  the  fame 
every  where.  No  nation  can  reproach  another  on 
that  head,  and  the  Chinefe  have  not  a  greater 
right  than  the  reft. 

Although  the  climate  of  China  is  in  general 
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temperate,  yet  the  high  mountains  covered  with 
fnow  towards  the  north  fend  forth  a  piercing 
cold,  which  continues  three  or  four  months. 
The  fouthern  parts,  on  the  contrary,  experience 
a  greater  or  ]efs  degree  of  heat,  according  to 
their  vicinity  to  the  tropic.  The  lands  are  aim  oft 
every-where  fit  for  tillage.  The  Chinefe  have 
extended  them  by  the  incroachments  which 
agriculture  always  makes,  by  draining  marfby 
grounds,  confining  overflowing  waters,  covering 
with  earth  barren  rocks,  and  forming  moun¬ 
tains  into  terraces.  Neceflity  alfo  doubles  the 
habitable  foil,  by  making  great  rivers  the  dwell¬ 
ings  of  entire  colonies,  who  are  born  in  their 
boats,  in  which  they  live,  and  carry  on  their 
commerce  as  if  in  their  native  element,  and 
are  as  little  acquainted  with  the  land  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  mountains  frequently  are  with 
the  water. 

The  ancient  religion  of  the  Chinefe  appears 
to  have  been  the  patriarchal,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
worfhip  of  one  only  God,  the  creator  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth.  This  continued  for  a 
confiderable  period.  When  the  Chinefe  fwerv- 
ed  from  its  purity,  they  did  not,  like  the  A  Ty¬ 
rians,  Egyptians,  and  Greeks,  deify  the  pla¬ 
nets,  their  kings,  and  their  horfes.  There  is  no 
monument  of  this  fpecies  found  among  them  ; 
but  they  had  one  .which  Confucius,  who  lived 
about  the  time  of  Solon,  innocently  introduced. 
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This  philofopher  had  often  been  heard  to  re¬ 
peat — “  that  it  was  in  the  weft  the  holy  one 
“  was  to  be  found.”  One  of  their  emperor’s 
recollecting  this  expreflion,  fent  ambaffadors  to 
difcover,  if  pofiible,  who  this  holy  man  could 
be,  and  what  was  the  true  law  he  taught.  Fa¬ 
tigued  and  weary  with  the  length  of  the  jour¬ 
ney,  the  ambaffadors  went  no  farther  than  India, 
and  thought  they  had  found  what  they  fought 
among  the  worlhippers  of  Fo.  They  carried 
that  idol  to  China,  and  with  it  the  doCtrine  of 
the  metempfychofis,  polytheifm,  and  the  va¬ 
rious  fuperftitions  with  which  the  Indian  vo¬ 
lumes  are  filled.  This  new  belief  was  eagerly 
received  at  court,  rapidly  fpread  throughout  the 
empire,  and  is  become  the  moft  prevalent  reli¬ 
gion.  Its  propagation  took  place  about  the 
middle  of  the  firft  century  of  the  chriftian  era. 

It  was  ftrengthened  by  another  god  denomi¬ 
nated  Lao-Kyun,  a  fed  formed  among  the  dif- 
ciples  of  Fo.  The  bonfes  who  profefs  it  de¬ 
vote  their  time  to  chemiftry  and  phyfic  ;  pretend 
they  have  a  certain  remedy  for  every  diforder ; 
and  do  not  defpair  of  bellowing  immortality.  By 
thefe  arts  they  impofe  both  on  the  people  and  the 

I 

nobility,  particularly  the  latter,  among  whom  are 
many  more  weak  minds  than  might  be  imagined. 
The  women  likewife  contribute  to  maintain 
their  credit,  which  is  fupported  by  their  pre¬ 
cepts,  greatly  rcfembling  thofe  of  Epicurus. 
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They  confid  in  banidiing  every  padion  capable 
of  didurbing  the  tranquillity  of  the  foul,  in' 
avoiding  all  cares  and  violent  defires  as  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  life,  in  enjoying  the  prefent  moment, 
and  difregarding  the  future.  This  doftrine  took 
its  rife  from  the  dying  words  of  Fo  to  his  dif- 
ciples.  “  There  is  no  other  original  principle,” 
faid  he,  “  than  fpace  and  void.  All  things 
“  have  arifen  from  nothing,  and  to  nothing 
“  (hall  all  return.” 

Confucius  forbore  to  dive  into  the  impene¬ 
trable  arcana  of  nature;  neither  did  he  bewilder 
himfelf  in  obflrufe  refearches  on  the  effence  and 
attributes  of  a  fird  caufe,  the  origin  of  the 
world,  of  good  and  evil,  and  other  fubjedts  far 
beyond  the  fphere  of  human  reafon.  He  did 
not  dogmatize  on  the  nature  of  the  rewards  at¬ 
tached  to  virtue,  nor  the  punifhments  annexed 
to  vice,  but  confined  himfelf  to  fpeaking  with 
the  mod  profound  reverence  of  the  Firfi  Principle 
of  all  beings,  whom  he  reprefented  as  the  mod 
pure  and  perfect  Effence,  the  Author  of  all 
things.  He  infpired  veneration,  fear,  grati¬ 
tude,  and  love  towards  him,  by  making  his  pro¬ 
vidence  known,  and  teaching  that  nothing  is 
concealed  from  him  ;  that  he  even  is  acquainted 
with  our  mod  fecret  thoughts ;  and  that  he  will 
never  permit  virtue  to  go  unrecompenced,  nor 
vice  unpunifhed.  He  has  left  feveral  works,  in 
which  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  deforrpity  of 
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the  other,  are  traced  with  a  mafterly  hand.  By 
Ids  dotlrines  and  example  he  reformed  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  empire,  into  which  idolatry  was 
already  introduced.  Confucius  appears  to  have 
thought  lefs  of  the  exterior,  than  of  the  ellence 
ot  religion,  and  of  reforming  the  hearts  and 
morals  ot  his  countrymen.  His  tiudies,  his  in- 
ftrucHons,  his  writings,  his  precepts,  and  con¬ 
duct,  all  tended  to  that  end.  His  grateful  dif- 
ciples  have  railed  ftatues,  altars,  and  temples,  to 
his  memory,  and  render  him  a  worfhip  of  re- 
fpectful  homage,  which  would  be  abfolutely 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  this  great  man  if 
it  were  idolatrous.  The  Chinefe  are  indebted 
to  him  for  the  profound  reverence  children  have 
for  their  anceftors,  whofe  memory  is  recalled 
every  year  by  many  pious  ceremonies. 

The  religion  ot  the  literati  obtains  amonsr  all 
tnofe who  value  themfelves  on  their  fuperior  fenfe 
and  learning.  They  fpeak  of  the  deity  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  difciples  of  Conlucius.  They  ac¬ 
knowledge  one  mod  pure  and  perfeH  principle, 
the  fource  of  all  things;  but  at  the  fame  time  they 
confider  it  as  nature  only,  that  is  to  fav,  a  fort 
ot  natural  virtue  which  produces,  arranges,  and 
preferves  every  part  of  the  univerfe.  It  is,  fay 
they,  a  fort  of  infenfible  ford  ot  the  world,  dif- 
fufed  throughout  all  matter,  in  which  it  produces 
all  its  changes  ;  therefore,  fpeaking  of  God  as  he 
was  known  in  the  primitive  religion,  they  at- 
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tribute  to  nature  all  thofe  perfeBions  the  an¬ 
cients  acknowledged  in  him  alone.  This  doc¬ 
trine  has  made  confiderable  progrefs,  becaufe  it 
deftroys  religion  altogether,  and  becaufe  its 
praBice  is  attended  with  no  trouble. 

The  chritlian  religion  has  been  much  follow- 

o 

ed  in  China.  There  was  a  time  when  the  mif- 
fionaries  had  brought  it  near  the  throne,  and  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  with  fixing  it  there;  but  this 
-brilliant  profpeB  has  been  clouded  over.  All  the 
different  feBs  united  afrainft  ch riftianitv.  That  of 

o 

Fo,  becaufe  it  deftroyed  idolatry,  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  their  power  and  credit  of  the  bonL-s; 
that  of  Confucius,  becaufe  it  profcribed  refpedt- 
ful  rites  as  idolatrous  ones;  that  of  the  learned, 
becaufe  it  was  contrary  to  their  atheifm.  The 
miffionaries  have  been  perfecuted,  baniihed,  and 
at  prefent  make  only  clandeftine  excurfions, 
which,  in  general,  end  in  martyrdom. 

Mahometifm  is  very  little  refpeBed  in  China; 
it,  neverthelefs,  is  tolerated,  but  it  is  in  a  man¬ 
ner  reftricted  to  certain  diltriBs,  bevond  which  it 
would  be  expofed  to  inconveniences.  There  are 
likewife  fome  Jews  :  they  refide  in  the  province 
of  Ho-nan  as  a  national  body,  have  a  fvnagogue, 
profefs  their  faith,  and  praBife  circumcifion. 
They  alfo  conform  to  the  Chinefe  cuftoms  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  ceremonies  obferved  in  memory  of 
Confucius,  and  the  veneration  of  their  ancef- 
tcrs.  At  what  period,  or  in  what  manner,  they 
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got  tooting  there  is  totally  unknown,  but  their 
migration  thither  rood  probablv  mufr  have  pre¬ 
ceded  Jefus  Chriit,  lince  they  told  the  miiuon- 
aries  they  were  quite  ignorant  of  him. 

The  emperor  has  moft  fuperb  titles  ;  Son  of 
heaven,  Lord  cf  the  world.  Sole  governor  cf  the 
w  hoh  earth ,  Great/-,  her  cf  trie  people.  His  power 
is  abfolute  ;  though  he  is  obliged  to  govern 
according  to  the  jaws.  He  confults,  but  he 
alone  decides.  The  throne  is  not  fo  abfolutely 
hereditary  as  to  prevent  his  chooling  among  his 
children,  or  even  anrongit  other  princes  of  the 
royal  family.  He  neither  promulgates  laws, 
nor  abrogates  them  at  his  pleafure ;  the  change 
mult  be  fanciioned  by  the  fupreme  council, 
cotr.pofed  of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the 
mirk  iters.  He  rarely  thews  himfelf,  aDd  then 
only  on  folemn  occalicns :  no  one  approaches 
him  without  prohrating  himfelf.  If  he  be  at¬ 
tacked  with  a  malady  rather  ferious,  it  is  con- 
lidered  as  a  public  calamity.  There  are  two 
fovereign  councils  :  the  firlt  confiding  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  which  is  only  convoked 
on  very  extraordinary  occahons ;  the  fecond,  of 
the  minilters,  which  is  like  a  private  council, 

c I W c  *  S  hCi.Vc* 

Tmere  are  Lx  fupericr  tribunals :  the  firlt  has 
the  infpecrion  over  all  the  mandarins  and  ma- 
giitrates  of  the  empire  ;  the  members,  properly 
freaking,  are  date  inquifitors  :  the  fecond  re- 
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gulates  the  finances  :  the  third,  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  ceremonies,  fuch  as  all  religious  and  civil 
rites,  and  the  reception  of  ambafladors ;  the 
arts  and  fciences  alfo  come  within  its  notice  : 
the  fourth  has  the  fuperintendance  of  the  arms, 
armies,  fleets,  difcipline,  magazines,  and  ar- 
fenals  :  the  fifth  takes  cognizance  of  all  crimi¬ 
nal  caufes  :  the  fixth,  of  the  public  works,  pa¬ 
laces,  temples,  tombs,  bridges,  roads,  canals, 
dikes,  fortifications,  triumphal  arches,  and  what¬ 
ever  is  neceflary  or  ornamental.  In  each  pro¬ 
vince,  at  a  certain  diftance,  in  the  cities,  and 
even  in  the  villages,  there  are  tribunals  corre- 
fponding  to  thefe  by  eflablifhed  gradations  ;  and 
befides  thefe,  infpeftors  are  fent  into  every  pro¬ 
vince  to  examine  the  conduct  of  the  magiftrates, 
and  report  it. 

The  regulations  of  the  police  are  admirable.  Police. 
Each  quarter  has  a  chief  who  is  anfwerable  to 
the  governor  for  whatever  pafles  in  it.  Fathers 
of  families  are  equally  refponfible  for  the  conduct 
of  their  children,  fervants,  and  guefls  ;  and  in 
cafes  of  murder,  theft,  or  tumult,  a  houfe  anfwers 
for  its  neighbour.  The  method  of  adminiftering 
juftice  is  prompt  and  fimple.  Employments  are 
not  fold,  but  afligned  to  the  candidates,  after  a 
proper  examination  of  their  morals  and  capacity. 
Their  pofts  are  never  continued  to  them  above 
three  years  in  the  fame  place;  never  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  which  they  are  natives,  left,  if  they  are 
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of  low  extradtion,  they  ffiould  be  defpifed,  or 
fhould  become  too  powerful  if  rich  and  of  great 
'families.  To  endeavour  to  render  lawfuit  as 
untrequent  as  pofhble,  there  is  always  a  corporal 
punifhment  inflicted  on  the  1  offer ;  in  general  the 
baftinado  ;  but  it  often  happens  that  refentment 
for  the  chaftifement  perpetuates  hatred,  and  re¬ 
news  the  lawfuits  5  betides,  in  defpite  of  the  pre¬ 
cautions  taken  by  the  legiflature,  bribery  is  very 
common  in  the  courts  ofjuftice,  becaufe  as  the 
mandarins  remain  in  office  only  three  years,  they 
are  anxious  to  enrich  themfelves.  The  common 
women  are  obliged  to  retide  out  of  the  cities. 
Some  governors  infift  that  they  fhall  live  together, 
under  the  infpeftion  of  a  man  refpontible  for  all 
difturbances,  ffiould  any  happen. 

The  puniffiments  are  not  only  fevere,  but 
cruel.  That  of  death  cannot  be  executed  unlefs 
figned  by  the  emperor ;  but  fines,  confifcations 
of  property,  imprifonment,  and  torture,  are 
within  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  mandarins,  who 
for  a  fum  of  money  frequently  abufe  their 
authority.  A  perfon  convicted  of  high  treafon 
is  cut  to  pieces.  The  greatefi:  crime  next  to  that 
is  rebellion  againft  a  father.  If  it  be  carried  fo 
far  as  to  occafion  his  murder,  the  whole  empire 
is  in  alarm,  and  the  emperor  himfelf  becomes  the 
criminal’s  judge.  All  the  mandarins  of  the  city, 
and  even  of  the  adjacent  places,  are  depofed. 
The  relations  are  chaftifed  for  having  omitted  to 
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reprimand  the  offender,  for  not  having  informed 
the  magiftrate  of  his  perverfe  inclinations,  and 
having  by  their  negligence  fuffered  him  by 
degrees  to  arrive  at  that  abominable  excefs  of 
wickednefs.  The  culprit  is  torn  to  pieces  and 
buried  ;  his  houfe  is  demolished  to  the  very 
foundation  ;  thofe  of  his  neighbours  are  thrown 
down,  and  monuments  are  every-where  raifed  to 
infpire  horror  of  this  atrocious  deed.  The 
punifhment  of  retaliation  is  frequently  praclifed. 
Decapitation  is  confidered  the  mod  ignominious 
of  all  punifhments,  becaufe  the  head  being  the 
moff  noble  part  of  the  body,  it  is  confidered  as 
very  fhameful  to  be  deprived  of  it. 

Theft  is  not  punilhed  with  death,  unlefs  the 
circumftances  are  aggravated.  The  moft  ufual 
punifhments  are  the  baftinado,  of  which  the  exe- 
ecutioner  relaxes  the  feverity  if  bribed;  and  the 
cangue,  a  fpecies  of  collar  compofed  of  pieces  of 
wood,  which  is  worn  on  the  fhoulders,  and  is  fuf- 
ficiently  large  to  prevent  the  offender  from  feeing 
his  feet,  or  bringing  his  hand  to  his  mouth.  This 
alfo  is  mitigated  by  means  of  money  :  it  is  even 
poffible  by  paying  to  fubftitute  another  with  the 
judge’s  connivance.  They  likewife  burn  on  the 
cheek  with  a  hot  iron.  They  banifh,  either  for 
a  term,  or  perpetuity.  The  torture  is  alfo  in 
ufe  ;  but  only  in  cafes  of  crimes  of  flate,  where 
it  is  neceffary  to  difcover  the  accomplices. 
Adultery  is  not  a  capital  crime  ;  there  are  indul- 
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gent  relations  found,  who  out  of  pity  for  the 
weaknefs  of  their  daughters,  by  means  of  valuable 
prefents,  ftipulate  with  thofe  who  marry  them, 
that  they  fhall  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  now 
and  then  entertaining  a  lover,  without  being 
liable  to  chaftifement  on  that  account.  In  that 
cafe  the  hufbaud  has  neither  the  right  to  inflidt 
coporeal  pain  on  his  wife,  nor  to  repudiate  her. 
The  prifons  are  fpacious  and  well  aired. 

The  nation  is  divided  into  three  clafles,  the 
mandarins,  the  literati,  and  the  people.  There 
is  not  any  hereditary  nobility  except  the  princes 
of  the  blood  5  descended,  not  from  the  ancient 
emperors  of  the  Chinefe  race,  but  the  Tartar 
emperors,  and  rhat  .of  the  pofterity  of  Confucius, 
which  has  been  preferved  for  more  than  two 
thoufand  years.  The  great  eft  ref  peel  is  flrewn 
them.  The  chief  of  the  family  always  bears  a 
title  of  dignity.  The  emperor’s  court  is  magni¬ 
ficent.  There  exifts  nothing  fo  brilliant  and 
rich  as  his  retiuue  when  he  attends  the  cere¬ 
monies  :  even  in  open  dav  he  is  furrounded  by 
tour  hundred  large  lanterns,  and  as  many 
flambeaus;  for  lights  in  China  conftitute  part 
of  the  folemnities.  The  revenues  and  forces 
of  the  empire  are  immenfe,  and  the  expenfes 
proportioned  to  the  receipts.  There  are  no 
fuch  things  as  loans  known  there,  nor  advances 
demanded  of  the  people  for  enterprizes  and  the 
luxury  of  the  court.  One  only  of  the  emperor’s 
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wives  has  the  title  of  emprefs,  and  the  foie  right 
of  eating-  with  him.  There  are  about  nine  of  the 
fecond  rank,  thirty  of  the  third,  who  all  have  the 
quality  of  fpoufe  ;  and  as  many  concubines  as  he 
choofes,  called  queens,  all  beneath  the  emprefs, 
even  fhe  who  fhould  be  mother  of  the  fon  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  monarch  for  his  fucceffor.  When 
he  has  made  his  choice,  all  the  reft  fubmit,  and 
live  as  private  perfons,  on  the  penfions  allotted 
them,  which  are  exactly  paid,  in  the  citiesaffigned 
them,  but  without  exerciftng  any  authority  j 
and  if  a  complaint  efcaped  them  on  their  ftate 
of  fubjection,  it  would  be  punifhed  as  high 
treafon.  The  number  of  thefe  princes  is  fome- 
times  very  confiderable. 

The  Chinefe  have  applied  themfelves  to  aftro-  Sciences, 
nomy  from  the  earlieft  times.  We  (hall  readily 
admit  that  they  had  made  very  great  progrefs  in 
this  fcience,  if  wTe  reflect  that  they  lived  fequef- 
tered,  without  any  communication  with  other 
nations,  whofe  acquirements  might  have  affifted 
them.  They  poflefled  many  fine  inftruments, 
but  much  inferior  to  ours.  They  have  had  the 
good  ienfe  to  adopt  thofe  we  have  carried  to 
them,  and  to  reform  and  perfedt  their  obfervations 
by  ours  j  notwithftanding  which  they  have  been 
unable  to  diveft  themfelves  of  their  credulity 
for  judicial  aftrology.  They  are  ftill  perfuaded 
that  every  conftellation  and  planet  has  its  pecu«- 
liar  influence  on  all  fublunary  things,  and  that  it 
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is  poflible  to  predidl,  by  calculating  their  revo¬ 
lutions,  and  attending  to  their  different  afpedts, 
a  vaft  number  of  events.  Thus  their  almanac- 
makers  announce  wars,  famine,  flcknefs,  good 
or  bad  feafons,  with  as  much  affurance,  and 
as  much  fuccefs  as  ours.  There  is  however 
in  China  an  aftrological  tribunal:  they  fuffer 
the  people  to  amufe  themfelves  with  thefe 
chimeras. 

The  Chinefe  are  little  acquainted  with  geome¬ 
try.  They  have  a  kind  of  mechanical  arithmetic, 
which  renders  their  calculations  as  quick  and 
certain  as  ours.  The  art  of  navigation  is  not  in 
a  very  advanced  hate  among  them.  The  form 
of  their  fhips,  heavy  and  badly  mailed,  would 
retard  their  progrefs,  fuppoling  that  their  love 
of  their  country,  their  repugnance  to  be  diftant 
from  it,  and  their  fmall  need  of  foreign  commo¬ 
dities,  did  not  prevent  their  undertaking  long- 
voyages.  But  they  pay  great  attention  to  the  ftruc- 
ture  and  elegance  of  the  barges  which  float  on 
their  rivers  and  lakes,  either  for  commerce  or 
pleafure.  They  have  multiplied  their  canals  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  aim  oft  all  their  exports  are 
conveyed  by  water:  an  invaluable  advantage, 
which  can  only  have  been  acquired  by  a  long 
feries  of  centuries.  This  alfo  indicates  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  hydrollatics  and  levelling.  The  Chinefe 
had  no  idea  of  optical  effects,  mechanical  curi- 
ofities,  metaphyfical  difcoveries,  or  natural  hif- 
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tory.  They  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  rules  of 
logic  and  rhetoric,  notwithftanding  which  they 
argue  juftly,  exprefs  themfelves  clearly,  metho¬ 
dically,  and  with  animation  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  fubject.  There  is  no  judging 
either  of  their  verfification  or  poetry  in  itfelf. 
They  are  fatisfied  with  them,  as  well  as  their 
mufical  inftruments,  which  are  by  us  thought 
very  imperfefl,  but  are  fufficient  for  their  purpofe, 
fince  they  delight  in  them.  Harmony  appears 
to  them  to  be  difcord.  We  fhould  condemn 
their  theatrical  pieces  as  very  cold  and  unin- 
terefling,  becaufe  they  only  treat  of  morality, 
and  are  entirely  deffitute  of  love  intrigues,  there¬ 
fore  entirely  incapable  of  affecting  or  inflaming 
the  paffions. 

Their  remedies  are  cruel.  For  almoft  every 
diforder  they  apply  fire,  by  means  of  rufty  needles, 
cupping,  and  caufe  very  ferious  burns.  The 
phyficians  value  themfelves  on  their  great  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  pulfe.  Surgery  muff  always  remain 
in  a  ffate  of  infancy  among  them  ;  for  they  have 
the  greateft  horror  of  anatomy,  which  they  con* 
fider  as  inhuman.  There  is  very  little  variation 
in  their  methods  of  cure  ;  however  they  recover. 
In  no  part  of  the  globe  fhould  hiftory  be  more 
authentic  than  in  China  ;  becaufe  in  every  city, 
from  time  immemorial,  there  have  been  perfons 
appointed  to  regiffer  whatever  happens.  Once 
in  forty  years  thefe  annals  are  corre&ed  by  an 
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aflembly  of  mandarins,  who  probably  only  erafe 
what  militates  againft  their  prejudices.  We 
may  therefore  conclude  that  hiftory  is  not  more 
authentic  in  China  than  elfewhere. 

The  Chinefe  tongue  has  occupied,  and  ftill 
occupies,  our  men  ot  fcience.  All  that  refults 
from  their  refearches  is,  that  it  is  extremely 
copious,  very  expreffive,  of  inconceivable  diffi¬ 
culty  to  learn,  and  ftill  more  fo  to  fpeak  ;  becaufe 
the  pronunciation  has  a  quantity  of  inflexions 
which  vary  the  flgnification  of  the  fame  word  to 
infinity.  We  will  only  take  as  an  example  the 
rnonofy liable  p'o,  which  according  to  the  elevation 
or  finking  of  the  voice,  its  being  pronounced  in 
treble  or  in  bafe,  whittled,  as  one  may  fay,  or 
fwelled,  or  undulated,  or  abridged,  or  prolonged 
in  the  found,  figniftes  either  glafs ,  to  boil ,  to  win - 
now  rice ,  prudent ,  liberal ,  to  prepare ,  old  women , 
to  break ,  to  fplit ,  to  incline ,  very  little ,  to  water ,  a 
Jlowe,  a  captive ,  8cc.  Thus  it  happens,  that  though 
foeaking  the  fame  language,  the  inhabitants  of 
one  province  fcarcely  underftand  their  neigh¬ 
bours  of  another.  Their  writing  is  as  varied,  by 
the  pundtuation,  accents,  and  the  inclination  or 
perpendicularity  of  the  figns,  which  however  in 
their  primitive  ftate  confift  only  of  five.  They 
paint  things  in  the  manner  of  hieroglyphics,  not 
bv  fpeech.'  Printing;  is  very  ancient  among 
them,  not  like  ours,  with  moveable  types,  but 
like  engraving.  It  is  done  on  blocks  of  wood. 
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Agriculture  cannot  fail  to  be  held  in  honour 
in  a  country,  where  the  emperor  once  every  year 
himfelf  traces  fome  furrows,  as  a  proof  of  the 
efteem  he  has  for  that  art.  After  his  example, 
the  viceroys,  governors,  and  other  chiefs  inverted 
with  dignities,  do  the  fame  in  the  diftri£ts  in 
which  they  prefide  every  year.  On  the  report  the 
emperor  receives,  a  labourer,  in  a  limited  diftridt, 
is  honoured  with  the  habit  of  a  mandarin,  and 
obtains  his  power  and  diftindlions.  Thus  induftry 
acquires  a  degree  of  activity  which  obliged  the 
land  to  yield  all  that  it  is  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing.  Even  the  moft  ungrateful  foil,  by  con¬ 
tinual  toilfome  effays,  at  length  is  forced  into 
fertility.  The  pafture-lands  are  not  lefsthe  care- 
of  government.  The  flocks  are  numerous. 
There  are  likewife  fome  wild  hearts.  Very  few 
lions  are  feen;  but  the  tigers  roam  in  herds.  The 
muik  animal  is  common.  Its  odour  is  an  anti¬ 
dote  againft  the  ferpent  tribe,  and  lulls  them  to 
fleep.  Quadrupeds  and  poultry  furnirti  their 
tables  ■,  neither  is  game  wanting.  Almoft  all  our 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  found  in  China ;  and 
there  are  others  peculiar  to  the  foil.  Tallow, 
and  white  wax,  are  gathered  from  different  trees. 
The  firrt  is  the  unftious  fiertiy  part  of  a  fpecies 
of  nut,  the  fruit  of  the  tree;  the  fecond  is  left 
on  the  leaves  of  the  other  tree,  in  the  form  of 
rays  by  fmall  worms.  Thefe  two  fubftances, 
mixed  together,  make  very  good  candles.  The 
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bamboo,  a  fort  of  reed  of  very  folid  texture, 
though  hollow,  is  employed  for  an  infinity  of 
ufes.  Incorruptible  wood,  cedar,  ebony,  fan- 
dal,  pine,  oak,  and  the  iron- tree,  abound  in  the 
forefts.  The  tree  which  yields  the  varnifh,  a 
valuable  commodity,  which  we  in  vain  envy 
China.  This  precious  gum  flows  abundantly 
from  it,  either  naturally  or  by  incifion,  and 
communicates  to  their  works  in  wood  that  film¬ 
ing  furface,  which  all  our  imitations  are  far  from 
equalling.  Tea  is  become  fo  neceffary  to  Eu¬ 
rope  that  it  has  rendered  her  in  a  manner  tribu¬ 
tary  to  China,  the  native  foil  of  this  valuable 
fhrub.  We  import  from  thence  cotton,  filk, 
rhubarb,  and  porcelain,  which  we  however  fuc- 
cefsfully  imitate  both  in  form  and  defign. 
character  It  is  very  poffible,  that  the  Cbinefe  nation 
and  mora.3.  have  loft  fomething  of  its  primitive  cha¬ 
racter,  which  was  mildnefs  and  fubmiffion  to 
the  laws,  from  the  frequent  changes  that  have 
happened  in  the  empire.  They  at  prefent 
are  accufed  of  diffimulation  in  their  conduCt, 
which  is  lefs  under  the  guidance  of  morality  than 
fear ;  an  obedience  rather  forced  than  volun¬ 
tary  ;  dilhonefly  in  their  dealings  ;  and  a  vin¬ 
dictive  fpirit.  They  are  extremely  addicted 
to  gaming,  and  immoderately  fond  of  feafts  and 
plays.  Their  natural  ferioufnefs  is  not  main¬ 
tained  during  a  long  repaft.  They  affect  to  pro¬ 
hibit  all  ftrong  liquors ;  but  in  that  refpeCt  they 
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are  hypocrites,  as  in  many  others.  They  make 
each  other  prefents  on  new-year’s  day.  The  two 
principal  feftivals  are  thole  of  the  lanterns  and 
of  Confucius.  The  former-has  fomewhat  of  a  re¬ 
ligious  tendency,  for  they  carry  about  the  idols, 
with  great  noife,  buftle,  and  tumultuous  beha¬ 
viour,  approaching  to  delirium.  It  is  celebrated 
throughout  the  empire  :  every  houfe  is  illuminat¬ 
ed  with  lanterns.  There  is  a  degree  of  emulation 
between  them,  who  fhall  have  the  handfomeft;  and 
they  do  not  fear  the  expenfe,  which  is  fometimes 
very  confiderable.  The  feftival  of  Confucius  has 
none  of  this  brilliancy  ;  but  is  accompanied 
with  a  refpe£tful  gravity,  fuch  as  is  proper  to 
recal  the  memory  of  a  fage.  Prayers,  proftra- 
tions,  offerings  of  viands,  fruits,  and  wine,  were 
formerly  made  before  the  ftatue  of  the  philofo- 
ph  er.  But  one  of  their  emperors,  apprehenfive 
left  this  ceremonial  fhould  degenerate  into  ido¬ 
latry,  removed  the  ftatue,  and  fubftituted  in  its 
place  a  fmple  tablet,  on  which  is  infcribed  the 
philofopher’s  names  and  virtues.  This  homage 
is  renewed  twice  every  year. 

Marriages,  funerals,  and  other  domeftic  oc-  * 
currences,  give  rife  to  private  feafts.  The  wed¬ 
ded  pair  fee  each  other  for  the  firft  time  when 
the  bride  is  carried  to  her  hufband’s  houfe. 
From  the  moment  fhe  enters  it,  fbe  is  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  fee  any  other  man  except  her  father, 
and  fometimes  her  brothers.  The  men  regale 
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themfelves  with  the  bridegroom,  and  the  women 
by  themfelves.  If  we  judge  by  the  prefents, 
which  are  much  more  valuable  on  the  part  of 
the  hufband,  it  appears  that  the  man  purchafes 
the  woman.  They  are  allowed  to  keep  feveral 
concubines :  but  thefe  are  entirely  dependent 
on  the  legitimate  wife.  Among  perfons  of  dif- 
tinftion,  a  fecond  marriage  is  not  confidered  ho¬ 
nourable  for  a  woman,  even  though  the  fhould 
only  have  been  married  an  hour.  The  Chinefe 
women  are  well  made  ;  their  life  is  very  melan¬ 
choly,  as  they  are  confiantly  confined,  without 
any  other  company  than  that  of  their  children, 
and  a  hufband,  who  keeps  them  under  lock 
and  key.  They  are  very  fkilful  with  their  needle 
and  pencil.  The  only  profpedt  of  the  concubines, 
is  being  fold  on  the  mailer’s  death. 

The  mourning  for  a  father  is  rigid :  it  conti¬ 
nues  three  years.  The  fon,  not  even  in  the  moll 
preffing  cafe  of  neceflity,  would  confent  to  deep 
on  a  bed  during  the  fpace  of  a  hundred  days. 
He  lies  on  the  ground.  During  the  firfl  year  he 
has  no  commerce  with  any  perfon,  not  even 
with  his  wives.  Should  any  one  of  them  prove 
pregnant,  they  would  both  be  rigoroufly  punilh- 
ed.  A  wife’s  mourning  for  her  hufband  is  alfo 
three  years.  A  hufband’s  for  his  wife  one  year  $ 
and  fo  on  in  proportion  for  all  the  other  rela¬ 
tions.  Teflimonies  of  filial  refpeff  are  not  re- 
itrifted  to  the  period  of  mourning  only,  they  are 
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renewed  every  year  at  the  tomb  of  the  deceafed, 
with  many  mournful  ceremonies.  They  prefent 
there  viands  and  wine,  as  if  the  deceafed  were 
yet  alive.  The  fepulchres  are  at  a  diftance  from 
the  city,  fituated  in  fome  agreeable  fpot.  Thofe 
of  the  rich  are  magnificent.  Befides  a  motive  of 
gratitude,  this  funeral  homage  is  founded  on 
their  belief  that  the  fouls  of  their  anceftors  are 
always  prefent,  either  to  recompenfe  or  punifli 
them.  The  emperors  give  the  example  of  this 
fpecies  of  worfhip,  which  is  renewed  daily  in 
their  houfes,  in  which  there  is  a  confecrated 
apartment  called  the  hall  of  the  anceftors.  Once 
each  year,  every  branch  of  the  family  is  afTembled 
there.  The  number  fometimes  amounts  to  feven 
or  eight  thoufand  perfons.  At  that  time  there 
is  no  diftinction  of  ranks ;  to  the  moft  aged, 
although  poor,  is  affigned  the  place  of  honour. 
The  rich  on  thefe  occafions  give  a  feaft. 

The  bonfes  and  priefts  attend  the  funerals, 
make  an  eulogium  on  the  deceafed,  and  chaunt 
a  dirge.  One  of  them  carries  a  tablet  in  front 
of  the  proceffion,  on  which  are  infcribed  the 
dignities  and  virtues  of  the  defun£f.  The  body, 
dreffed  in  very  fine  attire,  lies  in  a  coffin  covered 
with  white  damalk,  which  is  the  mourning  co¬ 
lour.  The  relatives,  both  male  and  female,  ac-' 
cording  to  their  rank,  follow,  clothed  in  a  facie 
of  white  linen  fattened  with  a  cord,  their  feet 
wrapped  up  in  ftraw,  and  rags  upon  thek 
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head.  During  the  repaft,  which  fucceeds  the 
interment,  the  relations  make  the  air  refound 
with  their  cries  and  lamentations;  but  their  fobs, 
their  expreffions  of  grief,  their  contcrfions,  and 
convulfions  of  affliction,  are  all  fo  well  regulated, 
all  fo  perfeCdy  in  concord,  that  an  European 
would  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  reality  of  their 
1  forrow. 

The  laws  of  the  empire  have  provided  for  the 
education  of  youth,  by  excellent  books  of  mo¬ 
rality,  which  every  perfon  is  obliged  to  have.  It 
is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  fathers  to  give 
their  children  a  good  education  ;  for  if  any  one 
is  guilty  of  a  crime,  and  efcapes  the  hands  of 
juftice,  the  father  undergoes  the  chaftifement 
for  having  neglcCted  properly  to  inltruct his  fon. 
The  Chinefe  are  grave  and  ceremonious.  Their 
demonlirations  ot  politenefs  confift  in  bowing 
the  head,  joining  the  hands,  eroding  them  on 
the  bread,  lowering  them,  railing  them,  bend¬ 
ing  the  knee,  and  prolirating  themfelves  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rank  of  the  perfon  they  addrefs, 
and  the  favour  they  requeft.  Thefe  ceremonies 
.  are  fo  complicated,  that  to  be  able  to  perform 
them  perfectly  it  is  neceffary  to  be  trained  to 
them  from  early  infancy.  Neither  do  they  fpeak 
in  direCt  terms:  even  between  equals,  they 
never  give  themfelves  any  other  title,  but  “  Your 
“  humble,  your  poor  Have;  May  it  pleafe  my 
lord  to  receive  this  from  the  hands  of  his  fer- 
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tc  vant ;  May  he  be  permitted  to  offer  him  what 
if  comes  from  his  little,  his  mean  country.”  This 
indirect  ftvle  indeed  is  common  to  all  the  orien- 

J 

tal  lano-ua^es  ;  but  the  Chinefe  refine  in  humi- 
bating  exprefiions  of  themfelves,  and  flattering 
ones  to  thofe  whom  they  addrefs. 

A  handfome  Chinefe,  whofe  exterior  may  pro¬ 
mote  Kim  to  the  rank  of  mandarin,  is  rather 
above  the  middle  feature,  has  a  large  forehead, 
fmall  eyes,  a  middling  mouth,  a  fhort  nofe,  long 
ears,  a  light  beard,  flout  arms  and  legs,  a  ftrong 
voice,  and  prominent  ftomach.  They  admire 
corpulency.  It  is,  fay  they,  a  fign  of  a  good 
conference  which  does  credit  to  the  aliments.  A 
handfome  Chinefe  woman  is  not  tall,  very  up¬ 
right,  by  no  means  anxious  for  a  fine  fhape,  or 
any  hips.  She  feeks  rather  to  be  all  of  a  fize 
from  head  to  toe.  Her  face  is  not  without  its 
charms.  She  has  a  fhort  nofe,  fmall  and  well, 
fhaped  black  eyes.  In  vain  has  nature  given 
her  a  vivid  complexion  and  fine  colour  ;  cuftom 
commands  her  to  efface  the  healthful  bloom  as 
a  mark  of  immodefly,  and  rub  herfelf  with  a 
whitifh  powder,  which  renders  her  pale,  and 
communicates  an  air  of  languor,  which  is  regarded 
as  a  fign  of  chaftity.  She  fuffers  not  her  feet  to  ac¬ 
quire  their  juft  proportion  :  they  are  compreffed 
from  the  earlieft  infancy  with  bandages,  which 
prevent  their  growth.  The  fmaller  they  ar$y 
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the  more  will  fhe  be  efteemed  and  honoured.  But 
though  confined  to  her  houfe  by  her  inability  of 
walking,  a  Chinefe  woman  does  not  on  that  ac¬ 
count  drefs  with  lefs  tafte  and  elegance,  though 
at  all  timeswith  the  greateft  modefiy.  She  would 
fufFer  her  face  to  be  feen,  rather  than  her  hands, 
which  are  covered  by  long  wide  fleeves.  Gold, 
fllver,  and  jewels,  fparlde  in  her  hair.  Bodkins, 
ornamented  with  diamonds,  gracefully  confine 
her  treifes  furmounted  with  a  fpecies  of  coronet 
of  plumes  and  fiowrers. 

The  Chinefe  alfo  wear  flowing  garments.  A 
fmall  hat  or  cap  fhades  their  head,  the  form  of 
which  marks  and  diftinguifhes  their  rank.  From 
the  middle  of  the  head,  which  is  fhaved,  hangs, 
from  behind,  a  tuft  of  hair,  plaited  like  a  long  tail. 
They  ufually  put  on  two  robes  j  and  it  is  polite 
to  add  a  third  to  receive  vifitors.  The  civil  man¬ 
darins  wear  both  before  and  behind  an  embroider¬ 
ed  bird  ;  and  thofe  of  the  military,  a  tiger,  lion, 
and  particularly  a  dragon,  the  emblem  of  the 
empire,  becaufe  Fo,  in  one  of  his  tranfmigra- 
tionc,  affirmed  the  form  of  a  ferpent.  The 
mod  delicate  and  efteemed  difhes  confift  of 
flags’  nerves,  bears’  paws,  and  certain  nefls  of 
marine  birds,  which  are  brought  from  the  coafts 
of  Tonquin.  It  is  thought  that  they  are  a  pafte 
made  of  filh,  which  thefe  birds  fabricate  with 
tHeir  bills.  The  Chinefe  cookery  is  in  general 
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good  :  they  are  fond  of  high  fauces,  and  ftrong 
liquors.  Their  bread  is  a  fort  of  muffin,  and 
their  ordinary  beverage  an  infufion  of  tea.  They 
make  wine  from  rice,  which  continues  good  for 
a  confiderable  length  of  time. 

Among  the  wonders  of  China  mud  be  reckon¬ 
ed,  the  great  roads,  which  are  perfectly  ftraight. 
The  Chinefe  level  mountains,  convert  the 
fwamps  into  folid  earth,  cleave  the  rocks,  cober 
their  rivers  with  bridges,  and  fufpend  galleries 
over  precipices.  The  diftances  are  meafured  and 
marked,  and  the  crofs-roads  indicated.  They  are 
well  kept  and  fafe  ;  but  the  inns  are  extremely 
bad,  and  it  is  neceffary  to  be  provided  with 
every  thing.  Every  poffible  convenience  in 
point  of  conveyance  is  found  for  travelling.  A 
Chinefe  who  had  anv  curiolitv  would  find  ample 
means  to  gratify  it,  without  quitting  his  coun¬ 
try  :  there  are  volcanoes,  cataracts,  and  cafcades 
of  an  aftonilhing  breadth  and  heighth  ;  both  hot 
and  cold  mineral  fprings ;  rivers  whofe  waters 
are  endued  with  different  properties — fome  of 
them  give  a  green  dye,  others  blue,  others  are 
petrifying,  change  iron  into  copper,  and  have 
their  periodical  jncreafe  and  decreafe,  of  which 
the  caufe  is  yet  unknown.  Every  kind  of  metal 
and  mineral  is  found  there  in  abundance;  as  alfo 
porphyry,  marble,  the  afbeftos  or  incombuftible 
ftone,  diamonds,  and  pearls.  Among  their  na¬ 
tural  curiofities  we  may  place  the  gold  and  fil- 
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ver  fiih,  which  we  have  received  from  them,  and 
like  them  preferve  in  glafs  vafes. 

The  great  wall,  which  was  built  above  two 
thoufand  years  fince,  to  fecure  them  from  the 
irruptions  of  the  Tartars,  is  five  hundred  feet 
in  length.  It  is  in  no  part  lefs  than  twenty 
feet  in  beighth,  nor  more  than  thirty,  and  fifteen, 
in  breadth.  Its  towers,  its  gates,  its  bridges,  are 
almofi:  every-where  gigantic  labours.  It  has  al» 
ways  been  guarded,  and  is  ftill,  by  a  whole  army; 
but  all  thefe  precautions  have  not  prevented  in- 
vafions.  To  attempt  a  defcrlption  of  their  other 
works  of  art  would  require  too  much  time  :  we 
fhall  fay  nothing  of  their  temples,  palaces,  trium¬ 
phal  arches,  pyramids  ereffed  in  honour  of  great 
men,  the.  admirable  fcenery,  pleafing  perfpec- 
tives,  tombs,  towers  covered  with  marble  or 
porcelain,  perceived  in  the  difiance,  and  the  mo¬ 
numents  of  every  form,  which  ornament  and 
embellith  their  magnificent  roads.  The  towers 
have  bells  hung  on  the  outride,  on  which  the 
hour  is  firuck  :  their  fixe  is  extraordinary,  and 
their  weight  enormous.  A  miffionary  reports 
that  there  are  feven  at  Pekin,  the  capital  of  the 
empire,- which  weigh  each  of  them  fix  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  Confequently 
the  Chinefe  have  long  been  in  poffeffion  of  the 
art  of  foundery,  W’hofe  procefs  is  fo  complicat¬ 
ed  and  fo  difficult.  There  i$  no  doubt  of  their 
having  known  the  fecret  pf  gunpowder  many 
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centuries  before  us ;  they  have  employed  it  for 
a  length  of  time  in  fire-works,  which  are  moll 
admirably  executed,  and  in  which  they  greatly 
furpafs  every  other  nation. 

It  is  natural  to  alk,  whence  is  the  origin  of 
the  Chinefe  nation  ?  how  can  it  have  been  fo 
long  feparated  from  every  other  ?  who  is  its 
founder  ?  Other  quefiions  have  alfo  been  put,  the 
folution  of  whichlias  employed  the  learned.  The 
fyftem  which,  as  fome  moderns  pretend,  anfwers 
every  cffiubt,  although  it  is  Hill  embarrafled  with 
jnfuperable  difficulties,  is  that  which  makes 
Noah  the  father  of  the  Chinefe,  under  the  name 
of  Fohi ;  not  by  his  three  fens,  Shem,  Ham,  and 
Japhet,  but  by  a  colony  drawn  from  his  molt 
virtuous  defcendants,  who  obferving  corruption 
fpreading  itfelf  among  their  brethren,  attached 
themfelves  folely  to  their  compnon  father,  and 
withdrew  with  him  from  this  vicious  race, 
prior  to  the  building  the  tower  of  Babel,  and 
the  confufion  of  tongues.  The  votaries  of  this 
opinion  hqve  taken  the  trouble  to  make  Noah 
and  his  colony  travel  from  the  Ararat  of  Ar¬ 
menia,  pr  India,  as  far  as  China.  The  moun¬ 
tains  have  been  urged  as  an  objection  ;  they 
reply,  that  the  deluge  had  equally  depofited 
its  ffime,  and  they  were  then  only  gentle  rif¬ 
lings  :  the  forefls  ?  they  had  been  rooted  up ; 
the  deferts  ?  the  fand  as  the  heavieft  particles 
had  funk  beneath  the  vegetable  foil,  and  it  has 
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only  been  in  procefs  of  time  that  the  rains  have 
wafhed  off  the  earth,  and  brought  the  fand 
again  to  the  furface  :  the  rivers?  Noah  had  ftill 
the  recollection  of  the  ark  ;  he  conftruCted 
fhips  :  and  it  is  worthy  remark,  that  they  always 
had,  and  ftill  retain,  the  relative  dimensions  and 
the  form  of  the  ark  ;  three  times  the  breadth  for 
the  length,  ftern,  prow,  flat  bottoms,  and  three 
tiers  in  the  hull. 

In  fupport  of  this  hypothefis  comes  the 
Science  of  aftronomy,  which  the  Chinefe  could 
not  fo  early  have  poflefled  in  any  eminent  degree, 
but  becaufe  they  were  taught  it  by  Noah,  who 
had  himfelf  received  a  knowledge  of  its  prin¬ 
ciples  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  antediluvian 
world.  How  could  they  have  preferved  them- 
felves  from  the  idolatry  which  infefted  their 
brethren,  had  they  not  feparated  themfelves 
from  them  before  they  were  corrupted  ?  They 
have  alfo  retained  the  knowledge  and  adoration 
of  one  only  God,  of  his  providence,  and  the 
idea,  always  prefent  to  their  minds,  of  the  pu- 
nifhments  prepared  for  the  wicked  ;  doctrines 
which  the  fcourge  of  the  deluge  had  deeply  en¬ 
graven  on  the  memory  of  Noah.  The  Chinefe 
books  in  every  part  recommend  them  in  ener¬ 
getic  terms  to  perfevere  in  this  feparation.  In 
confequence  of  this  admonition,  not  only  have 
they  (hut  their  empire  againft  all  ftrangers,  but 
neither  may  they  undertake  long  voyages,  in 
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which  they  might  be^  likely  to  imbibe  foreign 
notions  and  cufroms.  Wine  made  of  the  juice 
of  the  grape  was  always  forbidden  them. 

Might  not  one  fuppofe  that  this  prohibition 
came  from  Noah,  who  certainly  had  not  much 
reafon  to  boaft  of  this  liquor? 

The  learned  alfo  adduce  other  proofs  drawn 
from  the  language,  chronology,  and  aftronoinical 
obfervations,  whence  they  infer  that  Noah  was 
the  founder  and  legifiatorof  the  Chmefe.  With¬ 
out  going  back  to  fuch  high  antiquity,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  us  to  find  emperors  of  China  more 
than  two  thoufand  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrift.  Five  dynafties  are  computed  prior  to 
that  period,  from  which  we  will  extradt  fome 
remarkable  events  ;  but  will  forbear  to  fix  the 
epochs  till  after  the  fifth  dynafty,  when  we  fhall 
have  arrived  at  the  common  era. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  firft  known  dynafty,  al- The  five  firft 
though  at  no  great  diftance  from  times  that  gun  2207 
might  be  denominated  innocent,  we  find  many  chriftT^'' 
more  bad  than  good  princes — indolent  tyrants 
ftained  with  every  crime  ;  we  alfo  fee  many  re¬ 
bellions  ;  fome  eftimable  tributary  princes  com¬ 
ing  forwards  to  fuccour  the  people,  dethroning 
the  wicked  emperors,  and  touched  by  their  re¬ 
pentance,  reftoring  them  their  crowns.  The 
laft  who  experienced  thefe  viciffitudes,  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  flee  into  the  deferts,  where  he  lived 
|n  obfeurity  during  three  years.  Yu-ta,  head 
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of  the  firft  dynafty',  was  an  excellent  prince, 
an  impartial  difpenfer  of  juftice,  and  lover  of 
agriculture,  the  imDrovement  of  which  he 
encouraged.  The  art  of  extrafiling  wine  from 
rice  was  difeovered  in  his  time.  He  exiled  the 
inventor  from  his  dominions,  and  prohibited 
the  liquor  as  capable  of  introducing  much  evil 
into  the  empire.  Futile  precaution!  the  ufe  of 
rice  wine  has  been  preferved,  and  excefs  has 
realized  Yu-ta’s  apprehenfions. 

Forewarned  by  his  predeceftor’s  cataftrophe, 
Ching-Tong,  chief  of  the  fecond  dynafty,  nam¬ 
ed  Chang,  gave  the  greateft  proofs  of  wifdom 
and  virtue.  Satisfied  with  having  freed  the 
Chinefe  from  their  oppreffive  yoke,  he  for  a 
long  time  refufed  the  fceptre  ;  but  at  length  he 
accepted  it,  and  reigned  a  model  for  future 
princes.  Tai-vu,  one  of  his  fucceflors,  terrified 
at  a  prodigy  which  made  him  fear  a  revolution, 
received  the  following  leftbn  from  his  minifter: 
“  Virtue  has  the  power  of  triumphing  over 
“  prefages.  If  you  govern  your  fubjetls  with 
*f  equity,  you  will  be  beyond  the  reach  of  mif- 
“  fortune.”  He  ordered  that  in  each  city  a 
certain  number  of  old  men  thould  be  maintain¬ 
ed  out  of  the  public  treafury  :  this  law  is  ftiil 
obferved.  Under  Vu-Ting,  a  mafon  became 
prime-minifter,  and  aftonilhed  the  empire  by 
his  knowledge  and  prudence.  This  dynafty, 
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after  twenty-eight  emperors,  was  terminated 
like  the  firfl  by  the  vices  of  him  who  filled  the 
throne.  - 

The  third  dynafly,  named  Chew,  reckons 
thirty-five  emperors.  The  maxim  of  one  of 
them  was  :  cc  That  the  prince’s  happinefs  ought 
cc  ,to  depend  on  that  of  his  fubjetls,  and  that  he 
<c  fhould  be  incapable  of  tailing  pleafure,  if  his 
“  people  buffered.”  Another,  very  different 
from  him,  considered  his  foldiers’  fatigue  as  an 
araufement,  and  dearly  paid  for  it.  He  had 
commanded  them  that  as  foon  as  they  perceived 
lighted  fires,  they  fhould  take  up  their  arms, 
and  haflen  to  him.  In  one  of  thefe  falfe  alarms, 
he  obferved  that  his  favourite  was  greatly  en¬ 
tertained  at  feeing  the  troops  run  as-foon  as  the 
fignal  was  given.  He  frequently  repeated  it 
for  no  other  reafon  than  to  fee  her  laugh  at 
their  hurry,  ,and  the  fname  they  betrayed  at 
having  taken  fuch  unneceffary  trouble.  It  hap¬ 
pened  that  on  an  occafion  of  real  importance, 
the  foldiers,  repeatedly  deceived,  remained  quiet, 
although  the  fires  were  lighted.  The  enemy 
penetrated  even  into  the  monarch’s  tent,  and 
flew  him. 

Under  the  fecond  emperor  of  the  fourth 
dynafly,  called  Cin,  the  great  wall  was  built. 
It  was  the  work  of  the  emperor  Ching,  who 
alfo  has  given  to  his  name  an  odious  immor¬ 
tality,  for  having  caufed  all  the  books  through- 
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out  the  empire  to  be  burnt,  except  thofe  treat¬ 
ing  of  architecture  and  phyfic. 

Some  of  the  literati  fuffered  death  for  having 
faved  a  part  of  the  profcribed  volumes  ;  but  as 
they  were  not  all  contained  in  the  fame  place* 
many  efcaped  the  tyrant’s  refearches.  We  are 
told  that,  fearing  left  his  bad  actions  fhould  be 
known,  he  endeavoured  to  difcourage  the  hifto- 
rians,  by  infpiring  them  with  an  apprehenfion  of 
their  works  experiencing  a  fimilar  fate.  He  infti- 
tuted  a  new  code  of  laws,  and  that  probably  was 
the  true  caufe  of  his  burning  the  other  books. 

The  chieftain  of  a  banditti,  named  Lien 
Pang,  dethroned  the  laft  emperor  of  the  fourth 
dynaftv,  and  began  the  fifth  called  Han.  He 
proved  himfelf  worthy  of  the  throne,  by  his 
moderation  and  clemencv.  Lien  Pang;  was  one 

J  O 

of  the  very  few  princes  who  in  their  dynafty 
governed  bv  themfelves.  Under  the  reft,  the 
eunuchs  enjoyed  a  great  degree  of  authority, 
•which  they  always  abufed.  Factions  were 
formed.  One  of  them,  known  under  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  yellow-caps,  made  itfelf  mailer  of 
the  empire,  which  ended  in  its  difmemberment. 
In  future  vre  will  give  in  the  margin  the 
names  of  the  dynafties,  and  their  date,  and 
feleft,  in  the  ftyle  of  annals,  thofe  facts  which 
appear  to  merit  attention. 

6rh  dpafiy,  A.  prince  defcended  from  Lien  Pang,  in  a  very 

BewHan,  r  _  0  J 

220 after  diftant  degree,  reunited  the  fcattered  fragments 

Chrift.  °  J  ° 
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of  the  empire  under  one  fceptre,  and  began  the 
fixth  dynafty.  It  ended  in  his  grand-fon.  This 
young  prince,  ardent  and  courageous,  fuftained 
forfome  time  his  father’s  tottering  throne,  which 
was  attacked  from  every  quarter.  At  length,  fee¬ 
ing  affairs  arrived  at  a  moil  fatal  crifis,  and  the 
feeble  emperor  hill  hefitating  what  meafures  to 
purfue,  he  faid  to  him  :  “  There  is  no  time  for 
“  deliberation;  this  is  the  decifive  moment.  Ei- 
“  ther  conquer,  or  die  with  arms  in  your  hand 
“  and  the  crown  on  your  head.”  The  emperor, 
deficient  in  courage,  refufed  to  fight.  The  young 
prince,  afflicted  at  his  cowardice,  retired  to  the 
hall  of  his  anceftors,  flew  his  wife,  and  then 
himfelf.  The  emperor  furrendered  himfelf  to 
his  rival,  who  granted  him  a  petty  fovereignty. 

Chi-tfu-vu-ti  preferved  by  his  arms  that  em¬ 
pire  they  had  acquired  him.  As  foon  as  he  was 
at  peace,  he  fiank  into  a  ftate  of  indolence.  He 
left  a  fon  incapable  of  governing,  the  fimple 
fpe&ator  of  the  difturbances  of  his  palace,  occa- 
fiqned  by  two  women,  the  emprefs  and  the  queen. 
The  latter  furpaflmg  her  rival  in  wickednefs  and 
addrefs,  poifoned  both  her  and  her  fon.  The 
weak  emperor  is  dethroned,  and  fucceeded  by  a 
prince  of  his  race.  The  fon  of  the  latter  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  prince  of  his  relations,  who  killed  his 
fons,  took  him  prifoner,  obliged  the  emperor  to 
wait  on  him  at  table  in  the  habit  of  a  Have,  and 
put  him  to  death,  Nan-King  then  became  the 
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capital.  The  race  of  fifteen  emperors  terminates 
in  Ngan  Ti,  an  indolent  prince,  unworthy  of  a 
throne. 

gthdynafty,  Under  his  reign,  a  man  named  Lyew  Yn, 

Song,  4*20, 

whofe  employment  was  to  fell  fhoes  from  place 
to  place,  made  himfelf  a  foldier,  became  gene¬ 
ral,  and  ufurped  the  throne.  His  exterior  was 
noble  and  majeftic,  and  his  courage  equal  to  his 
modefty,  which  particularly  appeared  in  his  at¬ 
tire.  He  left  a  fon,  the  contrail  of  himfelf,  vain 
and  frivolous.  Veu  Ti,  his  fucceifor,  was  too 
favourable  to  the  bonfes.  The  empire  was  at 
that  time  divided  into  two  parts.  The  fovereign 
of  the  weftern  part,  on  the  contrary,  ordered  all 
'  the  bonfes  to  be  maflacred.  Veu  Ti  was  killed 
by  his  fon  ;  and  the  parricide  by  his  brother. 
The  latter  was  little  beloved  on  account  of  the 
latitude  he  gave  his  tongue.  This  pleafure  cod 
him  dear.  One  of  his  wives,  whom  he  had  called 
o!d,  difled  him  in  his  bed.  This  race  finithed 
with  the  eighth  emperor:  the  two  lad  monarchs 
of  it,  one  aged  fourteen,  and  the  other  fifteen, 
were  flainby  Kao-ti,  their  prime-minider. 

9*h  dynafty,  Kao-ti  was  not  deficient  in  a  good  opinion  of 

Al'4/9'  his  own  capacity.  “  If  I  reign  ten  years,” 
Would  he  fay,  “  I  will  make  gold  as  common  as 
cc  dirt.”  A  caprice  took  him  one  day  to  have 
all  the  jewels  with  which  he  was  covered  taken 
off  his  clothes,  and  ground  to  powder.  “  They 
“  are  good  for  nothing,”  faid  he,  (e  but  to  in- 
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<£  fpire  a  tafte  for  luxury,  and  encourage  cupi- 
dity.”  His  fon  was  the  author  of  the  famous 
ordinance,  which  forbids  the  mandarins  to  re¬ 
main  more  than  three  years  in  the  fame  place. 
During  his  reign  appeared  Fan-Chin,  a  patron 
of  the  literati,  who  taught  that  all  things  are  the 
effedt  of  chance  ;  that  the  foul  dies  with  the 
body  ;  and  that  after  this  life  the  fate  of  men  is 
fimilar  to  that  of  brutes.  Five  emperors  formed 
the  whole  of  this  dynafty. 

The  tenth  comprehends 
with  Siao-Y wen,  prime-mi 
the  laft  prince.  He  was  adfive,  induftrious,  vi¬ 
gilant,  and  very  expeditious.  Although  he  had 
been  till  thenfolely  employed  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
fciences,  he  fhewed  himfelf  very  Ikilful  in  the 
military  art.  He  forbade  his  fubjedts  to  facrihce 
animals,  and  commanded  them  to  fubftitute  fi¬ 
gures  of  them  made  of  meal.  Towards  the  end 
of  his  reign  he  negledied  the  affairs  of  ffate,  to 
devote  himfelf  to  the  chimeras  of  the  bonfes  :  it 
is  even  faid  that  he  became  a  bonfe  himfelf.  His 
family  was  a  very  pious  race.  The  laft  emperor 
but  one  alfo.  attached  himfelf  to  the  minifters 
of  the  religion  of  Fo.  While  his  attention  was 
wholly  abforbed  in  that,  his  prime-minifter  at¬ 
tacked  him  in  his  capital.  He  took  up  arms, 
marched  round  his  ramparts,  examined  the  po¬ 
rtion  of  the  enemy,  and  exclaimed  :  “  All  is  loft! 
<c  it  is  all  over  with  the  fciences  !”  He  then  fet 


only  four,  beginning  i°th 
nifter,  and  aftaffm  of  50a!’  * 


VOL.  v. 


o  o 


562 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 


fire  to  his  library,  confining  of  a  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  volumes,  and  furrendered  to  the 
conqueror,  who  put  both  him  and  his  fon  to 
death.  While  he  was  thus  employed,  the  em¬ 
peror  of  the  north  was  burning  the  temples  of 
the  bonfes,  and.deftroying  their  idols. 

nth  dy-  The  ufurper,  founder  of  the  eleventh  dynafty, 

nafty,  Chin,  ... 

55 7.  like  Ins  devout  predecefior,  was  extremely  at¬ 
tached  to  the  bonfes.  His  brother,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  concealed  till  then  in  the  obfcurity 
of  a  private  life,  on  the  throne  difplayed  the 
qualities  of  a  great  prince.  He  regulated  the 
length  of  the  hours,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
ftruck  on  the  palace  drum,  which  is  ftill.  ob- 
ferved.  His  race  produced  but  five  emperors : 
the  laft,  a  martyr  to  his  vices,  was  dethroned 
by  the  prime-minifter  of  the  wefter-n  empire. 

»2th  dy-  Three  emperors  who  compofed  this  race,  per- 

31%,  Swi,  f*ormecj  great  thingS.  The  firfi,  the  wefiern  rni- 
nifter,  named  Kao-ifiu-ven-ti,  without  the  fmalleft 
pretenfions  to  learning,  was  endued  with  a  fo- 
lid  penetrating  mind.  He  loved  his  people, 
caufed  public  granaries  to  be  built,  which  were 
every  year  to  be  filled  with  rice  and  corn  by 
every  family  according  to  their  circumftances. 
He  reformed  their  mufic  and  eloquence,  and  im¬ 
parted  to  them  that  manly  character  which  they 
had  loft.  This  prince  was  inexorable  towards 
criminals  and  iniquitous  judges.  He  prohibited 
thofe  being  educated  at  the  public  expenfe 
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\vho  were  defigned  for  trade  and  the  mechanic 
arts.  His  fon  forbade  his  people  wearing  arms;  and 
ordered  all  books  treating  on  war,  politics,  me¬ 
dicine,  and  agriculture,  to  be  revifed  by  the  mod 
learned  men  among  the  literati.  He  regulated 
the  examination  according  to  the  rank  of  the 
doctors  in  civil  and  military  departments.  The 
fon  of  a  petty  fovereign,  named  Li  Ywen,ufurp- 
ed  the  throne,  become  vacant  by.the  unforefeen 
death  of  Kao-tfu-ven-ti’s  grand-fon. 

Li  Ywen,  on  arriving  at  the  emperor’s  palace,  13th  dy- 
was  loft  in  amazement  at  its  magnificence.  618. ’ 

<c  No,”  faid  he,  “  it  is  not  poflible  to  fuffer  fo  fu- 
“  perb  an  edifice  as  this  to  remain,  which  is  only 
“  fit  to  corrupt  the  heart  of  a  prince,  and  render 
u  him  effeminate.”  After  this  reflexion,  our  en- 
thufiaft  in  virtue’s  caufe  reduced  the  whole  build¬ 
ing  to  a  heap  of  allies.  He  followed  the  dofirines 
of  the  literati,  and  vacated  the  throne  to  live  in 
tranquillity.  He  commanded  that  a  hundred 
thoufand  idle  bonfes  fhould  marry,  to  add  fub- 
je£is  to  the  date.  Tai-tfong,  his  fon,  was  one 
of  the  greateft  of  the  Chinefe  emperors — wife, 
frugal,  eafy  of  accefs.  His  minifters  wiflied  to  ex¬ 
cite  his  apprehenfions  on  the  facility  with  which 
he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  approached.  He  replied: 

“  I  confider  myfeh  in  my  empire  as  a  father  in 
“  his  family.  I  carry  all  my  fubjefils  in  my  bo- 
“  fom,  as  if  they  were  my  children.  What  have 
“  I  to  fear  ?”  Affefiied  with  the  deepeft  grief, 
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on  account  of  a  cloud  of  locufts  which  covered 
Ins  dominions  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  he 
exclaimed:  “  ‘Wretched  infeftsf  by  deftroying 
“  the  harvefts,  you  deprive  my  people  of  life. 

“  Ah  !  I  would  much  rather  that  you  fhould  de- 
“  vour  my  entrails.”  He  cleared  the  empire  of 
conjurors;  a  pelf,  perhaps,  not  lefs  pernicious 
than  locufts.  He  granted  amnefties,  and  delivered 
prifoners  ;  but  there  were  three  boons,  which  he 
ufed  to  fay  a  prudent  prince  fhould  be  very  cau¬ 
tious  of  bellowing.  The  baftinado  was  then  given 
on  the  back  and  fhoulders.  He  ordered  it  to  be 
inflicted  lower,  becaufe  he  had  read  in  a  medical  „ 
book,  that  when  the  back  or  fhoulders  are 
Wounded  or  brurfed,  the  nobler  parts  are  affect¬ 
ed  by  it;  thus  he  neglected  no  circumltance 
which  might  be  ufeful.  Chriftianity  was  intro¬ 
duced  under  his  reign.  On  the  death  of  his  co* 
iao,  or  prime-minifter,  who  had  been  of  conli- 
derable  utility  to  him,  he  faid — “  We  have  three 
w  forts  of  looking-glaffes  :  the  frit  ferves  the 
c<  ladies  to  drefs  by;  the  fecond  is  the  ancient 
“  volumes,  in  which  we  read  the  rife,  the  pro- 
“  grefs,  and  the  decline  of  empires;  the  third  is 
44  mankind,  in  whofe  actions,  if  we  will  but  ftudy 
*•  them,  we  fee  both  what  we  ought  to  pradtife, 

.  4C'and  what  we  ought  to  avoid.  I  poffeffed  this 
16  latter  mirror  in  the  perfon  of  mycalao.  Un- 
fortunately  I  have  loft  him  without  hope  of 
finding  his  e q.u al.” 
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Tai-tfong  left  his  fon  excellent  inftruQions, 
but  which  were  ufelefs  to  him.  This  prince 
attached  himfelf  to  a  wicked  woman  to  whom 
the  dagger  or  poifon  were  equally  familiar.  She 
filled  both  the  kingdom  and  the  court  with 
mourning.  The  fucceeding  emperor’s  wife  was 
neither  lefs  cruel  nor  lefs  criminal.  His  fon  is 
faid  to  have  been  the  reftorer  of  his  family. 
However,  he  repudiated  his  wife,  put  three  of 
his  children  to  death  without  any  caufe,  and 
married  his  daughter-in-law.  All  luxury  was 
odious  to  him.  He  endeavoured  to  extirpate  it  for 
ever  by  deftroying  all  the  gold  and  fdver  veffels, 
and  ornaments  of  his  palace.  This  emperor 
intruded  a  great  degree  of  authority  to  the 
eunuchs  and  the  borifes.  His  grand-fon  was 
dethroned  by  a  rebel.  This  latter  ordered  the 
elephants  and  horfes  into  his  prefence,  which 
had  been  trained  to  dance  to  the  found  of  inftru- 
ments,  and  to  offer  a  cup  to  the  emperor  ;  but 
they  never  could  be  made  to  difplay  their  talents 
for  the  ufurper.  It  no  doubt  was  the  fault  of 
their  teachers,  who  omitted  to  make  them  the 
ufual  figns  ;  but  the  animals  were  the  fuf- 
ferers,  and  were  killed  to  the  amount  of  a  hun¬ 
dred. 

Under  the  ninth  fucceffor,  the  power  of  the 
eunuchs  occafioned  a  rebellion.  The  eleventh 
bears  the  character  of  much  penetration  and  In¬ 
telligence,  but  he  was  notwithftanding  obftinately 
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bigotted  to  the  abfurdities  of  the  bonfes.  He 
even  was  fo  ridiculous  as  to  fend  into  every  part 
in  fearcb  of  the  waters  of  immortality,  of  which 
the  difciples  of  Lao-Kyun~pretended  to  have  the 
fecret.  The  eunuchs  prefented  it  to  him,  and 
he  inftantly  expired.  The  fifteenth  emperor  of 
this  dynaftv  inftituted  a  law,  which  is  kill  ob- 
ferved.  Once  in  feven  years  the  provincial 
mandarins  are  obliged  to  fend  a  written,  fincere, 
and  circumftantial  confeffion  of  the  faults  they 
have  committed,  and  to  afk  the  emperor’s  pardon. 
If  they  excufe  or  endeavour  to  palliate  their 
errors,  they  have  no  favour  to  expedl,  and  are 
infallibly  deprived  of  their  employments.  His 
fon,  though  in  other  refpe&s  replete  with  fenfe 
and  talents,  alfo  had  the  folly  to  afpire  after 
immortality.  He  took  the  draught,  and  died  not 
fuddenly  like  the  other,  but  was  a  martyr  to 
worms.  The  eunuchs,  who  were  extremely  nu¬ 
merous  and  all  powerful  in  the  palace,  malfacred 
one  of  their  makers,  poifoned  another,  and  were 
at  length  themfelves  exterminated  by  the  nine¬ 
teenth  emperor,  whofe  fon,  the  twentieth  of  his 

14th dy-  race,  only  juft  took  his  feat  upon  the  throne. 

Epag^c'7.  His  murdererTai-Tfu  the  Firft  did  not  long  en¬ 
joy  the  reward  of  his  crime.  His  eldeft  fon  flew 
him,  and  was  himfelf  flam  by  his  brother  Mo-ti. 
Anarchy  was  at  its  height  in  the  empire.  An 
able  general,  fupported  by  a  powerful  party, 
attacked  Mo-ti,  The  emperor  having  beep 
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vanquifhed,  killed  himfelf  in  defpair,  and  his 
family  became  extinft. 

The  general  Chuang-tfong,  become  monarch,  15th  dy. 
preferved  his  martial  habits.  He  lived  frugally,  Tang, 
flept  on  the  bare  ground,  and  for  fear  of  falling 
into  too  found  a  fleep,  wore  a  bell  hung  to 
his  neck.  But  he  tarniftted  his  glory  in  the  firfl 
years  of  his  reign  by  his  immoderate  love  of 
plays.  He  himfelf  took  a  part  to  amufe  the 
queens  and  his  daughters.  He  is  alfo  accufed 
of  having  been  fordidly  avaricious,  and  without 
any  commiferation  for  the  poor.  His,  fon  Ming- 
tfong  the  Firft  greatly  favoured  the  learned. 
Printing  was  invented  during  his  reign-.  He 
was  very  pious  ;  the  chief  end  of  his  prayers 
was  for  the  good  of  his  fubje&s.  This  dynafty 
furnilhed  four  emperors.  The  laft,  purfued  by 
the  father’s  murderers,  burned  himfelf  together 
with  his  family. 

The  ufurper,  named  Kao-tfu  the  Firft,  faw  the  l6*  dr- 

r  nafty,  Hew- 

empire  difmembered.  He  was -conftrained  totfin>  936. 
cede  a  part  of  it  to  the  Tartars.  His  fon  levied 
a  formidable  army,  which  he  preceded  with  a 
detachment..  His  general,  fecretly  afpiring  to 
the  throne,  advanced  only  by  flow  marches,  and 
gave  the  enemy  time  toTeize  the  emperor. 

They  exiled  him  to  a  fmall  principality. 

The  treacherous  general  encircled  his  brow*7*dy- 
with  the  diadem.  He  made  an  ignominious  han,  947. 
peace  with  the  Tartars,  by  which  he  ceded  to 
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them  the  whole  booty.  In-ti,  his  fon,  (hewed, 
more  courage  ;  but  while  he  was  repulfing  the 
enemy  on  the  frontiers,  the  eunuchs  excited  a 

j 

revolt  in  the  palace.  He  returned  to.  quell  it, 
and  was  killed.  The  emprefs  tried  every  means 
in  her  power  to  get  her  fon  acknowledged  ;  but 
fhe  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  general  whom 
the  troops  had  faluted  emperor.  He  always 
refpedled  her  as  his  mother. 

i ?th dy-  Tai-tfu,  this  general,  had  a  profound  venera- 
chan,  951.  tion  for  Confucius.  He  paid  a  vifit  to  his  tomb. 
His  fon  Chi  tfong  the  Fir  ft  imitated  his  virtues;. 
At  the  very  fummit  of  human  grandeur  he  (till 
retained  a  modeft  deportment.  A  plough  and  a 
loom  had  an  honourable  place  in  his  palace. 
He  ordered  the  granaries  to  be  opened  in  a 
time  of  dearth,  and  the  rice  to  be  fold  at  a  very 
inferior  price.  “  They  are  my  children,”  faid 
he  fpeaking  of  his  people  ;  “  it  would  be  very  im- 
c£  proper  that  their  father  (hould  abandon  them 
tc  and  leave  them  to  periih  of  hunger,  while  he 
<c  has  enough  to  fatisfy  his  own.”  In  this 
extremity  he  caufed  the  idols  to  be  melted  down 
and  coined  into  money.  This  prince  died  too 
foon  for  his  fon,  whofe  great  youth  incapacitated 
him  from  reigning.  The  nobles  chofe  the  prime- 
minifter  to  fucceed  him. 

39th  -dy-  Under  the  name  of  Tai-tfu  the  Third  he  prov- 

\jj6oI’  °  &  ed  himfelf  worthy  of  his  exaltation;,  and  poflefted 
all  the  qualities  requifite  to  render  a  ftate  happy 
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and  flouriffiing.  The  four  gates  of  his  palace 
oppofite  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  world  were 
never  (hut.  “  I  will,”  faid  he,  “  have  my  houfe, 

“  like  my  heart,  open  to  all  my  fubjedis.” 
During  a  very  fevere  winter  in  which  his  troops 
were  employed  againft  the  northern  Tartars,  he 
fent  his  cloak  lined  with  fur  to  his  general,  telling 
him  that  he  wiflied  it  were  in  his  power  to  give 
one  like  it  to  each  of  his  foldiers.  When  on  the 
eve  of  taking  a  city,  anticipating  the  havoc  that 
would  enfue,  he  feigned  illnefs.  His  officers, 
alarmed,  approached  him,  and  each  of  them 
advifed  the  remedy  he  thought  bed.  “  The  mod 
iC  efficacious,”  replied  the  emperor,  “  depends 
“  on  you.  Give  me  your  oath,  that  you  will 
“  not  (hed  the  blood  of  the  citizens.”  They 
fwore  as  he  defired  ;  and  Tai-tfu  immediately  re¬ 
covered.  Under  Ching-tfong,  the  third  emperor 
ot  this  dynafty,  the  number  of  perfons  capable 
of  cultivating  the  land,  without  counting  the 
magiftrates,  the  literati,  the  eunuchs,  foldiers, 
bonfes,  and  mariners,  amounted  to  twenty-one 
millions,  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand, 
nine  hundred  and  fixty-five  men. 

In  a  time  of  fcarcity  Ching-fong,  the  fixth 
emperor  of  his  race,  became  very  forrowful,  and 
endeavoured  by  his  prayers  to  deprecate  celeftial 
wrath.  The  literati,  to  whom  he  was  too 
favourable,  had  the  temerity  to  tell  him,  that  he 
diftrefled  himfelf  to  no  purpofe  j  that  whatever 
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happened  in  the  world  was  purely  the  effedl  of 
chance.  The  prime-minifter,  addrefling  them  in 
a  firm  tone,  faid  :  “  What  dodtrines  have  you 
£‘  dared  to  'inculcate  ?  If  an  emperor  fhould 
“  arrive  at  fuch  a  height,  as  neither  to  refpedt 
“  nor  fear  Heaven,  of  what  crimes  might  he  not 
£c  be  capable  ?”  The  prime-minifter  prefented 
the  ten  following  maxims  to  the  monarch’s  fon. 
Fear  heaven  :  Love  your  fubjedfs :  Endeavour 
to  become  perfect :  Apply  yourfelf  to  the 
fciences  :  Raife  perfons  of  merit  to  the  dignities 
of  ftate  :  Lend  your  attention  to  the  advice  that 
is  offered  you :  Diminifh  the  taxes  :  Moderate 
the  rigour  of  the  tortures :  Avoid  prodigality  i 
Hold  debauchery  in  horror. — Under  Li-tfong, 
the  fourteenth  emperor,  by  no  means  warlike 
himfelf,  his  generals  expelled  the  eaftern  Tartars, 
who  retreated  nearly  into  their  own  territory, 
from  whence  they  afterwards  returned,  and 
reconquered  China,  which  they  ftill  poffefs. 

20th  a'y.  This  Tartar  family  regulated  the  adminiftration 

1280.  C”’ of  the  empire  fo  well,  that  its  reign  was  deno¬ 
minated  the  wife  government.  The  chief  took 
the  Chinefe  name  Chi-tfu.  He  meditated  an 
expedition  into  Japan,  reformed  the  calendar, 
and  caufed  the  famous  canal  to  be  dug,  which  is 
three  hundred  leagues  in  length.  His  fucceffors 
until  the  ninth,  which  terminated  this  race, 
eftablifhed  the  religion  of  Fo  in  China.  One  of 
them  invited  the  Grand-lama  from  Thibet,  and 
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received  him  with  moil  extraordinary  ceremo¬ 
nies.  With  the  lamas,  entered  alfo  magie, 
dancing-girls,  and  debauchery,  which  perverted 
the  wife  government.  A  fervant  of  the  bonfes, 
named  Chu,  taking  advantage  of  the  difturbances 
occafioned  by  a  bad  adminiftration,  rofe  from 
rank  to  rank  to  be  general  of  the  rebels,  com¬ 
pelled  the  emperor  Chun-ti  to  flee,  who  returned 
no  more,  and  feated  himfelf  on  his  throne. 

Chu  took  the  name  of  Tai-tfu  IV.  His  piety  aiftdynafty. 

r.  J  Ming,  1368. 

equalled  his  wifdom  and  penetration.  In  a  time 
of  drought,  he  continued  in  prayer  during  three 
days  upon  a  mountain,  and  only  defcended  when 
it  rained.  His  grand-fon  ordered  a  diamond- 
mine  to  be  clofed.  “  I  will  not,”  faid  he, 

“  fatigue  my  people  with  ufelefs  labour  ;  befides 
4C  which,  thefe  precious  ftones,  however  valuable 
<c  they  appear,  can  neither  clothe  nor  feed  in  a 
“  feafon  of  fcarcity.”  He  might  have  been  an- 
fwered — They  procure  that  which  will  purchafe 
clothes  and  food.  Under  Swen-tfong,  his  fifth 
fuccefior,  the  palace  caught  fire,  and  raged 
during  fome  days  with  fo  much  violence,  that  a 
great  quantity  of  gold,  filver,  copper,  and  tin, 
was  melted.  There  was  formed  from  it  a 
mafs  of  metal  which  is  Hill  in  efteem  in  China. 

The  cataftrophe  of  this  dynafty,  which  ended 
with  the  thirteenth  emperor,  was  announced  by 
continual  commotions  during  feveral  reigns. 

Two  rebels  divided  the  empire.  They  very 
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loon  engaged  in  h'oftiiities.  One  only  remained, 
called  Li.  He  attacked  Hiao-tfong  in  his 
palace  :  the  prince  attempted  to  fally  out  on 
his  enemies  and  perifh  fword  in  hand.  He 
found  himfelf  abandoned  by  his  troops  ;  he  re¬ 
turned,  and  retired  into  the  inmoft  receffes  of 
his  garden.  The  emprefs,  to  whom  he  was 
molt  tenderly  attached,  came  up  to  him  ;  he 
embraced  her  in  filent  agony.  She  underftood 
his  expreffive  grief,  entered  into  a  wood,  and 
hanged  herfelf  on  a  tree.  Hiao-tfong  as  he 
wandered  on  perceived  her.  He  wrote  on  the 
border  of  his  veil  :  <£  My  fubjedts  have  bafely 
sc  deferted  me.  Do  with  me  as  you  pleafe  ;  " 
1C  but  fpare  my  people.”  With  one  blow  of  his 
cimeter  he  ftruck  off  the  head  of  his  beloved 
daughter,  and  then  handed  himfelf  bv  the  fide  of 
his  wife.  The  nobles  of  the  empire  called  in 
agajnft  the  infurgents  the  afiiftance  of  the  Man- 
chew  Tartars,  who  are  at  prefent  in  pofl'eflion  of 
azd  dy-  the  throne. 

naity,  rfmg, 

l64 5  The  nobility  imagined  they  Ihould  find  in 

the  Tartars  auxiliaries,  who  would  aflift  them 
in  placing  a  Chinefe  emperor  on  the  throne  ; 
but  when  the  Tartars  had  obliged  the  rebels  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  rhey  confidered  the  empire 
a  iuft  reward  for  their  trouble.  Deceived  in  this 
expectation,  one  of  thefe  lords  ufed  to  fay: 

We  have  called  in  the  wolves  to  drive  out 
<£  the  dogs.”  The  Chinefe  princes  of  the  blood. 
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however,  did  not  tamely  bend  their  necks  to 
the  yoke  without  attempting  to  fhake  it  off. 
Competitors  arofe  in  feveral  of  the  provinces 
againft  Xun  Chi,  the  firft  Manchew  emperor, 
and  hoftilities  were  carried  on  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy  both  by  fea  and  land.  On  the  former  ele¬ 
ment,  a  general,  named  Coxinga,  fignalized  his 
attachment  for  the  family  of  his  ancient  matters, 
and  held  the  victory  for  fome  time  in  fufpence, 
but  all  the  unfortunate  princes  of  China  perithed 
one  after  another.  Xun-chi,  by  his  attention  in 
conforming  himfelf  to  the  Chinefe  manners, 
taught  his  people  to  love,  as  well  as  fear  him. 
They  fcarcely  perceived  that  they  had  changed 
their  ruler.  He  fell  a  victim  to  his  grief  for  the 
death  of  a  beloved  wife,  and  expired  at  the  age 
of  thirty-four. 

He  left  a  fon  under  the  guardianttiip  of  four 
excellent  men,  whofe  foie  pleafure  was  in  form¬ 
ing  his  mind  to  virtue.  ,  Kang-hi  did  juftice  to 
their  care.  During  his  minority,  an  order  was 
ittued,  commanding  the  inhabitants  of  the  coafts 
to  quit  them,  and  remove  three  leagues  in-land. 
Commerce  by  fea  was  abfqlutely  interdidled,  and 
ttill  continues  fo.  It  is  tolerated  only  in  the  port 
of  Canton,  and  there  not  without  many  trouble- 
fome  reftridtions.  At  the  fame  time  there  were 
fome  very  fevere  edidts  promulgated  againft  the 
chriftians  ;  notwithftanding  which,  feveral  je- 
fuits  remained  at  court  as  men  #f  learning.  The 


174 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY-. 

\ 

emperors  (hewed  them  much  confrderation ;  but 
they  never  could  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  fentence 
againft  the  other  chriftians.  Kang- hi  expe¬ 
rienced  domeftie  afflictions,  occafioned  by  his 
two  Tons,  whom  he  fucceffively  baniffled.  Ere 
his  death,  he  recalled  Yong-ching,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him. 

This  prince  lived  in  1722,  and  after  having  been 
favourably  inclined  to  the  chriftians  while  prince, 
became  very  inimical  to  them  when  emperor. 
He  explained  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  to  the  je- 
fuks  as  to  give  them  to  underhand,  that  their 
religion  had  caufed  commotions  in  fome  of  the 
provinces  of  the  empire.  “  What  would  you 
‘s  fay,”  faid  he  to  them,  “  if  I  were  to  fend  a 
<c  troop  of  bonfes  and  lamas  into  your  country, 
sc  to  preach  our  law  ?  How  would  you  receive 
w  them?  Would  you  have  all  the  Chinefe  be- 
“  come  chriftians  ?  Your  faith  requires  it  I  well 
cc  know.  But  in  that  cafe  what  would  be  our 

“  fate  ?  The  fubjects  of  your  kings,  the  pro- 

/ 

“  felytes  that  you  make,  acknowledge  only  you. 
“  In  cafe  of  any  difturbance,  they  would  attend 
tc  to  no  voice  but  your’s.  I  know  very  well  that 
fC  at  prefent  there  is  no  caufe  for  apprehenfton  ; 
iC  but  when  your  (hips  fhould  arrive  by  thou- 
ec  fanas  and  ten  thoufands,  then  they  may  pro- 
“  bably  occafton  much  confufion.” 

Thefe  motives,  whether  true  or  falfe,  occa¬ 
fioned  the  banifhment  of  the  jefuits  3  but  fome 
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ftill  continued  there,  who,  as  perfons  of  li¬ 
terature,  were  both  efteemed  and  protefled. 

Korea. 

It  is  very  difficult  for  a  territory  of  fmall  ex-Korea,be- 

r  .  .  •  tween  the 

tent  in  the  vicinity  ot  a  mighty  empire  not  to  chinefe  and 
become  its  vaffal,  if  it  efcape  being  fwallow-  /earn'd 
ed  up  by  it.  Such  has  been  the  fate  of  Ko-  Tarury. 
rea,  a  peninfula  between  China  and  Japan. 

It  has  been  to  thofe  nations  what  the  ifland  of 
Sicily  was  to  the  Carthaginians  and  Romans,  a 
fpecies  of  nurfery  in  which  thefe  people  were 
trained  to  arms.  But  in  ceding  to  them  the  field 
of  battle,  the  Koreans,  like  the  Sicilians,  have 
frequently  been  drawn  into  their  wars,  which 
produced  inteftine  broils  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  have  b«en  attended  with  all  their 
horrors.  For  the  fame  reafon,  the  manners  of 
the  Koreans  have  participated,  and  flill  partici¬ 
pate,  of  thofe  of  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe  ;  lefs 
however  of  the  latter,  becaufe  the  Chinefe 
have  for  a  length  of  time  had  the  fuperiority 
in  the  peninfula,  which  they  have  made  tribu¬ 
tary  to  them. 

Korea  is  mountainous  in  its  extremity  which 
joins  to  Tartary,  and  in  the  part  covered  with 
forefts,  proper  for  hunting.  It  furnilhes  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  very  good  furs.  There  are  feveral  con¬ 
venient  little  harbours  on  its  coafts.  The 
fea  is  deep  on  the  fide  of  China  ;  but  dan- 
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gerous  on  that  of  Japan  on  account  of  the 
fhallows.  The  peninfula  is  watered  by  two 
large  rivers  flowing  through  its  whole  length, 
which  receive  a  multitude  ot  fmaller  ones.  The 
climate  is,  in  general,  fevere.  The  grain,  fruits, 
and  herbage,  are  inferior  to  thofe  of  China.  The 
commerce  ot  Korea  is  limited  to  the  two  king¬ 
doms  contiguous  to  its  coafts.  On  the  continent¬ 
al  fide  it  is  carried  a  fhort  diftance  into  Tartary. 
The  men  are  well  made,  robuft,  and  martial ; 
the  women  amiable.  Their  religion,  police,  lan¬ 
guage,  and  government, all  have  a  refemblance  to 
thofe  of  China,  in  that  gradation  of  thade  which 
is  always  obfervable  in  the  provinces,  according 
to  their  difiance  from  the  capital. 

By  recurring  to  the  Chinefe  annals  in  confult- 
ing  thofe  of  Japan,  we  find  fome  traits  relative 
to  the  Koreans  much  earlier  than  our  common 
sera.  Thcfe  confifi  oi  irruptions  made  into  their 
territory,  brave  repulfes,  involuntary  fubmif- 
fions,  returns  to  independence,  and  always  a  mo¬ 
narchy  fometimes  haughtily  repulfing  the  forces 
of  the  enemy  threatening  it  ruin,  fometimes 
couching  beneath,  and  ignominioufly  bearing  the 
yoke.  Such  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Korean 
monarcbs  with  refpeft  to  the  Chinefe  emperor. 
In  the  interior  of  their  palace-,  and  even  of  their 
families,  thefe  fovereigns  dare  not  engage  in  any 
meafure  without  the  concurrence  of  that  prince, 
who  a&s  towards  them  as  their  defpotic  lord. 
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The  laft  of  thefe  princes  of  whom  we  have 
any  account  was  named  Li-ton,  and  reigned  in 
1720,  if  it  may  be  called  reigning,  dependent  as 
this  monarch  appears  to  have  been.  He  had  re¬ 
pudiated  his  wife  named  Min-chi,  and  in  her 
Read  had  taken  a  concubine  called  Chang  chi. 
“  I  did  not  fail,”  faid  he,  writing  to  the  em- 
“  peror,  “  to  inform  your  majefty  of  it  5  but 
“  fince, reflecting  thatMinchi  was  queen  through 
“  your  majeftyis  means,  that  tire  long  governed 
“  my  family,  that  the  aflifted  me  in  the  facri- 
“  flees,  that  (lie  attended  on  the  queen  my  great 
“  grand-mother,  and  that  flie  wore  mourning 
“  three  years  with  me,  I  acknowledge  that  I 
“  ought  to  have  treated  her  more  honourably.  I 
“  therefore  with  at  prefent  to  re-eftabliih  Minchi 
“  in  her  former  dignity  of  queen,  and  make 
“  Chang-hi  return  to  her  condition  of  concu- 
“  bine,  by  which  means  good  order  will  be  re- 
“  ftored  in  my  family,  and  a  reform  of  morals  be 
“  happily  introduced  into  my  kingdom.  There- 
“  fore  I,  your  fubjeCt,  although  by  my  igno- 
<c  ranee  and  ftupidity  I  have  degraded  the  ho- 
“  nour  of  my  anceftors,  have  ferved  your  ma- 
ec  jefty  during  twenty  years ;  and  am  indebted 
<c  for  all  I  have  to  your  goodnefs,  which  ferves 
<c  as  my  fliield  and  my  protection  :  I  have  nei- 
ther  any  public  nor  private  concern  that  I 
tc  wifh  to  conceal  from  you  ;  and  that  has  been 
“  the  reafon  which  has  two  or  three  times  em- 
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te  boldened  me  to  folicit  your  majefly  on  the 
prefent  oecafion  ;  and  as  it  interefts  both  the 
“  happinefs  of  my  family  and  the  defire  of  my 
“  fubje£ts,I  thought  that,  without  being  want- 
“  ing  in  refpeft,  I  might  prefent  this  fupplica- 
(<  tion  to  your  majefty.”  This  petition  was  re¬ 
ferred  by  the  emperor  to  the  tribunal  of  rites ;  and 
at  length  granted  after  the  fecond  or  third  folici- 
tation.  By  the  ftyle  of  this  letter  from  a  king,  we 
may  judge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Chinefe 
addrefs  their  emperors.  Here  entirely  ends  the 
dominion  of  the  Tartars,  which  has  not  been  ex¬ 
tended  into  the  iflands  of  which  we  are  about 
to  treat,  known  under  the  name  of  Japan. 

Japan. 

Japanlflands  The  kingdom  of  Japan  comprehends  three 
eaftem  ex-  principal  iflands,  adjacent  to  each  other,  longer 
iremifyo  ^han  ty,ey  are  almoft  touching  at  the  ex¬ 

tremities,  and  furrounded  by  a  very  tempeftuous 
fea,  filled  with  rocks,  fhallows,  whirlpools,  and 
abyffes,-  which  ingulph  with  a  terrifying  noife 
the  fliips  that  come  within  their  vortex.  Some¬ 
times  the  wrecks  remain  under  water,  at  others 
they  are  caft  up  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues. 
This  country,  defigned  by  nature  to  be  feparat- 
ed  from  every  other,  was  difcovered  towards  the 
middle  of  the  fixteenth  century  by  fome  Portu- 
guefe  merchants  trading  to  China,  who  were 
driven  by  a  ftorm  on  its  coaft.  The  reports  of 
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the  firft  adventurers  induced  other  Portuguefe 
to  vifit  it,  and  carried  milhonaries  thither,  who 
met  with  a  favourable  reception  on  account  of 
their  fkill  in  the  arts  and  fciences.  They  were 
permitted  to  preach  their  religion. 

Very  few  countries  can  boaft  the  riches  of  Ta-  cl'mate  and 

J  u  produ&ions, 

pan.  Nature  has  been  prodigal  of  her  treafures  5 
grain,  fruits,  vegetables,  pafturage,  domeftic  and 
favage  animals,  even  to  the  elephant.  The  ex- 
tenfive  forefts  are  filled  with  the  moll  valuable 
trees,  the  fea  and  rivers  abound  in  fifh.  Here  are 
hot  fpringsj  minerals  of  every  fpecies,  from  gold 
down  to  lead ;  grey  amber,  called  by  the  natives 
excrement  of  whales ;  coral,  both  red  and  white  » 
very  fine  pearls,  marine  fait,  &c. 

The  Japanefe  excel  in  the  tempering  of  ft  eel. 

Their  arms  have  a  firmnefs  of  edge  far  fuperior  to 
all  others  5  but  they  do  not  fuffer  any  to  be  ex¬ 
ported  from  the  country.  Thofe  may  believe  who 
pleafe,  that  their  fabres  will  cut  through  a  bar  of 
iron  an  inch  thick  at  a  fingle  ftroke,  without 
turning  the  edge.  Exclufive  of  the  aliments  pro¬ 
vided  by  nature,  they  extraft  them  from  fub- 
ftances  which  feem  incapable  of  yielding  any  ; 
as  the  bark  of  trees,  the  mofs  which  covers  the 
rocks,  and  the  roots  of  infipid  plants,  from  which 
they  have  the  art  of  drawing  a  nutritive  pro-' 
perty.  While  the  men  are  fertilizing  the  ftony 
mountains,  the  women  are  plunging  many  fa¬ 
thoms  into  the  ocean,  whence  they  return  with 
fliells,and  marine  plants,  and  clearing  from  their 
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difagreeable  qualities  thofe  that  have  fuch,  and 
render  them  palatable  to  ;he  tafte.  Of  what  infi¬ 
nite  refource  might  be  this  induftry  in  feafons  of 
fcarcity  ! 

Thefe  advantages  are  balanced  by  inconve¬ 
niences.  The  fummer  is  prodigioufly  hot,  and 
the  winter  extremely  cold.  During  fummer 
the  thunder  ftorms  are  terrific,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  rains  that  rather  pour  than  fall.  The 
waters  make  moft  dreadful  ravages  3  the  lhowers 
joined  to  the  fea-breezes  temper  the  heat.  In 
no  part  of  the  world  are  there  known  fuch 
frequent  and  tremendous  earthquakes.  It  is 
aflonifhing  that  fo  precarious  a  land  fhould  find 
inhabitants  3  but  man  grows  accuftomed  to 
every  iituation,  and  the  habit  once  acquired, 
enables  him  to  live  as  well  on  the  volcano,  as 
in  rhe  threatening  depths  of  mines  and  quarries. 
Thefe  calamities,  however  ufe  may  reconcile 
them,  render  the  people  fuperftitious  and  de¬ 
vout.  They  believe  them  to  be  excited  by  ma¬ 
lignant  fpirits,  or  the  devil,  whom  they  call  the 
principle  oj  evil ,  and  whofe  wrath  they  leave 
no  means  untried  to  deprecate  : — offerings,  vows, 
and  even  human  vidiims. 

From  time  immemorial  the  religion  of  Japan 
has  been  pagan  and  idolatrous.  The  Japanefe 
believe  the  world  to  be  eternal  3  that  the  gods 
whom  they  adore  were  once  men,  who  lived  many 
hundred  thoufand  years  on  earth,  and  whom  their 
piety,  penance,  and  voluntary  death,  exalted  to 
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the  higheft  Hate  of  enjoyment.  They  are  divided 
into  three  fe£ts  :  that  of  Xinto,  who  worfhip  the 
ancient  idols  of  the  nation  ;  that  of  Budzo,  which 
has  introduced  an  infinite  number  of  foreign 
idols,  particularly  the  worfhip  of  Fo ;  and 
that  of  the  mcralifts,  or  philofophers  refem- 
bling  thofe  of  the  literati  of  China,  and  like 
them  inwardly  defpifing  the  eftablifhed  worfhip 
and  the  popular  fuperftitions.  Every  individual 
follows  the  religion  he  prefers:  no  perfon  is  con- 
ftrained  in  that  refpeft.  The  father,  wife,  and 
children,  frequently  have  a  different  profelfion  of 
faith,  without  its  giving  rife  to  any  difagree- 
ment. 

Amida  and  Xaca  are  the  divinities  of  the 
Xintoifts  :  they  are  alfo  revered  by  the  other 
fefls.  Thefe  gods  are  confidered  by  the  Japa- 
nefe,  not  only  as  the  chief  difpenfers  of  longe¬ 
vity,  and  all  prefent  good,  but  of  future  rewards 
and  punifhments  ;  for  they  all  admit  of  a  date 
either  of  happinefs  or  mifery  after  this  life, 
though  they  do  not  fix  its  duration.  Many  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  confifis  in  the  tranfmigrations  of 
fouls  from  one  body  to  another.  Cambadoxi, 
another  celebrated  god,  feems  to  have  been  a 
great  villain,  who  became  alfo  a  great  penitent, 
and  carried  his  aufterities  to  the  higheft  pitch 
by  caufing  his  fepulchre  to  be  dug,  in  which  he 
dill  lies.  He  appeared  to  the  bonfes.  His  tomb 
is  the  object  of  a  famous  pilgrimage.  They  fay 
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that  he  invented  the  letters  employed  in  Japan. 
A  number  of  temples  are  erefted  to  his  honour, 
in  which  bonfes  and  bonfeffes  perform  'relb 
gious  rites. 

A  rigorous  Hate  of  celibacy  is  enjoined  to  all 
thofe  who  live  in  focieties,  fimilar  to  our  regu* 
lar  communities.  There  is  alfo  a  fecular  clergy, 
forming  the  different  degrees  of  a  hierarchy, 
of  which  the  dairo,  or  ecclefiaftical  emperor,  is 
the  head.  The  populace  have  much  more  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  regular  bonfes,  on  account  of 
the  auflerity  of  their  lives  ;  they  pretend  by  the 
fufferings  they  infii£t  on  themfelves,  their  faffs 
and  macerations  of  every  kind,  not  only  to  ac¬ 
quire  merit,  and  exempt  themfelves  from  future 
torments,  but  likewife  to  extend  their  fuperero- 
gatory  merits  to  the  pious  for  whom  they  pray. 
The  appalling  descriptions  they  make  of  the 
tortures  of  the  damned,  the  horrific  pictures 
which  cover  the  walls  of  their  temples,  infpire 
a  falutary  awe  in  the  great,  and  the  vulgar  with 
a  dread  of  vice,  which  is  not  without  its  ad¬ 
vantages  to  the  bonfes  themfelves,  whofe  merits 
they  endeavour  to  appropriate  by  means  of  pre? 
fents.  The  miflionaries  report,  that  the  mod 
rigid  of  Cambadoxi’s  minifters,  who  preach  and 
affe£t  the  utmoft  contempt  for  the  world,  are 
only  impofcors  and  hypocrites,  who  live  in  the 
oppofite  extreme  from  that  which  their  maxims 
inculcate.  Some  proteftant  authors  pretend 


UNIVERSAL  HISTORY. 

that  it  is  not  necefTary  to  travel  to  Japan  to  find 
examples  of  this  contrariety. 

Their  temples  are  very  magnificent,  very  nu¬ 
merous,  and  in  general,  placed  on  acclivities. 
The  monafteries  which  belong  to  them  are  agree¬ 
able  ;  fome  of  them  are  extremely  fpacious,  and 
abounding  with  every  convenience  of  life.  They 
apparently  meafure  the  power  of  the  idol  by  its 
fize  ;  for  there  are  fome  which  even  furpafs  the 
gigantic.  Their  holidays  commence  with  procef- 
fions,  chanting,  and  perfuming,  and  end  with  the 
panegyric  of  the  god,  and  feafting.  They  alfo 
work  miracles.  We  will  not  reckon  among 
the  number  that  which  is  performed  in  the 
temple  of  Tencheda.  Every  month  a  young 
girl  is  introduced  there  ,  the  place  is  fplendidly 
illumined  with  golden  lamps,  in  which  the  molt 
agreeable  perfumes  are  burned  ;  the  lights  are 
fuddenly  extinguilhed ;  the  young  girl  feels  the 
prefence  of  the  god.  If  fhe  becomes  a  mo¬ 
ther  file  is  fovereignly  refpefted,  and  the  gift  of 
prophefy  remains  with  her  for  ever. 

Chriftianity  was  favourably  received  by  the 
Japanefe,  who  found,  fay  they,  a  great  conform 
mity  between  their  religion  and  that  which  the 
jefuits  taught.  The  Japanefe  expeft  all  their 
happinefs,  both  in  this  life  and  that  to  come, 
from  the  favour  and  merits  of  their  Xaca, 
Amida,  and  the  reft  of  their  gods,  in  virtue  of 
the  long  and  rigorous  mortifications  they 
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luntarily  endured  to  be  deified.  The  jefuits 
preached  a  divine  perfon,  who  defcended  from 
heaven,  and  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  an  igno¬ 
minious  and  painful  death,  to  fave  thofe  who 
believed  in  him.  The  Japanefe  canonized  thofe 
who  through  melancholy  or  difcontent  had  put 
a  period  to  their  exifienee,  celebrated  their  me¬ 
mory,  folicited  their  interceflion  ;  the  jefuits, 
with  much  greater  juftice,  extolled  the  -thou- 
fands  of  martyrs  of  the  primitive  church,  wdtofe 
heroic  conflancy  entitles  them  to  a  much  higher 
degree  of  honour,  and  to  contribute  by  their 
intercelfions  to  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  en¬ 
treat  their  mediation. 

i  , 

Thus  the  expiatory  penances  of  the  chrif- 
tians  were  unable  to  terrify  the  Japanefe. 
The  latter  think  the  devil  the  author  of  evil, 
and  the  former  the  inftigator.  An  eternity 
of  torment,  preached  by  the  miffionaries,  af¬ 
fected  not  the  imagination  very  differently  front 
the  length  of  that  announced  by  the  bonfes  ;  be- 
fides,  purgatory  brought  them  nearly  on  a  le¬ 
vel.  In  a  word,  there  w7as  a  llriking  limili- 
•tude  between  the  catholic  and  Japanefe  rites 
— images,  lights,  incenfe,  monks  and  nuns, 
celibacy,  proceifions,  prayers  for  the  departed, 
confeffions,  and  feveral  other  things  which  are 
equally  practifed  by  both.  All  thefe  concur¬ 
ring  circumftances  were  of  great  importance 
towards  the  eftablilhment  of  the  chriftian  reli- 
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gion.  The  jefuits  had  no  doubt  of  quickly  fuc- 
ceeding,  when,  by  a  fudden  reverfe,  which  is 
thought  to  have  originated  in  the  jealoufy  of 
the  bonfes,  chriff ianity  was  profcribed,  perfe¬ 
cted,  and  may  be  confidered  as  annihilated 
in  Japan,  by  the  meafures  taken  to  banifli  it  for 
ever. 

The  emperors  of  Japan  were  formerly  both 
monarchs  and  fovereign  pontiffs,  under  the  title 
of  dairos.  Their  perfon  and  charadler  were 
then  held  fo  facred,  that  the  flighted:  refiftance  to 
their  orders  was  detefted  and  punifhed  as  crimes 
committed  againft  God  himfelf.  They  were  in 
fome  meafure  adored  by  their  fubjedls,  and 
conduced  themfelves  like  a  fpecies  of  divini¬ 
ties.  They  never  fet  their  feet  on  the  ground, 
neither  the  fun  nor  wind  were  buffered  to 
approach  them  ;  they  never  wore  the  fame 
clothes  a  fecond  day,  nor  eat  twice  in  the  fame 
table  utenfils  ;  their  hair,  beard,  or  nails,  were 
never  cut,  but  to  be  converted  into  relics ;  the 
titles' they  took  or  were  given  to  them  had  a 
tendency  to  blafphemy,  and  the  honours  paid 
them  to  idolatry.  Abforbed  in  this  excefs  of 
luxurious  indolence,  the  dairos  delegated  the 
whole  care  of  the  military  and  civil  adminiftra- 
tion  to  their  prime-minifter,  with  the  title  of 
cubo,  as  general  of  the  forces.  Ufually  their 
office  was  bellowed  on  the  youngeft  brother; 
the  eldeft  was  always  heir  to  the  throne.  One 
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of  thefe  cubos  deprived  the  dairo  of  all  the  civil 
authority.  Since  that  time  the  dairos  have  only 
been,  and  are  ftill,  the  heads  of  religion,  and 
arbiters  of  ecclefiaflical  affairs ;  while  the  cubo 
difpofes  with  abfolute  authority  of  all  con¬ 
cerns  both,  civil  and  military. 

The  dairo,  notwithftanding,  continues  to  live 
in  the  fame  fplendour  as  his  anceftors.  The 
cubo  is  obliged  to  pay  him  a  fort  of  homage, 
as  if  he  governed  only  in  quality  of  his  lieute¬ 
nant.  This  homage  confifts  in  travelling,  at  leaft 
once  in  five  years,  from  Jeddo,  which  is  his  feat 
of  empire,  to  Meaco,  the  ancient  capital,  to 
make  a  pompous  vifit  to  the  dairo.  There  he 
renders  him  his  duty  in  perfon,  offers  him  mag¬ 
nificent  prefents,  and  acknowledges  that  it  is 
from  his  family  he  holds  the  imperial  crown. 
He  is  obliged  to  efpoufe  a  daughter  of  the 
dairo’s,  if  he  have  any  marriageable.  She  is 
crowned  emprefs,  and  then  given  to  the  em¬ 
peror  as  the  feal  and  confirmation  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  power. 

As  this  multiplicity  of  power  might  caufe 
difturbances,  the  cubo  takes  efficacious  mea- 
fures  to  prevent  it.  All  the  princes,  whether 
tributaries  or  vaffals,  are  conftrained  to  refide  at 
Jeddo  fix  months  of  the  year.  Their  eldeft  fons 
are  educated  and  remain  at  court  till  he  fends 
them  back ;  their  wives  and  other  children  ac¬ 
company  their  fatheir  during  his  continuance 
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at  Jeddo,  and  cannot  be  detained  after  his  de¬ 
parture.  Every  year  they  renew  their  oath  of 
fidelity.  When  in  their  principalities  they  are 
furrounded  with  fpies.  To  prevent  the  people 
from  revolting,  throughout-  the  year  the  em¬ 
peror  employs  an  hundred  thoufand  men,  who 
relieve  each  other  in  various  public  works,  on 
the  roads,  canals,  and  other  places,  and  keeps 
numerous  garrifons  in  the  cities.  The  ftreets 
are  (hut  at  right  5  the  magiftrate  is  refponfible 
for  every  occurrence,  and  for  one  Angle  fault 
committed  in  a  hoafe,  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood  is  punifhed. 

The  troops  conftantly  ready  for  fervice  confift  mum*. 
pf  a  body  of  an  hundred  thoufand  foot  foldiers, 
and  twenty  thoufand  horfemen,  excellently 
armed,  exercifed,  and  difciplined.  During  war, 
with  the  contingent  of  the  princes,  they  amount 
to  three  hundred  and  fixty  .thoufand  infantry, 
and  thirty-eight  thoufand  cavalry.  The  young 
people  are  taught  their  exercife  from  their 
infancy.  Every  year  they  give  proofs  of  their 
expertnefs  in  public.  They  are  divided  into  two 
corps  or  fmall  armies,  having  each  their  ftandard. 

The  images  and  ftatues  of  the  gods  are  alfo 
carried  in  the  front  to  animate  their  courage. 

They  begin  by  flinging  ftones  ;  they  {hoot  ar¬ 
rows,  difcharge  mulkets,  come  to  clofe  attack 
fword  in  hand  3  and  it  rarely  happens  that  thefe 
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fports,  as  they  call  them,  do  not  coft  many 
lives. 

Finances  and  The  revenues  of  the  cubo  amount  to  millions, 
and  exceed  all  belief.  Indeed,  he  requires 
immenfe  fums  to  pay  his  troops,  fpies,  penfioners, 
jultice,  police,  and  to  fupport  the  expenfes  of 
the  court,  perhaps  the  moft  fplendid  in  the 
univerfe.  He  has  twenty  palaces  on  the  great 
road  which  extends  from  Jeddo  to  Meaco,  all 
fuperbly  furnifhed,  although  he  inhabits  them 
only  once  in  five  or  feven  years,  when  he  goes  to 
pay  his  homage  to  the  dairo,  without  'reckoning 
a  great  number  of  others  fcattered  through  the 
empire  for  hunting,  hilling,  and  other  amufe- 
ments.  The  laws  are  rigorous,  and  the  punilh- 
ments  fo  fevere  as  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  jultice. 
Almoft  every  offence  is  death,  and  the  only 
difference  confifls  in  its  being  more  or  lefs 
ignominious,  or  more  or  lefs  cruel.  The  moft 
noble  is  for  the  criminal  to  rip  himfelf  up,  at  a 
fignal  from  the  emperor.  Thofe  who  helitate 
only  expofe  themfelves  to  fuffer  tortures  as  well 
as  death.  Oppofition  to  the  emperor’s  edicts, 
malverfations  in  the  offices  of  judicature,  depre¬ 
dation  in  the  finances,  exactions,  extortions, 
coining,  are  all  punilhed  not  only  by  the  death  of 
the  delinquent,  but  of  his  father,  children,  bro¬ 
thers,  and  all  his  male  relations;  and  though- they 
fhould  be  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  meafures 
*  are  taken  for  them  all  to  be  executed  on  the 
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fame  day  at  the  fame  hour.  The  punilhment  of 
high  treafon  and  rebellion  extends  throughout 
the  whole  criminal  quarter.  Why  did  not  the 
neighbours  inform  ?  They  are  fuppofed  to  have 
concealed  it.  The  mothers,  daughters,  lifters, 
of  common  culprits  are  fold  as  Haves  during  a 
long  or  fhort  period  of  time,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  crime,  and  the  proximity  of  blood  ; 
but  in  cafes  of  treafon,  the  wives  and  daughters 
alfo  fuffer  death. 

Rape,  adultery,  murder,  robbery  with  vio¬ 
lence,  inceft,  are  puniihed  with  death.  The 
fmalleft  offences  expofe  the  culprit  to  the 
baftinado  more  or  lefs  fevere,  and  to  galhes  on 
the  head  or  limbs.  In  this  manner  are  correfled 
thofe  who  quarrel.  Hander,  injure,  defraud,  or 
aflert  a  falfehood  before  a  magiftrate.  BaniHi- 
ment  and  tranfportation  into  defert  illands  are 
likewife  ufual.  The  tortures  not  anticipat¬ 
ed  by  a  voluntary  death  are  being  nailed  on 
a  crofs  with  the  head  downwards,  put  into 
boiling  water,  or  cut  to  pieces  alive  by  the 
executioner.  But  things  feldorn  come  to  that' 
extremity.  The  religion  of  the  Japanefe  fa¬ 
miliarize  them  with  death,  and  render  it  not 
only  indifferent  but  even  deferable  :  they  confider 
dying  bv  their  own  hand  as  a  meritorious  acf, 
which  affimilates  them  to  their  deities,  and 
makes  them  worthy  of  rewards  in  a  future  Hate. 
There  is  no  country  where  fuicide  is  fo  frequent. 
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universal  Distort. 

Travellers  pretend  to  have  found  among  the 
japanefe  an  affemblage  of  virtues  and  vices  that 
appear  incompatible,  were  it  not  proved  that 
man  is  fufceptible  of  the  greateft  contrails. 
They  poffefs,  fay  they,  a  great  deal  of  fenfe  and 
penetration  -3  are  modeft,  patient,  civil,  docile, 
induftrious,  laborious,  pundual  to  their  word ; 
deteil  all  fraud  ;  never  take  advantage  of  the 
ignorance  of  thofe  with  whom  they  deal ;  are  at¬ 
tached  only  to  innocent  pleafures;  are  neither  ra¬ 
pacious,  flanderous,  nor  oftentatious  :  they  abhor 
gluttony,  drunkennefs,  avoid  obfcene  difcourfe, 
and  preferve  much  decency  both  in  their  con- 
verfation  and  condudl ;  at  the  fame  time  they 
are  ambitious,  proud,  cruel,  infenfible  to  the 
mifery  of  their  fellow-creatures,  and  perfuaded, 
according  to  the  tenets  of  their  religion,  that  no 
one  is  unfortunate  who  is  not  culpable.  No 
man  on  earth  is  fo  vindiftive  as  a  Japanefe.  If 
he  cannot  find  a  means  of  killing  his  enemy,  he 
will  kill  himfelf  through  vexation.  The  women 
in  that  refpeft  imitate  the  men.  Both  polygamy 
and  fornication  are  allowed.  There  are  houfes  of 
public  refort  for  the  young  men  and  foreigners. 
This  nation,  fo  pure  in  converfation  and  exte¬ 
rior  manners,  publicly  prafitifes  the  crime  which 
nature  abhors.  In  war,  the  Japanefe  are  cruel 
and  ferocious,  and  neither  alk  nor  give  quarter. 
A  town  that  is  taken  is  delivered  up  to  fire  $ 
and  their  pirates,  on  finding  themfelves  the 
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weaker  party,  either  blow  up  their  veflels  or  fink 
them. 

They  are  faid  to  be  fond  of  ftudy  and  reading. 
The  only  fcience  found  among  them  is  that  of 
ethics  ;  fome  knowledge  of  their  hiftory,  and  of 
aftronomy  and  geometry,  of  which  we  may  judge 
by  their  divifion  of  the  world  between  Japan, 
China,  and  Siam.  They  believed,  however,  in 
the  influence  of  the  ftars;  and  they  had,  and  flill 
continue  to  have,  univerfities  kept  by  the  bonfes. 
Their  inftru£tions  are  confined  to  religion  and 
morality.  They  are  faid  to  be  fuch  excellent 
preachers,  that  they  fometimes! melt  their  con¬ 
gregation  into  tears.  For  their  code  of  laws,  they 
are  fatisfied  with  good  fenfe.  Their  phyficians 
prefcribe  bathing  and  drinking  their  mineral 
waters.  As  their  drink  in  health  is  warm,  fo  in. 
illnefs  they  take  it  cold.  They  make  punctures 
in  the  flefh  with  needles :  this  operation  is  a 
fcience  with  them.  They  alfo  apply  to  cupping, 
and  burn  the  parts  affefted  with  a  mofs  called 
moxa.  They  mourn  in  white ;  fit  down  as  a  mark 
of  honour;  blacken  their  teeth  and  nails,  and 
fuffer  the  latter  to  grow  to  a  great  length. 

They  have  a  fort  of  poetry  which  is  faid  to  be 
energetic,  and  a  very  flow  mulic.  Their  works 
which  reach  us,  explain  their  knowledge  of 
painting.  Their  language  is  copious  and  ex- 
preflive.  The  Chinefe  abridge  their  words  as 
much  as  poffible ;  the  Japanefe  prolong  theirs. 
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They  are  good  arithmeticians;  better  printers 
than  their  neighbours;  inferior  to  them  in  their 
ufe  of  gun-powder,  but  fuperior  in  thofe  works 
which  may  be  termed  upholjlery,  fuch  as  cabinets, 
boxes,  ornamental  furniture  of  every  kind,  the 
laying  on  of  varniih,  gold,  and  colours,  and  the 
fabrication  of  porcelain,  of  which  latter  they 
‘make  the  moll  valued  of  any.  Thefe  curiofities 
are  only  to  be  procured  from  the  Dutch,  the  only 
people  who  have  preferved  their  trade  with  ja¬ 
pan,  and  that  by  very  difagreeable  and  humi¬ 
liating  conditions  ;  and  the  Chinefe,  who  have 
fome  accefs  into  the  kingdom,  though  much  re- 
ftrifled,  and  fometimes  interrupted.  The  Ja- 
panefe  themfelves  cannot  carry  any  thing  out. 
The  conftruftion  of  their  fhips  is  fo  prefcribed 
as  to  prevent  their  quitting  the  coaft  without 
danger  of  being  loft.  ' 

The  edifices,  temples,  palaces,  and  convents, 
are  ornamented  with  towers  which  gradually  di- 
minilh  to  the  top,  after  the  Chinefe  falhion,  and 
are  decorated  with  ftreamers,  gilding,  and  figures 
of  animals.  The  private  he  ifes  are  chiefly  of 
wood,  and  low-built,  on  account  of  earthquakes. 
Each  of  them  have  a  fmall  detached  ftone  recefs, 
to  fecure  their  valuable  effefls  from  fires*  which 
are  very  frequent,  and  which  the  Japanefe  have 
no  way  of  extinguiftiing,  except  by  pulling  down 
all  the  furrounding  habitations.  They  are  Ample 
both  in  their  furniture  and  table,  but  perfectly 
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neat.  Their  cookery  is  good,  and  often  very  de¬ 
licate.  They  have  a  convenient  method  of  either 
enlarging  or  contra&ing  their  apartments,  by 
means  of  folding  fcreens.  The  men  and  women 
drefs  nearly  alike.  The  men  always  wear  a  dag¬ 
ger.  Their  ceremonious  colour  is  black.  The  - 
women  live  in  a  very  retired  manner,  employing 
themfelves  like  the  Chinefe,  in  painting,  em¬ 
broidery,  and  the  care  of  their  children.  They 
never  interfere  in  any  concerns  whatever:  it  would 
at  lead  be  deemed  unpolite  in  them  to  advife 
their  hufband;  it  would  appear  as  if  they  doubted 
his  capacity.  All  their  bufinefs  is  to  pleafe  him, 
and  to  be  faithful  to  him  on  pain  of  death. 

As  in  every  other  country,  their  holidays  are 
noify,  and  accompanied  with  mufic.  The  bonfes 
and  their  idols  conftitute  their  principal  orna¬ 
ment.  Marriages  are  folemnized  in  prefence  of 
a  bonfe,  at  the  foot  of  fome  idol.  The  bride, 
after  file  has  given  her  confent,  thrpws  the  dolls 
and  toys  that  ferved  her  for  amufement  into  the 
fire.  She  had  till  then  been  invifible  to  her  huf¬ 
band,  who  fees  her  for  the  firft  time.  The  re¬ 
lations  or  friends,  particularly  the  women,  con¬ 
clude  the  match,  which  is  no  expenfe  to  the  fa¬ 
ther,  as  the  wife  carries  no  portion.  The  poor 
bury  their  dead :  the  rich  bum  theirs.  The 
bonfes  likewife  attend  the  funerals.  It  is  not 
uncommon  on  the  demife  of  a  nobleman  for 
twenty  of  his  favourites  to  kill  themfelves,  in  or- 
vol.  v.  cl.  Q, 
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der  to  ferve  him  in  the  other  world.  They  rip 
themfelves  up  on  the  fpot,  and  are  thrown  on 
the  fame  pile.  This  facrifice  is  an  agreement  of 
long  ftanding,  which  during  their  life  procures 
them  the  favour  of  the  deceafed.  The  tombs  are 
at  a  diftance  from  the  cities.  They  are  decorated 
and  rendered  very  pleafant,  becaufe  they  fre¬ 
quently  refort  to  them  in  honour  of  their  ancef- 
tors.  When  there  is  any  pleafurable  party  in 
the  family,  they  never  omit  going  to  the  Se¬ 
pulchres  of  their  anceftors,  requefting  them  to 
be  prefent  at  it,  and  at  the  repaft  places  are  left 
vacant  for  them  among  the  living. 

Nature  feems  to  have  fported  in  Japan,  and 
to  have  delighted  in  uniting  the  mod  horrific  ob¬ 
jects  to  the  moft  beautiful.  Her  works  are  no¬ 
where  fo  diverfified.  It  is  in  her  convulfive  date 
that  file  gives  birth  to  her  moft  charming  and 
moft  terrifying  productions;  that  file  hollows  the 
tremendous  precipice,  ingulphs  rivers,  caufes 
fountains  fuddenly  to  rife,  receives  mountains 
into  her  capacious  bofom,  and  in  their  Head  re¬ 
turns  a  lake.  Her  fecret  treafures  are  then  re¬ 
vealed,  and  ftand  expofed  to  mortal  ken.  The 
fearching  eye  of  curiofity  penetrates  into  the 
immenfe  laboratories,  whofe  furnaces  are  the 
volcanoes. 

As  no  other  country  on  the  globe  is  fo  fubjefl 
to  earthquakes,  fo  no  other  pofleffes  fo  many 
pyrites,  marcafites,  minerals,  or  compofitions  of 
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various  metals  put  into  fufion.  There  are  not 
lefs  than  eight  volcanos  in  the  empire.  They 
alternately  flame  and  expire,  burn  under  the 
fnows  that  cover  them,  and  pour  forth  torrents, 
fome  of  boiling  water,  and  others  as  cold  as  ice. 
Among  many  other  cataradls,  there  is  one  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  Nile.  In  fine,  the  flimy  feas  of 
Japan  produce  pearls,  and  the  (hells  univerfally 
admired  for  their  brilliancy  of  colour. 

Among  the  number  of  their  animal  curiofi* 
ties  mull  be  mentioned  thofe  called  piercers. 
They  are  a  fort  of  white  ants,  having  the  mouth 
armed  with  four  feelers,  with  which  they  pierce 
in  a  very  ihort  time  whatever  comes  in  their  way, 
without  ever  turning  afide,  except  for  ftones 
and  metals.  They  do  not  carry  on  their  depre¬ 
dations  above  ground,  but  under  galleries  which 
they  form.  -Their  devafiatisn  is  frequently  per¬ 
ceived  before  they  are  fufpefled  to  be  near.  The 
traveller,  while  journeying  through  the  woods  of 
Japan,  is  regaled  with  the  melody  of  the  night¬ 
ingale,  whofe  modulation  is  far  Tweeter  than  in 
any  other  country.  A  gilt,  Alining,  magnificently 
fpeckled  night-moth  fufpended  in  the  ladies’ 
hair  is  confidered  an  elegant  ornament.  The 
other  moths,  fay  the  poets,  become  enamoured 
of  her.  To  free  herfelf  from  their  importunity, 
under  the  pretext  of  putting  their  affeffion  to 
the  proof,  (he  mifehievoufly  orders  them  to  fetch 
her  fome  fire.  Confulting  only  their  paffion,  they 
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fly  to  the  firft  flame,  and  thus  confume  thein- 
felves.  Thus  is  imprudence  punilhed.  The  mo¬ 
ral  of  this  fable  is  applicable  to  every  nation. 

If  we  believe  travellers,  with  refpe£t  to  the  vaft 
extent  of  the  cities,  their  amazing  population,  the 
number  and  magnificence  of  their  palaces,  there 
is  not  any  thing  in  the  world  equal  to  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Japan.  The  roads  afcend  by  a  gentle  de¬ 
clivity  to  the  fummitsof  the  higheft  mountains  : 
the  bold  and  fimple  conftruQion  of  the  bridges 
fatisfies  the  obferver  as  much  as  it  aftonilhes 
him.  Among  the  other  furprizing  labours  of 
this  nation  are  enormous  dykes  intended  to 
confine  the  waters  of  their  rivers.  The  early 
travellers,  not  expc£ting  to  find  amongft  a  people 
wTofe  genius  they  never  fufpe£led  talents  fimi- 
lar  to  their  own,  experienced  a  degree  of  amaze¬ 
ment  which  led  them  into  amplification.  But 
there  is  nothing  exaggerated  in  the  accounts  we 
have  of  their  fkill  in  the  arts.  In  all  kind  of  toy- 
work  they  are,  and  ever  wrill  be,  our  fuperiors. 
They  alfo  praftife  chymiftry,  and  have  made 
fome  difcoveries  in  it.  Of  a  thick  juice,  car¬ 
ried  thither  by  the  Dutch  and  Chinefe,  mixed 
with  a  fort  of  japan  earth,  faturated  with  amber 
and  camphor,  is  made  the  catchu ,  by  us  called 
cachou,  which  faftens  the  teeth,  and  makes  the 
breath  fweet. 

The  Japanefe  have  the  vanity  to  imagine  they 
derive  their  origin  from  the  gods.  They  carry 
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their  antiquity  back  to  fome  hundred  thoufand 
of  years.  The  lefs  infatuated  believe  they  are 
of  Chinefe  defcent  ;  either  from  rebels  driven 
out  of  China,  or  faithful  fubjefls  banilhed 
by  an  ufurper;  or  a  colony  of  three  hundred 
young  men  and  three  hundred  young  girls 
brought  thither  by  a  phyfician,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  having  the  plants  proper  to  beftow  im¬ 
mortality  gathered  by  pure  hands,  which  plants 
he  was  commanded  to  procure  by  an  emperor  of 
China.  But  to  judge  by  the  countenance,  the 
complexion,  the  opinions,  and  other  particula¬ 
rities,  it  Ihould  feem  that  the  Japanefe  nation 
has  been  compofed  from  the  people  of  feveral 
others,  even  diftant  ones,  carried  thither  either 
by  commerce,  curiofity,  or  fhipwrecks.  The 
probability  of  this  conjefture  is  in  fome  degree 
corroborated  by  the  prefent  government  of  the 
provinces,  which  are  divided  into  a  fort  of  fo- 
vereignty ;  as  they  might  have  been,  but  with 
more  authority,  under  the  firft  chiefs  of  thefe  co¬ 
lonies,  which  either  force  or  political  reafons 
have  united  under  one  monarch  of  the  race  of 
the  Mikaddos,  their  primitive  fovereigns.  The 
Japanefe  pretend  that  thofe  princes  began  their 
reign  fix  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 
Since  that  epocha,  they  enumerated,  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  prefent  century,  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  emperors  of  the  fame  family.  This  ge¬ 
nealogy  is  only  applicable  to  the  dairos. 
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The  annals  in  which  are  preferved  the  name 
and  fucceffion  of  thefe  princes  may  probably  be 
very  interefting  to  the  japanefe,  becaufe  they  fix 
the  period  of  feveral  events,  circu  radiances,  and 
cufloms,  the  dates  of  which  a  nation  in  general 
wifhes  to  know;  but  we  have  not  found  any  part  of 
them  worthy  cf  particular  attention.  An  idea  may 
be  formed  of  this  by  the  little  we  fhall  relate. 
The  Japanefe  only  began  to  apply  themfelves  to 
agriculture  twenty-nine  years  prior  to  the  vulgar 
asra.  We  may,  therefore,  reafonably  conclude, 
that  their  nation  is  not  fo  very  ancient.  In  the 
.year  71,  a  new  ifland  emerged  from  the  ocean. 
They  eredled  a  temple  on  it,  dedicated  to  Taka- 
janomia,  the  Neptune  of  Japan.  Earthquakes 
are  never  felt  in  this  ifland.  Buretz,  in  499,  was 
a  cruel  tyrant,  who  delighted  in  bloodfhed  and 
torture.  Whether  he  was  killed,  is  not  men¬ 
tioned.  In  572,  Fitatzu,  the  very  reverfe  of 
him,  ordered  that  every  living  creature,  of  what¬ 
ever  fpecies,  fhould  each  month  be  fet  at  li¬ 
berty  ;  and  he  enjoined  thofe  of  his  fubjedts  who 
fhould  not  have  any  animals,  to  purchafe  fome 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  comply  with 
this  pious  command.  In  629  the  order  of  the 
mountaineer  bonfes  was  founded  by  a  famous 
devotee. 

The  matfuri,  which  referable  our  parifh  fefti- 
vals,  began  in  672.  There  can  be  nothing  fu~ 
perior  to  the  pomp  and  fplendor  they  then  dih 
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play ;  magnificent  proceffions,  theatrical  repre- 
fentations,  balls,  concerts,  diversions  of  every 
kind,  nothing  is  omitted.  The  cities  and  pro¬ 
vinces  fometimes  change  their  tutelary  gods, 
after  any  public  calamities,  fuch  as  famine,  earths 
quakes,  and  fo  forth.  Thofe  places  which  have 
been  the  greateft  fufferers  degrade  their  pa¬ 
trons,  and  adopt  thofe  who  have  protected  their 
worfhippers ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  divinities  of 
thofe  parts  which  have  efcaped  their  misfor-  ' 
tunes.  In  1184  the  cubo’s  authority  began  tp 
detach  itfelf  from  that  of  the  dairo.  We  muft 
remark,  that  before  that  time  women  alfo  had 
filled  the  throne  of  Japan,  and  that  their  reigns 
had  not  been  either  the  lead:  profperous,  nor 
the  leaft  illuStrious.  Ookimatz,  in  1558,  Strip¬ 
ped  the  ecclefiaftical  emperors  of  all  temporal 
power,  and  made  himfelf  abfolutely  independent. 

In  1630  happened  the  great  perfecution 
againft  the  chrittians,  under  the  emperor  Niote. 
It  was  continued  with  unabating  cruelty  during 
the  reigns  of  three  fucceffive  emperors. 

The  Dutch,  that  they  might  be  able  to  estab¬ 
lish  their  own  commerce  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Portuguefe,  intercepted  and  fent  the  emperor  a 
letter  from  the  jefuits  to  fome  other  missionaries, 
in  which  they  flattered  themfelves  with  being 
able  foon  to  transfer  Japan  under  a  different  do¬ 
minion.  They  meant  that  of  jefus  CbriSt,  but 
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that  explanation  was  not  admitted.  In  1685 
the  tribunal  of  enquiry  was  inftituted  by  Kin- 
fen.  Every  perion  is  obliged  to  attend,  give  in 
the  religion  he  profeffes,  and  to  trample  and 
fpit  on  the  images  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  the 
Virgin  Mary,  which  are  prefented  to  them  for 
that  purpofe.  This  ceremony  is  called  the  Je¬ 
juna ,  or  figure-treading.  The  Dutch  are  only 
allowed  to  trade  there  on  that  condition.  Thefe 
annals  of  the  emperors,  as  well  ecclefiaftic  as  mi¬ 
litary,  end  in  1692. 

Jedso. 

fadio,  an  At  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Japan  ifles 

*fl'and  near  . 

ike eoiiti-  lies  the  territory  of  jedfo.  Were  there  a  cer- 

aent,  to  the  ......  ,  .  , 

north  or  tainty  01  this  country  being  a  continent,  there 
would  no  longer  exift  any  doubt  concerning  the 
population  of  America.  The  Tartars  might 
then  have  travelled  thither  on  foot,  and  fpread 
themfelves  gradually  over  that  hemifphere, 
which  undoubtedly  was  inhabited  later  than 
ours.  it  is  now  proved,  that  Jedfo,  if  it 
ilretches  out  towards  America,  is  feparated 
from  it  by  ifiands,  which,  however,  are  fuffi- 
ciently  near  to  facilitate  the  communication 
between  the  two  continents.  '  Jedfo  is  tributary 
to  Japan,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  an  arm  of 
.the  fea  very  difficult  to  pafs. 

The  Jedfoefe  are  ftrong,  robuft,  favage  $ 
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they  have  a  long  briftly  beard  and  hairy  body. 
They  pay  their  tribute  in  furs,  feathers,  and  in 
filver.  They  live  by  hunting  and  filhing.  Their 
can;  es  are  fevved  together  with  packthread, 
without  any  iron-work  whatever.  They  are 
very  Ikilful  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow,  which  is  their 
chief  defenfive  arms.  They  have,  however,  a 
lance,  and  a  fort  of  cimeter  extremely  (harp, 
and  not  more  than  a  foot  and  a  half  Ions:.  Thev 
poifon  their  arrows. 

The  earlieft  travellers,  fond  of  extraordinary, 
related  that  the  men  adored  the  Ikv,  that  the 
women  lived  in  common,  and  that  they  drank  to 
excefs.  Thofe  who  have  fmce  vifited  the  cokn- 
try  have  rectified  thofe  erroneous  opinions.  This 
nation  has  only  a  confufed  idea  of  the  deity.  The 
inhabitants  render  great  honour  to  the  fun  and 
moon,  and  confder  thofe  planets  as  the  authors 
of  all  good.  They  revere  an  invifible  king,  to 
whom  they  fuppofe  the  forefts,  mountains,  feas, 
and  rivers,  to  belong. 

They  have  no  regular  form  of  worlhip.  That 
which  they  pay  to  the  fun  and  moon  is  merely 
cafual,  without  the  affiltance  of  priefts,  or  any 
exterior  religious  rites.  The  Jedfoefe  have  fe- 
veral  wives ;  but  one  only  bears  the  name  of 
fpoufe.  So  far  from  their  living  in  common,  a 
woman  convifted  of  adultery  is  fnaved,  that 
every  one  may  know  her  for  what  die  is.  Her 
paramour  pays  a  fine.  If  he  is  unable,  his  arms 
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ate  taken  from  him,  and  he  is  even  liable  to  be 
dripped  by  any  perfon  who  meets  him,  without 
having  a  right  to  defend  himfelf.  In  fome  dif- 
t riels  adultery  is  punithed  with  death.  It  is  true 
that  they  drink  drong  liquors,  as  is  the  cudom 
in  all  cold  countries ;  but  without  intoxicating 
themfeives.  Their  feas  furnifh  them  with  a  fin- 
gular  kind  of  fifli  covered  with  hair,  with  four 
feet  like  thofe  of  a  hog,  from  which  they  extract 
an  oil  much  valued  by  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe. 
This  alfo  is  their  chief  feafoning. 

The  jedoefe  are  impatient,  quarrelfome,  and 
revengeful.  The  Japanefe  find  it  difficult  to 
preferve  their  dominion  over  them,  and  are  ob¬ 
liged  condantly  to  keep  a  corifiderable  body  of 
foldiers  on  their  coad.  They  have  neither  police, 
nor  form  of  government.  They  fend  the  tri¬ 
bute,  and  that  is  the  only  fubjedlion  they  know. 
The  children  are  born  white,  but  as  they  grow  up 
they  become  yellowifh,  ard  then  brown.  Their 
eyes  are  black,  their  nofe  not  flat.  The  wo¬ 
men  buckle  up  their  hair,  paint  their  lips  and 
eyebrows,  and  drefs  with  much  moclefty.  The 
men  are  not  fo  unjud  as  in  Japan  to  difdain 
their  fociety  for  other  pleafures.  The  care  of 
the  houfehold  is  committed  to  them,  which 
they  condudf  with  great  neatnefs.  It  is  eafy 
to  conceive  that  the  indigent  part  of  civilized 
nations  may  be  lefs  happy  than  thefe  favages. 

There  are,  in  this  part  of  Afia,  many  very, 
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rich  iflands,  only  known  to  us  through  the 
means  of  commerce.  We  confequently  {hall 
notice  them  in  treating  of  this  branch  of  hu¬ 
man  induftry.  It  will  be  a  fort  of  relaxation 
for  the  mind,  fatigued  by  the  continuity  of  fo 
many  fanguinary  revolutions.  Not  that  com¬ 
merce,  though  it  appears  natural  that  it  fhould 
be  fupported  by  confidence  and  amicable  in- 
tercourfe,  is  exempt  from  atrocious  deeds ;  but 
at  lead  it  can  boaft  of  having  procured  advan¬ 
tages  for  the  human  race,  which  the  conqueror’s 
mod  brilliant  anions  can  never  equal.  All  its  re¬ 
volutions  are  beneficial. 
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